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Cafe Acts; Need Personalities to Draw 


There is great concern among the ¢ 
thinking actors about the night club/ 


future. Long a ‘bonanza field, the 
rude awakening is here. Business 
is off; $350 acts which skyrocketed to 
$1,000 and $1,500 in the wartime 
boom are not only not getting that 
kind of coin but find that they'll be 
lucky to find enough $350 dates. 
Attitude has switched by act and 
agent alike that it’s again a buyer’s | 


market and the nitery boss had bet- | 


ter be given plenty of considera- 
tion. Forgetting those screwball 
$15,000 and $20,000 salaries in Miami 
Beach this winter to the Kayes, 
Rooneys and Jane Russells, the 
rank-and-file boites thrive on 
est checks from mass trade 
don't “pay” for these 
through any backdoor casinos. 
The thinking actors and 
accordingly, are propagating a new 
cus- 
tomers; no more crying about that 
third (2 a.m.) show—they’re grate- | 
(Continued on page 49) 


LESSER ANSWERS JIBES 
AT H’ WOOD IN NEW PIC 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Sol Lesser is aiming at critics ‘of | 
Hollywood in the purchase of a 
yarn, “It Comes Naturally,” which 
debunks the notion that youngsters 
pattern their behavior after actions 
on the screen, 
Story was originated by Julius | 
Evans and is being screenplayed by 
Thomas St. George. 


Uncle Sam Going After 
Those Capital-Gainers 


Washington, March 18. 


who 


| 
| 
! 
| 


| 











mod- | 
headliners | 
agents, | 


|are determined to 





Yankee Gal Too Gallic 


Ginny Davis, songstress-daughter 
of maestro-producer Meyer Davis, 
went to Paris to sing in cafes and 
concert abroad, and returned with 
so topheavy a French repertoire 
that for her Blue Angel, N. Y. 
|nitery, audition she was requested 
| to ‘learn a few American songs. 

It will mark her cafe debut in 
America. 


‘Nudity Return Noted 


InN. Y. Cafes; Claimed 
Necessary to Hypo Biz 


Many New York cafe operators 
offer something 
effort to entice 
first 








for the boys in an 
increased patronage. For the 


| time since former Mayor LaGuardia 
; put burlesque out of business, nudity 


is re-appearing in N. Y. cafes. Sally 
Rand's negligible costuming at the 
Greenwich Village Inn and abbre- 
viated garb in Nils T. Granlund’s 
«NTG) kine at the Rio Cabana in- 
dicate a trend toward femme un- 
draping in Gotham spots. 

Some bonifaces figure that the 
cooling off period in effect since the 
La Guardia edicts are over and it’s 
fairly safe to display more femme 
form in the cafes. Besides it means 
a great deal of savings on costum- 
ing which in some cases runs as 
high as $400 for a single gown. Cafe 
owners, except those catering to the 
family trade, are for it, inasmuch as 
it’s figured that considerable out- 
of-town trade can be lured into 
cafes by the flesh displays. 

Many cafe owners hope that it 





Bureau of Internal 
begun sending out bills to collect 
additional taxes from Hollywooders 
who have cleaned up via the single 
picture corporation. Uncle Sam be- 


gan the latest dunning drive about | 
two. weeks ago, and the letters have | 


been going out ever since. 

The cases are similar 
Samuel Goldwyn, the 
brought. 

The sirigle picture corporation boys 
have paid a 25% capital gains tax on 
their earnings, and the Government 
contends they are responsible for the | 
much higher personal income tax 
rates. 


Avon Co.’s U.S. Tour 


Shakespeare Memorial Theatre 
group of Stratford-on-Avon, Eng- 
jJand, will tour North America next 
fall with six of the Bard’s plays. 
opening in New York in October. 
Company of 50 will also play Chi- 


first one 





3 cago and Canada. 


Sila 


ein 


% Plavers, 
» comprise the Memorial 


Tour is sponsored by Jack Hylton 
and has semi-official overtones. with 
the British government indirectly 
aiding as sponsor. Stratford-on-Avon 
ove of the groups which 
Theatre or- 





4 





} Sanizaiion, 
y Soup for the tour. 


will join the parent 


Revenue has | 


to those of 


i (Continued on 


(Continued on 4) 


Wheel ’Em-Deal Em Boys 
Lament Lush Loot Loss 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Ginpitfalls set within easy air- 
transport distance of Hollywood to 
catch the loose walk-around money 


of the film colony high rollers curs | 
rently seem in danger of sanding-in 
The adventuring of | 


for lack of use. 
the dollars along the gaming trails | 
| hesn’t ceased, by any means, but the 


tinkle as they drop into the traps has | 


paowed down from jig time to, say. 
a moderate waltz tempo 

Some of the boys who operate the 
l'more hectic amusement enterprises 
opine now that Santa Anita is closed | 
the producers, directors, actors and 
studio execs who like to trifle with 
fortune in the fenagle forums will go 
chemin de _ fer, 
The idea 
theil 


back to rouletie. 
blackjack. craps, and such. 
being that they've been getting 
action at the norsetrack 

Others figure that maybe the 
horseplayers have retired to grow a 
new fleece, that the bluejays are 
laving nuts for the winter and the 
d to } mo the 
that there just 
page 50) 


squirrels have t 
own nests. In short, 


a 


ta 
AOD. 


—{ 
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Washington, March 18. 

Commercial television received 
its official go-ahead signal today 
(Tuesday) when the Federal Com- 
munications Commission settled once 
and for all the color television con- 
troversy by turning down CBS’ bid 
for the immediate establishment of 
commercial color standards. 

Color battle, which had been 
raging since before the war be- 
tween CBS and the RCA-led black 
and white proponents, was consid- 
ered the chief barrier in the 
medium’s path of progress. With 
the FCC having finally given aclear 
path to present monochrome stand- 





ards. most of the confusion in the 
minds of set manufacturers, spon- 
sors, broadcasters and the public 
is expected to be cleared away. 
Manufacturers, heretofore unde- 
termined as to the number of black 


and white sets to produce through 
fear that the FCC would back color 
by pushing tele to the higher fre- 
quencies and so make their sets ob- 
solete, now have a clean-cut assur- 
ance that their sets will remain use- 
ful for at least five years. 

The public, most of which has re- 
frained from buying sets through 

(Continued on page 88) 


NY. Yankees 206 
Bat-and-Baton 
Series on WOXR 


One of the unique sponsorship 
deals in radio annals has just been 
set by the New York Times-owned 
WQXR. Station has just sold a 55- 
minute seven-days-a-week “Sym- 
phonic Matinee” program to Col. 
Larry McPhail, prexy of the N.Y. 
Yankees. Program will be spotted 
during game time, from 4:05 to 
5 p.m. during the same time that 
the rival WINS is -carrying the 
play-by-play under joint sponsor- 
ship of White Owl and Ballantine. 

This will be no “Take Me Out To 

(Continued on page 20) 


‘Marta Abba Contesting 











Paris. March 18. 


TELEVISION'S FULL SPEED AHEAD 


Boom Days Seen Over For Run-of- Mill COLOR NIK NIX f, 


Pirandello Royalties | 


Royalties on plays of the late Luigi | 


Pirandello are being disputed in the 


Civil Court in Rome. Pirandeilo 
died in 1939. and in 1940 his former 
star and friend Marta Abba dis- 


closed a will dated 1926 in which Pir- 
andello bequeathed her the royalties 
to four of his early plays which she 
had made famous, Royalties of his 
other 14 works went to his two sons. 

Latter are not contesting the will, 
but Miss Abba claims 
entitled to a cut on the 
all Pirandello’s plays, 


accruing fron 
besides the four named in the will, 
eging inspired him in writing 


that she is also | 
royalties | 








Tex & Jinx Meet Selves Coming, 
Going Via Multiple Radio-Tele Deals 


+ Mr. and Mrs. team of Tex McCrary 
‘ ; and Jinx Falkenburg, already 
Mull Jolson Sequel | through the throes of a long-planned 
incorporation, is rapidly shaping into 

Hollywood, March 18. | one of the top radio-television pack- 

Followup to “The Jolson Story” is |age agencies in the business. with 
under consideration on the Columbia | themselves as the prize plum in most 
lot, following huddles by Harry |of the programs. Couple are set to 





Cohn, Sid Skolsky and Jolson, him- | start two sponsored television shows 
self. | within the next month and have 
Picture is clicking so well at the | Several radio programs in the plan- 


boxoffice that a sequel is logical, | ing stage, with a green light from 


both from an artistic and financial , Station execs at WNBC to get ‘em 
standpoint. Jolson. who registered | Teady for airing. 

vocally but not visually in “The| Home-built video format of the 
Jolson Story,” may appear in the | McCrarys has been picked up by 


contemplated sequel. | Bristol-Myers, 


|} Rubicam, for 


through Young & 
one-shot showcase 
{sponsorship over NBC around the 
| first of March. Deal, pacted through 
|Selma Lee at the William Morris 
| agency, repping McCrary, calls for 


Wives, Babies Leave 
Little Prom Time For |B-M to continue sponsorship if the 
Ex-Gl Collegiates ones ak Cibecuace eas deebonee 


Kansas City. March 18 jcontinue sustaining and stay open 


: : | for sale. 
Sorne of the music-buying com- | 





Program will utilize poth films and 
live action, with a set built as a 
facsimile of the McCrary living 


mittees at colleges in this area have 
their own reasons for the failure of 


name bands to araw the pre-war (Continued on page 22) 
crowds to school proms. They point | ing 
out that a goodly portion of male 

enrollment in loeal larnin’ institu- 


tions consists of ex-Gl’s, who in| DR. A. P. GIANNINI Bl0G 
many cues amt ond 2". MAY BE BOUGHT FOR PIC 


ers. And they no longer care — 
Nation’s filmgeers will get an- 


the occasional fling at school stints, 
the main attraction is the hearth-| other inside peek at what makes 
side. | Hollywood tick with the biopic of 
Similar reports have drifted in | A. P, Giannini, board chairman of 
from schools in other areas in the the Bank of America, which is one 
midwest territory, And if the ex- jor Rens a backers of 
GI's ain't fathers or even married | rae Sue ae ges ee Ft 
they’re much too matured, via their | etenmen ts Samed. hes tide rer 
wartime experiences, to fool around | Julian Tenets F ealioeg on the 
with the once 100% collegiate Sat- | financier, titled, “A. P. ‘Giannini— 
urday night hop. |Giant in the West,” but Dana is 
U. of Kansas is one school which holding off to see how book gales go 
is recognizing the lack of lure to its|before making any commitments. 





enrollment. Attendance at dances | Book is scheduled for June 2 publi- 
for the first semester was decidedly | cation by Prentice-Hall, but a special 
lukewarm. As a result, only two | advance edition will be issued on the 


have been scheduled for the re-|Coast May.7, date of Gianinni’s 77th 
mainder of the year. ' birthday. 




















































































































== The Hour 
—fee OF Charm 
= ee All-Girl Orchestra and Choir 
* Conducted by 
Ye PHIL SPITALNY 





Sundays, 4:30 P.M. EST 
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Miss Truman Shows 15-Million Aud 
Promising Pipes; No Met Threat Yet 


Even the Republicans pulled for # 
Margaret Truman Sunday night (16) 


when the President's daughter made 
her radio debut with the Detroit 
Symphony over ABC, and the gal 
showed her 
souri. True, Miss Truman will prob- 


neighbors from Mis- | 


| 
} 





Chevalier Running 
Between Pix, Disk Bids 


Sellout grosses for the Maurice 


ably never throw a scare into Lily Chevalier engagement at the Henry 
Pons. nor is the Met likely to bench Miller theatre, N. Y., may extend 


Patrice Munsel in her favor, but 
she displayed pipes with color, ap- 
peal and personality which effec- 
tively overcame her nervousness. 
Nervous and scared she had plenty 


of right to be, because if anyone 
ever put herself on a spot, it was 
Miss Truman Sunday night. There 
were plenty of political and musical 


Snoos 


among 15,000,000 listeners 
ready and waiting to jump on her 


slightest misstep, and they never 
had a prayer. Publicity from the 
previous week’s postponement be- 
cause of her laryngitis heightened 


the tension and hopped the show’s 
regular listening audience five-fold. 

In the face of some rough edges 
which indicate the need for a lot 
more training, Miss Truman’s voice 
was, nevertheless, full-bodied in all 


registers, showing some strong high Town.” 


tones and a nice coloratura quality. 
She was a little bold and pushing, a 
result of nervousness that was fairly 
well hidden; and was even off pitch 
and uncertain in voice placement at 
times, But while not sensational, 
she was certainly no worse than the 
average preem soloist, and for a de- 
but before one of the largest radio 
audiences ever to hear a first ap- 
pearance, Miss Truman’s perform- 
ance was certainly a success. 

Everybody knew who the soloist 
was, and plenty assumed that, she 
couldn't have gotten the bid if it 
weren't for the White House angle, 
all of which may or may not be. But 
she didn't let anyone in the audience 
down, which is all that can be asked 
of any trouper. 


Musical Digest sponsors were cute | 


with the intro, too, smartly laying 
(Continued on page 22) 


20th-Fox in Middle Of 
Gene Tierney’s ‘Family 


b ] *,@¢ * ¢ ° ; . s £ ,. 
Squabble’ Litigation 'r2 “oa woke. 


Hartford, March 18. 


Contractual troubles of fiim actress | 
Gene Tierney are headed for Fed- | 
Judge J. ; structures of unusual character” 


eral court trial here. 
Joseph has denied a motion for a 
summary judgment by one of the 


parties to a civil suit involving the | ™eauirements on 


contractual relations of the filmster. 
20th Century-Fox is defendant in a 
$50,000 civil suit brought by the 
Belletier Corp., a Tierney family 
holding company which promoted 
the career of the actress. Suit was 
instituted on the grounds that the 
company owes the corporation 
wages for the actress’. work and that 
it was responsible for the disaffirma- 
tion by the actress of her contract 
with Belletier Corp. 

At a hearing held before Judge 
Smith on Feb. 17 the suit was said 
by the film company’s attorney, 


} 


the chanteur’s original four-week 
stand at that house until May 18, 
when he takes off on a tour of 
Canadian onenighters starting in 
Montreal four days later. After the 
Canadian tour, accompanied by 
his American manager Arthur Les- 
ser, Chevalier will sail for 
June 15, returning to America in 
September when he'll do a tour. 
Chevalier still has to make up his 
mind on several film and recording 
deals offered him. It’s expected that 
decision will be reached this week. 
When last in this country Chevalier 
recorded for Victor, but new affilia- 
tion is still up in the air. 
United States pictures 





Paris | 











248th | WEEK ; 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Murray—he’s tops.” 


ROBERT YOUNG. 


Ken 








(Milton | 


Sperling-WB), has been after Cheva- | 


lier, as is RKO. Latter firm claims 
a commitment from the singer to 
do the narration for “Man About 
a Rene Clair production 
made in Paris. Narration is neces- 
sary so that film can be released 
without subtitles. 

Chevalier expects to start his pic- 
ture work around Dec. 15 upon com- 
pletion of his American concert tour. 


Looks OK for Kids 
Under 16 To Act 


Albany, March 18. 








With the legislature rapidly wind- 


|ing up its session today, number of 


,show biz bills suffered various 
fates. Mahoney-Finch bill allowing 
| children under 16 to engage in thea- 
| trical performances under permits 
issued by local education boards or 
their designated offices is heading 
for passage. Identical measures 
passed the Assembly and Senate but 
crossed paths, making substitution 
|}impossible then. It’s expected to 
|obtain final approval before legis- 


bill, 
sored by the State Labor Dept., re- 
defining places of public assembly, 
include hotels less than 50 rooms, 


and reducing from 135 to eight the 
number of agencies enforcing special 


public assembly 
iplaces is dead. It also failed of 
passage last year. It was _ intro- 


duced as a result of the Hartford 
circus fire, Boston’s Cocoanut Grove 
| holocaust and other disasters. 


ARTS COMBINE TO CURB 
NEGRO DISCRIMINATION 


Foundation for a concerted drive 
on all facets of show business to 
reduce discrimination against Ne- 
groes and other minorities was laid 
Sunday (16) in a special meeting of 








Frederick Pride, to be the result of | the Cultural Division of the Nation- 


a “family squabble” involving the | a] 


actress and her parents, Howard S. 
and Belle L. Tierney of Westport, 
who with J. Kenneth Bradley are 
members of the management cor- 
poration. 


Negro Congress. Charges were 
laid, backed in many cases by fig- 
|; ures, that producers and unions 
were discriminating against employ- 
ment of Negroes in films, legit, art, 
| literature, radio, music and adver- 


Judge Smith denied the summary | tising. 


judgment motion in regard -to the 
pay issue because the length of time 
Miss Tierney worked under her orig- 
inal contract has not been clearly 
established. 


Show Biz Rallies to Aid 





In each case a panel of adminis- 
trators was formed to follow recom- 
mended ‘steps to break down dis- 
| crimination and segregation, 
wherever possible, economic boy- 
cott and pressures. Heads of the 
panels were: films, Herbert Biber- 
man and John Wexley: radio, Rob- 
ert Heller; legit, Lee Sabinson; lit- 





N.Y. City College Fund erature, Walter Bernstein; advertis- 


Show 
field Saturday 


biz moves into the fashion 
(22) at the Waldorf- 


Astoria (N. Y.) grand baliroom with | 


an auction for City College’s Centen- 
nial Fund. Luncheon will have 
Richard Waring, Florence Desmond, 
Renee DeMarco, John Kieran, Tex 
McCrary and _= Jinx 
Harry 
bana line with Milton Berle auction- 


ing off hats by John Frederics, 
Walter Florell, Sally Victor and 
Bragaard. 


Falkenburg, | 
Hershfield and the Copaca- | 


ing, Walter Moss. 
Guest speakers were Dr. 
Locke, philosophy professor 


(Continued on page 27) 


Boyer Cafe Society 
Date Extended to June 


Engagement of Lucienne Boyer at 
Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y., has 
been extended until June 30 at an 
upped salary. French importation, 
| who started at the Barney Joseph- 


Alain 
and 





New styles by Florence Lustig will /son spot at $2,500 has been upped 


be shown. Hats auctioned will be 
modeled by Mrs. Berle. Money wi!! 
be used to finance a living memorial 
to CCNY vets, in the shape of class- 
rooms and new living quarters ‘o 
alleviate crowded campus conditions. 


to $3,500 and will get $4,000 when 
she reopens a‘ that spot in Septem- 
ber. 

Meanwhile the chanteuse is dick- 
ering for dates in San Francisco and 
Hollywood after her N. Y. stand. 


. { 
using | 


! 


(Monday) 


| 





| 


and 
spon- | 


| alities 


| 
} 








-for the story. 


Mrs. Roosevelt Okays 
Showmanship Values In 


Kennedy’s Pix on FDR 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, James 
Roosevelt and Jay Richard Kennedy 


reached an agreement yesterday 
that “theatrica: range’ 
and “dramatic values” were to be 
emphasized in the first of a series of 
full-length features to be made on 
the life and career 
Roosevelt. 

Neither Mrs. Roosevelt, who was 
“unavailable” to the press, nor son 
James had any comment to make on 
the conference, although Kennedy 
revealed that the first film would be 
based on a favorite saying of the 
late President, ‘There is nothing to 
fear but fear itself.” Kennedy staied 
that incidents in Roosevelt's 
leading him to arrive at this con- 


’ 


cept would be used as the basis for | 


a film which will be factual with 
“no dream world people” for 
acters. 

Another element 
dent’s contact via correspondence 
with “hundreds of simple people 
throughout the nation, both in the 
city and country districts.” Ken- 
nedy said “his letters te these people 
the details of his association 
with them are being made available 
to me. From among them, person- 
will be selected for the film 
story, which will show how their 


was the Presi- 


lives were affected by their contact | 


with the President and how his life, 
in turn, was affected by thém.” 


No financing or release for 
picture would be announced at this 
time by Kennedy but he did state 
the film would be completed by 1948. 
It was stressed by the producer that 
Mrs. Roosevelt had no financial or 
business interest in the venture, but 
merely is cooperating in seeing that 
the producer makes the necessary 
contacts and gets necessary material 
Further conference 
between Kennedy and the Roose- 
velts will be held either here or in 
New York. 


ED SULLIVAN ILL 
Ed Sullivan, N, Y. Daily News 
columnist, is seriously ill with 
uremic poisoning. He was forced 
out of his engagement at the Roxy 





theatre, N. Y., Friday night (14). 
There's been no replacement for 


him in the show. 


Phil Regan assumed 
chores. 


his emcee 





Studio Rubbernecking To 
Get Shoo-Fly Brushoff 


Hollywood, March 18. 


Clampdown on the studios will 
continue with greater stringency 


with movement to keep any and all 
except most important visitors off 
the lots. Newspapermen and exhibs 





|being given the thumbo. 
“Yes, it’s true what they say about | 


of President | 


char- | 


the | 











My Favorite Story 
Leuis Sobol 


The clergyman was haranguing 
his congregation. “‘O yes. brothers 
and sisters,” he orated, “there 
came that day when Jonah had 
his momentous adventure on 
the high seas. Let me ask you-- 
was Jonah’s encounter with the 


many-armed, dread octopus? 
Was it with the sharp-toothed 
shark? Was it with some in- 


describable sea-monster?” 
_A little old lady in the front 
pew stood up and said in a sweet 
voice, “Why, reverend, wasn't it 
a whale?” 

The preacher leaned over and 
stared at the obliging old lady 


for a few seconds. Then, in 
honeyed tones, he exclaimed: 
“Yes—a whale! Yes, indeed, it 


was a whale—you white-haired, 
toothless. whistle-voiced, point- 
killing. witch!” 


friends of the press and exhibs, are 


During the war, the. visitor ban 


iwas effected due to secret Govern- 
iment films being lensed on the lots. 


| Later, with war’s end, labor difficul- 
ities served as the means whereby 
| outlanders were shunted away from 
ithe studios. However, a heavy in- 
‘flux of travellers is seen for this 
summer, with transportation eased 
'and the first real “peace-time” vaca- 
|tion in years for Americans who get 





than at any time since Pearl Harbor, | 


| 


' 
! 


| 


still have freedom. of the studios 
because they are considered “busi- | 
ness,” but others, including the 


i 
| 
} 


; 
' 
| 
| 
} 


Earl Carroll Testifies Very Fraikly — 
In D.C. on Labor Featherbedding 


Washington, March 18. 

A law to prevent featherbedding 
in show biz, particularly the stand. 
by musician, was demanded Sature 
day (15) by Earl Carroll in testis 
mony before the House Labor com. 
mittee. Carroll, who flew in from 
the Coast to charge that the AFM in 
L.A. had put the squeeze on him, 
forcing him to up his pit’orch from 
12 to 15, also requested such levis- 


lation from Senator Joseph H. Bail 
(R., Minn.), of the Senate Labor 
committee. 

In the course of his testimony 


Carroll recommended elimination of 
the closed shop ‘and adoption of 
pulsory arbitration. 

He declared the belief that the 
fact of his testimony would lay him 
open to reprisal, particularly by 
James C. Petrillo, and explained that 
one labor leader had predicted that 


come 


Carroll “would be sorry.” The vet- 
eran impresario of the Hollywood 
Theatre-Restaurant also disclosed 


that because of worry by his niece 
and a close friend, he had iiired a 
bodyguard after it was announced 
on the Coast that he would plane 


|that Hollywood gleam ‘in their eyes. | east for the Congressional hearing 


Sightseeing tour deals with 
| companies for rubberneck busses are 
lino longer in effect and visitors, who 
do get through the cordon of guards 
jand regulations, are now rushed 
through, not by studio guides, but 
iby office boys, flacks, mailroom 
‘clerks, etc., indicating studio's lack 
'of desire to encourage guests, 





Flasstad Status 
A Cause Celebre 


pe 
| The Kirsten Flagstad affair is 
something of a cause celebre now 
| because her own country doesn’t 
want her and the U.S. is uncertain 
how to take her. The former Metro- 
politan Opera stalwart arrived in 
N. ¥. Friday (14) after six years In 
her native Norway, and next day. de- 
clared her intentions of becoming 
an American citizen. She had de- 
fended herself boldly to the press on 
her arrival; had disclaimed any med- 
dling in politics, or any singing for 
the Germans or for occupied Nor- 
way. She had gone home in 1941 just 
to be with her husband 
hannsen, accused of being a Quis- 
ling and a war profiteer). 

Famed Wagnerian singer claimed 
the Norwegian people treated her 
badly during her stay and that she 





life | 


tice in Norway attesting to her 
proper conduct during the war. But 
the Norwegian Ambassador in Wash- 
ington, Wilhelm M. Morgenstierne. 
claimed the singer had connived with 
the Germans to return to occupied 
Norway after being refused aid by 
the Norwegian authorities here, and 
that the testimonial didn’t carry the 
force attributed to it. 


U.S. visa in Lisbon and that the 
Norse daren’t criticize for fear of a 
tangle with the U.S. State Dept. She 


Orchestra. She did only two con- 
eerts, both drawing capacity. She 
could have stayed longer, but her 
| U.S. commitments prevented. 

Singer was booked by George 
| Engles, head of Consolidated Artists. 
| for 10 recitals in the U.S. thts spring. 
Over the weekend he announced an- 
other booking, one in N. Y. at Car- 
negie Hall April 20. 








London Indifferent 
London, March 18. 


Collaboration taint seems some- 
thing of the past here. Londoners 
figure those who were guilty have 
been or are being tried, and the rest 
must be okay. Visiting artists for- 
merly under a cloud have been well 
received here. 

Kirsten Flagstad was here recently 
with the London Philharmonic for 
; two SRO concerts, Harold Holt, local 
| biggie agent, who handled her (‘inci- 
| dentally, he is Jewish) claims he'd 





the | 
that “Spike” Wallace, president of 


(Henry Jo- | 


Reported that Mme. Flagstad got a 


came from London, where she was | 
invited by the London Philharmonic | 


| “have her back anytime she wishes 


to return.” 

Beniamino Gigli, Italian tenor ac- 
cused of Fascist sympathies, did sev- 
eral concerts here for Harold Field- 


proved a boxoffice draw everywhere. 
In London's Albert Hell, where a big 
Jewish element was present, he got 
a tremendous reception. 





ing last year all over England and | 





Carroll’s specific complaint was 
the Los Angeles Musicians’ Union 
(Local 47), on March 4 “arbitrarily 
determined” that the house orch 
should go up three musicians. Asked 
if he paid for the men, Carroll said 
they did no work and that there were 
no parts for them, but that he did 
pay them each $120 per week. 





“If the musicians walk out of the 
pit,” he explained, “you're a dead 
pigeon.” 

Shadow of Petrillo 

Other. highlights of the tesimony: 

1. Carroll charged that Petrillo 
| was back of Wallace’s action. “In 
|Los Angeles,” he said, “all policies 
jare laid down by Chicago. I don't 
think ‘Spike’ Wallace takes a step 
without Petrillo.” 

2. In response to questions, Car- 
roll said the California Legislature 
was not doing anything to protect 
him from alleged union racketeer- 

(Continued on page 22) 


‘Vatican Choir Signed For 
First U.S. Tour; Two N.Y. 
Concerts at $5, $25 Tops 








The 400-year-old Roman choir, 
popularly called the Vatican Choir, 
| will make its first appearance in 
| America this year. Group has been 


| granted permission by the Pope to 
|} tour this country and it’s expected 


was glad to be back in the U.S. She | that a group of 63 people will arrive 
had a testimonial from the Chief Jus-| jn the U. S. during the summer. 


Choir will be under direction of Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. Licinio Refice. 

American Touring Enterprises Co. 
is arranging the tour, which will in- 
clude two New York concerts. One, 
,at the Metropolitan Opera House, 
| will have a $25 top; other, in Madi- 
; son Square Garden, will have a $5 
| limit. 
| Waldimar Lubarsky, ATEC presi- 
|} dent, started negotiations to bring 
this group to America 12 years ago. 
Tour is being arranged by Frances 
Foster, ATEC’s g-neral manager. 





Ballerina Who Can Act 
Wanted for Brit. Pic 


Michael Powell, producer-director 
|for J. Arthur Rank, is on an inter- 
national hunt for a femme lead who 
must be a ballerina to play in his 
|projected film “Red Shoes.” Rank 
;exee is currently in New York, ar- 
poeta by plane Sunday (16) and 
‘returns to England tomorrow (20) 
| after a fast look at possibilities in 
U.S. ballet companies and elsewhere. 

Part calls for a looker, a dancer 
and one who can speak English well, 
| Powell says. He’s also eyeing several 


| prospects on the Continent. 
| 


_Lauder’s Final ‘Farewell’ 
U.S. Tour Again Discussed 


| Sir Harry Lauder, the Scotch 
| comedian now in his 76th year, 
| would like to do one grand farewell 
| tour of America before he really 
retires. Lauder has expressed his 
desire to make one more trip to 
America in the form of a vacation 








and concert series. 
William Morris, Jr... who han- 
dled Lauder’s many “farewell 


tours” prewar, has been urging the 
| Scot to appear in the United States, 
| but so far hasn’t had any definite 
‘ commitment. 
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PICTURES 











Wanted: A Prez for United Artists: 


Annual Sweepstakes for Raftery’s Job 


Annual sweepstakes {s on to find a+ 


successor to Edward C. Raftery as 
prexy of United Artists. Search is 
a regular thing at this time of the 
year, preceding the stockholders’ 
meeting in May. It has resulted in 
the past five years in the enforced 
holdover of Raftery—who as UA'’s 
counsel was asked in 1941 to serve 
on an interim basis—because of in- 
ability of the owners to locate or 
agree on a permanent prexy. 
Owners Mary Pickford and 
Charles Chaplin are determined this 
year, however, to settle the issue, 
since they feel it imperative to have 
a permanent president as part of 
their effort to stabilize the com- 
pany’s future and end the rumors 
and pot-boiling which has for years 
been associated with it. With David 
©. Selznick no longer the third 
stockholder, Miss Pickford and 
(haplin are sure they can come to 
to 


an agreement on a successor 
Raftery. who has long since notified 
them of his desire to return to his | 
law practice. 

Problem, as observers see it, how- 
ever, is greater than that of merely 
getting agreement of the owners. 


It’s in finding the right man for the 
job. Type of exec Miss Pickford and 
Chaplin want can hardly be lured 
with coin, since his present net earn- 
ings—under present high tax brack- 
ets—are probably almost as great as 
UA could possibly pay him. Second- 
ly. most top execs of other com- 
panies consider the UA presidency 
an uncomfortable job of sitting on a 
seething cauldron and few of them 
desire to take a chance on being 
(Continued on page 18) 


MASON’S ‘KING DAVID’ 
HIS 2D PIC FOR KORDA 


Second film in which James Mason 
will star under his two-picture deal 
with Sir Alexander Korda is “The 
Life of King David,” it was disclosed 
yesterday (Tuesday). First pic will 
be “The King’s General,” from the 
Daphne du Maurier novel, to which 
Korda owns rights. 


“General,” according to present in- 
dications, may be made in Hollywood 
next fall, with “King David” follow- 
ing in England. Latter is from an 
original story based on biblical ma- 
terial. It bears nothing but a gen- 
eral resemblance to “Bathsheba,” le- 
giter in which Mason will open on 
Broadway next week, although it is 
likewise based on the biblical King 
David legend. 


Stevenson Sailing Sat. 
To Direct 1 For Korda 


Director Robert Stevenson and 
his wife will sail Saturday (22) on 
the Queen Elizabeth from New 
York to London under the exchange 
agreement between David O. Selz- 
nick and Sir Alexander Korda. 
Stevenson, under contract to Selz- 
nick, is to direct David Niven in 
“Bonnie Prince Charlie” at Korda’s 
London studios. Niven will leave 
Hollywood for the chore early in 

ay. 

_ Also aboard the Elizabeth will be 
Sir C. Aubrey Smith. and his wife 
and Carol Reed. Smith and Reed 
are likewise under pact to Korda. 
Reed, who arrived in the U. S. 
about a month ago, has been going 
ov er plans for Universal's release of 
‘Odd Man Out,” which he produced 
and directed. 











DOS-Son in Fla. Vacash 


David O. Selznick is vacationing 
currently in Palm Beach with 
son, Jeffrey. Producer, who had 
been in New York for several weeks, 
left for Florida Friday (14) for 10- 
day visit, following the clearing up 
of di fliculties on “Duel in the Sun” 
with the Legion of Decency. 

He'll return from the south to 


look over 
Jenny,” 
locations, 


shooting of “Portrait of 

being made on Manhattan 

tae Young Selznick will re- 
& to school near Boston. 


York for an indefinite stay to | 








his | 





| saturation” 
| cording to Goetz, 


‘Robe’ May Be Moved 








Overhead Okay 


Universal-International will not 
join the current economy drive in 
Hollywood to cut production over- 
head costs, William Goetz, U-I's 
studio chief and executive veepee, 
said last week. Action taken by 
other studios such as Metro and 
20th-Fox was caused by “over- 
of top personnel, ac- 
which made the 
move necessary. 

Business of trimming down over- 
head was taken care of when In- 
ternational Pictures merged with 
Universal last year, he added, and 
the company sees no need for fur- 


ther action at present. 
Goetz, in New York on a two- 
week visit, is favorably inclined 


towards pacting for indie production 
and has set no ceiling on the num- 


| ber of pix which the studio will con- 


for outside its own walls. 


(Continued on page 12) 


U’S SEIDELMAN MAY 
ACCOMP RANK TO U. S. 


J. Arthur Rank arrives in New 
York May 7 and, in all likelihood, 
will be aceompanied by Joseph H. 
Seidelman, Universal's veepee in 
charge of the foreign dept. Seidel- 
man is currently in Europe presid- 
ing over U's first international con- 
vention in Paris, since the beginning 
of the war. 

He’s expected to journey to Lon- 
don following close of the conven- 
tion to meet Rank and sail to the 
U. S. with him. 


MPA Shows 397 Pix In 
’46 Against 371 in ’45: 


Washington, March 18. 

More than 62% of all featiire films 
approved by the MPA Production 
Code Administration last year came 
from original stories, PCA reported 
last week. 

Other source material for ap- 
proved films was divided as follows: 
65 novels, 22 stage plays, 10 radio 
plays, 10 published short stories and 
14 cartoon strips. In addition, PCA 
rejected 91 books, play treatments 
and seripts as violating code pro- 
visions, The PCA staff read 928 
scripts, or 56 more than in 1945. 

PCA announced that Hollywood 
purchased 397 features last year, as 
compared with 371 in 1945; ‘and 549 
shorts compared with 521 in 1945. 
Melodramas ranked first in number 
during 1946, with horse operas sec- 


tract 








ond. herazade” (U) and “Happened in| 
a aaa ae Brooklyn” (M-G). Last-named is | 
Buchman East showing only in N. Y. but is giving | 

Sidney Buchman, Columbia pro-} ample evidence of its scar . a 
ducer, is expected in New York this | first week ‘Brunette” oe bare 5 
got started during the past week, 


week from the Coast. 
He'll huddle with Col execs on 
distribution of “Assigned to Treas- | 


The one-man control of Republic 
exercised by Herbert J. Yates since | 


he has been trying to handle diverse | 
duties 
of any one man. 

Knock - down - and-drag-out ad 
for control of Rep was avoided by 
Yates’ willing submission to G-B 
demand for six reps on the 14-man 
board. Fight might still 
howeve 
in the directorate or the Goetz- 
Brulatour ownership is dissatisfied 

(Continued’ on page 25) 





Skouras, Silverstone 
Off on So. Am. Survey; 
Schlaifer Stands By 


Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, 
and Murray Silverstone, head of 
20th-International, planed for Mex- 
ico City yesterday (Tues.) on the 
first leg of a six-week Latin-Ameri- 


can trip. Expanding South and 
Central American marxets are 
prompting this first-hand visit by 


Skouras, being one of the few Amer- 
ican film company top executives to 
make this trek although several for- 
eign department toppers have toured 
the territory. Skouras has been to 
curope two or three times in the 


fry 


America. 
Charles Schlaifer, pub-ad head, 
accordingly is delaying his planned 
(Continued on page 25) 


beyond the physical capac wad | 


impend, | 
r, if there are serious clashes | 





past couple of years but not to South | 


ATES’ 1-MAN REPUB RULE ENDS 














Industry Dinner 


In N.Y. for Rank 


will 


Eric Johnston play host in 
May to J. Arthur Rank at a lavish 
industrywide dinner in New York 


which will also Mark the 25th anni 
of the Motion Picture Assn. About 
1,500 guests will be invited (they'll 
pay $15 a head) to the shindig at 
the Waldorf-Astoria. 

A load of Hollywood glamor will | 
mark the function, with arrange- | 
ments being made for attendance of 
top players, company chieftains and 
every other important name asso- 
ciated with films. Ranking: govern- 
mental execs of England and the 
U.S. also will be invited. 





V.p.s of most of the companies 
will hold their initial meeting to 
plan the dinner at the MPA of- 
fices in New York today (Wednes- 
day). Francis Harmon, v.p. of the 

(Continued on page 27) 
JOHNSTON TO TESTIFY 
Washington, March 18. 


Eric Johnston is one of a number 


of leading Americans who have 


mittee 





curb and outlaw Communism, 
Hearings begin March 24. 





exhibitors in several cities. 


pictures are pushing ahead just 


the overall total not bad, 


sidering. 
New leader 


is con- 


“Best 
aided 


this gession is 
Years of Our Lives” (RKO), 
by publicity on Academy awards. 
It's edging out “Pursued” (WB) by 
a small margin. “Years” is in only 
eight keys covered by VARIETY but 
big in all of them. It is top grosser 
in both Cincinnati and Washington 








setting a new high in former spot. 
“Pursued,” in just seven keys, is 
giving a good account of itself 
wherever playing. 

Others in Big 10 this stanza, in 
point of coin and play-dates, are 
“Boomerang” (20th), “Favorite 
Blonde” (Par), “Sinbad” (RKO), 
“Jolson” (Col), “Beginning or End” 
(M-G), “Prentiss” (WB), “Sche- 





'and ran into adverse factors in sev- 


eral keys. 


ury.” which he is producing inde: | “Locket’ (RKO), another new 
endently in assogiation with Jay | picture, is not smash to date but 
Richard Kennedy | may do better after getting out into 


Income Tax Blues Hurt—‘Years,’ ‘Pursued,’ 
rang, ‘Brunette,’ ‘Sinbad’ Top Big 10 


Income tax blues and mild prod- | the 
uct are being blamed this week by | Palace, N. Y. this week. 
D | It’ Ss 

espite 
these adverse factors, several new | 


National Boxoffice Survey 


though conditions were normal, and | though playing in only four cities. 


BRULATOUR. ING... Liberty's M-C Deal on ‘State of Union’ 
GOETZ MOVE IN (Capra-Tracy), Stevens’ ‘Mama’ (RKO) 
‘Cues Co.'s Possible Shift in Operation 


To Denham as Rank Pic its founding almost 30 years ago has | * Pending deal gz Liberty Films 
<e ige —acke gg os ing: - Pang? a and {with Metro, by which latter would 
- ) are ‘ n Goetz and Jules Brulatour in- ‘A b Set R d F distribute “State of the Union” an 
Production of “The Robe” may be | terests in Rep’s ownership, which i in | m er S ecor or eo Spencer Tracy to star in a 
transferred to Denham, with J.|the past have allowed Yates full | T hni | F t | Frank Capra film, is understood te 
Arthur Rank considering this pos- | sway in running the company, are | echnicoior Foo age have a number of unusual angles in- 
sibility at the present time. dissatisfied with earnings and prog- | Hollywood, March 18 voked by Metro. Studio’s aim is said 
Frank Ross is reputed to have in- | ress during the lush war years and} Total of 229,000 feet of Technicolor | to be ay oidance of a clamor from 
vested over $1,000,000 in the Lloyd | have stepped in to exercise partial film was exposed in the shooting of | its producers that it is handing par- 
C. Douglas novel It’s five years | control, it was learned as a result|“Forever Amber,” the highest figure | ticipation deals to outsiders while 
since Ross first skedded the book for | of disclosures in proxy statements|ever used on one picture in the} steadfastly refusing them to its own 

production, in Hollywood (RKO was | sent out last week. history of 20th-Fox. Previous record | people. . 
then to distribute, and Mervyn Yates will continue as prexy un-|for the studio was held by “Wilson,” “Union” pact, therefore, is under- 
LeRoy to direct), and under present | der the five-year pact into which} which exposed about 200,000 feet of | stood to call for a flat loanout fee 
conditions the picture likely would | he entered March 1, 1946. However,|tinted celluloid i|for Tracy, plus a_ percentage of 
eost Rank around $3,000,000, his duties very likely will be split Length of the finished picture, | profits, with the latter clearly to be 
up, with the return perhaps of Moe ; when released in November, will be| for the actor’s services and not tied 
Siegel (recently exiting Metro) or |approximately 15,000 feet. |}up with distribution. Release would 
some other top studio exec to help - }be on a straight percentage basis, 
No Cost Cuts At on the production end. Goet ang | as in indie pacts by other companies. 
tour interests—which ha | Liberty deal with Metro, plus 
: mal alliance so far as steB as: “> Johnston {0 Host | George Stevens’ acceptance a few 
UJ \ 8 . moves are concerned—feel Yates lw eeks ago of a.directorial chore from 
™ ays oetz an extremely capable exec but that | |RKO on “I Remember Mama,” is 

> 3 


seen as adding strength to repeated 


| change 
one 
e 


— 


| 
| reports recently 


ween 
the latter 
| ployment 
| three producers, 
pra and Stevens and executive 


that the unit might 
form by being absorbed into 
of the majors. Plan is said to 
an exchange of stock be- 
Liberty and the studio, with 
taking over Liberty em- 
contracts for the unit’s 
William Wyler, Ca- 
Sam 


nvisage 


| Briskin 


Liberty has a distrib pact with 


| RKO for three films and an optional 


RKO as one of the pix 


} 





| 


fourth. 


i Ss 


Crosby 
okay 

Rose,” 
the unit will see any profit on its 
$550,000 production nut. 
the Anne Nichols story ran into a 
storm of charges of racial caricatur- 
ing which severely hurt its bookings. 


“Mama” 
by 
the 


chore on 
being accepted 
under 
(Continued on page 18) 


Stevens’ 
understood 


LOOKS LIKE ‘ABIE’ WILL 


JUST ABOUT GET OUT 


Present indications are that Bing 

Productions will come out 
financially on “Abie’s Irish 
although it is highly unlikely 


Remake of 


Pic has been doing pretty well in 


small towns, which may serve to get 
| it off the hook, It fails, however, 


to 


been invited to testify before the | Click in larger cities. In addition to 
| House Un-American Activities Com- these b.o. characteristics, film is suf- 
on proposed legislation to | fering from refusal of a number of 
top circuits to book it. 
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National Film Carriers (Truckers) 
To Physically Distrib Now OK'd ‘Duel 


Selznick Releasing Organization + 


Jast week decided against physical 





e * 
distribution via United Artists and Dickinson’s UWP Post 
will go ahead on pending deal with apt 
National Film Carriers. Contract-for}| Edward T. Dickinson, Jr., has been 
the latter is now being drawn and | named as veepee in charge of de- 
probably will be signed within a few | velopment and distribution of edu- 
weeks, Extremely detailed, it calls}cational films of United World Pic- | 





for payment on a per-piece basis for | tures, 16m subsid of Universal, Dick- 
shipping, inspecting, splicing and inson last served as one of the Amer- 
whatever other processes are re- | iean representatives on the Emer- 
quired. Carriers, an association of | gency Economic Committee for 

film trucking concerns, are to set up | Europe, attached to the U. S. Em- | 





depots to handle the SRO product. | bassy in London. 

Part of the dgreement when David} Prior te the war, Dickinson was } 
©. Selznick and UA recently split | research asst. to Irving S. Olds, U. S. | 
up was that consideration would be | Steel's board chairman. During hos- 
wiven by the distributing company | tilities, he held the post of execu- | 
to handle SRO product. UA board |tive director of the planning com- | 
took up the question at two meet- | miftee of the War Production Board 
ings recently. It agreed to handle | and later served overseas with the | 
“Duel in the Sun” only, but set what |U. S. Marine Corps. 
it admitted was a high fee providing 
a substantial profit margin. Selz- 


nickites apparently felt this out of | 2 
reason and therefore are going} ar ests ] 
through with the truckers’ deal. 


| Sales In Tough 





Decency okay on “Duel,” SRO prez 
Neil Agnew and sales chief Milt 
Kusell have called a huddle of dis- 





trict managers in New York today 
(Wednesday). Two-day sesh at the 
Waldorf-Astoria will be attended by 
Sam Horowitz, Chicago; Edward | 
Fontaine. Washington, D. C.: A. J. 
Deleambrae, Dallas: Tom Duane,| With the aim of eliminating anti- 
Boston: Henry Krumm, Atlanta; and | trust danger spots throughout the 
John Howard, Los Angeles. country, Paramount has launched 

Actual selling of “Duel,” SRO's | into a new but limited policy of 
initialer, held up by failure of the | competitive selling before the decree 
L.. of D. to approve the pic, will now | makes action mandatory. Company’s 
go ahead full scale. Also on the/j|distrib toppers are selecting the 
agenda for the sales conclave will be} worst test spots and in those situa- 
plans for Sept. 1 release of SRO’s| tions have thrown open the .market 
“The Paradine Case” and later re-| on its product for competing offers 
lease of “Portrait of Jenny.’ Like-| by rival exhibs. Action is predicat- 
wise, reissue this summer of “Inter- | ed on Par’s desire to mollify theatre 
mezzo.” operators in localities where the 


ee 





46 Cuts charges of unfair runs and clearance 

Personal confabs by Selznick and! have been hottest and to thereby | 
his chief flack, Paul MacNamara, | forestall any more anti-trust actions. | 
with Legion officials in New York Among the bigger situations ear- | 
Jast week resulted in breaking the | marked for pre-decree bid selling | 


Ent’s $13,500,000 for 6 


Hollywood, March 18. 


Enterprise announced a budget of 
$13,500,000 for six films during the 
coming year, as part of its first anni- 
versary celebration. 

Pictures slated for lensing will be 
“Wild Calendar,” “They Passed This 
Way,” “The Black Hat,’ “East of 
Cairo” and two other properties, one 
to star Norma Shearer and one to 


| star Barbara Stanwyck. 





Bis 5 May Fight 
Bidding Delay 


Opposition among some of the Big 
Five to stay of the decree’s competi- 
tive bidding features, pending appeal, 
is so strong that there is more than 
a chance of theatrc-owning de- 
fendants actively fighting the post- 
ponement when the question comes 
up before U. S. Supreme Court 


Justice Stanley F. Reed next week. |! 


In lawyers’ meets extending over the 
past two weeks, the thorny puzzler 
was mulled by Big Five reps without 
any decision being made. 

Should Big Five members oppose 
the delay being sought by the Lit- 
tle Three, they will be alone 


j}since the Government has already 


Theatre Aeras 


announced a hands-off policy on the 
subject. Strategy of some of the Big 
Five members, led by attorneys for 
20th-Fox, is to swing into full-scale 
bid selling operations long before 


|the high court passes on the decree, | 
|it's reliably reported. The idea is to | 


make that method of selling a suc- 
cessful substitute for theatre divorce- 
ment to head off any Government 
arguments that divestiture alone can 
rid the industry of monopoly viola- 
tions. 

Attorneys for some of the Big Five 
are allergic to any delay because it 
would deprive them of documenta- 
tion of their proposed argument that 
competitive selling has taken off the 
curse of anti-trust violations. Of the 

(Continued on page 25) 





Sears’ New Gimmick: Non-Auction — 
Sale of UA Product to All Comers 


* Unique plan for selling certaj 
United Artists’ pix under the deeree 
without the necessity of followin 
competitive bidding regulations jg 
being considered by Grad Sears, 
‘UA sales chief, who's voiced hig 
idea in hush-hush fashion to pro. 
ducers. Plan, which Sears believes 
meets the decree’s requirements, 
would be to offer films to all comers 





Ornstein Aides Sears 


George H. Ornstein, member of 
United Artists foreign department 
for the past year, was named as- 
sistant to distribution chief Grad 
Sears yesterday (Tuesday), Orn- 
stein has been touring Latin Ameri- 





ca and served for several months in| on non-exclusive runs at pre-set 
the Panama and Havana branches. | terms bracketed according to both 
During the war he was a transport} run and the size of the house 
pilot for TWA and test pilot for | Distribution operations would be 
North American Aviation, |under sec. 8 (a) of the decree 
Ornstein is husband of the former | which provides for licensing films 
,|Gwyne Pickford, daughter of Mary | in any competitive area by offering 
| Pickford’s late sister Lottie. Miss | pix “to the operator of each theatre 
| Pickford and her husband, Buddy | in such area who desires to ex- 
|Rogers, visited the Ornsteins in| hibit it on some run (other than 
Havana a few weeks ago. Ornsteins| that upon which such feature is 
arrived in New York last Thursday | to be exhibited in the theatre of the 
(13). licensor) selected by such operator, 
and upon uniform terms.” Sec. 8 (a) 
is the alternative to competitive 
selling, which in turn only applies 
“where a run is desired, or is to be 








ing theatres.” Sears figures that by 
ues a a =i = | giving non-exclusive runs he won't 
|have to follow competitive bid 
T Di ib 8 Pi 
| 0 ist IX | tain of its product, would work as 
follows: Company, itself, would 
— former recently resigned the | to obtain a high enough rental, non- 
presidency on grounds of ill health | competitively, from outside exhibs. 
law courts to prohibit Rank and! ing capacity of houses in an area 
open ien associates from distribut- | so that larger theatres would pay 
pire Films of Canada and United |; can have the film, day-and-date, 


method under sec. 8 (c). 
Toronto, March 18. handle first-runs on a _ four-wall 
|0f Odeon Theatres of Canada, has| On second-runs, UA would fix a 
| ing eight British films in Canada | more than the smaller for playing 
World Pictures Co. of Canada, Eagle- | providing they’re ready to meet the 


| 
Paul Nathanson 
offered, upon terms which exclude 
simultaneous exhibition in compet. 
How It Works 
The UA system, applied to cer- 
Paul Nathanson, former 50-50 | lease operation. This would be 
}partner with J. Arthur Rank until | done because UA wouldn't be able 
- — ° ° " ° 
|filed an injunction in the Toronto | rental scaled according to the seat- 
and Newfoundland. Nathanson’s | the film. Any and all exhibs in 
| Projected court battle names Em-| the area would be told that they 
Lion Pictures of Canada, and Rank, | set rental. This offer would hold 
alleging conspiracy to break and de- | regardless of what previous policy 


roe “ ” : ' feat contracts to the exclusive and | an exhib had set for his house, pro- 
deadlock which had left ‘Duel yet are Chicago, Dallas, Memphis, Okla- N y LABMEN PROGRESS isole rights to distribute the eight viding, of course, he signified a 
classified by the Catholic Church} homa City, San Francisco, Los An- eke 


o.o.ers for more than four weeks /| geles, Seattle and Portland, a com- | 
after it was reviewed. Final award pany spokesman said. In other sites 
of a B rating—meaning “objection-| such as Philadelphia, where William 
able in  part’—was obtained by | Goldman is vying with Warner Bros. 
making 46 cuts. By reediting and re-| for Par product, the distrib has en- 
placing other sequences, slicing Te-| tered competitive negotiations as dis- 
sulted in chopping only two minutes | tinguished from bid sales. 


(Continued on page 18) Distinction between the two meth- 


ods, it’s said, is that bid selling fol- 
DELAWARE NABE’S 105G lows the decree’s strictures in that 
the distrib places a minimum rental 
TRUST SUIT VS SCHINE on its film and then asks for bids 
° by exhibs. Competitive negotiation 
Washington, March 18. method employed in some localities 
Civil anti-trust suit has been filed | by Par starts with no minimum. The 
in the U. S. District Court here by | company merely allows competitors 
Shore Amusements, Inc., of Milford, | to meet or beat bids made by rivals, 
Del., asking $105,000 plus an injunc- and this is, in effect, progressive 
tion against “threatened loss and | bidding. 
damage.” Named as defendants by In the main, Par has confined its 
the operator of the Shore Theatre, competitive selling to nabe situations, 
at Milford, are Paramount, Loew's, | the company exec said. In certain 
20th-Fox. Warner, RKO, Columbia, | spots where it’s felt conditions do not 
the Schine Chain Theatres, Inc., | warrant a switch to decree methods, 
and Chesapeake Theatres Corp. Par has nixed exhib requests for an 
Complaint says that no one can early start in competitive selling. 
operate a theatre properly without | One such situation is Minneapolis, 
adequate product, and asserts that | where the company will continue 
the Schine interests have tied up the | Under its old method despite exhib 
distributor defendants completely. , pleas to the contrafy. 
Since prior to 1939, it is charged, the 


Jaw ful “combination among “nem: | COST OF LIVING WAGE 
selves and have monopolized leasing 
HIKES FOR STUDIOITES 


of motion picture films in certain 
‘Hollywood, March 18. 


cities and towns in violation of the 
Sherman Act.” ' ‘ ; 
Complaint adds that “the great Major film studios are offering 
film leasing power of the Schine de- | wage tilts of 117% to studio guilds 
fendants has been exerted to obtain _and UNIONS to coincide with the re- 
special preferences and advantages. ,cent rise in the cost of living. Ap- 
Beginning in January, 1946, J. Myer proximately 15,000 employes on 10 
Schine,  dowiinating figure in the | Major lots figure to gain more than 
Schine defendants, made persistent | $1,000,000 by ro Regan geen omg Offer 
and determined efforts to take over fetes mace to conform to the agree- 
management of the Shore theatre.” [aeons signed last July, providing for 
;reopening of the labor contract in 
,accordance with the advancé in liv- 


ATA HO in NY. Par Bldg. '°% 3x°2%° 


Adjustments, retroactive to Jan. 1, 
led Cash Bo Lo are equivalent fo the uppage in the 
Burg ’ X SS | cost-of-living index, as reported by 
> New York hq. of the American Fond cites of Labor in the Los 
Theatres Assn. in the Paramount |**"8*/¢s 4rea. 
building was buglared Friday (14) | 
when yeggs picked the lock to the | 
office after hours and then jimmied | 
the cash box. The raiders walked | 
off with several hundred dollars in | 
cash. What they overlooked | was a ‘nual meeting, elected Louis Da Pron 
raft of checks and some coin col- president for the coming year. 
lected by the theatre unit for both | Oth PE REE gn 
the Greek War Relief and the p Sead ae ee 
Seathethend Detes onen, veepee; Nick Castle, secre- 
° | tary-treasurer; Jack Cole and Jose- 
Beth collections were cached in phine Earl, senior board members. 
the same metal till as the ATA cash. and Francis Grant and Audrene 
Loss is insured. | Brier, junior board members. 




















Da Pron Tops Terpmen - 


Hollywood, March 18. 


SLOWLY IN AGREEMENT 


Negotiations between the film lab 
technicians, Local 702, and the 18 
major New York labs, which were 
resumed last Thursday (13) follow- 
ing a temporary breakdown, have 
been continuing through the week 
with no progress towards a settle- 
ment being recorded. Richard F. 
Walsh, International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees prez, in 


in its effort to reach an agreement, 
appointed James Brennan, IA vice- 
prexy, to assist the union’s commit- 
tee in the negotiations. 

Another meeting of the com- 
panies and union has been scheduled 
for today (Wednesday). Although 
the old pact ran out on March 11, 
lab owners have agreed to make all 
settlements retroactive to that date. 
Union's basic demand remains wage 
parity with Coast lab workers in all 
classifications. 





Dance Directors Guild, at its an- 





Coslow-Frank-Proser Set 
¥ * . 

‘Copa’ Aides, Music Pub 

Sam Coslow, producer of “Copa- 
cabana” (UA) and George Frank, 
the Hollywood agent, who also owns 
20°. of the filmusical, return to the 
Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) after hud- 
dling with the distributors. Groucho 
| Marx, co-star of the pic with Carmen 
,Miranda, is also east with his wife 
but extending his N. Y. stay three 
weeks. 


Coslow was bedded most of the 
time with virus infection. He ‘set the 
song publication rights to the “Copa” 
; score ‘with Max Dreyfus who prom- 
ised him two No. 1 plugs, either 
consecutively via Chappell or coin- 
| cidentally with Crawford Music as 
\the alternating publishing house. 











‘This plugging exploitation by-passed | 


a deal Coslow had with Irving 
Berlin who, meantime, will concen- 
jtrate on exploiting his own “Alex- 
|ander's Ragtime Band” (20th) re- 
|issue. Berlin, incidentally, also re- 
| turns to Hollywood this weekend 
to continue scripting on Metro's 
\“Easter Parade.” 


, Weshner eastern rep for their in- 
‘terests and Sir Edward Villiers their 
‘London rep. “Copa” pic may be 
| previewed at the N. Y. nitery of the 
| Same name, owned by Monte Proser. 
| Latter owns 20% of the film also, be- 
sides having collected $25,000 for the 
title rights. 





declaring full support to Local 702; 


Cosilow-Frank appointed Skip | 


Rank films in Canada and New-| readiness to pay the terms applica- 
foundland. Hon. J. Earl Lawson, | ble to his particular house. 
KC, president of Odeon Theatres of Once second-runs were played 
Canada, and Oscar Hanson, presi- off, day-and-date, a pre-set scale for 
dent of Monogram in Canada, will | third-runs would be offered to ex- 
| immediately call board meetings and | bibs in the area who would also 
|retain counsel to fight the injunc- | screen the pie simultaneously and 
| tion. non-exclusively, And so down the 
Background of dispute was forma- | oe owt ee Pan Pee, AAO, cumpletely 
|tion, late in 1945, of Eagle-Lion | P'#*¢ © 
| Films, with announcement that Uni- 
|versal would produce in the U. S§. | Alexis Smith’s Next 
|and -Eagle-Lion in Canada. Both of | Hollywood, March 18 
Warners assigned Alexis Smith to 


these organizations are tied in with | 
United World Pictures, a company | the femme lead opposite Dane Clark 
in “Whiplash,” tale of the prize ring. 


that never went into active business 
in this respect, and is now devoted| wijjiam Jacobs is producer and 
Lew Seiler director. 


to 16m distribution. With Nathan- 
son owning Empire Universal in 
Canada, plus United World distri- 
bution in Canada, Nathanson’s claim L. A. to N. ¥. 
is that eight pictures should still | Demes Agay 
have come to him through the| Donald Barry 
United World Pictures agreement, | Millen Brand 
with Monogram of Canada as physi- | Donald Buka 
cal distributors. Alfred Burt 
Betty Comden 
Richard Conte 
Gary Cooper 


NEY’S HURRY-UP CALL 
Sandra Cooper 


Richard Ney Constellationed back 
,to the Coast yesterday (Tuesday) Benjamin Davis 
;on a hurryup call from 20th-Fox to Irving Davis 
| go into work on “Foxes of Harrow.”| pDouylas Dick 
Ney had been vacationing in New| yyoward Dietz 
York for three weeks. He'll fly William Elliott 
; back east April 10 for a one-night Tom Farrell 
;radio stand on Radio Reader's Bryan Foy 
Irving Foy 


| Digest.” 
Leonard Goldenson 


N. Y. to L. A. | James R. Grainger 
| Adolph Green 


Sterling Hayden 
Kal Kirby 

Otto Klemperer 
Milton Kusell 
Canada Lee 

Mary Foy Littel 
Anatole Litvak 
Norman Lloyd 
John Loder 

Ronald Millar 

Mrs. Bob O'Donnell 
Frank Partos 
Ralph Polk 

Byron Price 
William F. Rodgers 
Monty Shaff 

Nigel Tanya 

Jonie Taps 

Phyllis Thaxter 
Martha Tilton 

Ann Todd 

Lamar Trotti 
Frederic Ullman, Jr. 
Evelyn Waugh 
Franz Waxman 
Stanford Zucker 


























Irving Berlin 

Sid Blumenstock 

Sam Coslow 

Arnold Deutsch 

Mr. and Mis. George Frank 
Marcel Hellman 

Jonas Rosenfeld 
Silas F. Seadler 
Sterling Silliphant 
Benay Venuta 
Ralph Wonders 


N. Y. to Europe 
Rupert Allan 
Annabella ~ 
Maria Balanchine 
V. Duckworth Barker 
John Davenport 
_ Vernon Duke 
Marcelle Lamy 
Louis Lober 
Nikita Magaloff 
Alan Melville 
Carol Reed | 
Joseph Siritzky 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Aubrey Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stevenson 
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ith Sells Out Its 50% Interest In PREC 


38-Theatre Del Norte (Mex) Chain 





Mexico City, March 8. + 


Surprise move by 20th-Fox, 
through its wholly owned subsidiary. 
National Theatres, has company | 
selling its interest in the 38-theatre | 
chain of Del Norte circuit to Credito 
Cinematografico, Mexicano, S. A., 
new outfit controlled by Theodore 
Gildred. Move by 20th takes the; 
U. S. company entirely from the 
field of exhibition in Mexico after 
having entered it about two years 
ago with purchase of 50% interest 
in Federico Rodriguez’s Del Norte 





wheel, which operated houses in 
northeastern states of Coahuila, | 
Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon and San | 
Luis Potosi. 


Although there had been talk‘ 
several times of further expansion 
below border, deals never became 
solidified. Reasons for 20th with- 
drawing from Mexican theatre pic- 
ture understood primarily because | 
of union regulations and require- | 
ment for native and not foreign | 
management. Another major factor | 
is high film rentals did not leave 
margin of profit necessary to dupli- | 
cate type of showmanship and de 
luxe operations the company em- 
ploys in its U.S. setup. 

In settling the deal, which puts 
Credito Cinematografico in power- 
ful position picture-wise and with 
further expansion planned, B. V. 
Sturdivant,, who went to Mexico 
two years ago as N. T.’s Latin 

(Continued on page 25) 


WB, MEXICO IN ACCORD; 
INCIDENT IN MADRID 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Warners’ diplomatic staff smoothed 
out an international misunderstand- 
ing with the Mexican Department 
of Interior, occasioned in the film- 
ing of background footage for 
“Treasure of the Sierra Madre” in 
Tampico. 

Mayor of that city declared some 
of the scenes were derogatory to 
Mexico, but the federal government 
decided otherwise, 











Anti-Mexican? 

Madrid, March 16. 
Evidence of mounting anti-Ameri- 
can feeling in foreign countries as a 
result of offending characterizations 
in Hollywood films are given here 
when a gang of young men tore up 
billboards and display ads at a the- 
atre in Madrid where “Kit Carson,” 

a UA release, was being screened. 
Demonstrators said that the film, 
ag revolved around the Mexican 
ar of 1848, was insulting to Mexico. 


Leserman’s N. Y. Sales 
Huddles on 3 Projects 


Carl Leserman is due in New York 
from the Coast this week for huddles 
with United Artists execs on dis- 
tribution of a number of films. They 
include “Macomber Affairs” and 

Christmas Eve,” made by Benedict 
Bogeaus, for whom Leserman han- 
dles sales; “Bel Ami,” made by 
Loew-Lewin, for whom he likewise 
is sales chief, and Hopalong Cas- 


Sidy westerns, of which he is part 
Owner. : 


Leserman will be in New York 


three or four weeks. He'll be joined 


by Bogeaus, who is expected later 
this week. 








Lindstrom Elected 
Washington, March 18. 








Chester Lindstrom, director of the 
—e picture division of the U. S. 
partment of Agriculture, has been 
tag chairman of the Washington 
Vi m Council. Other officers chosen: 

ice-presidents, Walter Evans, Navy 
a ee man, and Gale Starnes, of 

€ Library of Congress. Executive 





mentee, Wm. H. Wells, UNRRA; 
ag T. Edwards, State Depart- 
a Floyd Brooker, Office of Bau. | 
See John Bradley, Jog of | 
ongress, and Lilias Sav | 
dian Film lh s Savage, Cana 


Secreta ry-treasurer, 


Hope Draws 2 Laffers 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Paramount has lined up two 
comedies for Bob Hope to 


before the cameras Saturday. 

First of the pair will be 
Face,” to be succeeded by “Clown 
of Fortune,” a tale of a court jester 
in the 16th century. 


Another Church 


“Pale 





Attack on Films 


Chicago, March 18. 

Charges that the picture industry 
“was increasing the tide of immoral- 
ity and indency” were issued here 
by the Rev. Patrick J. Masterson, as- 
sistant exec director of the Legion of 
Decency in New York City. Speech 
made before National Catholic Wel- 
fare conference claimed that mo- 
tion picture was the most potent in- 
fluence of our times and that there 
has been a steady decline of the 
family picture and a constant rise of 
the objectionable film. Lovemaking 
scenes occurred in 90% of last year’s 
films, and what makes the pictures 
dangerously influential to the 
adolescent is the majority of scenes 
take place in autos and bedrooms. 
He pointed out that illicit love is the 


follow | 
| “The Road to Rio,” which wound up 


CODE--OR 


Hollywoed, March 18. 
Unless Hollywood's individual 
|film producers adhere to Produc- 
tion Code rules with more string- 
ency, state censorship of motion 
pictures looms more than a likely 
possibility. State censorship bills 
are already before legislative bodies 





and can make Hollywood’s prob- 
lems tougher than ever, according | 
to the message Eric Johnston will 


take around to individual producers 
during this week’s round of studios. 

In addition to threat of state cen- 
sorship, Johnston, in huddles today 
(Tuesday) with Paramount in the 
morning and RKO and Columbia 
execs in the afternoon, urged studios 
to be careful in their scripts of any- 
thing which might offend foreign 
customers. He treated not only 
moral angle of films, but that of 
nationalities, wherein 
tions and ridiculous situations might 
| have a poor reaction abroad, point- 
ing them out as fit subjects for the 
cutting room. 

It was indicated by the MPA 
prexy that what he had to say about 
the foreign film market was a direct 
result of his recent talks with Presi- 
dent Truman and Secretary of State 
Marshall. The responsibility of 
American films to present a true and 
honest picture of the American way 
of life to audiences abroad is one 
which cannot be sidestepped, ac- 
cording to Johnson. Emphasis on 
drinking and sex offends not only 
moralists, but it gives a bad impres- 
sion abroad, the MPA chief stated, 
pointing out that the Russians, for 








goal of the leading characters in 
20% of the pfoductions, 


Priest also lashed out as danger- 
ous to the junior set the fact that | 
75% of the pictures showed actors 
in scanty dress, with over 60% of 
these being women. He also 
claimed that intoxication took place 
in 43% of the pictures and vulgarity 


, in 65°%. 


In an analysis of 115 pictures it 
was discovered that 84% portrayed 
crimes, with an average of four 
crimes per picture. Only 20% of 
the crimes depicted were punished, 
he averted. (Under the film indus- 
try’s self-regulating production code 
a must is that crime-does-not pay, 
and no pic can get a Production 
Code Administration seal if there is 
any deviation, hence the above 
statement about 20%. seems awry.— 
Ed.) 


PAUL ROBESON’S LABOR 
PEP TALK BEFORE CSU 


Hollywood, March 18. 


Paul Robeson spoke Sunday (16) 
night before a CSU mass meeting, 
urging members to continue fight 
for democratic unions. He wound 
up his pep talk with a labor song 
and was cheered to a standstill. Two 
other speakers, Oscar Schatte and 
Father George Dunne, failed to ap- 
pear. 

Schatte, recently before the Sen- 
ate Labor Committee in Washing- 
ton, was advised by counsel to make 
no further Hollywood labor talks 
for the time being, while Father 
Dunne reportedly cancelled _his 
speech at advice of church officials. 








$11,911 and 50% Cut in 6 
Negro Pix Claimed in Suit 


Two N. Y. federal court suits for 
$11,911 and a share of profit in two 
Negro pix were filed Monday (17) 


by Wallace Thorsen and Thorsen | 


Organization against Associated 
Producers of Negro Motion Pictures, 
Inc. Actions claim the coin is due 
for publicity and exploitation on 


six pix and a 50% share of profits is | 


owed for getting financial backing 
for two films. 


Thorsen ) 
the pix in which he claims profit- 


| sharing interest and also on a Ne- 


gro adaptation of March of Time, 


| which he declares was his idea and N 
_. Marian Jarnagin was elected | which APNMP, he states, illegally | background music for 


used, 


asks an accounting on | 


(Continued on page 27) 


Bob Gillham Joining 
Bob Orr Agcy., Adding 
The Selznick Account 


Robert Gillham, head of film and 
television department of J. Walter 
Thompson ad agency, is understood 
set to join Robert W. Orr Associates, 
new agency. He'll take with him the 
David O. Selznick account. He had 
been earlier reported joining the 
Selznick Releasing Organization as 
eastern pub-ad head, but with SRO 
and the Foote, Cone & Belding 
agency recently having split, the 
new setup is being worked out. 

Orr, who heads the new organiza- 
tion, was formerly an exec of Lennen 
& Mitchell. He is taking the Jergens 
account with him to his own outfit. 
Possibly joining Orr and Gillham 
will be Carl W. Clawson, budget ad 
exec of Paramount, with whom Gill- 
ham was associated when he headed 
publicity-advertising for that com- 
pany. 


SAG, Producers Open 
Negotiations April 15 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Screen Actors Guild will start 
negotiations April 15 for a new 
agreement with film producers in 
all studios. Current 10-year contract 
ends May 15, and the actors figure 
it will take about 30 days to agree 
on a new pact. 

SAC appointed a negotiating com- 
mittee consisting of Ronald Reagan, 
Gene Kelly, William Holden, George 
Murphy, Louise Beavers, Joseph 
Calleia, George Chandler, Harry 
Cording, Joseph Crehan, Paul Har- 
vey, Cliff Lyons, Kermit Maynard, 
Fred Santley, Larry Steers, Regis 
Toomey, Tudor Williams and Cornel 
Wilde. 














Melody Anyway 


Hollywood, March 18. 
“The Swordsman” will 
| Oscar calibre score if Columbia has 
|} anything to do about it. 


| OK for 


| Hugo Friedhofer, who won Acad. 


| nod for “The Best Years of Our | 


| Lives” cleffing, will collaborate on 
“Swords- 
man.” 


ELSE’ T0 S 


characteriza- | 


example, never permit scenes of di- | 


get an! 


Morris Stoloff, who was Oscared | 
|for “The Jolson Story” score, and| | | | 
| will be remodeled as the Highland! for the purpose of cooperating with 


TUDIOS: 





bo * 


Oscar-Hypoed ‘Ye 





| 
} 
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ars’ Going After 


CTATE CENSORS GWIW's $14,000,000 Domestic Record 





| Bebe Daniels to E-L 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Bebe Daniels, after eight months 
on the Hal Roach lot, is shifting to 
Eagle-Lion under a three-year pro- 
|ducer contract calling for three fea- 
tures annually. 

Currently Miss Daniels is super- 
vising the cutting chore on “The 
Fabulous Joe,” her last -production 
under the Roach banner. 


‘Years B.0. Upped 
A Lot Via Oscars 


Commercial value@which attaches 
to the award of an Oscar for “Best 
Picture of the Year” was 
evidenced over the past weekend by 
the tremendous spurt in business of 
“Best Years of Our Lives.” Acad- 








much as $1,000,000 at the b.o. for 
the Samuel Goldwyn production, 
based on the upped take since it 
hiked -off with seven of the kudos 
last Thursday (13) night. 


Astor theatre, N. Y., is typical. 
Pic, in its 17th week there, did $8,- 
700 on Saturday (15) as against $8,- 
100 the previous Saturday. It_ hit 
$7,100 om Sunday against $6,600 the 
week previous. The Saturday figure 
was the largest in seven weeks. 


At the Woods, Chicago, Saturday 
gross jumped from previous week's 
$6,751 to $6,914 and Sunday’s from 
$6,251 to $6,604. Pic is in its 13th 
week and, as at the Astor, the tilt 
resulting from the Acad publicity is 
noteworthy considering the kength 
of the run, 


Here are figures for the Capitol, 
Cincinnati, from the day the film 
preemed last week: Tuesday, $3,100; 
Wednesday, $3,600; Thursday, $3,000; 
Friday, $3600; Saturday, $6,600, and 
Sunday, $5,800. 

At the Palace, Los Angeles, Satur- 
day’s take of $5,347 was just about 
equal to that of the previous Satur- 
day’s, although “Years” had opened 
at an additional house, the Guild. 
Combined take of the Palace, Guild 

(Continued on page 18) 


MODIFIED CAIN PLAN 
BEING SENT WRITERS 


Hollywood, March 17. 

Modified plans for James M. 
Cain’s proposed American Authors 
Authority are being sent out to 
members of the Screen Writers 
Guild in a 64-page supplement to 
the Guild’s magazine, the Screen 
Writer. AAA would become an in- 
tegral part of the Authors League 
of America and would be set up as 
a non-profit corporation to admin- 
ister overall leasing program. 

In the proposed articles of incor- 





| 


clearly | 


emy’s bronze statuette may mean as | 


With big hypo resulting from 
| string of Oscars awarded last week 
| to “Best Years of Our Lives,” aim 
}of the Goldwyn forces is to break 
the $14,000,000 modern-day do- 


mestic gross record piled up by 
“Gone With the Wind” in its first 
time around. More’ conservative 


estimates give “Years” a $10,000,000 
gross, based on present indications. 

If the pic fails to crack the 
GWTW” mark, it appears certain 
anyway to take the runner-up spot. 
Top execs of RKO, which is dis- 
tributing “Years,” base their esti- 
| mates on comparison with “Bells of 
St. Mary’s,” which they handled last 
year and which garnered $8,000,000. 
“GWTW”" garnered a ££ total of 
$21,000,000 in domestic rentals in a 
number of trips through the thea- 
tres 

It~is admitted by both Goldwyn 
and RKO sales toppers that there 
has been insufficient experience with 
“Years” yet to make any kind of ac- 
curate estimate. Film has played 
| only a handful of spots so far, but 
| will have opened in all key cities by 
May 4. It opens Easter week or 
| before on Fox-West Coast, RKO, In- 
terstate and Odeon (Canada) cir- 
cuits. All engagements are at upped 
admissions. s 

Increased prices and top terms 
being obtained via theatre-leasing 
deals under which “Years” is being 
exhibited give Goldwyn execs the 
hope that they can beat “GWTW.” 
Admish scales have gone up con- 

(Continued on page 25) 





MPA Recommends Survey 
On Filmgoing Tastes 


Washington, March 18. 

A comprehensive survey of the 
| motion picture audience was recom- 
i'mended today (Tuesday) by the 
{MPA research department in its 
first annual: report to Eric Johnston. 
Agency also recommended for this 
year, as highly timely, a study of 
statistics on foreign production, dis- 
|tribution and exhibition. 

“In the sale of any product,” said 
the report, “the first question a 
sales manager asks is ‘who buys my 
product?” and in the same Dreath 
the question is posed, ‘who are my 
|/non-customers?’ not only are we 
without a supportable figure for the 
total number of people who do and 
do not attend movies, but we have 
very little information about the 
composition of both groups. 

Who are these people? What is 
their background? Education? In- 
come level? Sex? Age? Marital and 
family status? Occupation? Where 
do they live? What are their likes 
and dislikes? Answers to these ques- 
tions should be elementary, yet they 
are lacking today.” 

Of the projects launched in 1946, 
the survey of film theatres in the 
U. S. is expected to be completed by 








| late spring or early summer. A sim- 


ilar survey of foreign theatres is 
under way, but no date can be set 
yet for its completion. 





poration, a specific provision would 
prevent discrimination against any | 
piece of literary material by reason 
of content or because of racial, po- | 


| 


litical or religious affiliation of | 
those “connected with it. Only ma- | 
terial violating libel, obscenity or | 


literary piracy laws would be un- 
acceptable. Writers using AAA for 
licensing trustee would be able to | 
withdraw material on 30-day notice. | 

In the AAA analysis, articles both | 


Louis Bromfield — are included in 
order to present both sides to 
writers. 


Studio Techs Unite, 


Form Indie Pix Co. 
Hollywood, March 18. 








sic, Inc., was formed here by 15 

| studio technicians with George E. 

Marsh, music editor, as president. 
Company bought a building which 


studios which will be used tempo- 
|rarily as a rental lot and later for 
| the outfit’s owh production of shorts 


j and features. 


for —by Cain — and against — by ering at Philadelphia. 


producers 


New film producing outfit, Filmu- | 





Nelson to Rep Indies - 
At UN Cultural Powwow 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Donald Nelson wifl represent the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers March 26-27 at the 
United Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organization gath- 
Nelson will 
assume a leading role in the study of 
the motion picture industry in rela- 
tion to world problems, with indie 
rated as one of 50 key 
American groups helping to formu- 
late U. S. policy on education, sci- 


ence and culture throughout the 
| world. 
Topics to be discussed include 


methods of international exchange 
of films, effects of commercial films 
'on people of foreign nations, and the 
formation of a U. S. Film Council 


|'UNESCO. Milton S. Eisenhower, 
| chairman of the U. S. National Com- 
mission for UNESCO, of which Nel- 
;son is a member, called the meet 
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Maj jors Up Production To Plug Gap 
Left By Shrinking Extended Runs: 





Revelation last week that Metro + 


i 


planned to up its production sched- 
vie from 24 to 32 pix for this year is 
expected to cue an industry-wide | 
boost in the number of films pro-, 
duced at almost every studio. Chief 
reason is the fact that top features 
are no longer holding up for the 
ultra-extended runs enjoyed during 


wartime. Consequent speed-up in! 
the release slate means that more 
pictures will be needed and, with 


the thinned-out backlog now avail- 
able, only answer is to produce more 
pix 

Intention to beost the production 
schedule is a direct refutation of in- 
dustry thinking early last year in 
the effect that upped production 
cests demanded a slash in the num- 
ber of films turned out, with a = 
fer lenger playing time for eac 
film in each situation. While P nec 
are no indications of a lowering in 
costs, the majors now believe the 
almost certain end to the labor _—— 
will ease preduction methods. 
addition, these studios such as Wis 
and 20th-Fox, which had carried out 
a retrenchment in personnel to lower 
cests, have now- completed the econ: | 
emy wave so that personnel is static. | 
This makes it possible for the majors 
te plan production much farther in 
advance. 


Number of program changes at 
Breadway showcase theatres during 
the last several months points up the 
sherter runs now being obtained for 
top product. Where films used to 
play six or eight weeks with no 
treuble, only a very few have been 
held fer mere than four weeks at any 
Breadway house. since New Years. 
Paramount, Warners’ Strand and 
Leew’s Capito], for example, have 
had a consistent change recently 
every three weeks. with such top 
product as Metro's “Beginning or the 
End” not holding up any longer. 
There have been exceptions, of | 
course, such as “Best Years of Our’ 
Lives,” “Yearling,” Jolson Story,” 
“It's a Wonderful Life.” etc. but 
most ef these have been Academy 
award contenders, indicating their 
superiority. 

Trend away from long forced runs 
in the key city showcases implies 
that the majors have realized they 
can gross more with a new film than 
they can by taking a small gross at. 
the end of a long run. Exhibitors. | 
moreover, are no longer impressed | 
by the fact that a certain picture 
might have played a long time in a 
showcase spot, one of the main rea- 


sens heretofore for the majors forc- , 


ing their runs: Most first-run exhibs. 
teday see all product at tradescreen- 


ings and can judge for themselves . 


how much value a certain feature 
holds fer them. Subsequent run ex- | 
hibs watch the first runs in their | 
own territories to judge what the 
picture will do for them. 


JACOCKS TAKES OVER 
9 N. J. COCALIS HOUSES 


In a deal completed over last 
weekend (16), nine New Jersey the- 
atres formerly owned and operated 
by the Cocalis circuit were trans- 
ferred to management of Alden 
Theatre Corp. on a 12-year leasing 
arrangement. Alden is headed by 
Donald Jaeoeks, former Warner 
Bros. theatre cireuit manager in New 
Jersey, who left a year ago to or- 
ganize the 16-house B&Q chain in 
New England, and is now preparing 
a national theatre acquisition pro- 
gram in collaboration with a group 
of his former assgciates at WB. 

Cocalis Enterprises, in past years 
one of the big indie chains in New 
Jersey, is currently left with only 
two houses in Keansbirg, N. J. The- 
aires involved in the transfer in- 
clude the Elmera, Royal, State and 
Strand in Elizabeth; Park in New- 
ark: Empire and Rahway in Rah- 
way; Roslyn in Roselle, and Park in 
Roselle Park. J. J. Thompson, 
treasurer for the Cocalis estate, 
negotiated the transfer of manage- 
ment to the Alden company and is 





planning to disclose a new field of | 


©perations for Cocalis in the near 
future. 


With acquisition of new theatres 
in New Jersey, Jacocks is opening 
headquarters 
ander C. Kilpatrick has been named 
treasurer for the Alden corporation 
with Monroe Stein retained as legal 
rep. 





in New York. Alex-| 


Sam Goldwyn Replacing 
Seiter on ‘Bishop’s Wife’ 
Hollywood, March 18. 
William Seiter will be replaced 
as director when “The Bishop's 
Wife” resumes lensii.g in about 10 
days. Samuel Goldwyn 


saw last week of crowd and street 





Un-Sisterly Team 


Old family feud between 
Olivia de Havilland and her 
sister, Joan Fentaine, broke out 
again as an aftermath of the 
1947 Oscar Derby. Joan, the 
winner of the femme acting 
prize in 1941, declared she got 
the sisterly brush-off when she 
offered congratulations to Olivia. 


Her press agent explained: 
“The girls haven’t spoken to 
each other for several months. 


It's one of those things that goes 
back for years, ever since they 
were children.” 








| starts again. 


scenes. Minor changes also ex- 
pected to be made in Robert E. 
Sherwood’s script before shooting 


as yet for Seiter but cast of Cary 


| Grant, Loretta Young, David Niven 
'and Monty Wooley stays on. 
Picture had been shooting about | 


two _weeks- at the 
was called. 


Pic P. A. Vs. Film Critic 
_ (Bergman Vs. Crowther ) 


time a hiatus 





CBS Debate Pros-Cons 


Moot question of whether the in- 


sues of films is to the good or | 
arc y A the reverse took another going- 


Russell, Goldwy 
‘Years Sweep Acad 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Olivia de Havilland, in person and 
in a gorgeous -gown of Technicolor | 
achievement, was acclaimed the 
greatest film .femme of 1946, and 
Fredric March, 

a Broadway 
Ago”), 


legit play (“Years 
was heralded the best male 


thesp in the celluloid realm. To the | 


populace, which clustered in huge | 
‘numbers inside and outside the 
Shrine Civic Auditorium in down- 
town Los Angeles, these awards 
were the outstanding events in the | 
Oscar Derby, but in the professional | 


and business sector of the Derby it | 
was a sweepstake for Samuel Gold- | 


wyn,.an indie producer galloping 
against 10 major studios. 

Goldwyn not only won the Irving 
Thalberg Award, for a long stretch 
of high endeavor in the film indus- 
try, but his picture, 
of Our Lives,” was Oscared as the 
best of his own life and the best of 
the crop of 1946. With it went seven 
other awards, including those to 
William Wyler, as best director; 
|Robert E. 
playwright; Hugo Friedhofer, for the 

(Continued on pageg25) 


PARK-IN (SMITH) WINS 
OVER DRIVE-IN (LOEW). 


Providence, March 18. 


| 





rights to the drive-in theatre was | 
settled last week when.a U. S. Dis- 


trict court held that E. M. Loew’s | 
| Drive-In theatre had infringed upon 
|the patent of Park-In Theatres, 


\Inc., of Camden, N. J. Outdoor | 


'method of exhibition was devised ‘taste to the degree that the movies | 


some eight years ago. 


According to Park-In’s_ prexy, 


in absentia and in | 


“The Best Years | 


Sherwood, best screen | 


over Friday (14) when Maurice 
Bi hen Universal’s eastern ad- 
|publicity chief, and New York 


Times critic Bosley Crowther tus- | 


sled over the CBS network's School | 
of the Air. Bergman, registering in | 
the aye column, maintained that the | 
contribution of pix to U. S. culture | 
—_ stood comparison with eed 
lof the radio and book publishing | 
| industries. Crowther countered with 
| the contention that of the 350 en- 
|tertainment films turned out yearly 
| by Hollywood, onl; 20 or so “are 
| substantial as serious_ drama or as 
| truly: creative diversion.” 


| The public's respect for signifi- 
leant pix “has been very meagerly | 
| indicated, " Bergman argued, after 
conceding that many vital questions | 
|confront the U. S. and that film pro- | 
,ducers should be inspired to put 
ithese ideas on the screen. “With 
|no apologies for what is being done 
|}in motion pictures, I must cite the 
\fact that this is a comparatively | 
new form of expression,” he added. 
“As the public itself becomes more 
aware of the screen's possibilities 


|and indicates its pleasure in seeing | 


|motion pictures of a more revolu- 
tionary nature, Hollywood will be 
the first to recognize this.” 

Most of Hollywood's turnout’ is 
the “routine paraphrasing of old 


and conventional plots, some a little | 


better than others. but all in the 
|standard artificial meod,” Times 
critic held. “A little more logie and 


| proportion in writing and manufac- 
ture of films and a little more hon- | 
esty ir detail could eliminate many 
|of the faults,” 
If filmmakers had a “more compli- 

mertitary opinion of the public,” bet- | 
ter films would result, Crowther | 
| argued. 

A case can easily be built that | 
| films contain a moral since they’re | 
\subject to the strict production 


constantly demonstrate that the ' 
jbad are punished and the good 
| triumph, Bergman also contended. 
/Continuing its argument, he said: 
“To those who charge that it is the 
,movies’ obligation to devote its re- 
sources to changing the _ public’) 


| will have more influence in raising 
the. standards of entertainment, I 


: is under- | 
stood dissatisfied with rushes he | 





No replacement named , 


| cracking. A 
|nounced last week that will put a 


\“It Happened in 


| (25). 


the pundit claimed. | 


Freelance Players’ $75,000-$125,00) 


Per-Picture Fees Too High—Bryan Foy 





a 
vv 


Foy’s Title Bowout 


Eagle-Lion has withdrawn | 
from the Motion Picture Assn.’s 
title registration bureau and will 
fix labels on pix without pre- | 
liminary registration, Bryan 
Foy, E-L studio chief, has dis- 
closed. Decision was made, Foy 
said, after his company had 
found itself stymied several 
times on titles which had been 
registered two and three years 
ago but never used. 


In one instance, label “Mon- 
tana” had been registered by 
eight others but Foy intends 


Bway Showcasing 
Easier; U Pic Into 
Cap, RKO Into Riv 


With slackening Broadway biz 
currently, the tight situation that has 
prevailed during the past five years 








|in getting first-run New York play- 


|ing time is showing the first signs of | 
double-shuffle an- 


| Universal pic into Loew's Capitol 
j}and an RKO film into the Rivoli, | 
showcase stronghold of Paramount 
and 20th-Fox, lent a bit of encour- 
agement to harassed theatre-seekers 
among both majors and indies. , 

U is going into the Cap with 
“Smash-Up” following the current | 
Brooklyn,” while | 
| RKO preems at the Riv with “The 
| Saenhen's Daughter” next Tuesday | 
Product shortage is held re- | 
sponsible for the unusual bookings, | 
since the companies that normaly 
keep the pair of houses occupied 
can’t do so now. with Broadway's 
Sagging b.e.s cutting down length of 
runs. 
| Theatre situation has considerably | 
eased for Universal by the fact that 
in addition to the Winter Garden, 
| which it controls, it has two bookings ' 
coming up at the Music Hall, “Egg 
| and I” and “Great Expectations,” 
plus the -Capitol date. Indies are 
still having a rough time, however, 
with little in the way of houses avail- 
| able to them on Broadway but the 
ismall-seater Brandt operations and | 
| City Investing’s Victoria. 

Among major pix for ed 
‘houses are needed are David O. 
| Selznick’s “Duel in the Sun”—re- | 
‘peatedly reported going into the 


Litigation to determine patent. code which compels producers to Riv—and United Artists’ “Carnegie | 


Hall” and “Arch of Triumph.” 





Toronto, March 18. 
‘The opening wedge in increased 
| pay for the shipping boys is the con- 


W. W Smith, his firm holds the non | merely ask this qustion: Who could | tract which Toronto Film Exchange 


drive-in theatre patent ever issued. 
He claims to have opened up a new 
‘and “non-existent” 
among small children and the aged 
who previously did not attend = 
tures. Company also states that i 


perigee 97 J meg pte fees for old OF ANY SVENSK Pi€ b AN 





Horne-Deutsch In NY es 


Board and Authors Meets 
Board ‘meeting of Story Produc- ' 
_tions, Inc., was held in New. York | 
Monday (17), with Hal Horne, ‘beard . 
chairman, and Armand S. Deutsch, 


prez, coming east last week to at-- 


tend. They'll return to the 
‘later this week. 
While in New York, Horne also 


Coast 


has been huddling with Leonardo , 


Bercovici, who is doing the sereen- 
play of Story’s first pic, “This Side 
of Innocence.” Bercovici was east 
, polishing script of “Portrait of 
Jenny” for David O. Selznick. 

_ Horne said he hoped to get into 
_ production by summer, but wouldn't 
, put the $2,500,000 budgeter before 
, the cameras until perfectly satisfied 
, With the screenplay. Meantime, Tay- 
lor Caldwell, author of “Innocence,” 
| is going abroad on the Queen Eliza- 
| beth Saturday (22) for a _ three 
_months’ tour, of Europé. She'll plug 
ithe book and picture. 


film market | 


|decide what is good and what is 
| bad?” 


STATE DEPT. UNAWARE 





Washington, March 18. 
U. S. State Dept. officials have re- 
ceived no official word of the ban! 


on American films imposed by the | 


Swedish Board of. Trade and expect 


to- take no action unless a specific | 


request.is made by the industry. If 
Sweden's action was 
| cause ‘the country lacks the currency 
‘for the imports, one official said, 
then nothing could be done because 
the ban would not be considered 
improper. 

Swedish Board of. Trade an- 
nounced that it would not grant any 
import licenses for Yank pix while 
the government's decision te curtaii 
imports remained in effect. That 
action followed a warning by the 
national bank that its sfock of gold 
and. foreign currencies was danger- 
ously low. 


It's reported here that the film. 


companies may retaliate by clamp- 
ing an embargo on raw stock sent 
to Sweden for native production. 
Ample stocks of Hollywood films 
are presumably in Sweden and will 
forestall immediate disappearance of 
American pix frem that country’s 
flicker houses. 


taken be-' 


| Thomas 


Employees Union Local 73 (IATSE; 
AFL), has signed with Empire-Uni- 
|versal Films of Canada and J. Ar- 
|thur Rank, which calls for increases 
| ranging from 25 to 40% retroactive 
‘to Jan. 6. 1947, and continuing to 
Sept. 1, 1948. It affects 185 workers. | 
The retroactive checks amount to 


$60 to $100 and will see film shippers’ | 


weekly wages jumped from $23 to 
$30 and assistant shippers from $22 
to $28. 

While the Empire-Universal deal 
is the first of several to go through, | 
Columbia, Warner Bros., and Regal, | 
Canadian’ distributors for Metro 
product, have already signed up 
with negotiations underway’ with 
other Canadian exchanges. Empire- 
Universal deal was signed by Alf 
Perry. Signing for the union were 
Sharp, president: Larry 
Lewis, secretary; W. E. Shilds, busi- 
ness agent; W. P. Covert, interna- 
tional v.p. IATSE. 





Vera Caspary Signs 
10-Year E-L Pact 


Hollywood. March 18. 

Eagle-Lion signed Vera Caspary, . 
novelist, to a 10-year scripting con- | 
tract calling for one story annually 
at a fixed price and 5% of the prof- 
its on each picture. 

Author’s “Out of the Blue” ‘is cur- 
rently in work on the E-L lot and, 
her “Bedelia” is in release. Her first 
assignment under the new pact is 


'“Madeleine.” ‘ 


‘minimum of 


Cost of signing independent player 
talent on a .per-picture basis has 
risen sharply recently and a pro- 


| ducer can do better by closing loan- 


out deals with the majors. That's 


| the opinion of Bryan Foy. produc. 
! tion chief of Eagle-Lion, whose com- 


pany will cut down drastically on 
its previous practice of pacting indie 
players. “We've hired a lot of them 
at per-picture prices running any- 
where from $75,000 to $125,000 but 
we don’t plan any repeat perform- 
ances unless they'll take a goed deal 
less,’ Foy declared. 

Fortunately, the production top- 
per said, E-L in seven months time 
has so established itself that pro- 
ducers sueh as Metro, Parameunt, 
Columbia, Sam Goldwyn and Hal 
Wallis have loaned the new cem- 
pany actors and directors. “The 
best interests of the company, how- 
ever, lies in the buildup of our ewn 
players and we're doing that as 
rapidly as is humanly possible,” Foy 
added. 

“There’s another thing te con- 
sider,” he continued. “When you 
pay that sort of money for an actor, 
he or she should throw eneugh 
weight around to pull up the b.o. 


| singlehanded. But we've been tak- 
| ing on 


two and three players at 
those prices for each film and 
though we're doing excellent busi- 


| ness, we don't want to continue to 


operate as expensively. Of ceurse, 
we were a new company and had to 
seek outside talent but things are 
changing for us rapidly.” 
Illustrating the high cost to the 
company stemming from outside 
actor deals, Foy said that E-L paid 
Franchot Tone $100,000 for his part 
in “Repeat Performanee.” Other 


| cases in point were Dennis O'Keefe 
| who asked $75,006 for work 
| film; 


in one 
George Brent, who received 
$100,000; and Sylvia Sidney ‘under 
,contract to James Cagney), whose 
asking price was $75,000. Competi- 
tion among indie producers fer tal- 
ent on the loose, Foy opined, has 
driven up the nut to approximately 
double that of a year or two ago. 
Laber, Toe 


Commenting on another phase of 


ballooning production costs, Foy de- 


clared that since the first of the year 
when retroactive labor boosts went 
| into effect, it has been virtually im- 
possible to make a picture for less 
than $1,000,000. “It's a Joke, Son!” 
cost the studio $650,000, he said, but 
| every E-L picture since then has hit 
the million mark and more. “Red 
Stallion.” recently completed Cine- 


,color pic, meant an outlay of $1,- 


TORONTO BACKROOMERS 
- GET 25-40% INCREASES 


|completed a 


300,000. 


Foy. now in New York for a radio 
reunion Thursday (20) with his 
brother, Eddie; Jr., and his five 
other brothers and sisters, recently 
swing through the 
southwest featured by meetings with 
E-L salesmen and exhibs. It’s his 


opinion that producers should get 


out of Hollywood from time-to-time 


|} to find out what exhibs think of 


product last turned out by the 
Hollywood mills and what the thea- 
tremen want in the future. 


“There are too many producers 


_who are too old and tired to hit the 


road and learn what salesmen and 
exhibitors are thinking,” Foy as- 
serted. “You can't sit back in your 


office and keep in touch with chang- 


ing tastes. For my part, I've just 
completed one tour through the 
seuthwest and I'm planning another 


+ | into the northwest when I return to 


the Coast.” 


E-L is all set, production-wise, for 
the 1946-47 season, with two pix 
fully completed, two editing, two in 
production and nine scripts ready 
for filming, Foy said. Studie tepper 
intends remaining in New York un- 
til Arthur Krim, company prexy, 
returns next week from his current 


_trip to London in order to huddle 
‘| on studio plans for the 1947-48 sea- 


son. 


E-L is definitely decided on 12 
Coast productions during 1946-47, 
Foy said, with the budget fixed at 
$15,000,006 barring any factors 


| which might cause a further hike. 


Studie will also turn out 16 films 
for PRC, each of which must cost a 
$300,000 under the 
raised standards for that company, 
Foy declared. PRC pix may x0 4s 


high as $500,000 in certain instances, 
he added. 
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THe LATE GEORGE APLEY” 
started life as a best-selling 
novel that won unpreceden- 

ted public and critical acclaim... and the 

Pulitzer Prize! 


“The Late George Apley” was adap- 
ted to the stage and became a smash 


Now “The Late George Apley’ comes 
to the screen... topping both those 
triumphs as a magnificent motion picture 





achievement! 





World Premiere Tomorrow! 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL - 
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New Pix Pep L. A.; A. & C. Lofty $36,000, 
4 Spots; ‘Smash-Up’ Stout 53146, 5; 


‘Pursued 686, 3; 


Los Angeles, March 18. 


‘Sinbad’ 536, 2 





Firstruns are looking up currently 
mainly because of sturdy new bills 
and good weather. “Pursued” is 
sighting smart $68,000 or better in 
three theatres. “Smash-Up” looks 
to do near fine $53,500 in five houses. 
“Easy Come” and “Ladies’ Man 
heads for very light $26,000 in two 
Paramount operations. we 

“Buck Privates Come Home'™ 1s 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week ...........$712,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Oo & |” Saar $726,000 





(Based on 16 theatres) 








beating out a smart $36,000 in four 
spots. Academy Award 
“Best Years” is feeling trade up- 
surge and now is roadshowing in 
three houses with outlook for great 
$51,500. “Sinbad the Sailor” also is 
big at $53,000 in two locations. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Apollo (FWC) (600; 50-$1 \—“Buck 
Privates Come Home” (U) and 
“Devil on Wheels” (PRC). Good 
$5,000 for new Abbott-Costello film. 
Last week, subsequent-run. 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— , 
“Buck Privates” (U) and “Devil on 
Wheels” (PRC). Neat °$6,000. Last 
week, “Michigan Kid” (U) and 
“Sweetheart Sigma Chi” (Mono) (9 
days), okay $5,100. 

Beverly (FWC) (1,352; $1-$1.80)— 


“Best Years’ (RKO) (12th wk). 
Climbing to $12,500. Last week, | 
$11,000. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824; 65-$1) — “Red 
House” (UA) (3d wk). Good $4,000. 
Last week, smart $5,900. 

Bruin (FWC) (876; 50-$1)— | 


“Smash-Up” (U). Neat $5,500. Last | 
week, subsequent-run. | 

Carthay Cirele (FWC) (1,518; 50- | 
$1)—“Magic Bow” (U). Fair $6,000. 
Last week, “Yearling” (M-G) (11th 
wk), nifty $9,200 on roadshow run. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
50-$1) — “Boomerang” (20th) (3d 
wk). Nice $9,500. Last week, good 


$14,300. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— 
“Pursued” (WB). -Smart $24,000. 
Last week, “Nora Prentiss” (CWB) 
(3d wk), $13,800. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 55-$1)—‘“Red House” | 
(UA) (3d wk® Only $8,000. Last | 
week, fair $13,900. | 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1)— 
“Beginning or End” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Dull $5,000. Last week, slow $11,400. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1)—“Buck 
Privates” (U) and “Devil On Wheels” 
(PRC). Good $6,000. Last week, 
“Michigan Kid” (U) and “Sweet- 
heart Sigma Chi” (Mono) (9 days), 


nice $5,100. 

Fairfax (FWC) (1,504; $1.20-1.80) 
—“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (10th wk). 
Okay $9,500. Last week, $11,600. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1-1.50) 
—‘“Stairway to Heaven” (U) (8th 
wk). Finales at smart $5,000. Last 
week, ahead of sixth frame at $6,300. 

Guild (FWC) (968: $1.00-1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO). Lifted to huge 
$15,000. Last week, “Song Schehe- 
razade” (U) (3d wk), slow $2,400. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
50-$1)—“Red House” (UA) (3d wk). 
Good $5,000. Last week, bright 


$6,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Pursued” (WB). Sturdy $22,000. 
Last week, “Nora Prentiss” (WB) 
(3d wk), $8,600. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 


feld) (475: 50-85)—“Red House” 
(UA) (3d wk). Steady $4,000. Last 
“week, neat $4,800. 

Iris (FWC) (828: 50-85)—“Smash- 


Up) (U). Fancy $9,000. Last week, 
“Song Scheherazade” (U) (3d wk), 
oke $3,600. 

Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 
50-$1)—“Boomerang” (20th) (3d wk). 
Near $13,000. Last week, okay 
$18,700. 


Les Angeles (D’'town-WC) (2,097: 
50-$1)—“Beginning or End” (M-G) 
42d wk). Slight $13,000. Last week, 
slow $22,700. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 50-$1)— 
“Boomerang” (20th) (3d wk). Good 
$6.500. Last week, neat $8,300. 

Million Dollar (D’town) (2,420; 
50-85) —“Bedlam” (RKO) and “Game 
of Death’ (RKO) (both 2d run) 
with “Asylum of Horrors” on stage. 
Fair $13,000. Last week, “Open City” 
(Indie) and “Secret Whistler” (Col), 
good $9,100.' 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2.210: 50- 
$1)—“Buck Privates” (U) and “Devil 
on Wheels” (PRC). Trim $20,000. 


Winner, | ¢ 


| ing week's gross. 


from 


Brunette Smart 


286, Boosts Pitt 


Pittsburgh, March 18, 
Sock pictures are sharing honors 


this week with “My Favorite 
Brunette”. at Penn, with this new 
Bob Hope comedy running far 


ahead of anything this house has 


had in some time. It’s a cinch to} 
held for another stanza. Terrific 
impetus given to “Best Years” via 
its Academy awards will hold the 
second session to nearly the same as 
the first. “Henry V,” at Art Cine- 
ma is picking up a little over open- 
Another hardy 
one is “The Jolson Story” at Harris, 
in fifth week and still strong. Only 
other new picture in town, aside 
“Brunette” is “Ladies’ Man” 
at Warner, not doing so well. 
Estimates for This Week 


Art Cinema (260; $1.20-$2.40) — 
“Henry V” (UA) (2d wk). Likely 
to develop into a long-runner. Pick- 
ing up over opening stanza to 
around $6,000, terrific at this small- 
seater. Last week, big $5,800. 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 90-$1.40) — 
“Best Years” (RKO) (2d wk). The 
Academy awards helping this one, 
and it’s heading for another $30,000, 





or near, great. Last week, sock 
$31,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70) — 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (5th’ wk). 


Staying powers of this one are 
amazing, and could stay longer but 
product's getting jammed up. Prob- 
ably will shift to Senator. Looks 
fancy $14,000 on final stanza. Last 
week, big $17,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70) 
—‘“Favorite Brunette” (Par). Few 
of crix liked this, but Bob Hope 
boosters are coming just the same. 


time. Holds, natch. Last week, 
“Beginning or End” (M-G), a bit 
higher than estimated but still dis- 
appointing at $45,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 40-70)—“Begin- 
ning or End” (M-G) (m.o.)._ Very 
little interest in this. Maybe $2,500, 
sluggish. Last week, “Love Laughs 
Andy Hardy” (M-G), also on second 
week moveover from Penn, $3,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Shanghai Gesture” (20th) (reis- 
sue) and “Millie’s Daughter” (Col). 
Away to fast start and doing well 
at $3,500 or better. Last week, 


at all theatres here. To 


Brandeis yanked ey last Satur- 
day (15) night. 


to moderate, with Omaha’s “Bedelia” 
doing comparatively best of the lot. 


after five days, mere $3,500. Replaced 


‘Life Sturdy At 


Fancy $28,000, best here in a long | 


Omaha Still Bearish 
But ‘Bedelia’ $9,000 


Omaha, March 18, 
The bearish tendency still prevails 
indignity 
was accorded “Return of Monte Cris- 
to” and “Singin’ in Corn” when the 


t was first picture 
the Brandeis has pulled in nearly six 
years. “Dead Reckoning” replaced 
on Sunday (16), Other spots are slow 


Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Return Monte Cristo” (Col) and 
“Singin’ in Corn” (PRC). Yanked 


Sunday (16) by “Dead Reckoning” 
(Col) and “Blondie’s Big Moment” 
(Col). 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— 
“Bedelia” (E-L) and “Sing While 
Dance” (Col), Okay $9,000 but below 
average for first-runs. Last week, 
“California” (Par) (m.o.) with “Lady 
Chaser” (PRC), good $10,800. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 
—‘Wake Up Dream” (20th) and 
“Dangerous Millions” (20th). Mod- 
erate $10,300. Last week, “Cross My 
Heart” (Par) and “Plainsman and 
Lady” (Rep), $8,900. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; -16- 
65)—“Nora Prentiss” (WB). Light 
$9,000. -Last week, “Beginning or 
End” (M-G), $9,500. 





UU Il e 
Louisville, March 18. 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” at the 
Rialto looks topper this week. Only 
other new entry is “Private Affair's 
of Bel Ami” at State, and it shapes 
as fairish. Balance of houses down- 
town are just loping along with re- 
issues and h.o.’s. Combo of Lent 
and income tax time seems to have- 
put a crimp in spending. 
Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,200; 40-60)—“California” (Par) 
(m.o.). Fair $3,500. Last week, 


“Miss Pilgrim” (20th) and “Strange 
Journey” (20th) (m.o.), fine $5,000. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) and 
“Blondie Knows Best” (Coil). 
Medium $3,100. Last week, “Blue 
Skies” (Par) and “Sioux City Sue” 
(Rep), $3,200, 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
40-60)—“Pursued” (WB) (2d wk). 
Holding up to good $7,000 after 
initial week’s stréng $10,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 
—“Destry Rides Again” (U) and 
“When Dalton’s Rode” (U) (re- 
issues). Satisfactory $6,000. Last 
week, “Song of Scheherazade” (U) 
(2d wk), fancy $8,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60)—“It’s ‘Wonderful Life” (RKO). 
Looks standout at healthy $16,000. 
Last week, “California” (Par), solid 
$19,000. 
| State (Loew's) (3,300; 40-60)— 
“Affairs Bel Ami” (UA) and “Lone 
Wolf in Mexico” (Col). Moderate 
$12,000. Last week, “Beginning or 
End” (M-G) and “Secret of Whist- 
ler” (Col), fine $17,000: 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,200: 
| 40-60 )— “Queen of Amazons” (FC) 
|and “Renegade Girl” (FC) (re- 


issues), Fairish $5,000. Last week. 
“It’s Joke, Son” (E-L) and “Devil 

















“Stanley and Livingstone” (20th) 
and “Dangerous Millions” (20th) 
(reissues), $3,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 40-70)— 
“Pursued” (WB) (2d wk). About 


usual drop here for holdover at 
| $13,500 as against big $22,000 last 


booking when “Beginning Or End” 


didn’t develop enough to rate move |. 


here. Not bad at $9,000. Last week. 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB) (m.o.), about 
same, 





000. Last week. “California” (Par) 
(Ath wk), good $9,900. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890: 50- 
80)—“Sinbad” (RKO). Strone $28.- 
000. Last week, “Dead Reckoning” 
(Col) (2d wk) and “Cigarette Girl” 
(Col), fair $16,700. 

Ritz (F WC) (1,370: 50-$1) — 
“Smash-Up” (U). Hefty $12,000, Last 
week, “Scheherazade” (U) (3d wk), 
okay $5,900. 

Studie City (WC) (880: 50-$1)— 
“Smash-Up” (U). Sturdy $7,000. 





Last week, “Michigan Kid” (U) and 
“Sweethearts Sigma Chi” (Mono) (9 
days), nice $19,800. 

Palace (D’town-WC) (1,237; $1- 
$1.80)—“Best Years” (RKO) (8th 
wk). Up to $24,000. Last week, 
$20,300. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 50-$1) — 
“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO). Stout $25.,- 
000. Last week, “Dead Reckoning” 
(Col) (2d wk) and “Cigarette Girl” 
(Col), slow $13,800. 

Paramount (F&M) (3 398; 50-$1) 
—“Easy Come.” (Par) and Ladies’ 
Man” (Par). Dull] $16,000 in 6 days. 
Last week, “California” (Par) and 
“Ghost Goes Wild” (Rep) (4th wk), 
nice $15,300. 

Paramount Hollywood (F & M) 
(1,451; 50-$1)—“Easy Come” (Par) 
and “Ladies’ Man” (Par). Slow $10,- 











Last week, “Scheherazade” (U) (3d 
| wk), okay $3,400. 


United Artists (UA-WC) e(2.100; 


| 50-$1)—“‘Smash-Up” (U) and “Gen- | 


tleman Joe Palooka” (Mono). Fancy 
$20,000. Last week, “Scheherazade” 
(U) (3d wk), good $8,700. 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719: 50-$1)— 
“Boomerang” (20th) (3d wk)..Good 
$7,500. Last week, neat $10,000. 

Vogue (FWC) (885: $1.20-$1.80)— 
“Duel” (SRO) (11th wk). Fine $10,- 
500. Last week, $12,400. 

Wilshire (FWC) 


Weak $5,000. Last week, slov’ $10.- 
800 


Wiltern (WB). (2,300; .50-$1) — 
“Pursued” (WB). Hefty $22,000. Last 
week, “Nora Prentiss’ (WB) 
wk), thin $8,600, 





week, 
Warner (WB) (2,000: 40-70)— | 
“Ladies’ Man” (Par). Last-minute 








on Wheels” (PRC), $6,000. 


| H.0.’s, Tax Day Slow Up 
_ Frisco Albeit ‘Pursued’ 





San Francisco, March 18. 
Holdovers and tax day deadline 
| has exhibitors singing the blues this 
| week. Biggest coin at pop scale will 
| go to “Pursued” at the Fox. “Best 
Years of Lives” looks to do terrific 
$30,000 in five days at the United 
Nations at $1.80 top. 

Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) 
—‘Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) plus vaude 
headed by Bob Evans and Art Nor- 
| kus trio (3d wk). —Good—$17,000. 
Last week, nice $24.500. 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; 55-95)—“Pur- 
sued” (WB). Neat $26,000. Last 
week, “California” (Par) (2d ‘wk), 
okay $17,500. 
Warfield (FWC) (2.656; 55-85)— 
“Beginning or@End” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Thin $8.500. Last week, disappoint- 
|ing $18,500. 





Hope Fat $32,000, H 


ub Ace; Brennan,’ 


Ink Spots 296, ‘Adventuress Big 146 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Tita Week . 5.0. :0cs- $3,197,000 
(Based on 21 cities, 198 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Ne a) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ..... “vaca $2,981,000 
(Based on 22 ctttes, 194 theatres) 


‘South Brisk At 
$74,000, St. Louis 


St. Louis, March 18. 
Several weeks ago Fanchon & 
Marco booked “Best Years of Lives” 
for its local preem at the St. Louis | 


on March 20 not knowing it would 
—e the Academy award. Heavy 
bally is now under way. It will be 
shown at $1.50 top. Currently “Lady 

















in Lake” looks top favorite at 
Loew’s. “Song of South” also is | 
big at the hugé Fox, “Tne Locket” 


also is okay. Biz generally is sturdy. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—“‘Locket” (RKO) and “Falcon’s Ad- 
venture” (RKO). Okay $16,000. Last 
week, “It’s Wonderful Life” (RKO) 
(2d wk), fine $15,000, 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75) — “Fa- 
vorite Brunette” (Par) and “Seven 
Were Saved” (Par). Opens tomor- 
row (Wed.). Last week, “Song of 
South” (RKO) and “Santa Fe Trail’ 
(Col) (2d wk), nice $24,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172;, 50-75) — 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G) and “Blon- 
die’s Big Moment” (Col). Socko 
$25,000. Last week, “Beginning or 
End” (M-G), $17,000. e 

Missouri (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) — 
“Boomerang” (20th) and “Strange 
Journey” (20th). Neat $11,000. Last 


week, “Ladies’ Man” (Par) and 
“Easy Come” (Par), $10,000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 


“Jolson Stery” (Col) (m.o.) (2d wk). 
Fine $11,000 after neat $12,000 last 
week, 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60) — 
“Swell Guy” (U) and “Ghost Goes 
Wild” (Rep) (3d wk). Gpod $7,000 
after $8,500 last stanza. 


‘YEARS’ TERRIF 506, 
D.C.; ‘MADELEINE’ 266 


Washington, March 18. 
With all the cards stacked in its | 
favor, from precedent breaking ap- | 
pearance of President Truman at | 
benefit preem, to news of Academy | 
awards, “Best Years of Our Lives” | 
is off to a smash start at RKO 
Keith’s. Unusual angle of advanced 
prices with grind policy being 
hurdled by terrific publicity breaks 
the film is getting. Otherwise biz 
here is some notches off last week’s 
strong returns because of so many 
holdovers. . 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol ,(Loew’s) (3,434; 44-80)— 
“Rue Madeleine” (20th) plus vaude. 
Routine $26,000. Last week, “Bach- 
elor’s Daughter” 
Sammy Kaye orch on stage, rang 
bell with a near-record $36,000. 
Columbia (Loew’s) 








| 
i 
} 





Nice 266, ‘Song’ Hot 24G —“Beginning or End” NMG). (2d | 


run). Thin $6,000. Last week, “Lady 
in Lake” (M-G) (2d run), nice $9,000 | 
for third downtown week. 

Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85)—‘“Nora 
Prentiss” (WB) (2d wk). Modest 
$17,000 after disappointing $20,000 
last week. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 90-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO). Roof-raising 
$50,000, with five shows daily and 
six on Saturday. Last week, “Won- 
one Life” (RKO) (5th wk), oke 


Little (Miller) (285: $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (18th wk). Still a 
winner at $5,500, which is good 
enough for marathon run. Ditto 
last week. 

Metropelitan (WB) (1,513: 44-70) 
—‘‘Sinbad Sailor’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Still a heavyweight at $15,000. Last 
week, terrific $19,000. 





Paramount (FWC) (2,646: 55-85)— 
|“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Only $10,000. Last week. 
| okte $18,500. 
| State (FWC) (2.133; 55-85)—“Cali- 
| fornia” (Par) (3d wk) (m.o.). Oke 
| $10,000. Last week. “Prison Without 
| Bars” (UA) and “City Without Men” 
(Col) (reissues), scant $8,000. 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448: 55- 
85 )—“Scheherazade” (TJ). 


(UW). fair $13,500. 

| United Artists (Blumenfeld) (.- 
| 207: 55-85)—“Red House” (UA) (4th 
|wk). Steadv $7,509. 
nleasineg $10.4500 

| Stagedoor (A-lkerman) (350: $1.80- 


(3d | $2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (25th wk). | Town” 


i Sturdy $4,500. Last week, $5,500. 


| %94.000. Last k. “T’) Fancy | 
(2.296: 80-$1)—| «Ih. fair SIS SOD Oe YOURE 


“Beginning or End” (M-G) (2d wk). | 


Last week. | 


Palace (‘(Loew’s) (2,370: 44-70)— 
“Boomerang” (20th) (2d wk). So-so 
$15,000 after opening at mild $19,000. 


Seattle Slow Albeit 
‘Humoresque’ Big 136 


3 Seattle, March 18. 
First warm weekend is cutting into 
| biz this week. 
looks good, but “Humoresque” Jooks 
easy coin champ. 








- Boston, March 18. 
Heartening upswing in biz this 
week is attributed chiefly to better 
product. However, it’s still well be. 
low average with Lent and income 
taxes blamed. “My Favorite Bru. 
nette” is doing best on solo basis at 
the Met. “Love Laughs at Andy 
Hardy” shapes as good day-date at 
State and Orpheum. “Adventuress” 

is off to a big start at the Majestic, 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“Brennan Girl” (Rep) with Ink Spots, 
Johnny Otis, others, on stage. Okay 


| Years” 


| Last week 


(UA), hypoed eT 


“Beginning or End” | 000 


$29,000. Last week, “Sweetheart Sig. 
ma Chi” (Mono) plus Jimmy Dorsey 
orch, Pat Henning, others, $30,000. 

Copley (Shubert) (1,000; $1.80)—~ 
“Stairway to Heaven” (U) (6th wk), 
Good $6,000 level on grind policy; 
about same last week. 

Center (E. M. Loew) (1,600; 30-74) 
—“Thief Bagdad” (Indie) and “Mure 
der Diamond Row” (Indie) (reis- 
sues) (3d wk). Third week under 
$5,000, ditto last week. 

Esquire (M-P) (1,200; $1.80)—“Best 
(RKO) (12th wk). Hypoed 
by Academy awards back to ,stout 
$12,000 after $11,000 for last week. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 45-66)— 
“Lady Surrenders” (Indie). Smart 
$8,000. Last week, “Portrait 
Woman” (Indie) and “Wanted for 
Murder” (Indie) (2d wk), $5,000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 40-80) — 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB) and “Calen- 
dar Girl” (Rep). Here after week's 
layoff from Met, Ymedium $9,000. 
Last week, “California” (Par) and 
“Susie Steps Out’ (UA) (m.o.), 


Majestic (Indie) (1,500; 40-80) — 
“Adventuress” (E-L) and “Born to 
Speed” (PRC). Irish background 
plus Deborah Kerr promotion big 
for Hub, with big $14,000 in sight, 
Last week, “Last Mohicans” (PRC) 


“$10,000. 


and “Kit Carson” (PRC) (3d wk), 
$5,000. 
Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 40-80)~ 


“I'll Be Yours” (U) and “Sing While 
Dance” (Col). Passable $25,000. Last 
week, “Razor’s Edge” (20th) (2d 
wk), $23,000 in 8 days. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80 
—“Favorite Brunette” (Par) and “ 
Were Saved” (Par). Bob Hope 
strong here and will hypo Lent biz 
to nice $32,000, best in weeks. Last 
week, “Angel and Badman” (Rep) 
and “Sister’s Secret’ (PRC), $22,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 40-80)— 
“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” ‘(M-G) 
and “Mighty McGurk” (M-G). First 
Hardy film in some time proving 
surprise at $28,000, good. Last week, 
“Beginning or End’ (M-G), failed to 
deliver at $22,000 and below expect- 
ancy. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700: 40-80)— 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB) and “Calen- 
dar Girl’ (Rep). Here after layoff 
of week from Met, okay $15,000. 
“California” (Par) and 
“Susie Steps Out” (UA), also m.o.,, 
same. ; 

State (Loew) (3,200: 40-80) — 
“Love Laughs.Andy Hardy” (M-G) 
and “Mighty McGurk” (M-G). Ex- 
cellent $15,000. Last week, “Begin- 
ning or End” (M-G), disappointing 
$11,000, far below hopes. 

Translux (Translux) (900: 30-74) 
—“Alibi” (Indie) and “In Old Cal- 
ifornia” (Indie) (reissues). Average 
$5,500. Last week “Black Friday” 
(Indie) and “Payoff” (Indie) (reis- 
sues), $5,000. 


Lent, Flu Blamed For 
Indpls. Dip; ‘End’ 126, 
‘Madeleine’ Mild 136 


Indianapolis, March 18. 

Film biz is mostly off here this 
stanza, due to Lenten dip and’ wide- 
spread flu. “Crime Doctor's Crime 
Hunt,” sparked by Bob Crosby band 
on stage, is the biggest grosser. “13 
Rue Madeleine,” at Indiana; “Begin- 
ning Or End,” at Loew’s, and “Sche- 
herazade,” in second week at Keith's, 
are only fair. 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 42-72 
—“Crime Doctor’s Manhunt” (Col 
with Bob Crosby orch on stage. Neat 
$18,000. Last week, “Nocturne” 
(RKO) and “Vacation in Reno” 
(RKO), thin $10,000 at 40-60c scale. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40-60) 
—“Rue Madeleine” (20th) and “Pil- 
grim Lady” (Rep). Mild $13.000. Last 





week, “Humoresque” (WB), oke 
$14,000. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,300; 40-60)— 
“Scheherazade” (U) (2d wk). Slow 
$5,000 after passable $7,500 first 
stanza. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 40-60)— 
“Beginning Or End” ‘(M-G) and 


“Mighty McGurk” (M-G). Tepid $12,- 
Last week, “Chase” (UA) and 
“Return Monte Cristo” (UA). slug- 
gish $10,000. 





Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse ‘(H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
| “Perfect Marriage” (Par) and “Big 
(Par) (m.o.). From Fifth 

(Continued on page 12) 


Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 40-60)— 
|“Humoresque” (WB) (‘m.o.). po 
, $5,500. Last week, “Song ol South) 
| (RKO) and “Blondie’s Big Moment 


4(Col) (m.o.), big $8,000. 
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Wednesday, March 19, 1947 ve 
es ae ‘ oni 
Chi Reverses Trend; ‘Brunette’ Plus 
Biz is sluggish here currently. 


‘Neil Great $65,000, ‘Rose -Robin 
O'Neil Great 300,00), Rose -Robinson 
| Biggest coin will go to “Ladies’ 
® WG ‘P 9 Bi 4G Man” and Hal MclIntyre band at 
ued the Buffalo, but it’s not up to par 
Rousing 9 urs lg al for combo bill, 


‘PICTURE GROSSES il 


Mild Weather, St. Pat.s Help Bway; 
Bklyn’-Kaye Tall $90,000, ‘House’ 326, 
Heaven’ 386, ‘Pursued -Prima 636, 2d 


VARIETY 
‘Ladies’ Man’-Mclatyre 
Best Buff. Bet, $22,500 


Buffalo, March 18. 
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$53,000, below hopes. 





- Estimates for This Week: 
) - Coane, ee + Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 40-70) —{ Continued mild weather until yes- , came roy vase tg pens 
en slump reas in | ‘“ , " cepted * secon ’ : | today (Wed.). Last week, “Sudden 
‘ fenti houses with “Best Yeats” at Grosses Are Net a p.- - Ah pohvvd — “a. oc _terday (Tues.), new product and the aring” (Rat) with Sean Sie 
' 1 ting to a lush $35, in Fi he yt? © n - Nice $22,909. | added business gleaned St. Patrick’s| fonnny Long orch. Buddy Lestet 
oods spurting ted i ilm gross estimates, as re- |Last Week, “Beginning or End” | : Spe pail . 
its 18th week after being toutes’ W’ | potted herewith from the varie | (M-G) only $13,000. day (Mon.) will enable Broadway | ($d wk), slipped off to $50,000 after 
fo os wines m4 of Bob Hope is| US key cities, are net, i.e, withe | Great Lakes (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) | fist runs generally to overcome $75,000 for second. . 
- wards, tae Chicago with “My out the 20% tax. Distributors |—“Nora Prentiss’ (WB) (2d wk). the Income Tax Blues. Most film Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
; ; prite Brunette,” his latest, and share on net take, when playip | Fast $14,000. Last week, great $20.- theatres in N. Y. midtown area er a —— go 3 
‘ ; anny O'Neil heading stageshow. to ercentage, hence the estimate | 000 and over hopes consequently are sporting sizeable| we) of to $110,000 oy final po OE os 
’ reat $65,000. Oriental, with ‘Apache guyes are net income. | Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Per- grosses, exceptions mainly being! second was $119,000, good ‘Goes out 
ose” and Sugar Chile Robinson fea- re =parenthetic §=admission | fect Marriage’ (Par) and “Decoy” | 4... that he failed to hold up on| after today (Wed.) with “Late 
» . ired on stage, ghow looks fancy prices, however, as indicated, ine | (Mono). Looks $8,000 or better ee ee ae = Sy 99 | eee ley” (20th) wi all’s big 
ured ge Ay 20th) with Hall’s big 
; 50.000. “Pursued” is big $24,000 at Clude the U.S. amusement tax. | okay. Last week, “Humoresque” | extended runs. Easter Show coming in tomorrow 
a | the Roosevelt. : | ( wile 8 tae ; New important entries are topped! (Thurs.) 
: ov in all the other loop ec (Shea) (1,400; 40-70) — ina a PEON Ee 1. ; 4 oie cien auc 
Hold prog by the $22,000 “fol- | 6 ; | “Mighty McGurk” (M-G) (3d wk) y “It Hay pened in ——— n” pli | Park Avenue (U) (583; $1 20-$2.40) 

a ” ig doing at Apollo in jts | Around $4,500. Last week. nice | Sammy Kaye's band heading stage = Years Between (U) (2d wk). 
; ; i2th week Also strong is the $28,- OC e rig | $5,500 show, at the Capitol. This combo} Not holding up, $10,000 in prospect 
+“ f 0G for “Yearling” at State-Lake in | | Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 40-70) —! wil) land a big $90,000 or close.| £0", mitial holdover frame; first ex- 
r i i ech frame. | Johnny O'Clock’ (Col) and “Cig- pe age era eee de atten | cellent $15,000 . 
t q a ts tes for This Week bd | arette Girl” (Col). Strong $19,000. | a — = ay oo >| Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85) — 
d ; gre : “Jols ] Last week. “Song of Scheherazade” | possibly longer. “Red House” is do-| “Dangerous Millions” (20th). Looks 
t 4 Apollo (B&K) (1,200; ae hy “ 9 . | | J) and “Crime Doctor's Manhunt” | ing fairly well at the Globe on first |; modest $7,000 and goes out after one 
: > Story, Beg Bp De — | he 4 manag Bo second week. | stanza with good $32,000 in sight. {| Week. “Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO) 

4 at $22,000. , : Philadelphia. March 18. Ot fentury (20th Cent) (3,000:|° ... . cial z '. | opens Friday (21). In ahead, “House 

+ 4 Chicago (B&K) ” 5,900; yn Holdovers seatiien a ~ 40-70) — “The Locket” (RK ) 7 Stairw ay to Heaven, playing its | 7 Gables” (U) (reissue), $7,500. 
t | “Favorite Brunet anny O'Neil, | gpotlight this stanza with “Jolson | and “Queen of Burlesque” (RKO) | first week at pop scale after long run| Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
e gtageshow. 000. mt oe week “Dead ory” taking top coin. New prod- | ‘4 days). (2d wk) split with! at Park Avenue, is looking for a|—*“Blaze of Noon” (Par) (3d-final 
a $65,000. C ’ Bos- ‘t is getting mixed reception with Shanghai Gesture” (20th) (reissue) strong $38,000 at the Winter Garden.| wk). Not holding up any better thaft 
eckoning” (Col) oa ad “e - wk), | .ne Locket” making coniparatively and “Tracy Vs. Cueball” (RKO) (5/| “Best Years,” being boosted by pub-| first week. with $22,000 done in se 
"= well heading stageshow be WKY, the best showing with great se sion ays), Modest $12,000, most of coin | licity over getting Academy awards, | ond week ended last Monday (17 
8 a oe (B&K) (900; 95)—“Begin- | at ene mnall_Résiton, ewe uy” | 8 are os ra 2 oe — $1,000 ~~ her night. “Farmer's Daughter” (RKO) 

. ” ‘ F : | paired with Tommy Tucker band ys 7 > than last week at the Astor. It likely} replaces, Marc 25. “Ss y 
r ; ning or pm => cae ine ree lain cay, fairish 7 the | of Turicchns” (RKO). big $17,000. |} will hit strong $46,000 in current) $30,000, ies : ee 
) y sag oo (RKO) (1,500: 95)—“Sin- | Earle. | Session, | Roxy (20thi 5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
; baa (RKO) (5th wk). Trim $1%.- Estimates for This Week l¢ e “Pursued,” with Louis Prima band “Boomerang” (20th) with Katherine 
- 3 600. Last week, $14,000. e Aneine we) (1,803; 50-94) — dy | heading stagebill, is solid $63,000) Dunham dancers, Phil Regan, Fr- 
‘9 : Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 65-95) | in, Lake” (M-G) (3d wk). Mild rine e ces | for. second week at the Strand.| nesto Lecuona, Sid Caesar on stage 
d _“Apache Rose” (Rep) and Sugar | say ped nag woes f bey 914.000. fg oe - oe aera Dun-} (3d wk). Second week ending last 
é E ‘ topping stage bill.|, Areadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94)— 1am dancers, i egan, Ernesto} (Tues.) night did nicely ; 3. 
< fie eon, Mp gpm ig “Chase” | Nora Prentiss (WB) (2d run). | Lecuona and Sid Caesar on stage is while Roe aly big $126 500 a 
) (UA) plus Slate Bros. (2d wk), only | Nice $7,500. Last week, “Perféct nl ve | giving the Roxy a fine $103,000 in| jivan. featured on stage, was forced 
), $30,000, and below hopes. ap Ea (Par) (2d run), fair ey 9 | initial holdover frame. Ed Sullivan} out by illness last Friday (14). 

Palace (RKO) (2, 95)— | F9,000. z | was forced to drop out last Friday| State (Loew's) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 

‘“ ” ‘Oy saart | Boyd (WB) (2,350: 50-94)—‘That | (14) ht because of illness “Lady j ake” *) CS 
ey Locket” (RKO) and “Sweetheart a ; A leveland, March 18. nign aus SS. Lady in Lake” (M-G) (2d run) plus 
le Sigma Chi” (RKO) (2d wk). Mild | ten Te ee re Schone. | This being Bob Hope's hometown, “Favorite Brunette,” with Jimmy] Michael O’Shea, J. C. Heard Five, 
st $12,000 after tasty $16,000 ogee oy Zi d ” ‘UD 80 TK = $1! 000, his héw Aine “My Favorite Brunette” | Dorsey band topping stage layout,| Wilde Twins, others, on stage. Mere- 
d Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 65-95 )— Last | hv : (WB) (2.760: ‘60. $9) s ell ig getting most of the current gravy | opens today (Wed.) at the Para-| ly $21,000. Last week, “Perfect Mar- 

of Mohicans” (PRC) and “Kit Car-| ™ar (U) ith To Bagg eo 108 sete at State. “Verdict” tied up with the | mount after three sizeable weeks| riage” (Par) (2d run) with Molly 
3 son” (PRC) (2d wk). Way off to Fairis! $21 000 poy = Millie's Tex Beneke-Glenn Miller orch on} with “Suddenly It’s Spring” andj Picon, Eddie Peabody heading vaude, 
. $9,000 after big $20,000 last week. Sea we "(Col ast week, Ml ah stage also is doing nicely at the | stagebill. “Show-Off,” new Red Skel-! $22,000. 
pe Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 95)— a are ) ee W s il 49 j Palace. _ “Boomerang” is eatching | ton comedy, opens today at Criterion. Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
iz “Pursued” (WB). Rousing | $24.000. bright $28 500. on orch { WX’, | smart biz at Allen. “The Locket” tees off also today at | “Pursued” (WB) and Louis Prima 
st Last week, “Humoresque” (WB) | 91'S  y (9 ORD: = Estimates for This Week Palace following eight strong weeks | 0rch, Frank Marlowe heading stage- 
) 5 7k). $15.000 | Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—“Boome- | . ane : ong a my Ate Pe ; 

p (3th wk), $15,000. * : - with “Sinbad the Sailor Sea of| Dill (2d wk), Staying up in tall 
0 tate-Lake (B&K) (2.700: 95)—-| rang” (20th) (2d wk). Neat $22,000), Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)— % _ salior. a o SS ee ee ee ee 

“yearling” (M-G) (4th wk), Still | after huge $32,000 last week | “Boomerang” (20th). ‘Bright $16,000, | Grass,” which slipped to $110,000 | brackets with strong $63,000 for curs 
3) good at $28,000. Last week, big $37.-| Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-| Last week, “I'll Be Yours” (U), oke mine prog pow ee fe eee oe aun bee’ oye _— ——- 
3 28,000. . ot, er age oa)” cre | $0,500. plante y “Late George Apley” an : ut a bit below hopes. Stays 
‘st ‘ 94) Dead Reckoning” (Col) (5th | $ it age & Cadel . 

ee dae iL * Hipp (Warners) (8,700; 55-70)— | Easter Show at the Music Hall to-| indef. — 
hg PR ce — ye here pee pe — sates, = a “Dead Reckoning” (Col) (2d wk). morrow (Thurs.). “Fai’mer’s Daugh-| | Victoria (Maurer) (720-70-$1.20)—~ 
Neat $16,000. Laat week. fine $20000.| Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94)— | Very satisfactory $16,000 after smash | ter” moves into the Rivoli on March | “Thief of Bagdad” (FC) (reissue) 
\ W ods (Essan (1.200: 95-$1 %. | “The Locket” (RKO). Great $20,000. | $29,000 last week. 25 after only three weeks of “Blaze| (2d wk). Off to $15,500 albeit satis- 
e 1.40-$1.80)—"Best Years” (RKO) | Last week. “Johnny O'Clock” (Col)|, Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)— | of Noon.” factory; first fairly good $19,000 but 
13th wk). Almost like opening} (3d wk), good $10,000 | “Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) (m.o.). Swell Estimates for This Week not up to expectancy. Stays op. 

- a — € el ‘s sn) (1.300: $0-94) | $4,000 on third downtown round or ; Adventuress” (E-L) due to come ift 
ne week with spurt up to $35,000 o1 Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500; 5 ioe. Taek week  “limmeseaeea” Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 95-$2.40)) april 5 
off better on Academy awards. Last | —‘13 Rue Madeleine” ee sitter | (WB) (mo). same.” sq |—"“Best Years” (RKO) (19th wk). Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
00. week, fancy $31,000. run), Okay $7,000 a aa" ‘ < Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200: 55-70)— Academy awards boosting this mate- $1.50) Stairway to Heaven” (U), 
r« Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (2d run). Wite°wanied (Mong), Gnly.$400, | Tal», fake, running about, $1,000] On ‘rst ‘week ending tomorrow 
Ov ° ge ° S y ” ister’ “et” , ‘ , ‘ 1urs.) wi es ’ 

Det. P icking Up; ‘Sinbad’ Mastbaum (WB) (4,350; 50-94)—| BRC) wild $5000, | S°CTe | $46,000 or near looms. Last week,| close. ‘This is initial NY. date at 
oil D; ‘Pursued” (WB) eo" Sie seneeo. Palace (RKO) (3,300; 95)—“Ver- | $39,000. Continues. pop scale, film having had long ru 
G) Hi h 356 ‘Boome 9 | $19,500 after WE) (2.9505 50-94). | dict”. (WB) plus Tex Beneke band Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) | originally at Park Avenue wit 
Me ig ’ rang re Stanley (W Col) (3d wk). Hot |°" stage. Surprising drop in first |—“Happened in. Brooklyn” (M-G)/| roadshow prices. Last week, “I'll 
in- ‘ . Jolson Story” (¢ 3 & 00°] ‘ °'|two days is being overcome by late | with Sammy Kaye orch, Harvey | Yours” (U) (3d wk), $10,000. 
ing 306 Spring Socko 236 $28.000 ye png 94). ‘pe. | Rickup. Fancy $39,000. Last week, Stone heading stage. On_ initial 
74) : gaaiah at End” (MCG) Nice $15,300. Cole Quentin” Rao? plus nuns ge adneo'e pcre beg ae Cj H ‘ y ’ . 

( : sg ee cried n ‘ F se. , - 

al- Detroit, March 18. Last week, “Fabulous Dorseys” (UA) cau riety a on Se ro Fa Last Bers g “Beginnin ae Incy of; ears New 
ge “Sinbad the Sailor,” at the Mich-| (2d wk). down to $11,000. State (Loew's) (3,450: 55-70)—| End” (M-G) with Johnnie John- ° h ’ 
ay” igan, is topping current lineup with | “Favorite mee Rt: Slug- | ston, _ | are Kathryn eee oy at $34,000, Band, 
>1S= . . : : . ging way roug uctuating | Nat randwynne orch (3d wk), 

chief competition coming © from R k ’ R ; ; 

ec oning ugge | weather and income-tax worries for 
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“Boomerang” at the Fox. “Lady in 


the Lake” at the Palms-State is lead- 


ing the holdovers during the Lenten 
lull. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 


“Jolson St ys (Col) (lith wk). Still 
steady at $7,500. Last weck, about 
ame. 


Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(3,309; 70-95)—“Plainsman” (Par) 
and “Jungle Princess” (Par) (re- 
jssues). Good $15,000. Last week. 
The Chase” (UA) and “Calendar 
Girl” (Rep) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683; 70- 
95)—“San Quentin” (RKO) " and 
Death Valley” (SG). Solid $14.600. 
wast week, “Wicked Lady” (U) and 
7 +y of Amazons” (SG) (2d wk). 


Fox (Fox-Mithigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
w Boomerang” (20th) and “Devil on 

heels” (PRC). Trim $30,000. Last 
week, “I'll Be Yours” (U) and “13th 
Hour” (Col), $22,000. 


Madison (United Detroit) (1,866; 
30-60)—"Time, Place” (WB) ‘and 
goass Alibi” aww Good $2,500 in 
Rays Last week, “Brennan Girl” 

ep) and “Plainsman and Lady” 
(Rep), $2,300 in 3 days. 
ro nichigan (United Detroit) (4,039: 
“Fal) G, pinbad Sailor” (RKO) and 

all Guy” (Mono), Solid $35,000. 
= he week, “Humoresque” (WB) and 
strong aaa (Rep) (2d wk), 


Palms-State (United Detroit) (2.- 


976: 70-95 ) “Lad A ” 
a ae" y in Lake” (M-G) 
es California Way” (Rep) (2d 
A i : 
opener. g 000 after big $26.000 
appited Artists (United Detroit) 
ney ‘0-95 )—*“Suddenly It’s Spring” 
Sock and “The Guilty” (Mono). 
hin " $23,000, Last week, “Begin- 
Dae End” (M-G) and “Vacation 
Ys" (Mono), good $15,000. 





Providence. March 18._ 
New town topper this stanza is 
Loew’s State’s “Dead Reckoning. 


Metropolitan. big on new straight | 


‘Years’ Great $20,000, 


socket” at RKO | 
at Ma- | 


film policy, is spurting in _second 
week with — Miss Pilgrim. 
Also solid are “The et’ 
Albee and “Nora Prentiss” 
jestic, both in second sessions. Biz 
is generally nice. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—‘‘The 
/ Locket” (RKO) and “Plainsman and 


Lady” (RKO) (2d wk). Very good 
$14,500. First stanza was wow 
$21,000. 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) | 


—"Kit Carson” (WB) and “Last of 

ohicans” (WB) (reissues). Sturdy 
$6,000. Last week, “Mighty McGurk 
(M-G) and “Cigarette Girl’ (Col) 
(2d run), nice $5,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1.400: 44-65)—“Con- 
fidential Agent” (WB) (reissue) and 
vaude. Fairly peppy $7,000. Last 
week, “Bringing Up Father” (Mono) 
and vaude, $7,500. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — | 
“Nora Prentiss’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Stout $14,000. First sesh was trim 
$18,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100; 44- 
65) — “Miss Pilgrim” (20th) and 
“Hard-Boiled Mahoney” (Rep) (2d 


y ? 000. Hit surprising | | 
wk). Sweet $12,000 i p | date with Esquire, Webber. 


44-65) — | 


$15,000 in first session. 
State (Loew) (3,200: 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) and 
“Blonde for a Day” (Col). Bright 
$26,000. Last week, “Beginning or 
End” (M-G) and “Millie's Daugh- 


ter” (Col), slipped slightly to nice | 


$20,000. 3 

Strand (Silverman) (2.200: 44-65) 
—‘Cross M Heart” (Par) and 
“Lone Wolf Mexico” (Col) (2d wk). 
Started yesterday (Mon.). First was 
yice $12,500. Last week, “Jolson 
Story” (Col) (6th wk), solid $12 000. 


{husky $22,000. 


Prov.; ‘Heart’ Nice 1236, 








-Last week, “Begin- 
ning or End” (M-G), weak $17,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,709; 55-70)— 
“Ladies’ Man” (Par), Oke at $6,500. 
Last week. “Perfect Marriage” (Par), 
good $9,500. 





Denver; ‘End’ Fat 1736 


Denver, March 18. 

“Best Years,” with Academy 
award bally, is packing the small 
Aladdin this week at tilted scale. 
“California” is so strong in its third 
week at Denham it will be held a 
fourth. “Beginning or End” looks 
fine at the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 90-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO). Big $20,000. 
Last week, “Ramrod” (UA) and 
“Betty Co-Ed” (Col), after: week at 
Denver, Webber, Esquire, fine $6.000. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” 


| (M-G) and “Caravan Trail” (PRC) 


(3d wk). Nice $7,000. Last week, 
good $6,000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 


—‘California” (Par) (3d wk). Fancy 


$12,500. Holds. Last week, big 
$17,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) — | 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (2d wk). Day- 


Good 
$15,000. Last week, big $20,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—‘“Jol- 
son Story” (Col) (2d wk). Also 
Denver, Webber. Trim $4,500. Last 
week, big $6,000. es 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74) — 
“Beginning or End” (M-G) and 
“Freddie Steps Out” (Mono). Fine 
$17,500. Last week, “Sinbad Sailor” 





! 
' “Swell Guy” (U) and “Bringing Up 


(RKO) and “Vacation in Reno” 
(Mono) (2d wk), good $11,000. — 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74'— 


iV” (UA) 








Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) 
—‘Show-Off” (M-G).- Starts today 
(Wed.). Last week, “ > razade” 
(U) (3d wk), off to $20 while 
second was trim $23,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20) 
—"“Red House” (UA). Deing fairly 
well at $32,000 for first week finish- 
ing next Friday (21). Holds. In 
ahead. “Strange Woman” (UA) (3d 
wk), okay $17,000. 


Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep) (3d wk). 
Staying up nicely with $14,500 after 
$17,500 for second. Looks to stay 
here five weeks. 


Golden (767) (1.20-$2.40)—“Henry 
(29th wk). Doing steady 
biz, 28th week ended last Saturday 
(15) being $7,800, still profitable for 
this stage of run; previous round 
was $8,000. Stays until May or June. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 70-$1.10) 
—“Nora’ Prentiss’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Off to $15,500 for current session but 
continues since okay profit; third 
hit $17,000. Continues. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“The Locket” (RKO), Opens today 
(Wed.). Last week, “Sinbad” (RKO) 
(8th wk), stout $18,000 on blowoff; 
seventh was $24,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.50) 
—‘Favorite Brunette” (Par) plus 
Jimmy Dorsey orch, Pat Henning, 





Father” (Mono). Modest $9,000. Last 
week, “Man I Love” (WB) and “Mr. 
Hex” (Mono), nice $11,003. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘Ram- 
rod” (UA) and “Betty Co-Ed” (Col), 
after week at Denver, Esquire, 
Webber, Aladdin. Fair $4,000. Last 
week, “Rue Madeleine” (20th) and 
“Rolling Home” (SG) (m.o.), same. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—‘Jol- 
son Story” (Col) (2d wk). Also 
Denver, Esquire. Good $3,000. Last 
week, big $4.000. 





Cole Trio Smash $33,000 


Cincinnati, March 18. 

“Best Years,” setting a new high 
for current operation at the Capitol, 
is topping the town currently, @ 
couple paces ahead of the combe 
Albee, hotsy with the King Cole Trio 
and “Beat Band.” Palace is above 
par on “Johnny O'Clock.” Hold- 
Overs are spotty. Downtown bis 
generally is fatso. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-95)—“Beat 
Band” (RKO) and King Cole Tri®, 
others, on stage. Cole combo 
magnet here for smash $33,000. Las 
week, “Magnificent Rogue” (Re 
and Vivian Blaine, others, on sta 
oke $24,000, but below hopes. : 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 90-$1.50)~ 
“Best Years” (RKO). Launchin, 
indef stay of four-a-day showings a 
upped scale by setting new mod 
record here at titanic $34,000 or ¥. 
sont seek, “Abie’s Irish Rose” UA}, 


Grand (RKO) (1,430: we oe - 
inning or End” (M-G) (2d wk 
low $6,500 trailing fairish $11,500 
starter. 

Keith’s (UP) (1,542: 45-70)—~ 
“Stairway to Heaven” (U) (2d wk). 
Solid $10,000 on heels of hotsy $13+ 
000 preem. 


Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 55-70)— 
“Raider” (Indie) and “Down Mis 
ouri Way” (Rep). Thin $4,5 
Last week, “Beast With 5 Fingers? 
(WB) and “Tracy Vs. Cueba 
(RKO), sock $9,500. 

Palace 55-70 )— 


(RKO) (3,600; 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col). Pleagi 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Nora Prentiss 
(WB), about same. 


Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-70)— 
“Nora Pr 


$7.000. L at weeks, *hedaita” ek 


(m.o.), $3,500, no dice. 
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Stallion Road ee ° the Lesser-Neumann offering are Great Expectations 
” e eviews high for an action’ film. Neumann, Based die: Dickens ¢lks- . 
Hollywood, March 17 ; however, .could have directed at a _ Based upon. ns cli Picture rosses 
Warnets release of Alex Gottlieb produc- “Stallion Read.” (WB). Drama | faster pace ; sic, Cineguiid’s production was 
fon. Stars Ronald Reagan, Alexis Smith.! of love and horses in Southern ‘ . praised by VARIeTY’s Cane who Continued from page 16 
hachary Sooit; feainves Peggy Koudsen. | Gajifornia that — will depend ; h reviewed "the film in London 
atti Brady, Harry Davenport, Frank Pugs | “a : Law of the Las Dec. 25, °46 He wrote “this 
in, Angela Greene, Directed by James V.! largely upon cast names to sell. Hollywood, March 15 scr ‘si f the Charle Seattle 
Kern. Novel and screenplay Stephce Loong { “Time Out of Mind” (UI) a be : See A Sete = ri screen version oO e ari es 
@treet: eamera, Arthur K deson; editor, Da- | ; A. : 3 of PR¢ release Jerry ‘I oe PN eee er Dickens novel should equal in Avenue. Fair $3, 600 in 6 days, Last 
Vid Wejsbart, | Tradeshowg, Ma reh Iv, “47.) Dull dissertation of life and | Siar At ee eens. Mary Scott, | artistry the company’s ‘Brief En- | week, “Cross My Heart” (Par) and 
pee ee I ld — music of the Maine coast, despite | Jack O Shea, Director, Ray Taylor. Orig- counter and it may take its “7 Were Saved” (Par) (2d wk), $4,- 
eer hee EAM xis Smith | tiptop photography and good {inet serenplay, Wilham T.. Nolte: camera, | place alongside the best British | 000 in five days. + 
Stephen Purcell ae Ae: Sachury Scott music. habe rt co q ee pao Ate tag 9 E ~ pietures now being made. Fifth pr on te (H-E) (2,349: 45. 80) 
ta rrr oe Peses rey “Tarzan and the Huntress” | MINS. =e % = , When released abroad film ran —"Beginning or End” (M-G) and 
CROSSE SOT ss 9 £0} Vi 3 DAD Nar * as mao (RKO). Moderately entertain- | Cerenne......... cece AL “Lash" La Rue 118 minutes. Cast includes “Lone Wolf in Mexico” (Col). Good 
Hyg orty eet a Rat "Abaela Greene] eT aaeT? | PWMEY a isnot acareet x1 “Fuzzy” St. John} John Mills and Valerie Hobson | $9,000. Last week, “Perfect Marys 
i Rock Al l i . " he T Mars 
Beton. seco ciepeiacteeeees es SRST Bhs Bom wrt Smalley ih iat ES re Seo ae > aeett as stars riage” (Par) and “Big Town” (Par) 
Ree er . gig or IPO AE aT es Jane Bilton. ...c...cs00- , ary Seot So tine Seats ; . . 
Richmond Mallard......-. Seay Hes. Sk. Fenee 2 she Ser rite aap ae os "jack O'Shea U-I is distributing in America. | slow $8,800, : 
Bow Geis cys 1 Fes cqacdes a. ctalova ata a ie “Law of the Lash (PRC - RRS Sec FE Sr aS Charles King It opens at R adio City Music Liberty (JvH) a 650: 45- 80 . ‘Jol. 
Se tdi yo Matthew Boulton | Introducing a new PRC_ film Itachi seeesveeerenterereeess cass, wathews| Hall April 24 Running time | son” (Col) (12th wk). Fancy $10,000 
cowpoke; filler material for he ee eee te ecard, John Elliott thfee minutes less. U is trade- | after wonderful $12,000 last stanza, 
“Stallion Road” manages to gener-| Saturday matinee trade. Be Aaa ati Charles W hitaker | showing it next Monday (24). | Music Bex ee) (850; 45-80) 
A ° . s . et or ere ne ihe y d 
ate considerable interest for the gen- “Bel Ami” (Filmex). Mexican- » : : ut ed French | “Sung of South” RKO) 0 ith wk), 
eral magear i 8 apes nti \ oe or nade version of de Maupassant Brad Slavin paced by director Johan Jacobsen. | Seal 36 900 in aays. ast week, 
its tale of a “Pasteur of the pasture cod ‘ons f mark -_-— ithe chnice re } re OO 1 set. on 
It’s the story of a veterinarian who a, Fe = me eats _ _., ‘the Lash” is spotty west- when nina Pr ivogag ar Séandi- | Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 45-80) ~ 
practices his trade among the wealthy and a possibility in U. S | Law ol - ; aig : sat Beau ~me 2 : aj Sc “Wicked Lady” (U) and “Blind Snot" 
, meg ee rs ns ot aint, ern progra are a ave é : ‘al ) ~ an 4 ” at 
Southern California horse-breecers : ns | Varied effect upon its moppet ticket | ee (Col). Slow $6,500. Last week 


Horse doctor angle is sometimes a bit 
tediously developed and the dialog is 
strictly typewriter and not tongue, 
but overall. film has okay prospects 
in heading double bill situations out- 
side of de luxe runs 

Main script fault is author Stephen 
Longstreet’s indulgence in soporific 
speeches about horses and _ life, 
Speeches read okay in print but are 
cumlsrersome when spoken and strong. 
Cast never quite overcomes the mono- 
logs. Sex angles in the Longstrect 
novel are reduced by film censor- 
ship to minor items so principal in- 
terest to ticket-buyers will lie in the} 
proud horseflesh displayed 

Strong interest is accounted for by 
horse-jumping scenes, each packing 
a thrill. There is also a socko fight 
sequence that rings with realism, and 
is well worth seeing although events 
leading up to it are hard to follow. 

Plot premise deals with Ronald 
Reagan. horse doctor, who is visited 
by Zachary Scott, successful novelist, | 
The saddle medico and the writer 
fall in love with Alexis Smith, femme | 
horse breeder. Romance for Reagan | 
oes smooth until he nixes help for 
his girl's prize horse to save a herd } 


of cattle from anthrax. This gets all | m 


horsemen in the valley down on him, | 
but there’s a turnabout .when an- | 
thrax hits the nags and the doc’s | 
serum saves them. Reagan falls ill | 
from anthrax, Miss Smith injects him 
with his own serum and love wins 
out. 


James V. Kern's 
Yot of punch in the few action se- 
quences offered by the Longstreet 
script, but falls short on understand- 
ing necessary to develop characters 
that people the plot. Reagan, Miss 
Smith and Scott ure as good as the 
script allows and even add a lift to 
the readings. Peggy Knudsen spots a 
bit of sex as the “banker's w: indering 
wife who's interested in the doctor. 
Patti Brady, moppet sister of Miss 
Smith’s, and Angela Greene, who 
makes a brief, unexplained scene as 


a girl of light love, stand out. Harry 
Davenport, Frank Puglia and Fer- 


nando.Alvarado also make their foot- 
age count. 


Alex Gottlieb’s production 
given the picture top technical ap- 
purtenances and_ realistic 
grounds. .Camera ,work of 
Edeson is fine and score by 
erick Hollander is a help. 


Arthur 
Fred- 
Brog. 








“Time Out of Mind 
‘Hollywood, March 15. 


Universal-International rel 
Biodmak production, 
Stars Phyllis Calvert, Robert 
Rainés; features Kddie Albert, 
roll, Helena Carter, John 
Stephenson, Olive Blakeney, Harry Shan- 
non, Janet Shaw. Screenplay, Abem Finkel, 
Arnold Phillips; based on novel by Rache! 
Field; camera, Maury Gertsman: special 
photography, David SS. Horsley; music, 
Miklos Rozsa, Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco; 
editor, Ted J. Kent, Previewed March WW, 


ise of 
directed by Siodniak. 
Hutte, Ella 
Leo G. Car- 


Abbott, Henry 


"47. Running time, 86 MINS, 
Kate Fernald....... , -Phyilis Calvert | 
«(hristoepher Fortune....... tobert Hutton } 
Rissa Fortune....... Romaae ..Ella Raines | 
Sako Bullard.......,..06......-Kddie Albert | 
@apiain Fortune........... Leo G. Carroll 
pi | a ea . Helena Carter 
Max IJdeherMan.......036.... 44 John Abbott 
Wellington Drake........ Hénry Stephensen 
p ae OSS Seger Olive Blakeney 
Captain Rogers C6 optwene Harry Shannon 
WORF Asi as eet vende a ve twaVEs ed Janet Shaw 
Bred Stern. .ciiseccee én hak Emi Rameau 
RT er re Samuel S. Hinds 
AUR  HlenNEgR.. ccc cece. Lilian Fontaine 
PR Pe Per .. Houseley Stevenson 
Annie.......i.c+8.s.0...... Maudie Prickett 





This is a draggy celluloid version 
of Rachel Field’s novel of a musician | 


who finally escapes his seafaring 
family. It has technical achieve- 
ments of Academy Award standards, ' 
ge tral the photography, but | 
alis short on entertainment. 

Little interest is generated by the 


Abem Finkel-Arnold Phillips script | 


to back strong physical 
and camera values given the plot. 
As ar American film debut for Phyl- 
lis Calvert, it doesn’t display the Brit- 
ish actress to advantage. Role could | 


production 


have been better in hands of a suit- | 
able Hollywood femme and would | 


have meant more at the b.o. 


Worthwhile standards in 
entertainment expected of Robert 
Siodmak, who has some top credits 
on his list as director, do not come 
through. He apparently has made an 
honest effort to spin a tale of frus- 
tration against a New England sea- 
faring background but characters | 

ortrayed fail to arouse interest. | 
oles have a vagueness that prevents 
audience understanding of what is 


he “ “ 


ae: a te 


| man, 


direction packs a} mann) 


has | 


back- | 


Robert | 


| Hecht, 








anspiring and characters carry no 
sympathy. 

Robert Hutton is the musician-son 
New England sailing .family 
composing complex is frus- 
father’s insistence he 
In the household is 
who, with the boy’s 
him towards his nor- 
mal destiny in life. That eventually 
he makes it. after a period of un- 
happy marriage and dipsomania, is 
tepidly uniolded. 

Miss Calvert is the servant girl and 
does-not make a distinguished Holly- 
debut Neither does Ella 
the sister, come through with 
clarity. Hutton tries hard 
suecess in his role. Eddie | 
Albert, featured, has only a few 
minor scenes, all of which fail to reg- 
ister. Among femme contingént in 
supporting cast, Janet Shaw and 
Helena Carter make their 
count. John Abbott, as a music critic, 


ol a 

whose 
trated by his 
take to the sea. 
a servant girl 
sister, pushes 


W ood 

Raines, 
character 
with little 


also figures to advantage. 


Standout lensing is given to the 
sterling settings by Maury Gerts- 
It is camera work of the high- 
est artistry that, unfortunately, isn’t 
atched by story worth 





| 








buvers. The 

whip as much as his sixguns is 
okay for the Saturday matinee trade, 
but the injection of corny psycholog- 
_— overtones fails to 

ads corny and is even more corny 
in the celluloid. Strictly for the mi- 
nor kid trade in the western houses. 

Plot spends a vague tale about a 
disguised U. S. marshal who is trying 
to clean up an evil-ridden western 
town. He works 
prospector with a bearded pal, Al St. 
John. It takes no _ psychiatrist to 
know that the hero will triumph. 
He does and the town settles down 
to a dull life free of colorful outlaws. 

Al “Lash” La Rue is a good pros- 
pect for the western film market. 
Only thing PRC has to watch is the 


| psychological overtones with which 


footage | 


There also} 


is an excellen? musical score by Mik- | 


los Rozsa 
Tedesco that is on the credit side. 
Brog. 





Tarzan and the Huntress | 


| 


Lesser 
directed = tyy 
Johnny Weissmuller, Brenda Joyce 
Johnny Sheffield; features Patricia Mori 
son, Parton MacLane. Original story and 


RKO release of Sol 
production, 


(Kurt Neu- 


Stars 


screenplay, Jerry Gruskin, Rowland Leigh. 
based upon characters created by Edgar 
Rice Burroughs: camera, Archie Stout; 
editor, Merrill White; music, Paul Saw- 
j te i Tradeshown. N, ¥.. March 12, °4T 
|} Running time, 72 MINS. 
re aida v4 0\s cies Johnny Weissmuller | 
Et ery re ; Brenda Joyce 
— SRERTETECEEETECTL CEE Johnny Sheffield | 
P A. sae dae . eee ts we Patricia Morison | 
i RE Ree erry Barton MacLane 
| Marley. fheab coun John Warburton 
| Smithers.... cececedecdcices s ranace Beet 
j King Farrod..,.cccece:: Charlies Trowbridge 
a. 3 : Perse Tauzin 
Bx ee SA ss .Ted Hecht 
| Monak.. Des te 2 ae es Ee . Mic 
5 RA a so ck ds od Fa esles ¢ Fe Rees iy 
‘ -- 
Some 16 Tarzan films have} 
| ground through the hopper. 


| Lesser, 


in the past four years. His 1 
“Tarzan and the Huntress.” 


| literate members of 
going fraternity. 
moderately entertaining 


largely in subsequent 
hinterland and abroad. 


runs, 


| title role per usual, 
| time flexes his muscles to repel the 
| depredations of a zoological expedi- 
tion which seeks to capture scores 
| of animals for various zoos. 
ress Patricia Morison is a leader of 
the safari along with Barton Mac- 
Lane and John Warburton. Fauna 
quota set by native king Charles 


prospects. 


MacLane, along with sinister Ted | 
Hecht as Prince Ozira, a nephew 
of the King, arrange for the poten- 
tate’s elimination in a hunting “ac- 
cident.” When it obviously appears 
that most of the jungle’s four- 
| footed inhabitants are well on their 
way to new homes, Tarzan saves 
the day, aided by an elephant herd. 
The expedition is put to flight and 
| the King’s rightful heir. Prince 
| Suli. is restored to the throne. 

Story’s modeled after the count- 
‘less plots found in any juvenile’s | 
| library. Acting is also singularly | 
undistinguished, Weissmuller’s lines 
are confined to monosyllabic utter- 


— 





| ances and his. still striking physique | 


| remains his top asset. Brenda Joyce 
|is appealing as the apeman’s help- 
+ mate while Johnny Sheffield as the 
youthful Boy is an adept vine- 
swinger. Miss Morison’'s talents are 
wasted in this tropic tal. As are 
| those of Barton MacLane_ who's 


screen | | overly bombastic as the safari boss. 


Support of Warburton. Trowbridge. 
et al, -is adequate while 
, thesping honors are chiefly carried 
| off by the chimpanzee, Cheta, an 
exceptionally clever simian. 

Jungle scenes are well lensed by 


cameraman Archie Stout who's re- | 


alistically caught the flavor of the 
forest primeval. His aninal shots 
are standouts. Production values of 


Neumann, | 


With Johnny Weissmuller in the 
apeman this 


and Mario Gastelnuovo- | 


| 


| 


‘| 


| 
| 


| heavies 


scripter William 
Ray Taylor 


Nolte and director 
have burdened “Law of 
the Lash.” On the comic side, Al St. 
John injects a few laugh moments 
for the kiddie trade. As the shy 
heroine, Mary Scott is sufficient, as 
are others in the cast, including such 
as Jack O'Shea, Lee Roberts 
and others. 

Production, lensing and other fac- 
tors. are standard for the minor 
budgei. Brog. 


Bel Ami 
(MEXICAN-MADE) 


Filmex production and 

Antonio Memplet. Features Armando 
Calvo, Gloria Marin, Patricia Moran, Emilia 
(iuiu and Andrea Palma, fased on the 
(iuy de Maupassant story. At Cine Metro- 
politan, March 8, °47. tunning time, 102 
MINS. 





release Directed 





(In Spanish; no English Titles) 


This is another Bel Ami story, re- 


| putedly much the same as the United | fighting and 
| Artists’ release but dorfe in Spanish | Sirkka Sipila, 


with the Latin touch visible both | 
in the directing and acting. Chief in- | 


undercover as a| 





idea of a hero who uses } 


igren, Ann 


come off. It} 


| 
| 
| 








ladium, 
is. 


Soederholm’s 
seller may prove as great a success | $11,000 after 
as the book. Sentimental love story 








“Driver Dage Faller Regn’ 
Rain Is Falling’’) (SWEDISH), 
Filmbyra production and release 
Kjellin, Mai Zetterling; 
a Lindahl 
Landgre, Ulf 


tlugo Hasslo 


“When the 
Friberg 
Stars Alf 
features Sten Lind- 
Hilda Borgstroem, Inga 
Palme, Torsten Rerestroem, 
Ivar Hhllbeck Directed by 


(justaf KMdgren. Screenplay by Edgren and 
Gardar Sahiberg, based on novel by Margit 
Soederholm; camera, Martin Bodin. At Pal- 

Stockholm. Running time, 212 


Splendid film version of 


prize-winning 


is helped by Gustav Edgren’s perfect 
direction, latter wringing plenty of 
entertainment out of his own 
Enhanced by crisp acting, pic 
up as a good prospect for U. 
houses. 


script 
shapes 
S. art 


“The World Tarns Backward" (‘Die 
Welt Dreht Sich Verkehrt’’) (AUSTRIAN). 


Star Film release ot J. A Hubler-Kahl 
productnon Stars Hans Moser Warl 
Skraup, Alfred Neugwebaur, Marianne Schon- 
aner; directed by Hubler-Kahla At Apollo 
Vienna, Feb. 17, ’4%. Running time, 90 
MINS. 

Pleasant small-scale production | 
loaded with Viennese humor but 


with limited world appeal due to the 


broad Viennese dialect of Hans} 
Moser, the Austrian W. C. Fields. 
Story deals with Moser’s alcoholic 


reminiscences of the good old days. 

“Tytto Onnen Ohjaksissa” (“Love and 
Fighting’) (FINNISH). Fenno Filmi re- 
lease of Bio Kuva production. Stars Sirkka 
Sipila, Esko Saha; features Knllervo Kalske 
Assi Raine, Irja Ranniko, Hannes’ Hay- 
rinen, Joel Asikainen Directed by Yrjo 


Norta: screenplay, Tex Westerberg Re- 
viewed in Helsingfors. Running time, 90 
MINS. 


Good Finnish comedy about prize- 
love. Cast, headed by 
turns in fine perform- | 
j ances. Okay for Finland and film 
|fans and Scandinavia in general, but 


iterest here attaches to the excellent | chances in the U. S. are small. 


performance contributed by Armando | 
Calvo, who is shaping up in Mexican 


| pictures much the same as he did in 


] 


Simpseh | Native: land. 
iierself | Guy de Maupassant story. 


| Their thespian ability, however, does 
| not measure up to Calvo’s. 

| Antonio Momplet is reminiscent of 
the | Ernst Lubitsch 


films and on the stage in Spain, his 


Also U. S. picture patrons likely | 
will pay considerable attention to the 


| sets. Four femmes, Gloria Marin, 
| Patricia Moran (Ethel Clark), an 
| American; Emilia Guiu and Andrea 


Paima, are nice choices to wear the 


beautiful garb, and are the most 


| fetching bits of femininity to be seen | 


| with Robert Buckner, 


| in Mexican pictures for a long time. 


with his direction. 


|; Camera work and sound are excel- 


Hunt- | 


lent. Grah 


New Foreign Films 


(Unlikely for Angio-U. §. Market) 











“La Rose de la Mer” 


1] (‘The Sea Rose’’) 
(FRENCH). Sirius 


Production and re 





Trowbridge dampens the hunters’ | s#ult. 


| Screenplay, 





| 


! 





lease, Stars Fernand Ledoux, Roger Pi- 
Directed by Jacques de Baroncelli. 
Mare Gilbert Sauvageon, based 
on novel by Paul Vialar,. Reviewed in Paris. 
Running time, 85 MINS. 


With Fernand Ledoux contributing 
an outstanding performance in a 
Wallace Beery-like role, film is a 
nautical melodrama which deals with 
the tough captain of a freighter on 
which most of the action takes place. 
He’s bumped off by Rogert Pigault 
with the aid of the shady crew who 
had wind of the skipper’s plot to 
scuttle the vessel and collect the in- 
surance. Too crudely made in every 
lrespect for top bookings in France, 
film has no femme avpeal and is of 





no interest to the U.S. market. 
“Brevet Fra ATdode” (“Leiter from 
the Dead”) (DANISH). Palladium pro- 
duction and release, Stars Sonja Wigert, 
Eyvind Johan Svendsen, Gunvar Lauring 
features Inge livid-Moller, Axel Frische, 
Karin Nellemose, Liselette Bendix, Povl 
Woldike. Directed by Johan Jacobson, 
Screenplay, Arvid Mulier; camera, Karen 
Andersen; music, Kai Moeller. Reviewed in 


Copenhagen. Running time, 92 MINS, 





Good drama introduces Norwe- 
gian-born Swedish actress Sonja 
Wigert in her first Danish film. Here 
she plays a girl who's a cocaine 
addict. Doctor Eyvind Svendsen at- 
tempts to force her to make love to 
him. When she refuses he tries to 
strangle her but is killed by Gun- 


He has the lead in the | 


since 
attractive cost F: 
First National broke the jice “at 4 costumes and beauty of the | 


1918 with “Tarzan of the Apes.” Sol | 
releasing through RKO, has | 
| turned out five of the jungle epics 
atest. 
while 
| offering little interest to the more 
the picture- 
shapes up as a 
adventure 
film whose commercial appeal rests 














Margit | 
best- | 





Goetz - Ul | 








Continued from page 3 Gee 


“We're operating on flexible rules 
which permit us to invest cash in 
any promising independent setup | 
and we'll go into as many as look 
good to us,” Goetz added. Company | 


only recently closed a deal with 
Robert Montgomery on a_ profit- 
sharing basis and is now dickering 


Warner Bros. 
producer, who's informed WB of his 
impending walkout. 

Goetz is in New York for a look- 
see at Broadway legit attractions in- 
cluding Lillian Hellman’s “Another 


Part of the Forest” which U-I re- 
cently picked up for filmization. 
Topper will also ,talk New York 


preem plans for “The Egg and es 
U-I’s big property, which opens at 
Radio City Music Hall April 24. 


U. Should Have Merged 
A Year Earlier—Blumberg 


Nate Blumberg. Universal prexy, 
expressed himself Monday (17) as 
highly pleased with the manner in 
which U's merger of production fa- 


cilities with International last fall 
is working out. Blumberg said it 
had taken production chief Wil- 


liam Goetz a little time to reorgan- 
ize the setup, eliminating all of U's 
low-budget organization, but now 
that had all been completed and a 


flock of prprien product is in the |° 


works. 

U prexy said a was “sorry we 
didn’t merge a year earlier,” inas- 
much as it has. been repeatedly | 


proved that low and -medium-cost | 


pix are not profitable, while top 
budgeters are’ doing big at the b.o. 
One of the designs of the merger 
was to get rid of the B product in 
favor of concentration on top A’s. 
Program of acquiring showcase 
theatres throughout the U. S., on 
which U proposed to embark last 
fall, has been temporarily shelved. 
Blumberg said, until 
clarifies_itself under decree selling. 
U topper plans to stay in New 
York the entire spring. Goetz re- 


nar Lauring. Melodrama is nicely | turns to the Coast Friday (21). 
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| after good $14,500 last week. 
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“Beast with Five Fingers” «WB) and 
“Diijon” (Mono), neat $8.700 
Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 45-89)—~ 
|“Humoresque” (WB). Big $13,000, 
Last week, “Temptation” (U) and 
“Singin’ in Corn” (Col), thin $7,100, 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 45-89)— 
“Home in Oklahoma” (Rep) and 
|}stage show. Oke $6,000. Last week, 
| “Texas” (Col) (reissue) and vaude, 
fancy -$6,900. 
Paramount 
“California” 


(H-E) (3,039: “45-80)~ 
(Par) (2d wk). Good 
marvelous $22.500 last 
week. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 
| “Swell Guy” (U). Northwest 
and looks $4,500 or over. Last 
“Man I Love” (WB) (2d wk). 
| to $4,500. 
| Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 25. 
50)—"“Old California” (Rep) and 
“Girl from God’s Country” (Rep) (3d 
run). Mild $3,000. Last week, “Al- 
ways, Loved You” (Rep) and “White 
Tie, Tails” _@) ($d run), $3,100. 


RAIN DAMPENS K.C.; 
‘BRUNETTE’ TALL 176 


Kansas City, March 18, 
straight week, adverse 
continues to hold down 

Town was soaked with three 
rain midweek with colder 
and snow over the week- 

Despite this, biz is. somewhat 

better because of a trio of new- 

comers. “My Favorite Brunette” at, 
the Newman appears probable leader 
and looks in for a strong week de- 
spite small capacity. “Dead Reckon- 
ing, " heading bill at Midland. and 

“Boomerang,” in three Fox-Midwest 
houses, also look satisfactory, but net 
likely holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire - Uptown - Fairway 
| Midwest) (820, 2,043, 700: 

“Boomerang” (20th). Likely 
|okay $17,000 in 8 days. Last 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep), 
$15.000 despite rain and snow. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550: 65)—* Brief 
Encounter” (U) (3d wk). Fancy $4,<« 
500. Last week, about same. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) and “Susie 
Steps Out” (UA). Bogart name hold- 
| ing this one up to $14,000, not so bad 
in face of severe weather. Last week, 

“Beginning or End” (M-G) and 

“Blind Spot” (Col), $13,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 45-65) 
—‘“Favorite Brunette” (Par). Heav- 
ily plugged by radio and contests and 
likely will get strong $17,000. Last 
week, “Nora Prentiss” (WB) (2d wk), 
mild $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900: 45-65)— 
“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) and “Danger 
ous Money” (Mono) (2d wk). O 
to $9,000, but okay. Last week, trim 
$15,000, 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2.100; 45-65) ° 
—‘“Secret of Whistler’ (Col) and 
‘Boston Blackie and Law” (Col) with 
stageshow. So-so $8,000. Last week 
“Home Sweet Homicide” (20th) and 
“Magnificent Rogue” (Rep) with 
vaude, ditto. 


‘Woman’ $14,000, Mont’l 


Montreal, March 18. 

City is mostly holdover currently. 
“Strange Woman” looks best new 
entry at the Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 35-63)— 
“Strange Woman” (UA). Nice $14,- 
000. Last week, “Love Laughs Andy 


45-80)— 

preem, 
week, 
down \ 


For third 
weather 
grosses. 
days of 
weather 
end, 





(Fox 
45-65 )— 
will do 
week, 
neat 








Hardy” (M-G), so-so $11,300. 

Imperial (CT) (1,850; 30-50)—"I 
Met a Murderer” (Indie) and 
‘School for Husbands” (Indie). Fair 


$4,000. Last week, “Singin’ in Corn’ 
(Col) and “Blind Spot” (Col), $4,700. 


Loew's (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—"Jol- 
son Story” (Col) (5th wk). Trim 
$14,500. L ast week, solid $14,500. 


Palace (CT> (2, 300: 35-63 )—"‘Time, 
” (WB) (2d wk). Neat $13.500. 


(CT) (2,300; 35-63)— 
‘Swell Guy” (U) and “Wild Be auty"e 
(VU). Average $7,700 or near. Last 
week, “Gallant Bess” (M-G) and 
“Tracy Vs. Cueball” (RKO), $8,000. 





Charlotte Quarters Get Facelift 

Charlotte, N. C., March 18. 
Quarters in Hotel Charlotte for 
the Variety club here will be done 
| over, according to Cy Dillon. chief 
| barker of club. Remodeling wil! be- 
;gin within the next days. 
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LOOK AT THE SENSATIONAL 
PRE-RELEASE RECORD TO DATE! 
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NEW YORK, Astor........ ; 18th WEEK © 
CHICAGO, Woods...... . . 14th WEEK 
° BOSTON, Esquire. tetany . 14th WEEK 
LOS ANGELES, Beverly. .... . 13th WEEK : 
Palace ..... , . Oth WEEK } 
Guild...... . 2nd WEEK § 
é‘ MIAMI, Colony.......... : . 10th WEEK = 
JACKSONVILLE, St. John. sa ; . Ord WEEK © 
ST. PETERSBURG, Playhouse. . 2nd WEEK © 
TAMPA, State... ccesess : . 2nd WEEK. > 
Palma Ceia...... ; . 2nd WEEK 
CINCINNATI, Capitol... ... . 2nd WERK | 
DENVER, Aladdin......... . 2nd WEEK | 
WASHINGTON, Keith’s.... . 2nd WEEK 
MINNEAPOLIS, Pan....... ; . 2nd WEEK 
¢ SAN DIEGO, Mission...... . 2nd WEEK | 
; Adams . ne ; . 2nd WEEK - 
SAN FRANCISCO, United Nations. . Ist WEEK 
FORT MYERS, Lee. oe , .  Ust WEEN 
COLORADO SPRINGS, ‘Trail. . ; . Ist WEE 
PROVIDENCE, Albee....... , . Ist WEEN 
LONG BEACH, Santa Fe.... . Ist WEEK 
VOW 6 o.56 6 ; ‘ Ist WEEK 
Cabart..... ce WEb.. 
. PALM SPRINGS, Plaza. .... . st WEEK 
El Paseo. . . . Ist WEEK 








SAMUEL GOLDWYN 


presents 


The BEST Years of ( 


TARRING 


MYRNA LOY - FREDRIC MARCH ~-DANA ANDREWS - TERESA WRIGHT - ViRui 
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Buffalo, N. Y., 20th Century.... 
St. Louis, Mo., St. Louis...... 


Baltimore, Md., Town.............. Pee ee 
Portland, Ore., Music Box................ al 
Richmond, Voa., Capitol...................0... 
Seattle, Wash., Music Hall.................... 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Rialto................ 
Boise, Ida., Rialto............0.....c0..ccc eee. 
Prov, Utah, Academy........................ 
long Beach, Cal., State (M.O.)............ 
New Orleans, La., Liberty.................... 
Orpheun ................ 
Bakersfield, Cal., Nile...........0.......... P 
Phoenix, Ariz., Viste.....ccccccccccccccseceseees 
Stockton, Call, State. ......ccccccccccsec.s.cosee 
Louisville, Ky., Strand..................0..00008 
Rochester, N. Y., Temple...............,.... 
Santa Ana, Cal., West Coast........ shad 
Sacramento, Cal., Capitol.................. 
Vallejo, Cal., Senator..................:ccce 
By PB cccearcscesnssccenscirensts 
Cleveland, Ohio, Lower Mall................ 
University................. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Emoire.............0.....- 
Detroit, Mich., Downtown................... 


Riverside, Cal., Lido... ees 
las Vegas, Nev., Huntridge.............. . 4/4 
Montreal, Que., Kenl..................cc:cceees 
Es Dig CII cicvcscrcccnciscccorccendeces . 445 
Milwaukee, Wisc., Riverside........ ... 

Ft. Collins, Colo., State..............cceees 
Las Vegas, N. M., Coronado................ 
Pocatello, ida., Capitol.................0 
Kansas City, Mo., Power..............00 
Bridgeport, Conn., Klein Memorial 
PAmeOM, GSE.g BID..00.00000rcrrecesseocecerescesone 
Birmingham, Ala., Birmingham 
Charlotte, N. C., Visulite............000.c006 
Bes OG, Gi, GIB. icccccscsccensessnese 
Durham, WN. C., Uptown... 


RAY - HOAGY CARMICHAE 





Greensboro, N. C., State.. 
Greenville, S. C., Paris 

San Bernardine, Cal., Studie 
El Centro, Cal., Valley. 
Redwood City, Cal., Redwood. 
San Jose, Cal., Padre 
Burlingame, Cal 
Palo Alto, Cal., Varsity 
Salinas, Cel., Alisal 
Watsonville, Cal., State 
Richmond, Cal., Grand 
Berkeley, Cal., os 
San Mateo, Cai., Baywood........ ........... 
Alliance, Neb., Rialto.. ........... . Shock 
Pomona, Cal., Sunkist..................000...00 
Pueblo, Colo., Main 
Spokane, Wash., State 
Portland, Me., Empire 
New Bedford, Mass., New Bedferd.... 
Bellingham, Wash., 
Boulder, Colo., Varsity................c0..c000 
Cheyenne, Wyo., Paramount 
Ogden, Utah, Ogden.............. +... F 
Springfield, Mass., Broadway 
Worcester, Mass., Plymouth................ 
Grand Junction, Colo., Avalon 
Altoona, Pa., Olympic 
Laramie, Wyo., Varsity 
Sheridan, Wyo., Orpheum 
Moberly, Mo., 4th Si 
Coffeyville, Kan.p Ismo..............cc sees 
Longmont, Colo., Longmont 
Sterling, Colo., American...................... 
Excelsior Spgs., Mo., Siloam 
Sedalia, Mo., Liberty 
Topeka, Kan., Orpheum 
Memphis, Tenn., Strand 
Hamilton, Ont., Capitol 
Savannah, Ga., Weis 
Hutchinson, Kan., Strand................... 
Dodge City, Kan., Crown 
Calgary, Alta., Grand 
Fresno, Cal., Tower 
Edmonten, Alta., Rialto 


Perrrerrirt itt erererr rT 


Oreste eee terete nseesseeeee 


See Oe eee sete eeteeeereeenese 


RO ee eee e eae eneetereeene 


eee eeeeesceeeeseeeeees 


See ee ee ee ee eeneereetesee 


Ceara eee t ewe reereeeseee 


Peer rrr e erie ier re) 


PPeTeeer reer tities) 


---AND SOON THE STORY WILL BE THE SAME, AS IT OPENS IN: 


San Pedro, Cal., Strand............ 
Greeley, Colo., Sterling...................... 3/20 


Vancouver, 8. €., Vogue............00000..... 4/16 
Hastings................. 4/16 

Winnipeg, Man., Garrick................... 4/16 
Oklahoma City, Okla., Plaza.............4/16 
Criterion .. ...4/16 

Everett, Wash., Balboa........................ 4/16 
Aberdeen, Wash., D & Roo... 4/16 
Cannon City, Colo., Rex... 4/17 
Muscatine, lowa, Palace...................... 4/17 
Albany, N. Y., Grand... oo 4/\8 
Norfolk, Va., Granby.....0..........ccccccceees 4/18 
Wenatchee, Wash., Vitaphone............ 4/18 
Hot Springs, N. M., El Rio.........00......... 4/19 
Calexico, Cal., Capitol..............0.000. 4/20 
Butte, Monl., Montana....................... 4/20 
Saline, Kan., Bi Rey..........0.. .- ....cecses 4/20 
Saskatoon, Sask., Victory................... 4..21 
Billings, Mont., Empire... 4/23 
Gt. Falls, Mont., Rainbew.................... 4/23 
Helena, Mont., Antlers...................005 4/23 
, Missoula, Mont., Roxy............ 0.0 4/23 
Duluth, Minn., Granada...................... 4/24 
Springfield, Mo., Kickapoo.................. 4/24 
Wichita, Kan., Sandra.................00.0. 4/24 
Pittsburg, Kan., Cozy.................... cecveee4/24 
La Junta, Colo., Scout.........c.ccccccceccees 4/25 
McCook, Neb., Temple........................ 4/25 
a ae 4/26 
Milwaukee, Wisc., Alhambra (M.O.)....4/26 
Newton, Kan., Chief ..........cccccccccceceeseee 4/27 
Winfield, Kan., Zimm...............:ccccccc0e 4/27 
Ottawa, Ont., Avalom.........c..ccccccccecseeees 4/28 
Victoria, B. C., Ook Bey.....7.............. 4/28 
Dayton, Ohie, Colonial...................+ 4/30 
Pittsfield, Mass., Colonicl.................... 4/30 
Lewiston, Mont., Broadwoy................ 5/1 
Schenectady, N. Y., Brie... 5/2 
Omak, Wash., Omak............000ccccceees 5/2 
Chelan, Wash., Ruby.................0ccccseees 5/2 
Belleville, Ont., McCarthy.................. 5/9 
No. Bay., Ont., Melrose..............c008 5/9 
New Haven, Cenn., Shubert................ 5/11 


London, Ont., Bimwoed........................5/12 


FLASH! 31 INTERSTATE PLAYDATES JUST BOOKED FOR EARLY APRIL! 


WILLA LE 


ROBERT €. SHERWO 


' 


MackINLAY KANTOR 


REGC. TOLAND 


ugh RKO RADIO PICTURES, INL 
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Austrian Music Chief Jailed As 


Nazi Informer, Collaborationist 


A dispatch from Vienna _ to 
Vaniety states that Bernhard Herz- 
mansky, music publisher, head of 
the old Austrian house of Ludwig 
Doblinger, has been jailed because 
he denounced a former employee to 
the Gestapo for having told an anti- 
Nazi joke. Herzmansky, who _ in- 





Tighter Bank Credits 
__ Halt French Pix Prod, 


} 
Paris, March 11. 
| Current tightening of banks on all 


RKO Sets New Managers 
For Spain, Finland 


Two new foreign managers were 
named last week by Phil Reisman, 
RKO veepee in charge ef foreign 
distribution. He placed Rene Beja 
in charge of Spain and made Kurt 
Nylund company manager in Fin- 
land. Beja formerly was company 
manager in Portugal and Brazil, 
and will headquarters in Barcelona. 
| Nylund, who’ will make head- 
| quarters in Oslo, formerly handled 
| RKO pictures 
own company. 





He’s been in the 


herited the Doblinger Music Pub. credits has the film producers up a | film business since 1916. 


Co. from his father, is president of 


AKM. tthe Austrian Performing 
Rights Society, affiliated with 
ASCAP. 

Back of the news of the arrest is 
one of those curious stories about 
pre- and post-Hitlerism which em- 
broils many a nember of the 
middle-European lively arts At 
first Herzmansky was _  anti-Hitler 
and pro-Schuschnigg—in fact, for a 
time, he was monarchist, believing 
that to be the salvation—but after 
eight months in the notorious 


Dachau concentration camp in 1938, 
as a Nazi political prisoner, the mu- 
sic publisher came out more than a 
willing collaborationist. « Herzman- 
sky was not Jewish but unlike 
others who got the Hitlerian con- 
centration camp treatment he didn't 


have to go overboard, as was re- | 


ported, including the fact:that, after 
the Liberation, he 


“Horst Wessel” song. This news| 
came to Viennese in America via 
the Russian-controlled Vienna news- 
papers. 


It's believed that the Russians 
were instrumental in curbing Herz- 
mansky’s trip to the International 
Congress of Performing Rights So- 


published the | 


‘tree. Protesting taxation, the pro- 
ducers have officially voted to stop 
‘producing until further orders, ex- 
icept on previous contracts, which 
will be filled. Nevertheless, they are 
all prepping material against the 
time when they resume business. 

But the general situation, which 
first resulted in the government here 
cracking down on bank credits, has 
created a general depletion of avail- 
Producers still find 
backers for only a fraction of what 
they want to produce 


Franco Pix Ban 


able money. 





Irks Argentine 


Buenes Aires, March 10. 
There is much indignation 


i\Film’s “La Casta Susana” (“The 
,Chaste Susan’), adapted from Jean 


'Gilbert’s operetta, with Mirtha Le~| hitting 


| grand and Juan Carlos Thorry. The 


picture was objected to by the Span- | ipore 


here | 
j}over the banning in Spain of Pampa ‘ 


cieties, in Washington last fall, since | jsh Secretariat of Popular Education, | 
visas must be okayed by all four | after the distributors had paid ‘110,-| 


occupation authorities—U. S., Brit- 


| 000 pesetas for importation dues, 
ish, French and USSR. 


2 | 38,000 in customs duties, 25,000 for 
When Leo Ritter, general man-/ qubbings tax and 25,000 in royalties 
ager of STAGMA, the German au- | (for total of $15,000), 


thors and cpmposers society, came | hic is looked on as rank ingrati- 


te Vienna and Herzmansky signed | tude on Gen. Franéo’s part, in view | 


over all official documents to the | or president Peran’s defiance of the 
German, that same day he was [United Nations an refusal to accept 
taken to Dachau. Austrian song- | the resolution against Franco. Wher 
smiths have held their opinions in | the jocal industry heads interviewed 
reserve about Herzmansky, on the | peron some weeks ago, to ask for 
laconic premise that it’s “very diffi- | protection of the local industry, they 
cult not to agree with the Nazis | especially brought up the question of 














after eight months in Dachau,” but Spanish treatment of Argentine pic- 
pia il Se ge er Fed ov news’ by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
yy ce ne Pence e or imtorming \rhe recent Argentine commercial 
ey mi agai ~ ag nye ga" treaty with Spain included a clause 
prexion On Pngs.  ibler was “ast | suaranteeing equitable-treatment for, 
lam. from the allied occupation au- lie 
thorities. 
The Doblinger firm was a small . 
house when Herzmansky, Sr., took Major H.W. Auten Made 
famous establishment, owning the} UA European Assistant 
basic copyrights to Franz Lehar’s| ; rns 
“Merry Widow,” many of the Oscar | *Major Harold William Auten, 
Straus classics, including ‘“Waltz| British Army officer, has been 
In faet only recently Straus, now in | Manager for United Artists by Wal- 
America, received a congratulatory ter Gould, company’s foreign man- 
wire from Herzmansky on the 40th | 4ger. ; 
anniversary of “Waltz Dream.” | Auten will work in cooperation 
manager for Europe and the Near 
East. He is the son of Capt. Harold 
‘Auten, personal rep of J. Arthur 
BY AUSTRIAN UNIO Rank in the U. S.. As captain in 
_ Vienna, March 4. | of shipping all supplies to Britain 
All that Marika Roekk, film and during the war. 
stage player, needs now is approval | 
ment handed down by the Honorary Do le UJ ed b 20th 
Court of the Artists Union, presided | y pp y 
by Felix Friedlaender, and she may | 
appear again on the screen. The film 
meeting that Miss Roekk is okay. 
Miss Roekk never belonged to the | 
party and never played in Nazi ten- 
dency films, it’ was shown at the 
port, proving that she had only 
been five days in Portugal in 1943, 
and thus contradicting some of the 
charges in the book “Spies and Trai- 


Jatter “reports about the “Horst | tures and they were promised action 
heard in Leipzig, presumably on the Argentine pix in Franco’s purlicus. 
it over and built it up into a world- | 
Dream” and “Chocolate Soldier.”|/named assistant European division 
with William .M. Levy, division 
MARIA ROEKK OK’D 
British Navy, he headed the work 
of the Allied authorities to the judg- 
section of the union decided at a long 
meeting. She showed her old pass- 
tors of World War II.” There is 


now a libel suit before@he courts | 


over this. Miss Roekk was accepted 
as a member of the union, 

Kurt Singer's “Spies” devoted a 
chapter to describing her as the Mata 
Hari of the late unpleasantness, and 
Miss Roekk filed libel suit against 
him here, 


French Ask Dubbed ‘Curie’ 


Paris, March 11. 
Board that passes on product when 
pictures are shown at the Opera, 
which is infrequently, voted in favor 
of the dubbed version of “Mme. 
Curie,” Metro production not re- 
leased in France previously because 





Three changes in the foreign setup 
were announced last week by 20th- 


Fox. Arthur G. Doyle, former man- | 
| aging director of India, becomes dis- 


trict manager for India, China, 


Silver Market 
Dip Blamed For 





Mex Pix Slump 


Mexico City, March 11. 

Film biz here is not cheerful over 
present conditions. This is the 
poorest Lent season, traditionally 
bad here because Mexico is intensely 
religious, experienced in several 
years. 

Picture executives are waiting 
until after Easter to decide whether 
{the current trade slump is merely 
|religiousness or a reflection of the 
| general business letup all oyer. 


are’ blamed for slowing up biz. 
|  Deeline in 
Mexico, world’s 
white nietal producer, so badly that 
is to be ah emergency session 
of congress to okay the government's 
;plan to resume minting silver one- 
|peso and five-peso coins. It’s hoped 
ithat this will provide the badly 
| needed outlet for silver, which is a 
|lifeline for mining, Mexico's basic 
) indusiry. 





} 
| 


|Am. Theatre in Mexico 


| Resumes After 1 Week 


Mexico City, March 18. 
Though the American 


| 


omitted scheduled shows the week | 


starting today (Tues.), which would 
have been the seventh of its 11-week 
iseason of plays in English at Teatro 
Iris here, Melvin Parks, who along 
| with Sam Pearce and Martin S. Hol- 
man, produces, assured Vartery that 
this was entirely for reorganization 
purposes. He said definitely that the 
| enterprise, first of its kind in Mexico, 
/has not flopped, and that presenta- 
}tions will resume on Narch 25 with 


| Pearl Pincus in “Dark Rhythm,” | 


first musical the theatre has offered. 
“Dark” will hold until March 30. 
Understood that the case of Mar- 
go’s laryngitis, forcing cancellation 
of a performance of “Angel Street” 
(Feb. 25-March 2), is reported as 
nearly killing the venture, However, 
some comeback was made the next 
week (4-9) with Melvyn Douglas in 
“Our Town,: some performances 
grossing better than some of the 
brilliant opener, “Pygmalion” (Feb. 
4-9); though there had been a price 


black. 





in Finland via his | 


One vital factor is the silver price | 
iat present. Frozen bank credits also ; 


the silver market is | 
greatest | 


Theatre | 


Rank-U-Schlesinger Finally Conclude. 
“South African Exhib-Distrib Deal 


——_, 





Now. New French Board 
Muddles in Raw Stock 


Paris, March 11. 

| Some American distribs are now 
‘worried dver the action of the Na- 
| tional Etonomy Ministry in interfer- 
ing with the import of raw stock. 
20th-Fox got the approvai of the 
Cinema administration and blessing 
}of the Exchange Control office, since 
|not to be paid for in dollar export, 
'and then ordered 1,000,000 feet of 
American raw stock. Most of its 
was positive stock. 





First consignment of 500,000 feet 
arrived, and then the Economy 
stepped in and held it up. Negotia- 
tions are being backed by the U. S. 


so far without result. 


Oddly enough, Belgian raw stock 
(Gevaert) ordered by Universal has 
‘not been subjected to such interfer- 
ence. 


‘Lover, New Brit. 
Farce, Scores Hit 


London, March 18. 

“The Anonymous Lover,” which 
opened at the York’s theatre, March 
13, is an amusing raucous farce that 
is suited for this theatre. Its low 
overhead should give it a lengthy 
| run. The International 
which went into the Adelphi for a 
six weeks season on March 12, was 
splendidly received and looks like a 
holdover. 

“Peace Comes to Peckham,” opened 
yesterday (17) at the Prince. It was 
well received at its original pres- 
entation at the Embassy, but the 
' subject is now untopical with the 














| theatre too vast for this type of 
| play. It's an unlikely bet. 





‘Que. Premier’s Curious 
Move to Ban Outdoor 


Pix on Morals Grounds 


Montreal, March 18. 
Premier Maurice Duplessis of 
}Quebec pulled a Ripley Thursday 
jnight 13) that tops anything he’s 
done yet in the flicker censorship 
field in this province. Legislative 
Assembly, controlled by Duplessis’ 
National Union party, gave unani- 
mous approval to a measure banning 


em 


grounds that they are a contributing 
factor to immorality. Bill was spon- 
'sored by the: Premier himself. 


Duplessis said the measure had 





zations, and added that it gave him 


Embassy to make it available, but | 


Ballet, | 


open air film performances on the’ 


* Long-percolating deal among J, 


Arthur Rank, Universal and the 
Schlesinger South African theatre 
interests which gives right of way tg 


both U-I and Rank product below 
the equator is reported to have hit 
20th-Fox hard. That company, it’s 
understood, was battling for the 
same deal that U-I and Rank won, 
Twentieth-Fox previously had dom. 
inated South Africa because it had 
a tieup with Schlesinger which the 
Britisher and his Yank partner have 
displaced. 

Rank and U-i, by buying into 
Schlesinger’s theatre and distribu. 
tion interests, will now have rtual 
control and preferertial playing time 
n Africa. Rank’s continued expan. 
sion into all parts of the world ex. 
cept the U._S., exemplified by the 
latest move, has Yank companies 
other than U considerably worried, 
He can now use sterling for pur- 
| chases in British imperial areas and 
is able to match dollar for dollar 
with Americans elsewhere because 
of his own personal wealth and al- 
most unlimited credit. 


Three-cornered alliance will be 
completely clinched: at a projected 
meeting in New York in May in 
which Nate Blumberg, U's prexy; 
Rank and Robert Benjamin, head of 
Rank’'s U. S. organization; and L. W. 
Schlesinger will participate. Paet 
provides for exhibition of U-I and 
Rank films in the over 400 theatres 
controlled or serviced by the Schles- 
inger group in South Africa. 

Both Rank and U acquire an in- 
terest in African Consolidated The- 
| atres, Ltd., and African Consolidated 
| Films, Ltd., the distribution branch, 
with control remaining in the 
| Schlesinger group. Latter group as 
a result of the deal plan to acquire 
}interests in ‘both Britain and the 
| U. S, to widen the scope of their 
operations. 
| Schlesingers have plans for future 
| development of film production in 
| South Africa and are blucprinting 
} 








erection of large studios at Park- 
| more and Johannesburg and it's con- 
| templated that U and Rank may be- 
,;come interested in that phase of 
| South African activities. 

Large theatre building operations 
; are. also marking time in_ the 
| Dominion owning to restrictions still 
in force. Suitable sites have already 
| been acquired and as soon as limi- 
| tations are lifted, which is expected 
; within the next five years, Schles- 
| ingers will proceed with their ex- 
pansion plans. 





‘Sam King to Give 
Hollywood Once-Over 


London, March 11. 
Sam King (Shipman &) sails for 
America on May 2. Shipman & 
King are the biggest indie picture 
theatre owners in England, their 
| circuit of over 35 theatres reputedly 
| being worth about $10,000,000. J. 





slash. This pulled biz back into the | been requested by numerous organi- ‘Arthur Rank is reportedly anxious 


to acquire an interest in these 


Just as good trade was done with | pleasure .to sponsor a bill which! houses, but the owners are not in- 


Roddy MacDowell in “Young Wood- | “protects the morals of the popula- terested in selling. 


ley” in the week ending March 16. 
It definitely clicked and there was 
lexcellent support. The lost week 
| will be made up with a show later. 








tion.” 
| Reason for the action is probably 


King, who has many interests in 
‘film production having financed 


| the fact that there's no way of pro- | Sydney Box in his early days, ex- 
hibiting minors from attending open-| pects to be away for five weeks. 
\air Showings, whereas Quebec law | Most of his time will be spent in 
keeps all those under 16 from get- | Hollywood looking over production. 


Current London Shows 


London, March 18. 
“Anonymous Lever,’ York's. 
“Between Ourselves,” Playhouse. 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick. 


Whiter moves over from managing 
Cuba to succeed Doyle. 
| Andrew Jaegar was made manager 


‘of Puerto Rico. 
ene Pave! na os cc Nt gumae 

° ° rbuck,’ ° 
‘Music Week in Stockholm} «pancing Years,” Casino. 
Stockholm, March 11. “Eagle Two Heads,” Haymarket. 
Annual musical week was cele- “Fifty-Fifty,” Strand 
‘brated here iast week, with the “Fools Rush In,” Fortune, 
| greatest event being 20th anni of| “Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 
‘Swedish Composers of Popular Music “Jane,” Aldwych. 
(SKAP) held last night. Most popu- “Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 
lar orchestras here appeared as well “Man From Ministry,” Comedy. 
as outstanding male balladists. An- “Ne Room at Inn,” Winter Garden. 
| other big event was the jam session “Now Barabbas,” Vaudeville. 
)at the Eriksdalshallen last Satur-| “pacifie 1860,” Drury Lane. 
}day (8) when five Swedish orches- | “Peace to Peckham,” Princes. 


| tras played. “Perchance te Dream,” Hipp. 
music 


| Included among classical “Piceadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
|; Was the great State Choir of the “Romany Love,” Majestys. 
viets, now continuing its success-| «gpe Wanted Cream” Apollo. 
ful tour of Sweden, “Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. 
_ IN PARIS “Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 
Col. Frank MacCarthy, Laudy 


wer and Indo China. Herbert | 











“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. 


of the war. |Lawrence, Richard Antschuler, Fritz 

Board looked at both the French Strengholt. Marlene Dietrich, Rudy 
titled and dubbed versions, and|Sieber, Max Colbet, Robert Lantz, 
atated they wanted the French; Samuel Lee, Betty Stern, Jack van 
synced version. ‘Allen, Paul Graetz, Samuel Victor. 


“The Gleam,” Globe. 

“Truant in Parklane,” St. James. 
“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. 
“White Devil,” Dutchess. 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric. 














ting into moving picture houses. He will be accompanied by his 

Under-16 ban was invoked many 
years ago after the Laurier Palace 
theatre fire where over 100 children 
were burned to death. With most 
of the flickeries being made fireproof 
in the intervening years, there have 
been strong campaigns to have law 
changed to allow the kids to enter, 
,at least when accompanied by adults. 
|These attempts have been fruitless, 
, however, and it’s a wk. fact that 
;morals issue is not the real reason 
behind the ban. 


Showings of feature pics are still 
permitted by private organizations 
and schools. Bill also provides for 
exceptions on the outdoor ban in 
religious, education and patriotic in- 
stances at the discretion of the At- 
torney-General. Duplessis alse holds 
A. G. portfolio. 

Other w.k instances of the Quebec 
Censor bans are “The Life of Emile 
Zola” (Zola is on the “forbidden” 
list of the Catholic Church), the 
March of Time flicker on the Vatican, 
and recent red light to French pic 
“Les Enfants du Paradis,” which 
caused the French ambassador to 
charge that the ban was in effect an 
“act of discourtesy.” 


wife. 


Lawrence Much Better 


2 Paris, March 18. 
Laudy Lawrence, who fell criti- 
eally ill after arriving in France 10 
days ago, is recovering fast. 
He made his trip over for an 0.0. 
of distribution outlets. 








Harris to London for N.S.S. 


London, March !!}. 

James Major Ell, who came over 
here from U. S. for National Screen 
Service, leaves for Hollywood early 
next month to get married. His 
place here will be taken by Lou 
Harris, who also comes from Holly- 
wood. He, too, will specialize o” 
trailers. 





Mast Turn in All Nazi Reels 
Vienna, March 4. 
Government orders have been )** 
sued for all owners of German «0c- 
umentary and newsreel films ‘ 
surrender them within a time limit 
| to proper authorities. 
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We've got | 
them both! 


TERESA WRIGHT 
Star of the: 1945 | comb phe AQ AG ccc 


Aeademy Award Picture ~ Academy Award Picture 
“THE LOST WEEKEND” _— “THE BEST YEARS OF OUR LIVES” 


— 





mperfed Lady. 


Sir Cedric Hardwicke Virginia Field - Reginald Owen -Anthony Quinn: Melville Cooper 
Produced by Karl Tunberg * Directed by Lewis Allen 
Screen Piay by Karl Tunberg 
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Pushing-Around Given N. Y. Exhibs 
In Tax Fight Arouses Theatre Men 


To Need for More Aggressive Org 


Stung by their own lack of stand- ¢ 


| 20th Pacts 49 Penmen 


ing with politicos demonstrated dur- 
ing the fight against New York’s new 
admission tax bill, and alarmed over 


the havoc that its example may set 


hroughout the country, exhibs are 
~~ | contract 


finally setting themselves for an a¢- 
gressive campaign to head off the 
; | . 
fast-t 


f tate and ioCcal 
’ 
raids 


wave 
lat 


how 


noving 0 
In tt campaign which ex- 
h ked as a 


Oo toppers nave nal 


theatremen will asked t 
ihink and act politically while exhib 


m be U 


LP | 


1its and big circuits will move co- 
operatively to turn out film shorts 
hitting at the new taxes; Duy radio 


time to voice their views; and engage 
in large-scale advertising and pub- 
licity. 

One of the ideas currently being 
pushed which will probably be 
adopted is to have the industry pro- 
duce a number of shorts which can 
be played broadside through the 
U. S. One or two briefies would at- 
tack theatre taxes generally 


depredation against the poorman’s 
pocketbook. These would be avail- 
able for all situations and emer- 
gencies. 


At the same time, thought is to 
turn out a number of shorts which 
could apply to particular purposes 
of the added nicks. With this in 
mind, exhib leaders are suggesting 
one to cover taxes aimed at paying 
soldiers’ bonuses; another for added 
school teachers’ pay; and still an- 
other when the tax is for general 
purposes. Shorts would be kept in 
some sort of industry armory and 
rushed to danger spots as part of a 
battle which- would spread to the 
radio and newspapers. 

Their own inability to throw any- 
thing but powderpuff punches in the 
direction of the New York tax has 
exhib toppers particularly aroused. 
One theatre unit exec who played 


an active part in the recent show- | 


down put it this way: 

“We took a bad licking because 
of lack of organization and we'll 
continue to be smacked down as 
long as we're weak. We weren't 
even able to get a hearing on the 
tax. Can you imagine a bill affect- 
ing radio being put through without 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters 
being heard, or one relating to 
newspapers without the American 
Newspaper Publishers Assn. de- 
manding and having a say? Not on 
your life! These politicos know 
we're unorganized and they'll treat 
us as though we were sideshow op- 
erators until we show our strength. 

“When we pointed out that there 
was already existing a 20% Federal 
tax, one Albany leader expressed 
the opinion that the Federal gov- 
ernment had no right to be levying 
that sort of a tax and that it should 
be-a purely local matter. Another 
admitted he was in favor of a tax 
directed solely agains{ theatres.” 


Bob Weitman Nominated 
To Head Cinema Lodge 


Robert M. Weitman, managing 
director of the Paramount theatre 
(N.Y.), has been nominated for pres- 
ident of the B'nai Brith, Cinema 
Lodge, to succeed Jack H. Levin, 
veepee and general manager of Con- 
fidential Reports, incumbent. Lodge's 
election of offices will be held at the 
Hotel Astor, N. Y., Tuesday (25). 

Nominated for veepees are Julius 
Collins of ASCAP; S. M. Chartock, 
theatrical producer: S. Arthur 
Glixon, attorney; Bernard Goodman 
of Warner Bros.; Leo Jaffe, Colum- 
bia; Marvin Kirsch, Radio Daily; 
Martin Levine, Brandt Theatres; 
Milton Livingston, Universal; Nat K. 
Loder, Republic, and Louis A. 
Novins, Paramount. 





Renominated for treasurer is Max | 


B. Blackman of Warners; nominated 
for secretary is Malvin T. Davidson, 
attorney; Dr. Morris K. Silberman, 
for sergeant-at-arms: and Rabbi 
Ralph Silverstein, for first chaplain; 
Rabbi Bernard Birstein of Actors’ 
Temple for second chaplain. 

Lodge will honor Gene _ Buck. 
former ASCAP prexy, during the 
March 25 meet in a salute to the 
musical world. Scroll lauding Buck 
for his outstanding Americanism and 
unselfish devotion to songwriters 


will be presented by Oscar Hammer- | 


stein II. Another feature on the 


agenda will be induction of a large | 


grovp of new members by Para- 
mount prexy Barney Balaban in- 
cluding his son, Burt. 


ee eee 
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Hollywood, March 18. 
Addition of John Klempner to the 
writing staff at 20th-Fox 
makes a total of 49 on the regular 


scripting payroll, the highest ! 

more than a year, and an indication 

| that the studio is building up its 
writing mill 

At this time last year the studio | 


had only 36 scriveners under term 
contract 


Minn. Amus. Taxes 


Indicate Peak B.0. 


Minneapolis, March 18. 
Instead of going to the dogs, as 
had been predicted, show biz in 
| Minnesota still is in uptrend, if Fed- 
leral admission tax collections are 
lany criterion. Those for February 
;mounted to a new high for the 


1 $139,000 over that of °46. 


| According to figures made public } 
by the Internal Revenue Collector, | 


more than 80% of collections come 
from theatre ticket taxes. However, 
| cabaret taxes dropped from $83,000 
lfor February, 1946 to $69,000 last 
month, revealing a nitery'~ trade 
slump. : 

The Collector says individual and 
corporation earnings, judging by re- 
turns, are holding to a high level. 
He regards this as encouraging and 
gives no kint of the predicted reces- 


{oon let alone depression. 


'B’klyn Senator Says 








| Theatre Biz Has Its 
Own Laxity to Blame 


Albany, March 18. 

Senator Fred Moritt; Brooklyn, 
told Vartrery Monday (17): “The 
theatre business received a raw deal 
in this session of the Legislature. 
But it has itself to blame. Failure 
to have representatives here was 
both careless and stupid. It does not 
pay attention to bills or give sup- 
port to legislators trying to help it. 

“I did not receive a single com- 
munication from any one of the 
theatres on my bill providing that a 
licensing authority cannot close a 
show pending a prompt jury trial in 
Supreme court. I don’t think it wise 
and realistic to try amending the 
penal law. Mine proposed amend- 
ment to the Civil Practice Act. Why 
should legislators be interested in 
aiding theatres, when they do noth- 
ing to back it up?” 

. Morritt stated he would have 
voted against: Condon-Wilson film 
advertising censorship bill, if Demo- 
crats balloted that day. They re- 
frained because marchers were 
“barred” from the Capitol, which 
Democrats claimed is illegal. Moritt 
thought film interests could 
lenge the constitutionality of 


Dewey sign it. 

He declared himself opposed to 
levying a 5% tax on “working class 
moviegoers patronizing neighbor- 
hood theatres,’ but did not care 
what happened to “high priced 
shows.” He's the only Senator vot- 
ing “no” to the McGowan bill ex- 
tending the law to obscene litera- 
ture. 





chal- | 
the | 
passage of the bill, should Governor . 
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Liberty Films 


Continued from page 3 =—— 
ideal, inasmuch as the company 
balked at putting up the required 
end money on a $2,500,000 pic which 
| Stevens wanted to make as a Liberty 
| production. 

Metro may put up end money for 
| 














“Union,” but if so, contract will be 
clearly worded to make it a straight 
j loan. Negative would serve as se- 
| curity, although the bank putting up 
| first money would, of course, take 
| precedence in payoff. Metro would 
also subordinate its compensation 
for studio facilities and overhead. 
If the deal goes through, it will 
| be the first time Metro has released 
-an outside picture since “Gone With 
the Wind.” 


MacDougall Inte Saddle 


Hollywood, March 18. 


Warners upped Ranaid Mac- 
Dougall, young screen writer 
brought west by Jerry Wald from 
lradio, to producer” status, with 


'“Christopher Blake,” based on the 
Moss Hart play, as his first execu- 
tive chore. 


iat Burbank include 


| Pierce,’ “Possessed,” “The Unsus- 
i pected” and “The Hasty Heart. 


$3,200,000 Budget 





: For Classroom 


| 


Series of 16m Pix 


In the biggest splash into the edu- 
cational pix field to date, Louis de 
Rochemont, former March of Time 
| producer, and last under contract to 
| 20th-Fox, has jelled plans to make 
| 86 short subjects on geography in 


United World Films, 16m non-the- 
atrical wing of Universal-Interna- 
tional, which will also handle dis- 
etribution. 


| 200,000. Coin is being put up by 


Project consummates an idea that 
de Rochemont had originally for- 
mulated with Harley Clark in the 


the economic crash of 1929. Idea 
was revived five years ago by de 
Rochemont for postwar execution. 

Technical and educational con- 
| tent of the films will be supervised 
\'by Dr. Wallace W. Atwood, presi- 
| dent emeritus of Clark University 
|in Worcester, Mass., noted geologist 
|and geographer whose texts are 
| now being used in approximately 
| 34,000 school. systems in the U. S. 
| and Canada. Shorts will be slanted 
towards a one-world concept with 
six camera crews to cover main 
areas of the earth’s land surface. 

According to blueprints, each 
short subject will run between 14 
and 15 minutes and will be -both 
rented to schools and sold outright 
at $100 per reel. Producing outfit, 
which is scheduled to start actual 
work in April, figures that sale of 
only 500 prints of each reel will 
meet the nut, a figure that is ex- 
pected to be surpassed by purchases 
from the education film-hungry 
school systems. 

De Rochemont predicts: that the 
first set of reels will be available 
by September and estimates that 
around 35 will be completed by 
June, 1948. Pact, which is defi- 
nitely set, is slated for final inking 
within a few days between de 
Rochemont and Matty Fox, UWP 
ptez. Latter, who also intends a 


foray into the industrial film field, 
denies plans to link up with UWP 
beyond production of this series. 





‘Years’ B. 0. 


Continued from page 5 
and Beverly in L. A. was $11,000 for 
Saturday and same for: Sunday. 

In San Diego, where “Years” 
playing the Mission and Adams, 
figures from opening day were: 
| Tuesday, $2,700; Wednesday, $2,500; 
Thursday, $2,300; Friday, 
Saturday, $3,450, and Sunday, $3,400. 

Film opened Sunday (16) at the 
Lee theatre, Fort Myers, Fla., to 
$658. Last Goldwyn pic in the house, 
“Kid From Brooklyn,” likewise 
preemed on a Sunday, but to $303. 
| At the Pan theatre, Minneapolis, 
“Years” teed off with a $30,000 week 
| against “Kid's” $17,000. At Keith's, 
Washington, it’s hitting $40,000 for 
its initial Week vs. the Danny Kaye 
film's $25,000. 

Colony theatre, Miami Beach, had 
its biggest weekend gross in a 
|month. Pic, in its ninth week there, 
on Friday (14) did $1,116 as against 
$898 previous weck; Saturday, $1,- 
540 against $1,388 week before. and 
$2,551 Sunday in contrast to $1,719 
seven days earlier. 





“Best Years” is in a particularly | 


| good position to take financial ad- 
‘vantage of the prestige and public- 
ity that goes with the Oscars, since 
the awards came very early-in its 
career. Goldwyn sales organization 
has been playing it off very slowly, 
with the Acad date well in mind. 
| Producer is now set to go ahead 
with a hundred or more dates 
the next few weeks. 

Very frequently the awards come 
after a pic has been almost com- 
pletely played off, with distribs 
limited to reissuing it to take ad- 
j Vantage of the Oscar. 


MacDougall’s screenwriting credits | 
“Mildred | 


color with an overall budget of $3,- | 


| month of $513,000, an increase of late 1920’s under the old Fox Film | 


|Corp., but which was snafued by | 







| 


$3,000; | 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


In its second editorial within a few months on “Best Years of Our Lives” 
‘the N. Y. Times went all out in lauding the Academy of Motion Picture 
| Arts and Sciences for awarding Harold Russell an “Oscar” for the best 
| supporting actor of the year in the Goldwyn film. * Editorial, inspired py 

associate editor Dr. Howard Rusk, consultant to the Veterans Administra. 
| tion in its rehabilitation work, said: “Russell was a paratrooper who lost 
| both hand's in an accident in the line of duty. In the ‘Best Years,’ Riissey 
| rose to a superb opportunity. 

“He revealed, as none but a crippled veteran could have done. the 
spiritual agonies and possible triumphs of the mutilated. He illuminateg 
(Robert) Sherwood's poignant story with his own courage. He did more, 
| In the film and in personal appearances in service hospitals he put courage 


| into other afflicted men. Finally, he turned out to be a gifted actor. That 
; alone would have justified the awards.” 

| Marriage Monday (17) of Richard Boris Morros, son of producer Boris 
| Morros, was attended by most of the musicians and concert artist: ypear- 
, ing in “Carnegie Hall,” on which the elder Morris ‘recently ¢ompieted pro- 


duction with William LeBaron. New York Philharmonic Quartet pro 


vided 
incidental musie and Jan Peerce sang 


Among the dance tunes frequently 


| heard Via Emil Coleman’s band was “Beware My Heart,” theme song of 
“Carnegie Hall.” Execs of United Artists, which is distributing the film, 
were among the hundreds of guests at the noonday wedding in the Hote] 
Plaza, N. Y. 

Bride was Diane Joyce Berman, daughter of Mrs. Aaron Berman, of 


Hartford, Conn. Couple will honeymoon in Mexico before young Morros 
| returns to work with his father. 





Biggest burn anent London Daily Mail's National Film Award is being 
felt by R. J. Minney, producer of “The Wicked Lady,” which has grossed 
| over $2,000,000 in England, which is biggest chunk of dough of any British 

film. In two British Broadcasting Corp.’s broadcasts on popular British 
films, this one wasn’t even given a mention, despite fact that it ranks third 
in popularity. . 

Producer Minney has registered big squawk to the Daily Mail and BBC, 
particularly in view of fact that film stars two topnotchers in British film 
names, James Mason and Margaret Lockwood. Legal position as to whether 
producer of “Lady” could sue BBC if pic doesn’t win the award 
being explored. i 


how 





Gabrielle Roy, w:k. French-Canadian author of “The Tin Flute.” will 
have her novel produced in films by the William Dozier-Joan Fontaine 
Rampart Productions. 
| Montreal writer’s book has done a little traveling since she first sold it 
| to Universal-International for $75,000. Deal was straight purchase with 
| Miss Roy reserving no rights as far as the film version was concerned. 
Then Dozier bought it from U-I at a reported $100,000, for Miss Fontaine. 
| Literary Guild has picked “Flute” as book-of-the-month for May which 
| should insure a sale of at least 500,000 copies. Story of “Flute” concerns 
life in St. Henri, one of the poorer sections of Montreal. 


a 





Foreign film distributor J. H. Hoffberg last week was*quoted as saving 
| the Blumenthal circuit of North Carolina paid his firm $8 and some cents 
| on a percentage deal for a French film. Further check by Hoffberg dis- 


| closes the deal was actually made with North Carolina Theatres, Inc. 
| and not with Blumenthal. 





Filming of the Howard Hughes production, “Vendetta,” wound up with- 
out using one foot of film shot by Preston Sturges before he bowed out of 
the picture last year. Understood more than $1,000,000 was spent before 


Hughes took over the refilming of the picture in December. Total cost will 
run about $2,500,000. 


UA Prez 


Continued from page 3 
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15 MASS PICKETERS 
FINED $25 EACH IN L.A... 


Hollywood, March 18 
Fines of $25 each were meted out 
to 15 of 697 film pickets who yester- 
day (Mon.) went on trial before 
municipal Judge F. Ray Bennet in 





em tits 
| scalded. On the other hand, the 


owners are not interested in a man | 
from outside the industry. 


A most important factor; too, in 
making the choice of an exec for the | 
spot will be his relationship with | 
Grad Sears, v.p. in charge of distri- 
bution. Since the owners are con- 
vinced they need a “strong” presi- 
dent and Sears is well recognized in 
the trade as an exceptionally strong 
personality himself, problem arises 
of who’s going to take orders from 
whom. Since Sears has a contract 
extending for at least four more 
years—and since Chaplin and Miss 
Pickford are anxious to keep him in 
any event-gthey have the job of lo- 
cating a topnotch exec with whom 
| Sears can work. 


Patriotic Hell. The 15 pleaded guilty 
to charges of disturbing peace and 
were handed fines or five days each 
in jail. 

Charges were result of mass pick- 
eting and arrests made at Columbia 
last Nov. 15. 





‘Duel’ Distrib 
Continued from page 4 


from the original two-hours-and-20- 
minutes running time. 


| It thus becomes clear that finding | Legion explained the B classifica- 


t t th lificati d tion as follows: “Immodestly s.z- 
|a man to mee e qualifications an gestive sequences: glorification of 


illicit love.” Organization added: “In 
effecting the revision, the producer 
has responded with cooperation #:d 
understanding to critical reaction 
subsequent to the trial engagenct 
of the film in Los Angeles and ‘has 
thus displayed an awareness of re- 
sponsibility for the moral and 
social integrity of motion pictures.” 
Selznick’s announcement pointed 
out that other pix with B ratings 
‘include “Best Years of Our Lives.” 
|“Blue Skies,” “13 Rue Madeleine” 








| then convincing him that he should 
| take the post becomes a formidable 
| job. Miss Pickford and Chaplin feel 
certain it can be solved, however, 
and are believed to have had pre- 
liminary discussions with several 
prospective prexies, 
Arthur Kelly’s Status 

Return of Arthur Kelly to the 
company presents another problem. 
Kelly has held a number of top jobs, 
| including that of foreign manager, 
,;and Chaplin — wi ‘ 

wr aplin-~-with whem he has jand “Sign of the Cross.” He said the 


been closely associated since he | t de “ e 
managed the comic’s first U. S. vaude |CUtS Made “were of the same typ 











: | 
in 


| tour—is anxious to see him back in = is normally made in the process 


the lineup. He's not being consid- 
jered for prez, however, partly be- 
cause of the relationship problem 
| with Sears. 

Pickford advisers are desirous of 
| waiting until a prez is selected be- 
' fore deciding on Kelly's chore, since 
| their whole desire is to get a har- 
monious working organization, 
rather than make any appointments 
that might create future dissension. 
One guess is that he may again be- 
‘come v.p. in 
Walter Gould currently is foreign 
sales head and has a contract until 
1949. It has a gimmick, however, 
that permits the appointment of a 
topper over him. Not unlikely in 
any event is the return of Kelly to 
‘the UA board in May. 


charge of foreign. | 


of editing a film following previews 
lor trial engagements.” 

In Countersuit 
Chicago, March 





‘Duel’ 


| 


18 


| Supplementary duel that is taking 
| place over “Duel in the Sun” got 
;another thrust when Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, advertising agency, coul- 


\tered the $350,000 suit of Associated 
| Products Co, with one of its © 
|for $78,017 in U. S. District to cover 
,costs of ad campaign last week 
Suit filed by Associated Feb. 25 
\claimed that they had suffered 
\losses due to promotion of new ni! 
|polish in conjunction with propos: d 
summer release of “Duel in | 
/Sun.” When picture was not 
leased company claims that polish 
:failed to sell on the market. 
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Capitol, N. Y. 


Sammy Kaye Orch (17) with 
Kaydettes (4), Don Corneil, Mary 
arlowe, Johnny Ryan; Harvey 
tone, Meribeth Olds; “It Happened 
reoklyn” (M-G) reviewed in 
ARIETY, March 5, °47. 





Through years of good showman- 
ship. Sammy Kaye }cs developed 
one of the best stage-bands around, 
outfit being a compact all-around 
unit, routines of which are designed 
for presentation in vauders. In this 


respect. he’s virtually assumed the | 


spot previously occupied by Horace 
Heidt. now in retirement until he 
heals his tiff with Music Corp. of 
America. 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


_ 
=—- = 


classical musi¢ fréi a mouth organ. 

Major applause after urel and 
Hardy was reserved for Billy Cot- 
ton’s band, Tommy Fields (Gracie’s 
brother); Jack Train, radio comic; 
and Chesney. The Cotton crew, one 
of the most popular outfits in vaude- 
ville, presents a nice assortment of 





clowning and music which gains 
from his own amateurish attempts 
to sing and dance. Fields’ easy-come, 
easy-go personality figures well in 
| patter and song limited in seope. He 
has a persuasive style. Jack Train, 
| known to millions on the air as Col. 
Chinstrap, has almost a ready-made 
|audience before he goes on. His 
quick-fire imitations of several per- 
| sonalities were well liked. 


The Lowe Brothers (Len and Bill), 


an astonishing way Of extracting 


State, N. Y. 


Michael O'Shea, June Lorraine, 
Jimmy & Beverly Paysee, Larry 
Griswald, Wilde Twins, J. C. Heard 
Band, Lou Basil House Orch; “Lady 
'in the Lake” (M-G). 





With presence of Michael O'Shea 
and Wilde Twins, both with film 
| backgrounds, State bill has a degree 
|of marquee value, but unfortunately 
lentire setup adds up to regulation 
| vaude. 


Jimmy and Beverly Paysee pace , and 


the bill with their nifty ballroom- | 


| 





j 


ology. The youthful couple, doubling | 


‘from the Embassy, duplicate their | 
| previous suceess here. Their rou- 
tines are well worked out and they | 


Me, 4 me a a} sider > . a 
aa re ne Seer from Ralph Réader’s famous “Gang | os —— RB. gilt.» bs 6 
up for any musical excitement, al- Show,” are promising but their ma- |P oem Ju : - een octets oe Mane 
though his brand of music is very terial is not. The Six Elwardos, con- | "Ows Saroue® “BR: oe > Roch “a 

‘h in demand. Other than his, timental acrobats, open the bill with | sions of Lionel Barry more, Roches- | 
mauen eo meer a-band Fa OT some rare gymnastics. Louise and|ter, Laughton, Bette Davis and | 
lies demahamanae theatrical fac her dogs, from the Bertram Mills | Jimmy Durante. Best are the fast | 
terest in his wares. Comedy rou- Circus, and Richardo and Assistant, | two. “i ests: de ats 2 
tines with the band, plus the glee- 2 high-wire act, complete the show. a Larry pet - — sie 
club arrangements, including his The Hightowers were unable to pagel cco of hia separates to make 
reading of poetry, make for smart | appear because of a sprained ankle | @!ver Mes Up os ore 


presentation. 


While-most of these routines .are 
familiar to the majority of vaude 
audiences, they haven't lost their 
freshness, consequently there’s hefty 
audience reception. Vocal 
gent includes Mary Marlowe. who 
makes a fair impression with her 
single solo, “I'll Close My Eyes” and 
Den Cornell, robust baritore with 
seme rough edges in his voice but 
clieking in all-around presentation. 
Aside from his straight numbers, 
he does a good takeoff on the Ink 
Spots with the aid of the Kaydettes, 
singing group from the bandsmen. 
Johnny Ryan gets an ornate back- 
greund to his tenoring of 
versary Song” with the glee club 
arrangement and Kaye in an in- 
terval of poetry reading. It's 
schmaltzy but effectiv. 

Generally, it's a well-playing and 
nicely balanced layout with Harvey 
Stone supplying, the comedy spot. 
In his second appearance in this 
heuse, he shows new material at 
the start, conducive to heavy laughs. 
As an afterpiece, he does his GI 
standby. which still brings yocks. 
Altegether a good turn. 

Bill is completed by Meribeth 
Olds, a comely contortion dancer, 
who wisely eschews unbecoming 
peses, infuses a great deal of per- 
senality in her work, and registers 
with her supple contro! antics. 

; Jose. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, March 13. 
Del Casino, Arthur Bleke, Ro- 
chelie & Beebe, The Reddingtors, 


Mary McLanahan, Les Rhode House 
Orch; “Man I Leve” (WB). 





Diversified layout here this week 
edds up to neat blend of ‘vaude. 

Del Casino, ce-topliner with Ar- 
thur Blake, clicks solidly with his 
vecals. Good looking bary projects 
& warm personality on “Tempta- 
tien,” “What Is This Thing Called 
Love,” “That's Where I Came In,” 
“Beginning of the End” and “Anni- 
versary Song.” Had te begoff. 

Blake adds zing to the proceed- 
ings with his sharp mimicry. Much 
of it is biting, with the Louella Par- 
sons and Bette Davis takeoffs earn- 
ing heavy response. Other stand- 
@uts are the Hepburn. Lorre, Laugh- 
ton, ‘Miranda impressions. 

Geed measure of laughs 
grabbed by Rochelle and Beebe 
with their 

. The Reddingtons turn in a 

fast-paced trampoline sequence to 
tee things off. Mary McLanahan 
offers. a smartly devised turn with 
the drums. 

Les Rhode and house orch back 
the layout in neat fashion. Biz good 
when caught. Lary. 


London Palladium 


London, March 11. 

Laurel & Hardy, Billy Cotton & | 
Band (16). Jack Train, Ronald | 
Chesney, Tommy Fields, Dolinoffs | 
(4), Len & Bill Lowe, Louise & her | 
dogs, Six Elwardos, Richardo. 


Laurel and Hardy got a reception 
here even before they arrived on the 
stage. The moment the signature | 
tune was played, whistles, yells and | 
handclaps roared a welcome. Then 
the two comics stepped on the stage 
te highlight the Palladium’s second | 
Bill of the current season. 


There is no doubt about their 
popularity here. Only the firmest 
of favorites could have won over the 
critical Palladium crowd to such a/§ 
spontaneous demonstration, Their 
burlesque sketch, “Getting a Driver's 
License,” contains nothing new, but 
the familiar drolleries of the couple, 
the ferocity of Ollie, the squeaks of 
Stan, climaxed with the old slap- | 
stick, add up to a high-grade per- 
formance which clicked heavily for 
laughs. There is no straining for 
@ags. It is a perfectly natural and 
amiable piece of clowning. 

The supporting bill is sound 
eneugh without being outstanding. | 
It introduces a new artist in the. 
young harmonica player, Ronald, 
Chesney, who recently played with 
# full orchestra at the 6,000-seater 
Albert Halil. Tall and blonde, he | 
has good looks and personality and | 


contin- | 


“Anni- | 


are 


standard adagio bur- | 


| “Manugua Nicaragua” and 


sustained by Marilyn. The Dolinoffs 
and Raya Sisters, mystery dance act 
put in as a substitute, make a clever 
team and did well. 

Laurel and Hardy are to be re- 
tained for a third week, instead of 
the original two, because of big ad- 
vance bookings. Tommy Trinder 
show follows. Ebet. 


Cirele, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, March 14. 
Bob. Crosby Orch, Eddie Rio, 3 
Durhills, Town Criers, Ray Bauduc; 
“Crime Doctor’s Man Hunt” (Col). 





Bob Crosby, his band and select 
acts give the Circle a solid hour of 
| well-knit. entertainment this stanza. 
Band provides background and high- 
| lights for show, but doesn’t hog time, 
| giving plenty of scope to specialty 
jacts on bill. These click, too, in 
| snappy routines. 

Croshy opens impressively, taking 
| relaxed voeal to band’s “Sioux City 
| Sue.” Three Dunhills beat out some 
| slick rhythms in taps, then blow in 
| favor of the Town Criers, who regis- 
| ter plenty in “By the Sea,” “Ole But- 
termilk Sky” and “Open the Door, 
Riehard,” besides mixing with 
Crosby in “South America, Take It 
Away.” Criers have a nice comedy 
slant on their stuff, good for laughs. 


Band swings into “Big Noise from 
Winnetka,” a bang-up concerto for 
the drummer, Ray Bauduc, with a 
whistling obbligatto by the bull fid- 
dler. Eddie Rie provides bill's hefti- 
|est comedy punch from a bag of 
| familiar but solid material. Voceal- 
| ists take spot again, Town Criers 
| clicking with Crosby in “The Girl 
| That I Marry” and maestro soloing 
|on “Gotta Get Me Somebody to 
| Love.” Whole gang joins in satire 


‘ ——. - 
of radio si g commercials for 
| Fas ; 





sock finish. Fast — od timing | the show in a pleasing manner. 
throughout. Biz okay when caught.| Regan, who holds the next-to-clos- | 
Corb. | ing spot, put plenty of life into the | 
| ' pr ings with fast-moving maleni- 
est Anton cry of a host of screen personalities, 
Maj le, San le includin Eddie Robinson, Clark 
San Antonio, March 12. | Gable, Lionel Barrymore, Ronald 


Frankie Masters Orch (14) with 
Phylis Myles, Phil Gray, Masters 
| Quartet, Masters Voices (10): Frank 
| Payne, Nelson Sisters (2), The 
_Colstons (2); “The Verdict” (WB). 


Frankie Masters and his band 
have headlined Interstate Theatres 
| several radio programs and now are 
traveling the circuit in a fast-mov- 
ing 60-minute show which is click- 
ing nieely at ail stands. It’s a nicely 
balanced, with 





| laid-out revue, well 


the overall results. 


Masters band is a well-rounded- 
out stage outfit, being not too blary, 
as is the case of most dance bands. 
It has five saxaphones, three trom- 
bones, three trumpets and _ three 
rhythm. Band tees off with “It’s a 
Good Day,” giving members of the 


| band an opportunity to display their 
| wares. 


_ One of the trumpet players 
turns in a nice rendition of the 
“Hora Staccato.” Band also closes 


| the show with a neat impersonation 


of Spike Jones and his band doing 
“Black Magic.” Boys use costumes, 
bells, guns and general mayhem em- 


| ployed by Jones for nice applause 
| and laughs. 


Vocal department has _ Phylis 
Myles and Phil Gray. Miss Myles 
turns in a nice job on the “Other 
End of a Kiss” and then is heard 
with Masters in “Anything You Can 
Do I Can Do Better.” Gray doubles 
from the sax section and lad does 


neatly on “Girl That I Marry” and | 


“Sentimental Reasons.” 


Marty, Pat, Kay and Jo make up | 


the Masters Quartet. Girls are nifty 
lookers and harmonize well on 
“Anni- 
versary Song.” 

The Colstons turn in a_ well- 
rounded-out bit of comedy ballroom | 
dancing for nice laughs. The Nel- | 
sen Sisters contrib a nifty acrebatic | 
stint. 

Top honors of the revue are taken | 
by impersonator Frank Payne. 
Opens with a sock impersonation of ; 
Edgar Bergen and his two dummy’s, 
Charlie and Mortimer. Follows with 
Fred Allen and some of Allen Alley | 


| members, notably Senator Claghorn 


and Ajax Cassidy. His takeoff on 
soap operas is also well done. 
Andy. | 


it look like a diving act. Aside from 
his acrobatics he incorporates a line 
|of comedy chatter that helps. The 
| Wilde Twins, starlets from Metro's 
| studio, are two personable blondes 
| who harmonize well on “Other End | 
of a Kiss,” “Don’t Put That Nickel 


} 
lin the Jukebox,” “My Bill” and | 
“Three Blind Mice.” a 

Michael O'Shea, making his 


periodic appearance at the State, is 
a personality. Too bad he hasn't an 
| act, He tees off with 
Weather,” and then goes 
| diatribe about the old neighborhood. 
| His material could stand a hypo. But 
the audience liked him. For an 
|emcore he does a recitative on “That 
| Old Gang of Mine.” 

J. C. Heard, adept drummer with 
his five-piece combo, rocks the 
house. Opening with a jam session, 
they segue into “Squeeze Me.” Then 
Heard takes the vocal on “Bottoms 
| Up.” Etta Jones vocalist, is okay on 
|“He’s Funny That Way.” 

Lou Basil emeees the show and 
keeps things moving. And his pit 
crew do their usual good P .- of 

a. 


“Stormy | 





backgrounding fhe acts. 
Earle. Philly 





three supporting acts that add to. 


, Philadelphia, March 14. 

Tommy Tucker Orch, Kerwin 
Somerville, Pryde & Day, — Paul 
Regan, Den. Brown, The Two 
Timers, Steve Markert; “SwetlsGuy” 
(U). 


The band of Tommy Tucker may 
prove enough ef a draw to make this 
run profitable, but opening day sesh 
gave no indication of overwhelming 
rush toward the cash box. 

With the exception of Paul Regan, 
mimic, who registered high on the 
applause meter, bill lacks spark and 
zip, although the Tucker brand of 
music rates. up to par and he emcees 








| Colman, Barry Fitzgerald and others. 
| His encore takeoff on Will Rogers 
| also pleased the customers. Until 
Regan’s appearance, audience reac- 
tion to the bill was tepid. 

Show opens with a _ step -up 
version of “When You and I Were 
| Young, Maggie” by the Tucker or- 
ganization. Kerwin Somerville comes 
down from the sax section te warble 
“Let Her Go” and “Shimmy Like My 
Sister Kate.” 

Pryde and Day offer a comedy 


Indian clubs, followed by the band’s 
mediey of “Guilty,” “Heartaches,” 
“Managua Nicaragua” and “Sunny 
| Side of the Street.” The Two Timers, 
four lookers in black strapless eve- 





routine of juggling tennis balls and | 


into a} 


| 





ning gowns, aid with vocals on the 
last three numbers, and Tucker in- | 
|troduces a novelty idea in the 
| “Street” number when orch mem- 
bers hold up luminous signs illus- 
| trating high points of the song, 
| Steve Markert pleases with a. 
, trumpet solo of “Finiculi Finicula.”’ 
|Don Brewn vocals “It Had To Be, 
| You,” and, in tribute to the Lenten | 
|season, Gounod’s “Ave Maria,” with | 
the Two Timers coming in on the 
windup, 

| Bill closes with band rertdition of | 
the polka “Let's Go Back and Kiss | 
| the Girls Goodbye,” with the Two 
| Timers and Semerville warbling in | 
the concluding stanzas. Biz fair 
when caught. Shal, 





Capital. Wash. | 
Washington, March 15. 


Alphonse Berge, Johnny Woods, 
Barr & Estes, the Shyrettos (3); “13 
Rue Madeleine” (20th). 


Capitel’s current bill is on the 
thin side. Top quality act turns out | 
to be the curtain raiser, the cycling 
Shyrettos who come up with con- 
siderably better than the average 
work on wheels. Best number turns 
out to be a jitterbug routine on high 
unicycles, although the trio works 
smoothly with ordinary bicycles as 
well. A crowd pleaser. 

Alphonse Berge has some of the | 
gals in the audience yelping with 
pleasure as he drapes lengths of 
cloth into gowns on the five models 
who work with him. Berge has an’! 


dance. 


| 
old routine here, but it was well | 


liked among the femmes, 


Johnny Woods plays a return en- 
gagement at the Capitol with a 
satiric monologue on radio programs 
and personas eae some of! 
the lines are a litle rough. Woods 
has the audience hewling much of 
the time as he goes to work on soap | 
operas, kid programs, Kate Smith, | 
Walter Winchell, etc. He paces him- | 
self nicely to keep up with the mood | 


| of the house. 


Leonard Barr, eccentric dancer | 
comic, with a_ girl partner, | 
rounds out the show with some cute 
steps but a thin line of clatter. 
Ted Laurie, who plays a return en- 
gagement as soloist with the house | 
band, sings from the pit but does | 
about as well as any of the acts on 
stage. Lowe. 


Apolie, N. Y. 


Count Basie Orch (17) with Jim- 


|my Rushing, Bob Bailey, Ann Baker; 


Two Zephyrs, 
“Dark Alibi” 


Stump & Stumpy; 
(Mono). 

A short bill this week, with Count 
Basie and his solid outfit carrying | 
the brunt. Basie shows in a class 
by himself up here, and has toned 
down the brass somewhat to make 
himself a better bet for the down- | 
town crowd. Band, with the maestro 
working at the keys, opens with 
“Mutton Leg,” then does another 





i but there’s considerable 





jump number before singer Ann 
Baker comes on. Gal has nice 
smoky pipes in “It’s a Pity to Say 


Goodnight,” but could sell a little | 


better. 

Two Zephyrs never fail to regis- 
ter here with an act built around 
a crap game with oversized cubes 
and a resultant fist, razor and knife 
fight in siow motion. Boys are good 
gymnasts and get over well. 


Bob Bailey comes on for “Danny 
Boy,” standard numiber with him, 
High tenor wows the femmes. Cur- 
rent standard, “Open the Door, 
Richard,” is overlong here, with 
Sweets Edisen and Bill Johnson 
gabbing back and forth to set up 
the vocal riff background. Some 
laughs, but could be cut. 


Jimmy Rushing doesn’t get across 
as well here as with ofay auds, 
singing “Lazy Lady” and “Bye, Bye, 
Baby.” Five-by-fiver draws most 
laughs for attempts at jitterbug- 
ging, but is still one of the greatest 
blues yodelers in the business. A 
fine performer. 

Stump and Stumpy close the bill 
with their usual chatter, mugging 
and dance _ routine. hs are 
there, and guys are okay. Tomm. 


RKO, Besteon 
Beston, March 14. 


Ink Spots, Johnny Otis orch, Coles 
and Atkins, Lewis and White. “That 
Brennan Girl” (Rep). 





Ink Spots, still riding in high 
favor here, catch a solid return for 
their act as teps in current layout. 
Haven't added much in any way of 
change of pace to their stint, but 
evidently the same routine each sea- 
son is okay. With the usual cello 
and guitar accompaniment, the Spots 





“I Never Had a Dream Come 
and “If I Didn’t Care,” all plenty | 
suave. Goes big. 

Johnny Otis band supplies back- 


do “To Each His Own,” “Gypsy,” | 
True” | 


poe for show doing “Curtain 
iser,” “ n Dvor Richard” fea- 
turing Lem Tally, and “The Needle,” 


with Otis handling the torrid drum 
specialty. June Richmond kids hers | 
self in a burlesque version of “The. 
Man That I Marry,” as vocalist with | 
band. She also does, “It’s a Pity” | 
and “Old Man River.” Otis m.c.’s 
the show nicely. 

Other acts, standard, are Lewis 
and White in a routine of old gags 
plus baton twirling and hoke danc- 
ing, and Coles and Atkins in terps 
routine involving a slew-motion 
Both go big. Elie. 


Tewer. K. C. 
Kansas City, March 14. 
The Glenns (3), Peters Bros. (2), 
Alan Bode, Gloria Small, Jack Parks 
Tower Orch (9) with Norma Wer- 
ner; “Secret of Whistler” (Col) and 


“Boston Blackie and Law” (Col). 





This lineup includes some nice en- 
tertainment but also some rough 
spots. Although the standard acts, 
discovery night winner and house 
band are far from spectacular, it 
goes over nicely. 

Carrying out the St. Patrick Day 
theme in the stage setting, band 


| opens with a medley of Irish songs | 
“Trish | 


with Norma Werner doing 


Lullaby.” Alan Bode is the mc. 


and has the Glenn threesome in the | 


deuce. Pair of men with femme 
go in for three-high balancing and 
shew five variations of the triple- 
deck pyramid. 

Bode’s own turn shows off the 
work of a sound effects man in a 
travesty on soap operas. He 
works the standard list of door 


closings, kisses and scufflings. Class- | 


es as novelty but registers only 
moderately. Gloria Small, amateur 
winner, follows with toe dance. 
Final turn by the Peters Bros. is 
uneven. Their dancing is nimble 
and draws nice response, but their 


| singing is on the lightweight side. 


Quin. 
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New Act 


JACK COLE DANCERS (9) 
Dance 

16 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

After four years as dance director 
for Columbia Pictures, Jack Cole has 
returned to Broadway with one of 
the strongest dance groups in the 
business. Leading a company of nine 
dancers, consisting of four males and 
Florence Lessing and three of her 
dancers, outfit shows sufficient class 
imagination and terp skill to out- 
distance any terp turn seen in cafes 
in some time. 

All his dancers display consider- 





| able dance skill and they’re imag. 
| inatively welded into a cohesive unit 
|able to express a variety of dance 


ideas. 

In the Latin Quarter session they 
appear several times on the program 
opening with a ballet of zoot-suiters 
done by the male section. It’s skill- 
fully contrived with many cemmer- 
cial sequences to garner sizable re- 
turns. Entire company returns for 
the East Indian jive ballet, which has 
been Cole’s standby for many years, 
impreve- 
ment over previous presentatien in- 
asmuch as Cole has broadened the 
basic sweep of the number with his 
larger troupe. Miss Lessing is equally 
as adept as Cole in the solo spots, 
displaying the same energy and un- 
derstanding of the numbers. A West 
Indian: calypso offering completes 
their presentation for prelonged ap- 
plause. 

This is Cole’s second cafe date 
since his film tasks, first being at the 
Chez Paree, Chicago. With his ex- 
panded dance troupe, he’s making a 
bid for the tall deugh. Current en- 
gagement is at $2,500, but by the 
calibre of work evideneed here. it's 
likely that subsequent submissiens 
will be for superier coin. Jose. 


BEDELL 2 MATSON 
Pantemime . 

14 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

Latest entrant into the increasing 
field of pantemimists are Bedell and 
Matson, fairly funny duo with a 
good commercial routine that can 
go in vauders as well as tep cafes. 
They remind of similar turns but 
different enough te get by on their 


| own. 


Act does its work in costume with 
one wearing a femme sun-suit for 
takeoffs on the soprano pitches, and 
other dressed in casual garb. Open 
with a Miranda recording, and de a 
Bing Crosby-Mary Martin disk ef 
—s "Till the Sun Shines, Nellie” 
and the Merman-Middleten platter 
of “I Can Do Anything Better Than 
You.” 

These three numbers get a healthy 
share of applause, but encere speils 
entire effect. To Spike Jones’ press- 
ing of “Cocktails for Two,” pair in- 
dulge in a session of water-quirting 
and spitting that’s an impositien on 
the dinner trade. Latter number 


doesn’t measure up te class cafe 
standards and would 
eliminated. 


be better 


Jose. 


Yankees WOXR 


Continued from page 1 


the Ball Game” musieal stanza, but 
strictly from Brahms, Beethoven, 





| Schubert, Bach, etc., with McPhail’s 


institutional plugging adhering to 
the station’s recorded longhair for- 


Menten’: Oitediic: Mechus 


WQXR (N. Y.), whieh has 
pacted the N. Y. Yankees to a 
symphonic hour, with Brahms 
First as the signature, is expect- 
ing the inevitable onee the 
sports fraterhity and weisen- 
heimers get rolling. 

Por years the popular radio 
baseball gag has. been “Green- 
berg on Third.” Look fer a 
switcheroo, they say, to “Brahms 
on First.” 
mat in a pitch toward the West- 
chester County-lower Connecticut 
femme strata to which the station 
caters. McPhail will use as the 
Yanks “signature” the Brahms First 
Symphony. 

Unorthodox as the bat-and-baton 
| series shapes up, it stems from @ 
‘combined feeling by MePhail and 
‘station that there's an untapped 
promotion market ameng the 
femmes who crave letighair music 
and could be won over to baseball, 
| too. 
| There were- no squawks from J. 
|Walter Thompson *agency, which 
| handles the Ballantine-White Ow! 
accounts, because of the prograim- 
ming overlap, feeling being that the 
|enthusiasm engendered by WQXR 
will win new adherents to the play- 
| by-play, which will be re‘erred to 
by WQXR. Latter station will also 
‘give scores between symphs. 

Deal involves a $16,000 time bud- 
get, plus another approximate 
$4.000 for promotion, anneuncel, 
tetc. Sponsorship starts April 14 
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4 E id Screen Play by Isobel 

oe Origa! ased on - 
Original Sto oha 
Sig owan « Diced 
ke ie sy RICHARD 
sia s WHORF ° Produced 
by JACK CUMMINGS 
An M-G-M Picture 


IT’S HEAVEN FOR THE FANS! 


(And they’re packing Broadway’s Capitol Theatre!) 


Leo’s got a new sweetie now! “It Happened In Brooklyn” is 
Another big M-G-M Musical in the “Anchors Aweigh” manner! 
Listen to those packed houses roar at the Capitol, N. Y. 

“It Happened In Brooklyn” is the Happiest Musical that ever happened! 
Happy stars for the fan millions! Happy songs for a singing nation! 
Happiness is an M-G-M habit: “The Yearling” is busting 
Chicago records—biggest M-G-M_ biz in State-Lake history! 

‘Sea of Grass” Music Hall Masterpiece—plus “Till "The Clouds Roll <2 

4 Plus “Secret Heart.” And “High Barbaree” coming soon! 


Happy thought: An M-G-M smile reaches from Y-ear to Y-ear! 
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ship in the sweepstakes for the lush 
Campbell Soup daytime half-hour 
buy currently in the offing. T-J is 
setting up a new show, to be called 
“City Desk,” in which correspond- 








Gilmore, Smith Kudosed 


Eddy Gilmore, who heads the 
Moscew bureau of the Associated 
Press, and William Smith, AP 
Washington photographer, were 
mamed winners Sunday (16) of At- 
lantic City’s Press Club National 
Headliners medals of merit for jour- 
malistic achievement in 1946. Gil- 
more was cited for “consistently ex- 
cellent foreign reporting based on 


his coverage of Russia.” Smith's 
award was for his photograph of 
Jehn L. Lewis in a Washington 
hotel lobby during the ceal crisis. 


With these awards judges of the 
coniest, which met here a week ago, 
selected 20 others who will get 
medals during the Headliners Frolic 
here in June. List includes Kings- 
bury Smith, of International News 
Service, and Arthur Gaeth, of Mu- 
tual, who wen the drawings as only 
American press and radio reps at 
the Nurnberg executions, and who 
were cited for their coverage of the 
event. 





Philly Bulletin Ad Cuts 


Until further notice, the Philadel- 
phia Evening Bulletin, which dom- 
inates the evening field with ap- 
proximately 800,000 daily circula- 
tien. has eliminated from its daily 
editions all advertising except reé- 
ligieus, classified and amusement. 
The action was compelled by failure 
te receive contract shipments of 
newsprint due from manufacturers, 
according to a two-column box on 
page one announcing the curtailment. 


The announcement further ex- 
plained that “since the start of the 
war newpapers have had to operate 
with small newsprint inventories and 
rely on regular arrival of shipments 
from Canada and Newfoundland. 
During recent days these arrivals 
have dropped so severely that the 
Evening Bulletin is forced either to 
drop advertising or face suspension 
of publication.” The announcement, 
which made its first appearance 
Tuesday (11) further stated adver- 
tising will be resumed at the earliest 

ossible date. The Sunday Bulletin. 

wever, will carry normal adver- 
tising on a restricted schedule. with 
the number of copies sharply re- 
duced. The Daily News, the other 
Philadelphia newspaper in the eve- 
ning field, has only a fraction of the 
circulation enjoyed by the Bulletin. 





Yank Consultants 


New firm of publishers consult- 
ants, Forsberg, Merritt & Harrity, is 
being formed in N. Y. with interest- 
ing Army background. Partners are 
Franklin S. Forsberg, former com- 
manding officer of Yank, famed 
Army weekly; Richard Harrity, 
Yank promotion manager, and 
Charles T. Merritt, ex Conde Nast 
production and_ sales promotion 
exec. Firm will specialize on pub- 
lic relations campaigns for publish- 
ers. 


Col. Forsberg, prior to becoming 
Yank’s chief, was general manager 
of Street & Smith. Harrity was with 
Paramount and UA as publicist and 
edited Yank’s Pan-American edition 
befere becoming general promotion 
manager. 


Post’s Flynn Passes 


Newspaper career of Edward P. 
Flynn, 40, executive editor of the 
N.Y. Pest and the Bronx Heme 
News, was closed last Wednesday 
(12) when he leaped seven stories to 
his death while attempting to es- 
eape flames in his midtown New 
York apartment. Firemen believe 
Flynn may have caused the blaze 
by smoking in bed. 

Prior to becoming the Post’s ex- 
ecutive editor, Flynn has been the 
Paper’s city and national affairs edi- 
tor. In 1940 he reorganized the 
Pest’s Washington bureau and was 
its chief for two years. He had also 
worked fdr the N. Y. Journal and 
the Baltimore Sun, among other 
papers. : 


CHATTER 
Frank Blethan, Seattle Times pub- 
lisher. gandering Hollywood. 
Billy Rose now short-story writ- 
ing; his “Shubert Alley Serenade” in 
current Collier's. 


Bod Feller’s “Strikeout Story” be- | 


ing timed for release with start of 
the baseball season. 

James E. Farley”® signed contract 
with Whittlesey House for his mem- 
@irs in the spring of 1948. 

Walter Annenberg appointed Mer- 
ri}} Panitt Coast editorial represen- 
tative for Triangle Publications. 

Jock MacGregor heading back to 





ents from the three VU. S. news 
capitals, Hollyweod, Washington and 
New York will telephone into Mc- 
Crary with spot and feature news 


London after digging up Hollywood 
material for British trade papers. 
George Macy bringing out a pop- 
priced edition of cartoonist Arthur 
Syzk’s “Ink & Bleod,” collection of off a telephone line. MeCrary em- 
acid drawings. — , 
“ : _” : i be angle away from 
My Life Story,” by Joe Louis, | definitely ; 
selected by Negre Book Club as April | the Hopper-Parsons-Fidler keyhole 
selection; published by Eagle Books | didoes. 
(Duell. Sloan & Pearce). Pair has also been doing a series 
PG BE of the Chicago Herald- of book discussions transcription for 
American and Irving Kupeinet of the rede pong hvinapd pave ae oe — 
ee a Ree oe last mercial a format for their own reps. 
fee ( P » . S < o* J . of 
Profile on Sherman Billingsley | On a longer pena basis, oe eis 
(Stork Club), penned by the late agency is packaging a ae Snow 
Semen Runyon ae tie Sat signea | featuring songs of all nations for 
work, coming out in May issue of local New York presentasen prodicash 
Cosmopolitan oe — pg gga oe 
: regents RF wii. ; anguage clubs. is program, to- 
— ao ge erage) | with a couple of other out- 
M ‘a — 1” “Ch 1 Knick -~ k | line formats, is still in the conversa- 
~~’ re yor sang ryern . "| tion stage, but because the MeCrarys’ 
d . oe weing ang aide, “VC! ideas and own “Hi, Jinx!” program 
‘Real aca of patiets - heutl- were largely responsible for the 
office exploitation staff, hitting the 2h oy gece aor et 
freelanee jackpot with a short-short | reported omanhtied 4s juapesiies. 
upcoming in This Week mag and | Strange angle of the McCrarys’ 
short articles due in Pageant and | plans is the fact that they’re reported 


the Satevepost. , uninterested in putting any of their 
Author Fred I. Raymond, writer of home-built shows on the network. 


‘The Limitist.” tome on small busi- 
ness, is said to have shared in the York airing. 


purchase price of his family’s pul- | And they'll have been on just one 
verizing business bought by big in-| year next Wednesday (24). 
i 


terests for a sum exceeding $1,000.- 
Earl Carroll 


Centinued from page 2 ———— 
He claimed he wished the 











| —— 





Whittlesey House (McGraw-Hill) 
to publish “Lincoln and the Press,” 
by Robert S. Harper, a study of Lin- 
coln’s relations with the press, and | 
will show how the newspapers of his | ing. 
day evaluated Lincoln in the light of = s 
contemporary events. jlaw would be stronger if it came 
Lester Grady named editorial di- | from Washington. 
rector Screen!and, Silver Screen and| 3. Attacking the AFM, Carroll in- 
Movie Show. He'll continue as Sil- | Vited the committee to send an in- 
ver Screen editor, while Delight | VeStigator to Les Angeles to check 


‘ «| which di tinued its stage shows 
and Ruth Tayler stays as editor-in- |W™ch Giscontinuec Ms stag 
chief of Movie Show. Paul Hunter | in-1941 because “it gould not afford a 
publishes all. |15-man standby orchestra.” Carroll 
jalso suggested checking with Harry 
| Arthur, operator of the Missouri 
Theatre in St. Louis as to why that 
house had not had stage shows for 
some years. 
=== (find, Carroll claimed, that these 
things were all due to unreasonable 
demands by Petrillo. 











Miss Truman 


Continued from page 2 





off the obvious, and merely pre- 
senting Miss Truman as “a promis- 
ing young American soprano from 
Washington, D. C.” Someone less 
shrewd could have spoiled it with 
further identification with her 


father. : ‘an employer to engage in an unfair 
Of her three numbers, Miss Tru- |japor practice. 


man was best in “Cielito Lindo,” a | “Unless some legislation is passed,” 
swingy tune to which she gave some | said Carroll, “we shall be forced to 
lift. “Charmant Oiseau” shewed|centinue to pay these three musi- 
off a promising, though unsteady | cians as long as we stay in business. 
coloratura, while “Last Rose of|Furthermore, now that I have 
Summer” was, surprisingly enough, | brought this condition to the atten- 
least effective. tion of Congress, reprisals will be 
Magazine sponsor came off best|in order ... There is no law to 
in the deal, with hundreds of sub- | prevent him (Petrillo) from adding 
scriptions phoned and telegraphed | three more musicians, six more, or 
in during and after the program. | even 60, and to continue in business, 
Obviously responsible for this was {I must comply or close. 
the wave of national publicity which| “I believe some legislation should 
effectively penetrated the listening | be adopted that precludes any union 
audience for three weeks before-| leader from forcing any employer 
hand. Practically every newspaper |to hire more labor than he really 
in the country gave the show hefty needs.” 
space, and the net plugged it for a | Discussing his troubles, Carroll 
week in station breaks. | said he had his place shut down for 
Spectacle aside, the show introed |two days once because he kept a 
a performer with a promising voice |¥Mion leader waiting for an hour. 
and appealing talent. He said he was unable to fire people 


| Tex & Jinx 


| Continued from page 1 [lace warned me to stop it or he'd 
;room. Home film pattern will be pull the miusicians out. 
used to present various guestars live, = yrs 
while the films show Mrs. McCrary ed 18 
(Miss Falkenburg) at various inter- Earl Carroll met the demands of 
Mn oa ge eee of news iM-| american Federation of Musicians 
+ in ae eae — placed Local 47 by granting a 20% pay 
wes ge Mines pire ee “4 ey ty increase and adding three musicians 
es 8 fillip g ’ ave 1V€,/ to the orchestra, but the nitery 
Meanwhile, option held on another | stated it was deing so “only under 
Tex 'n’ Jinx show by McCann-Erick- | <iians now in the pit is $120 weekly. 
son for Swift & Co. is on the verge | Indications were that Carroll 
of pickup, with preem airing set for | ™ oe 
st" tg preem airing set Tor) would attempt to reopen negetia- 
sometime in May. 


| os : . 
- When the contract is activated qr but was complying in the 


P <a ; j meantime to “stay open.” 
th 0 Pog A + geo 125 | tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 

| SS. ay 7 P. Employees handed the nitery chief 
Cooley in Chicago over the week- 


men than he needs (standbys) and to 
outlaw strikes which would require 




















plained, “who I feel is incompetent 
and disloyal and I can’t get ria of 














; | a demand for a 20% wage hike for 
end. Progr ? é he & 
ing ite yy ste to will a stagehands but no formal] talks have 
‘called “Homemakers’ Club” and. been held on this .score yet. 
will have a _ hausfrau format. | 


Although the show hasn't been set | PETE SMITH’S LATEST 


for any outlet definitely. it’s figured | Hollywood, March 18. 
to preem over WNBT-NBC. because Pete Smith has added a second 
of the McCrary tie-up with the net series of shorts to his production 
radio affiliate. | program at Metro, to augment his 
In the Soupstakes Specialties. 

From the radio angle, most im- New series, on the audience-par- 
|portant present activity of “Tex & | ticipation angle, will be known as 
Jinx, Ine.,” is their reported leader- |“-Do You Know What Time It Is?” 





items. Gab will be picked up right | 


| phasizes that the filmtown news will | 


but want to hold them for local New | 


Legislature would act but said the | 


Evans remains as editor Screenland|°" the Paramount Theatre there | 


The committee would | 


4. He called for legislation which | 
| would make it an unfair laber prac- | 
tice for an employer to hire more | 


“I have a head carpenter,” he com- | 


|him. When I tried to. “Spike” Wal- | 


protest.” New minimum for 16 mv- | 


Interna- | 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Bridal Path, Mass., March 19. 
Last Wednesday must have set divorce back to where even the late 
| Nat Goodwin, not to drag in Henry VIII, would have felt he was slipping, 
‘Y guess 5,000,000 couples renewed their marriage vows that night. My 
shopworn bride and I were among those who swelled their number. 

It was the answer of us one-timers to the Hollywood two-timers, and for 
once Lolly did not score a sceop on the rest of us. It’s quite possible in 
fact that she was among those who renewed their marriage vows during 
the evening. 











One of the few dissenters was an old geat, 71, I met that afternoon on 
his way to court to get his 12th diveree. He stressed, however, not the 
divorce, but the fact that he planned to marry again for the 13th time. His 
was certainly the triumph of hope over experience. 


The O.G.’s love-life was not of serious literary import for the simple 
reason that he was not a picture star, ner a politician, nor even a ball- 
player. The view that ‘what a man does in private is nobody's business but 
his own is only true insofar as he is a nobody. Actually the private morals 
of a public man are of public concern, That is why picture contracts con- 
tain morals clauses. I think producers include them even for writers, 
though what could be obscurer than the love-life of a Hollywood scenario 
writer, short of an amoeba’s, I can’t imagine. 

Scheol fer Scandal 

Scandal involving stars, however, is not ordinary scandal, and while 
divorce has become a matter of regret (or relief) to mest of the picture 
colony, to other elements in the community divorce is still a source of 
scandal. It was these millions whe decided to strike back last week by 
reaffirming their marriage vows. 





always (switch) to the same gal. 


Having once had our love-life described by Tex McCrary in the Mirror 
as “Hollywood's greatest love story,’ maybe we are just the couple to 
bring seme enlightenment to the confused love-life of Hollywood. In the 
first place, I did net marry until I was 38, and if you don’t know what you 
are doing by then you never will. In the second place, I married an ange). 
In the third place we were married in France, the hardest place to get 
married, and the easiest to get divorced in the world. In fact, they put so 
many obstacles in the way of an alien's marriage in France that if he goes 
through with it he must really mean it. 

Sime Scoops a Mugg 

I had been kicking the idea of marriage around for some time when one 
day, riding down the Boulevard des Italiens with J. P. McEvoy. I stopped 
| to pick up some mail at the Variety office. There was a letter from Sime. 
It was full of office chatter, but one line really scooped me. “Hear you're 
going to get married,” he wrote, “O boy!’” 

“Are you?” asked Mac, who was reading over my sheulder. 

I seemed more concerned as to how Sime got that far ahead of the 
story than answering Mac’s question. 

“Well, are you?” he pursued. 

“I don't know how the Old Boy got the idea.” I said. “I haven't talked 
it over with anybody, except the chief of pelice and the American 
embassy.” 

“Not even the girl?” asked Mac. 

“No, not even the girl.” 

For the rest of the day I kept trying to see where the “news” could have 
leaked out. By now I am all admiraticn for a reporter who can find out 


what’s on your mind before you have really made it up, but at that time 
I was puzzled. 


Married at Leisure 


Not to be completely scooped on my own splicing, I went to the mayor 
of Neuilly to see if he couldn’t speed things up a bit. He sent me with a 
letter to the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Onee caught in the wheels- 
within-wheels of bureaucracy I naturally was in for a whirl. The American 
and the French played me back and forth as if I were a tennis ball and the 
Davis Cup was at stake. 


Finally, blowing my topper I let one deputy stuffed shirt have it. “Listen, 
mon vieux,” I said. “I can understand why so many people live in sin on 
the Left Bank. They can't afford to get married. Even with the most 
honorable intentions in the world, they can't hold back the cosmic urge 
till you make up your mind. Nobody lives forever, you know.” 


We were in the bureau of the deceased at the time. The deputy looked 
at me as I've seen marble statues look at me. Finally, in anger | said, 
“If I'd slap 100 francs on this desk, a let of these unsurmountable diffi- 
“culties would disappear in a matter of minutes. But I’m a VaRiETY mugg 


and you're not getting a b-ibe from me for a good notice no matter how 
long it takes.” 





I sent the bride-to-be out on a shopping tour to pick up a wedding ring, 

while I shopped around for some sleep. Equipped with Scandinavian 

| thrift, my little Alice in Wonderland picked up a modest little job for 75 
| franes—$3 to you. 


Thus fortified, we entered the mayor’s office, and he really put on a 
| Show for us. He dressed himself in most formal attire, with a big wice. 
red band diagonally across his chest, which in those days showed you weie 
a person of eminence, not a communist, and gave us every gracious brevk. 
| After it was over he handed us a book which had 12 pages for recording 
| the subsequent histories of 12 babies. Such optimism in a country where 
| the birth-rate is lower than the death-rate, shows that nobody can top 
| the French in bedroom farces. 


Second Take 

But I was not a married man by now. Net by any means. After the 
| Civil marriage in Paris,.we had a church marriage in Nice. But there 
| seemed to be a flaw in this one, as far as Madame Scully was concerned, 
| because that $3 ring of hers could not be blessed as she was a non- 
Catholic. 
| This seemingly stuck in her beautiful craw for years. When years later, 
she changed her spiritual stance, that ring-blessing of which she had been 
| deprived still annoyed her. She remarked as much to a padre in Holly- 
wood one day and he esaid, “We can fix that. You come down some morn- 
ing, with your husband of course, and we'll bless the ring.” 


When we got to the chapel the padre had laid out everything, but like @ 
yes: wedding. We even had white satin pillows to kneel on. 
_Normally unconcerned about what people think, I nevertheless was a 

little concerned about what they would think ef Madame Scully, now the 
| mother of three, on the verge of getting married. 

Third Take 

A few days after this third showing we met an actor at a cocktail 
| party who talked without a script. “You know, my Mother must be 20- 
ing daffy,” he said, “because she said she was sure she saw you getting 


married the other day and I told her, ‘Why, Mother, that couldn't be true, 
| they have three children’!” 


“Oh, but it was,” said Alice, and before she could explain the contin- 

uity she had been whisked away. 

Thus you can imagine with what calm I undertook reaffirmation of the 
_marriage vows. The claim that of 41,700 marriages in Los Angeles. 35,731 
_ ended in divorce last year may be true, but if we keep at this thing long 

enough, Alice and I may raise those marriage figures back to 16 te 1 #!! 
‘by ourselves, and don't think we wouldn't be happy in doing it. 
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NEW YORK REVIEWS “ANGEL AND THE BADMAN’ 


«.. mightily enjoyed by the Gotham audiences...” 
John T. McManus—PM 


“.++ Pleasant... different... refreshing.” 
Otis L. Guernsey, Jr. 
NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE 


"... off-formula Western... hard-riding, fighting, shoot- 
ing, and sapolioed cussing...an excellent cast... 
considerable entertainment for the family trade.” 

Lee Mortimer, DAILY MIRROR 


“...exciting sequences in the film and one particu- 
larly thrilling chase.” Kate Cameron, DAILY NEWS 


“Superior to usual Western... different from and a 
notch or two superior to the normal sagebrush saga.” 


The NEW YORK TIMES 





“Even a Western can pull out some surprises, as 
ANGEL AND. ) THE BADMAN proves at the Gotham. 
The accent ison action *:. plenty of worthwhile ‘stuff. 
Gail Russell. excellent in her silent scenes.” 


Eileen Creelman, NEW YORK SUN 





sa Pelswick;:; NEW YORK JOURNAL - AMERICAN 


“Good Western, entertaining comedy romance.” 
CUE MAGAZINE 
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end STEPHEN GRANT > TOM POWERS - PAUL HURST PICTURE 


‘Writen and Directed by James Edward Grant -. JOHN WAYNE predueion 
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with the way things are run in the 
future. 

Goetz and Brulatour groups, by 
panding together their large inter- 
ests, own enough shares to over- 
ride those held by Yates and his 


associates, However, since Yates, 
the Goetz brothers and Brulatour 
corporation together control fewer 
than 500,000 of the 1,800,000 shares | 
outstanding, a battle for proxies | 
from outside stockholders would be} 
a certainty. G-B interests feel cer-| 
tain they could win, since they are | 





of the opinion that most other stock- | 
holders naturally feel the way they 
do in comparing Rep’s earnings with 
the skyrocketing statements of other 
companies these past few years. 

G-B group hopes that the addition 
of the new board members—and 
some outspoken opinions they have 
expressed in recent weeks—will pro- 
vide the necessary cure so they can 
avoid a public wrangle which might 
injure the company. They feel that 
the change will eliminate the situa- 
tion of the past when, with G-B con- 
sent, many members of the board 
were in no position to be critical of 
Yates’ operation, since they were 
either company employes or persona! 
appointees. 


| 


New Board 


Already named to the board in a 
switch made last month and serving 
on it are William M. Collins, Jr., 
and Charles T. Fisher, Jr., for the 
Goetz interests and Themas F. 
Brown for Brulatour. To be elected 
to the board at the stockholders’ 
meeting April 1 will be Harry Goetz, 
who controls the Goetz family in- 
terest; Samuel Becker, Goetz’s at- 
torney, and Harry C. Mills, repping 
Brulatour, 

Collins is prez of Inland Rubber 
Corp. and holds other directorates. 
Fisher is prez and director of the 
National Bank of Detroit and served 
from 1942 to 1945 as a director of 
the Reconstruction Finance Corp. 
Brown is director and v.p. of Na- 
tional Distillers and director of Cer- 
tain-Teed Products Corp. Mills is an 
exec in the buying department of 
J. C. Penney. 

At the same time G-B placed their 
three reps on the board, Yates added 
to the independent character of his 
representation by naming Edwin 
Van Pelt, v.p. of the Continental 
Bank & Trust Co. N. Y., through 
which Republic does much of its 
financing. Two earlier Yates ap- 
pointees are to be reelected to the 
girectorate at the stockholders’ meet. 
They are Arthur J. Miller, who 
heads the lab division (Consolidated) 
of Rep, and Walter L. Titus, Jr., who 
has held various top exec posts with 
Rep and is now a divisional sales- 
manager, 

Starting five-year terms on the 
board in April, therefore, will be 
Goetz, Becker and Mills for G-B, 
and Miller and Titus for Yates. Re- 
tiring from the directorate will be 
John J. O'Connell, prez of Con- 
Solidated Molded Products Corp., 
and Walter P, Stevens, chairman of 
the board of Scranton Life Insur- 
ance Co., who joined the board in 
1945, and Walter W. Vincent, chair- 
man of the board of Wilmer & Vin- 
cent circuit, who has been serving 
on Rep’s directorate since 1928. 

Directors who retired in last 
month’s shuf%e were John Petraus- 
kas, Jr, treasurer of Rep, and 
Carleton A. Connell and James E. 
MacPherson. 


Continuing on Board 


Continuing on the board, aside 
from the four replacements made 
last month (Collins, Fisher, Brown 
and Van Pelt) are James R. Grain- 
Ser, Rep’s exec v.p. and sales chief: 
Albert W. Lind, partner in Sterling, 
Grace & Co., brokers; Frederick R. 
Ryan, attorney; Edward L. Walton, 
Rep v.p.; and Yates, 

Proxy discloses that principal con- 
trol of the company is exercised in 
two ways. First is through owner- 
ship directly or beneficially of stock 
in Rep itself. Second is ownership 
directly or beneficially in Associated 
ee Picture Industries, Inc., a 

Claware corporation. Of the 189,471 
shares of AMPI outstanding, Goetz 
of Brulatour hold between them 
— shares, against 51,340 held by 
a and associates, which gives 
oa Shares OUP contrel of the 175,- 
by AMPI. ep which are held 
chit Rep itself, G-B holds 175,157 
hol “S against Yates and associates 

““1ngs of 141,235 shares. Goetz 


Yates’ Rule 
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mnily holds about 80,000 shares and 
vn — 95,157. Yates owns 39,600 | 
“a f and controls 86,950 via Ons- | 

» Inc. (Yates and Titus) and| 
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14,685 via Antonsen Realt : 
(also Yates and Titus), Be Sis 


Of the AMPI stock, Goetz family 
has 33,782 shares and heuiatens 


CSU Bids for AFL 
Eastern Locals 








32,356. Yates has 46,918 through | 


Onsrud and 3,572 through Anton- | 
sen, plus 590 owned by Yates and | 
his wife and 260 shares owned by 
Titus’ wife, Elsa. : 








Decree Stay 


Continued from page 4 





Big Five, only Paramount has ap- 
pealed from the new selling method, 
it’s noted, which the statutory court 
ordered as a substitute for divorce- 
ment. 

Big 5 Dissuading U and Col 

Objections to a stay have been 
so strong that Big Five lawyers have 
sought to dissuade the Little Three 
from bringing their applications, it’s 
understood. Those three insist, how- 
ever, on pushing their pleas for a 
stay since they maintain that in- 
itiating the new method will cost 
them heavy coin. Columbia, filing 
its application Monday (17), is as- 
serting that its distrib expenses 
would be boosted $600,000 annually 
by competitive selling. 

Columbia will 
hike its sales force to 140 or more 
Salesmen from its present 100 total 
with an attendant increase of selling 
costs of $6,000 weekly or $300,000 
per annum, company’s petition de- 
clares. Added paper work in ex- 
changes would tack on another 
$200,000 annually since Col. would 
be compelled to switeh over to in- 
dividual pic sales from its eurrent 
block-booking methods, Additional 
cost at the company’s h.o. where 
duplicate records are kept of all ex- 
change operations would mean 
another $100,000 per year, petition 
alleges. 

United Artists, this week, joined 


Columbia and U in a petition for a | 


stay filed by its lawyers, O’Brien, 
Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler. UA 
asked delay on all provisos affecting 
it, claiming it would. suffer “tre- 
mendous hardship” if reversal of 


the decree requires it to undo the | 


new sales system. 
Under the decree, it’s argued by 


Columbia, PRC, Monogram and Re- | 


public are unfettered by selling reg- 
ulations and have been accorded 
thereby an unfair advantage over 
Columbia. These companies, petition 
says, “produce types of motion pic- 
tures which actively compete against 
a substantial part of the product 
produced by Columbia.” 

Slowdown on licensing pix be- 
cause of decree’s “cumbersome” pro- 
cedure will tie up added working 
capital of the company, Columbia 
asserts. This will force the company 
to seek considerable. refinancing 
from banks, it’s said. Moreover, a 


reversal by the Supreme Court is | 


well within the possibilities and 
would mean unnecessary expense of 
tooling up for the new method and 
then dropping it again to revert to 
the old. 

Petition was prepped by Louis 
(Schwartz &) Frohlich. 


‘Years’ --‘GWTW’ 
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siderably in the eight years since the 

Selznick epic was released and as 

against the $1 that was being 

charged for it, Goldwyn is getting 

$1.50 in some spots and $1.80 in most. 

Lowest scale is Pittsburgh's $1.40. 
Same Terms as ‘Wind’ 

As for terms, “Years” is equalling 
those obtained by “GWTW.” Gold- 
wyn has gone in mostly for deals by 
which he leases houses—so mini- 
mum admish can be set—with re- 
sult that he gets around 70% of the 
gross. 
dopting a Selznick technique by 
Sxing exhibs for 70°, but guaran- 
teeing them a profit on their opera- 
tion equal to 10 or 1242% of the 
gross. 

“Years” is also Satisfying the 
third factor in any effort to pile up 
playing time. While pic has had 
engagements only in small houses, 
which do not give a completely ac- 
curate idea of its h.o. potential, long 
runs have prevailed everywhere it 


has opened, coupled with surpris- | 


ing staying powers in that b.o. re- 
turns slide off very little or not at 
all from week to week. Academy 
awards last week are expected to 
give a still further fillip to grosses. 


be compelled to | 


In a number of spots he's | 


To Support Coast: 


i 


} 

In a move to enlist financial and | 
moral aid from American Federa- | 
tion of Labor locals in the New | 
York area, three reps from the Con- | 
ference of Studio Unions in Holly- | 
wood launched the first of a series} 
of meetings in the east last Friday | 
(14) to defend the CSU's role in 
the seven-month old West Coast 
jurisdictional strike. Before a group 
of about 15 N. Y. union officials, | 
the CSU members repeated accusa- 
tions that the film producers, the 
International Alliance of the The- 
atrical Stage Employees and Los 
Angeles police were engaged in an 
alleged conspiracy to smash striking 
AFL unions. 

A 20-minute film, taken by ama-| 
teur photogs on the picket lines be- | 
fore the studio gates, was screened ! 
during the meeting in‘order to sub- | 


| 


stantiate charges made by CSU reps | division with two out of three win- 


concerning “police violence, gang- 
ster terror, mass arrests, conspiracy 
charges for picketing and every 
form. of employer terror and _ in- 
timidation.” J. L. Nisbett, heading 
the CSU delegation including Walter 
R. Scheibel and Edward J. Smith, 
} announced that further meetings in 
| Brooklyn and Queens would be held 
| this week. 

| Among unions attending the Fri- 
|day meeting were the International 
| Assn. of Machinists and Brotherhood 
|of Painters, both of whose Holly- 
| wood locals are part of the CSU 
| setup. Nisbett disclosed that the 
| IAM had been donating $3,000 per 
, week to the CSU strike chest. Louis 
| Weinstock, leader of the Painters 
lunion, pledged $10,000 and recom- 
| mended that locals, sympathetic to 
CSU cause, tax individual members 
| $1 to aid the strike. 





‘Carnegie’ World Preem 


Far Afield to Porto Rico dition to those handed to Olivier and 


| While plans were set this week for 
| a world preem of Boris Morres- 
William LeBaron’s “Carnegie Hall” 
| at the Paramount theatre, San Juan, 
| Porto Rico, April 8, opinion was 
| still divided on policy for domestic 
release. 
charge of sales, Sam Dembow, Jr., 
| were holding out for roadshowing, 
'while United Artists distrib chief 
Grad Sears favored more experi- 
mentation with normal playoff 
policy. 

Deal for the Porto Rico preem was 
set in New York by Ramos Cobian, 
operator of the circuit which in- 
cludes the Par. 


iU. S. Department of War trailed in 


Morros and his v.p. in| 

















‘Oscar’ Awards 
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best musical score of a dramatic pic- 
ture: Daniel Mandell, best film edi- 
tor; Fredric March, as top player in 
the Goldwyn picture, and Harold 
Russell, the handless war veteran 
who scored twice, taking home an 
Osear as the best supporting actor 
and a special award on general prin- 
ciples. 

Anne Baxter, for her work in the 
20th-Fox picture, “The Razor's 
Edge,” won the other major Oscar 
as the best supporting actress ol 
1946 

RKO, by virtue of its distribution | 
of “The Best Years of Our Lives,” 
led the studios in awards with a 
total of nine. Metro finished second 
with seven; 20th-Fox ran third with | 
five; Columbia and Warners and | 
United Artists tied for fourth place 
with two apiece, and Paramount, 
Universal - International, and_ the 





| 


with one each. 
English Entries 
England barged into the writing | 





iners. Clemence Dane took the nod | 
'for the best original picture story, | 
“Vacation from Marriage,” made by 
|London Films in England and dis- | 
|tributed here by Metro and regis- | 
tered as a point for Culver City. The 
other British winners in the literary 
set were Muriel and Sydney Box, 
lwho collaborated on the best original 
screenplay for “The Seventh Veii,” 
a J. Arthur Rank-Sydney Box-Ortus 
production, released in the U. S 
through Universal-International 
Laurence Olivier, one .of the en- 
tries in the best actor division, was 
among the also-rans as a thesp, but 
won a special award for his all- 
around work in the uplift of screen 
drama, especially for the British 
filming of Shakespeare’s powerful 
old drama, “Henry V.” Olivier’s 
| long-distance Oscar was the first on 
l\the Academy program, making him 
the leader in at least one respect. 
Special awards held an important 
spot in the Oscar shindig. In ad- 





Harold Russell, a junior statuette 
was bestowed on Claude Jarman, 
Jr., the kid who acted so much like a 
kid in “The Yearling.” The pres- 
entation was made by Shirley Tem- 
ple who was a pretty good kid 
|actress herself in the not-so-old days 








isplit three 











credited to Morris Stoloff, for his 
work on the Columbia production, 
“Jolson Story.” Friedhofer romped 
in with “Best Years” as the top 
scorer of a dramatic film, as above- 
detailed, ° 

Photography, without which there 
would be no Hollywood, offered two 
Oscars. Arthur Miller took the 
black-and-white prize for his lens- 
ing of the 20th-Fox picture, “Anna 


jand the King of Siam.” Statuette for 


the best camera work in color was 
ways among Charles 
Rosher, Leonard Smith and Arthur 
Arling, who tinted the filming of 
“The Yearling” for Metro. 

Hollywood's yearly back-slapping 
jamboree, officially known as the 
19th Annual Awards of the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 
was held miles away from Holly- 
wood and Vine in a huge downtown 
Los Angeles structure known as the 
Shrine Civic Auditorium. It seats 
about 6,500 customers at one sitting, 
which was the chief reason for the 
removal of the Oscar Derby from 
its town track. 

Dressy Derby 

From a standpoint of attendance 
it was the most successful of all such 
gatherings, and from a standpoint of 
style it was the most dressed-up, 
with male white ties and tails look- 
ing drab beside the ermines, sables, 
coiffures and jewels on the distaff 
side. The production outside the 
theatre was in the colossal class, 
with batteries of searchlights sur- 
rounding the whole block and giving 
out with beams of varied tints, like 
a Technicolor picture. Inside the 
house, the newspaper writers and 
photographers didn’t think it was so 
gorgeous. The camera Boys were 
herded deep down into the dungeons 
below the stage and told to do 
their stuff there, or else. The 
writers did their literary chores in 
a subterranean room which they 
shared with a flock of musicians who 
were tuning up their fiddles. There 
were gripes among the writers and 
photographers, who contended that 
the chief purpose of the Oscar 
Derby is to showcase Hollywood to 
the world at large, and not to the 
6,500 customers inside the house or 
to the 5,000 non-paying guests who 
crowded the bleachers and adjacent 
pavements to get a free ogle. 





[ before she grew out of rompers into 
formal gowns. 
Music Masters 


| -Harry Warren and Johnny Mer- 
leer rattled into musical Oscaritis 
| with their railroad tune, “The Atchi- 
| son, Topeka and Santa Fe,” desig- 
nated as the best ofiginal song for a 
motion picture, “The Harvey Girls.” 
Best scoring for a tunefilm was ac- 











| 


Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, March 18. 
Max King bought screen rights to 
ithe song, “Any Time,” cleffed by 
| Richard Loring and John Blackburn, 
for inclusion in his indie picture, 
“Killer Dill.” . . . Republic inked 
| Broderick Crawford, Henry Travers, 
Blanche Yurka and Hattie McDaniels 
for “The Outcast,” to be produced 
land directed by John Auer ,.. First 
|production by Triangle, the Mary 





mento river. . - Harry Rosenthal 
draws a key role in “The Big Clock,” 
which John Farrow is directing for 
Paramount. . . . Walt Disney signed 
Bobby Driscoll and Luana Patten for 
featured roles in “Pecos Bill,” anim- 
action film starring Roy Rogers... . 
Robert Siodmak checked in from the 
east to start production on the Joan 
Fontaine starrer, “Thunder on the! 
Hill,” at U. 

Tom Morahan, British artist who 





| Pickford-Buddy Rogers-Ralph Cohn 
|combo, will be “Sleep My Love,” 
|slated for an early May start... 
| Victor Fleming and Richard checked | 
|into Hal Roach lot to start prelimin- 
lary work on “Joan of Lorraine,” | 
with Walter Wanger producing and 
|Ingrid Bergman in the title role .. . 
| Metro switched titles from “Cynthia's 
|Secret” to “Dark Illusion.” .. .| 
“That's My Man” is the final tag on | 
‘the Frank Borzage production at 
| Republic, variously known as “Gal- | 
‘fant Man” and “That Man of Mine.” 

Barton MacLané inked by Warners 
for heavy role in “Treasure of the 
Sierra Madre.” ... Mabel Paige 
comedy role in the Lucille Ball- | 
Franchot Tone _ co-starrer, “Her 
Husband's Affairs,” produced by 
Raphael Hakim for Columbia. ..Par- | 
‘amount loaned Milton Krims to 20th 
to screenplay Kenneth Roberts novel. 
\“Lydia Bailey,” for production by 
Sol Siegel .. . RKO gave the go sign 





and Phil Ryan producing. 
Mark Hellinger sent second unit 
troupe to Sacramento for three! 


| weeks’ background shooting for his | 


U-I feature, “Brute Force,” part of | 
which is localed along the Sacra-| 


designed Old Bailey sets for the 
Selznick production, “Paradine 
Case,” left for England, and his Hol- 
lywood chore as art director on the 
picture was taken over by Joseph M. 
Johnson, production designer. . . . | 
Robert Sterling checks in at RKO 
for key role in “The White Swamp,” 
produced by Bert Granet. . . . Mil- 
ton Raison returned to Pine-Thomas 


| after 2,400-mile tour on motor truck 
'to collect material for “Speed to 


Spare,” film about reckless driving. 

. Lloyd Bacon signed Ber Don- 
nell to ride a bicycle on a tight wire 
stretched across a sector of the 
Grand Canyon as a stunt for “Night- 
mare Alley” Robert Golden 
collected background shots in New 


| Orleans, San Frarcisco and Chicago 


for use in “Eddie and Mike,” to be 


| filmed by Golden Productions. 


Paramount bought screen rights to 
“Jed Blaine’s Woman,” novel of early 


| California, authored by Evelyn Well 
lto “Fighting Father Dunne,” with | A ns 7 


|Pat O’Brien playing the name role | 


Alice Tyrell and Paul Lees, 
newcomers, draw top roles. in 


'“Smooth Sailing,” two-reel Techni- 


color musical, at Paramount. 
Dorothy Lamour wound up her role 
in “Road to Rio,” her fifth “Road” 
picture with Bing Crosby and Bob 
Hope at Paramount. 








90th’s Mex Chain 


Continued from page 5 


American representatives stays on 
under a 10-year contract as general 
manager for Credito. Another sur- 
prise element in sale was fact that 
William C. Jenkins was expected to 
be purchaser of 20th’s interest, 
which would have given him con- 
trol of 85% of all theatres in Mex- 
ico, At one time 20th had tried to 
buy Jenkins’ circuit but later cocked 
an ear to his bid when sellout 
loomed to unload Rodriguez's chain 
interest. 

Credito, now a major exhibition 
firm, has capital of 30,000,000 pesos 
with sponsorship of production at 
Tepeyac Studios and handling of 
large distribution concern under its 
wing. Topflight industrialists of 
country are listed on board of di- 
rectors and interested in company, 
including Luis Montes, De Oca 
Francisco, Javier Gaxiola, Aaron 
Saenz, Jesus Grovas, Miguel Zaca- 
rias, Alfonso Diaz, Garza Bernabe 
Del Valle, Alfonso Cerrillo, Manuel 
Echeverria and Juan F. Azcarate, 
and General Abelardo Rodriguez, 
ex-president of Mexico. 




















Skouras’ Trip 


Continued from page 3 


trip to survey the company’s field 
setup, standing by in New York at 
Skouras’ suggestion. Rodney Bush, 
exploitation chief, who was to have 
accompanied him, however, left 
Monday (17) night to meet exhibi- 
tors, survey local theatre and ad 
conditions as applying to 20th-Fox’s 
new point-of-sale advertising, etc. 
Schlaifer plans setting up the cam- 
paign for “Gentleman’s Agreement,” 
since this is being released this sea- 
son instead of next year as origin- 
ally planned. Besides the intensive 
campaign on this film, he also will 
map ad-publicity for “Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band,” reissue soon to open 
at the N. Y. Roxy. Schlaifer origin- 
ally planned visiting Atlanta, Char- 
lotte, Jacksonville and Miami, and 
will take this trek and visit other 
keys later. 
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JANET AMES £ 


COLUMBIA PICTURES 


presents 


ROSALIND MELVYN 


RUSSELL - DOUGLAS 


WW : 


¢ (juilt of Janet Ames 


with 91D CAESAR® BETSY BLAIR 
NINA FOCH 


Screenplay by Lovello MacFarlane, Allen Rivkin, Devery Freeman 


Directed by HENRY LEVIN 


























Brandt Leases New Union, N. J, 
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Deluxe House; Other Exchange Notes 


Harry Brandt, New York circuit 
operator, has signed a 21-year lease 
with Chestor Manor, Inc., for a new 
1.200-seat theatre to be erected in 


Union, N. J. Theatre building, in 
addition to offices and stores, will 
include a special television audi- 


torium being constructed in the 
lounge which will accommodate some 
200 people. Special television equip- 
ment will also be instailed in the 
theatre proper for special events 


Brand interests will be associated 
‘1 the venture with Fred Falkn: 
Ne J y exhib. Berk & K 


‘ented the deal. 


Theatre Sold 


gold a 
S 


Evanston, fMil., 


Chicag: 
Stadium Theatre Bldg.. Evansto 
fll. whieh houses an indie 1.485- 


seater, was sold last week for $275,- 
000 by Nerthwestern University to 
Mr. and Mrs, Theodore Brandt and 
Mr. and Mrs. Leopold Fisher. New 
owners will not remodel theatre 
but will alter rest of the building 
to provide additional office space. 





Tri-States’ $1,000 Safety Prize 

Des Moines. 
G. Raiph Branton, general man- 
ager of Tri-States Theatre Corp 
announced a prize of $1,000 will be 
given by the corporation for the 
best safety campaign put forth iv 
any city in Iowa during the period 
between April 1 and Aug. 31, 1947. 


The Junior Chambers of Commerce | 


throughout Towa have agreed to 
spearhead the campaign, not only in 


the towns in which they are located | 


but also in the surrounding terri- 
tory. The prize money which the 
winning town receives is to be spent 
for improvement of safety in that 
particular city. 





Phil Williams’ AMPA Job 

Phil Williams, who has been ac- 
tive in affairs of Associated Motion 
Picture Advertisers, has been named 
general chairman for AMPA’s 30th 
anni dinner dance to be held April 
23 at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. Com- 
mittee in charge of the affair hud- 


died last week with Rutgers Neil- 
son, AMPA prexy, who appointed 
Williams to chairman job. AMPA 


is prepping a souvenir journal to be 
issued in connection with the din- 
ner-dance. 


Waugh to Run Memphis Park 
Memphis. 
Howard Waugh, former zone man- 
ager for Warner Bros., who managed 
the Fairgrounds Amusement 
last season for the city of Memphis, 


has again been retained. A number | 


of new concessions and 
ments have been added. 
Bob Snyder Out of FC in Cleve. 
Cleveland. 
Robert Snyder resigned as branch 
manager for Screen Guild and Film 
Classics to handle road shows and 
foreign films for the Albert Deze! 
Co. Replaced by Sammy Weiss. who 
Was branch manager for PRC in St. 
Louis and also with PRC in Cin- 
cinnati. 


Dan McGregor transferred from 


improve- 


Portland. Ore., office to Cleveland | 
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OUTDOOR row 
REFRESHMENT Now Specializing 


CONCESSIONAIRES Yat Refreshment 
rom Coast to Coast Concessions for 


geass DRIVE-IN THEATRES 


SPORTSERVICE, Inc. Jacoes PROS. 
HURST BLDG. BUFFALO..N. Y. 




























DEALERS! ARRANGE 4OW FOR 


FIRE WORKS 


FOR THE HOLIDAY TRADE! 










Ne ure distributors for every 

sind of fireworks; catering to 

jobbers and retail outlets. 
WHOLESALE ONLY. 


ACME SALES CO.., Inc. 
~, Dept. V—Bex 53—Station D ¥ 
Atlanta, Ga. 
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branch of RKO as latter’s new field 
exploitation — rep. Replaced Pete 
Bathory, who quit to jOin an ad 


agency on the eve of his transfer to 
Portiand. 


Sun, Shows Kept in 2 Penna. Towns 
Easton, Pa 
permanent injunc- 


tneatre owne in 


Petitions for 
tions to restrain 
Northan ptol ang 


re iron 


Hellertow nea 
operating Sunda film 
denied last eek b 
Judge William A. Frack here. Pet 
made by ministe1 

,; 8roups in the two towns who co 
| tended that tine 


how wel 


electio: held 1 


Harrington RKO Dallas Mer. 
Dalla: 

Lenwood Harrington, former nort!] 
Texas and Dallas salesman for RKO 
named manager of local ex- 
change, replacing C. J. Wheele 
Wheeler returns to Houston wher: 


sales 


he will become south Texas sales 
mal Harold Wilson will fill Ha 
ringto! lormer post 


U’s New St. Leo Offices 
St. Louis 
A three-way switch in quarters on 
film row wit result next week whet 
Universal exchange moves into new 
quarters here at Compton and Olive 
streets Republic’s local exchange 
will occupy the quarters vacated by 
Universal and the PRC-Eagle Lion 
exchange will move into Universal's 
older building 
Lew Carroll, 


new publicity man 


| 





special assignments in syndicates | 
and news wire services. He replaces 
Ralph Ober who's joined U’s field | 
exploitation forces with h.q. in 
Dallas. David Susskind. another of 
U's flacks, has stepped out to join 
Century Artists, Ltd. 


Cowen Back After Operation 


Albany. 
Larry Cowen back on job as up- 


| State director of publicity for Fabian 


Circuit and manager of Proctor’s, 
rroy, afer six weeks’ hospitalization 


|in New York City and St. Peters- 


for local RKO Radio exchange, vice | 


| Hugh McKenzie, now transferred to 
| Cincinnati 
Ray Colvin, head of Exhibitors’ 


Supply Co., spending a month in Hot 
| Springs, Ark., trying to relieve his 
ij arthritis 

J. B. Carseall@n resigned as St 

Louis city salesman for UA and has 

gone to Charlotte, N. C. He's been 
succeeded by Chick Schuefiler, who 
also doubles as office manager. 


RKO’'s New Pitt Bldg. 
Pittsburgh. 

RKO moved into a new building 
on Film Rew that’s been under con- 
| struction for last 18 
all completed except screening room, 
which won't be ready for another 
six months. 
RKO headquarters 

Theatres at Carolina and Idamay, 
W. Va., Operated for several years 
by Mr 


j; leased by BE. W. Spencer, of Fair- 
mont, John DeVaul, recreation 
| building manager at Idamay, and 


Don Shultz, manager of Lee in Fair- 
mont. Spencer and Shultz also leased 
the State in Grant Town, which has 
been run for 14 years by John Urse, 
who continues in exhibition at the 
Eastland in Fairmont. Shultz. ex- 
manager with WB circuit. has joined 


‘in another’ exhibition enterprise. 
| With Mrs. C. Roy, owner, he has 
|opened the Allegheny in Harmon, 


formerly a “portable circuit” house 
operated by the Mountain State cir- 
cuit of Elkins. 

Bert Stearn. head of Cooperative 
Theatres. indie booking outfit. ex- 
pected back on job here this month. 
He’s now convalescing in Atlantic 
City after a heart attack suffered 
while driving to Cleveland about 
eight weeks ago. In meantime, Harry 
Hendel, local exhib. has gone to 
Hollywood to sit in on production of 
first indie film he. Stearn and Mau- 
lrice Kohn are producing. 


Sam Sobel’s PRC Spot 

Sam Sobel has been appointed 
west coast sales supervisor for PRC 
He formerly was owner of the PRC 
franchise in San Francisco and be- 
came the company's Coast district 
manager when 1 
picked up. Sam Milner, PRC branch 
| manager in Los Angeles, succeeds 
!Sobel to the district managership. 
| Milner’s post. in turn, will be filled 
by George Lefko. formerly on the 
Warner Bros. sales staff 








Jeff Livingston Joins U 
Jeff Livingston. formerly with the 
J. Arthur Rank. organization on 
loanout to United Artists has 
| switched to Universal's flackery with 
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PRC is taking over old | 


and Mrs. Charles E, Warner, | 


| 
| 


the franchise was | 


| 


{ 


durg. Fla. He underwent an opera- 


tion in N. Y. for a vascular ailment. | 


It started with an infected big toe. 
Miss Kay Mulholland acted as man- 
ager at Proctor’s during Cowen’'s 


iY 
iD ¢ 


Bob Kaufmann to New Haven 
Ne Have. | 
Bob Kaufmann is now eadquar- 
> t local 20th-Fox in charge of 
f N H A] 
\ > We te 0) 
) Fox ere ( PR 
Sa Ss i! I nis ter \ 


Nashua State’s Facelift 
Nashua, N. H 
With $75,000 earmarked for re- 
nodeling M. A. Shea’s State theatre 
ere, facelifting already has started 
with hope that it will be completed 


by April 15 Operated by James- 
town Amus. Co., house will acquire 
| new } rondit mir ‘ ' } 
new type irques ther in 


provements 





Johnstons‘ OrEse 


Continued from 





page 5 





vorce or an 
be screened. 


unhappy home life to 


On the other hand 
that freedom of 


Johnston said 
expression is more 
important now than ever before on 
the screen. According to him only 
about 10% of the potential foreign 
market has been tapped, with great 
possibilities for 
Producers must remember, 
however, that films are the 
man’s entertainment 
nade with thi 
Johnston will meet with  pro- 
ducers on the various lots to give 
them a complete picture of the sit- 
uation and the trouble looming 
ahead unless good taste and moral 
aren't met more squarely. 
Johnston's attitude understood to be 
that the individua] producer is gen- 
erally responsible for breaking of 
the PCA code and it is the individ- 
ual producer's integrity which goes 
into making up of 
dustry attitude toward the 
Johnston has guaranteed 
of the screen” as long as hé holds 
the saddle spot with the Motion 
Picture Association, but he does 
feel that all 
of do’s and don'ts in 


expansion- abroad 
always 
pool 
and should be 


factor in mind 


morals or taste. The code, he be- 
lieves, is still sound, but producers | 
must be reminded of the serious- | 
ness of the situation. Several films 
now up for PCA approval must be 
cleansed before the Breen office 
will greenlight their distribution, 


which is another reason for John- | 
ston’s itinerary through various 
lots Trouble ahead, plus recent | 


outbreaks and attacks against Holly- 
wood, indicate gravity of the posi- 
tion in which the industry finds it- 
self and only by getting at the root 
of difficulties here can _ pictures 
hope for freedom of screen. ac- 
cording to Johnston. 

















Rank Dinner 


ame continued from page 3 





the overall in- | 
public. } 
“freedom | 


producers are aware | 
making film | 
fare which will not offend public 


to Ask Contracts From All 
Filmers After Membership Drive 


+ Winding up its one-year organiza- 
tion and membership drive, the east- 
ern chapter of the Screen Directors 
Guild will ask the majors, along with 





| Negro Ban 


Continued from page 2? =e 


Rhodes Howard Uni- 
versity, Washington, D. C.: Dr. Alan 
Reddick, curator of the Schomburg 


Ollection of the N. Y. Publie Li 











and educational film- 


makers, this week to recognize it and 


commercial 


scholar from 


ink standard collective 
While no op 


bargaining 


contracts position is 





expected from the majo. ince the 
‘4 oe ‘ —_ 
yrary; Henrietta Buckmaster. a Or |pacts are almost id 3 ta thace 
of “Deep River’: and Kenneth Sp vhich the SDG ) t Coast, 
< t ing yf ) ttle evelor 
cer. feat ed player Bataal and omething of a ba l ci op 
“cy . , ; in the non-theatric e| since it 
Showboat Sam Wanamaker. cur- ; 

the first time the torv of 

rently pposile Ingrid Bergmar n |, ; f ‘ ‘ 
' ANStIG $ ae it brancl od } lirec- 

Joal ol Lorra en Ce ( i are See oO 


Wage scalk ‘oast ne 


ployment of directo ‘ feati r 
‘Coercion’ on Line? the 


? 
National intended for the majo n 


pacts 


Broadway managers have callecé! the east. The scale for industrial pix 
Equity’s attention to several peti- ,'s about 20% lower ue that for 
; . educational filn j lotted in still 
tions circulated among casts. of at ‘ : : 

: lower bracket. Novel feature in the 
hows ‘ Ss } av: st al s-aring ° . , 1 

Ww protesting again appe in theatrical contract whic will be 
in Washington because of the cus- | adopted by both easte1 ind western 
tom of barring admission to Ne- chapters is a proviso itil , new 

wor tect ( rocroy * 
groes category {o1 { 11 t who 
nencetortn ll b € < ( the 

Showme! 

. , amie pay is eru ( 
oerTrcio!l ol tne part ol ome play 
: ; , Ir tnis regart 1] oO tea tpova 
e! with the idea of virtually fore ; ‘ ‘ tae 
spokesman for the SDG that the 


Equityites who are hesi- 


tant about participating in the color 


ing othe: 
majors have recently 


truncated 


dropped the 


screen tests for players 


line campaign to signature the pe- 
: ee ee hy which ran to 300-400 feet In the 
titions Managers think that actor 
past year or two, test nave grown 
who oppose appearances in the ’ : 
tal 7 ; into one-ree| production costing 
capital because of segregation can-,. |. ; 
' $3,000-$4,000, and requiring expert 
not give their best performances 


directorial touche 
Full membership meeting of the 
eastern chapter was held last night 
(Tues.) in New York for pro forma 
ratification of affiliation between the 
St. Loo Refund Ordinance two branches of the SDG 

St. Louis, March 18 ilast step in lengthy 

An ordinance sponsored by the} which culminated ovet 
National Assn for Advancement of | on the Coast, when 
Colored People, making it a misde-| attorney for the 
meanor for the operator of any thea-| met with Mabel Walke: 


| there 


+ 


at the 


Despite picketing, busines 
National theatre in D. C 
continues to be excellent 


Meet was 
negotiations 
the weekend 
Irving Levine, 
eastern chapter, 
Willebrandt, 


tre or similar amus. spot to refuse to SDG’s Coast lawyer, to finalize pa- 
refund the price of ducats if such’ pers. Attending that huddle were 
refunds are requested 24 or more George Stevens, Coast guild prexy, 


and J. P. McGowan, exec secretary. 

Deal calls for the division of the 
country, with the Coast outfit having 
jurisdiction of all following 
and the 


mountain and Coast 


hours in advance of the perform- 
ance for which the ducats were pur- 
chased, was passed by the Board of 
Aldermen last week 

The bill is aimed at the American, 


sectors 


time 


,sole legiter here, which has been/|eastern branch the balance of the 
| picketed nearly all of the current) U. S. Canadian meggers are. included 


the eastern 
Present membership of the eastern 
chapter totals 118 directors 


because of alleged discrimi- | in 
nation towards Negro customers who 
are not permitted on the main floor 


season chapter 











| New York Theatres 











aenemaneaenn 


ANN SHERIDAN 


In Warner Bros. New Hit 


“NORA PRENTISS” 


Ce-Starring 


Kent SMITH © Bruce BENNETT 





Teresa Wright ® Robert Mitchum 


“PURSUED” 


with 
Judith Anderson 
Alan Hale 
And introducing 
dohu Rodnes 


ee 


Dean Jagger 














Robert ALDA |f Produced by United States Pictures 
Directed by Vincent Sherman j vee Warners 
WARNERS' 
B‘way at 51 St. HOLLYWOOD | LOUIS PRIMA 
And His Orchesira 
| BROADWAY WAKNERS’ 
|| AT ate street STRAND 








DANA ANDREWS in 


“BOOMERANG” 


Oth Century-Fox Victure 


Plus on Stage—PHIL REGAN 
KATHERINE DUNHAM 
ERNESTO LECUONA 
——_- ED SULLIVAN SID CARSAR 









Association, will be in active charge 
of arrangements. 

Significance being attached to the 
dinner—designed in part to recipro- 
cate for a similar function tossed 
by Rank for Johnston in England 


| last fall—is evident in the fact that. 


because of it, the MPA prez is aban- 
doning his plan to attend the inter- 
national trade conference at Geneva 
starting April 10. Johnston had at- 


tached great importance to. the 
Geneva meeting as a means of be- 
laying some of the worldwide re 


strictions facing American pix. 

Also because of the dinner, John- 
ston will not issue the usual presi- 
t's report at the annual meeting 
of the MPA March 31 The 
ment ordinarily contained in the 


Waldorf 


ie! 
ctate- 
ef. 


port will be made at the 


tivitie 

Rank arrives in the U. S. May 7. 
Dinner will be held a few days 
ater. with the date not definitely 
et Johnston, currently on the 

Coast. will rematmthere until next 
week and then stay east until the 
‘Kank dinner, j 
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LAWFORD - BURANTE son] Laraine DAY - Brian AHERNE 


Robert MITCHUM-Gene RAYMOND 
‘THE LOCKET' “s2.x"° 























e eo 4 a Lon ON SCREEN IN PERSON 
oe if x Thurs. Mar. 20 Sheld 
BLAZE HUMPHREY , wees a 
ad Extra! 
of NOoNn”’ ee | ‘Sangwrien 
= on On Parade’ 
Bway & ‘DEAD 
R Iv Oo L l 49th St. RECKONING Vins OTHERS 











RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL___ |THE ACADEMY AWARD PICTURE 
eteller Center ¢| WINNER OF 9 ACADEMY AWARDS 


RONALD COLMAN in - 9: y~— . 
lhe BEST Years 


“THE LATE GEORGE APLEY” 2 
introducing PEGGY CUMMINS 


\ 20th Century-Fox Picture + 


of Our’ Lives’ 
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NBC is pleased and proud that its ‘afhliates garnered 31 plaques 
and citations when Variety passed out Showmanagement honors 


last week. Like this, but clearly: 


KSTP, Minneapolis. 0006 ccevveceses “Imagination in Promotion” 

Wes LOUVENE: 6.0 6-5 bbw aad Hens “Responsibility to the Community’ 
WKY, Oklahoma City... .20.....00. “Expanding Radio’s Social? Usefulness” 
WNBC, New York...... Gs Gubie dma “How to Run a Radio Station” 
Weis AOR 6 do RETA 6 05D sab cop :08 “Fostering Racial Understanding’ 


And 26 Showmanagement citations went to 25 NBC stations... 


while American Tobacco’s Mr. Benny took a special bow. 


NBC also salutes all other stations and persons whose contribu- 


tions to radio were recognized in the Variety awards and citations. 


A Service of Radic 
Corporation of America 
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FCC Gives Hubbard 


3 Days To File 


New KSTP Bid—Without AVCO Strings 


Washington, March 18, *% 


Letting it be known, in effect. 
the FCC does not 
Corp. to operate prize station KSTP. 
St. Paul, the 


prise 


that 


want Aviation 


Commission in a sur- 


move today (Tues.) announced 


it was not going to approve the 


pending applications eithe of Sta- 
Manager Stanley Hubbard or ol 
aN sinessm«¢ » Dl 
KSTP 
Tt ( ( ea n 1 d 
ca lecide Vv € the 
Thu av (20) in order to 
cont it a deadline on tha 
date if a contract between H ippard 
and the station's trustees giving him 
the right of first refusal to purchase 
KSTP 
Effect of today’s announcement is 
to give Hubbard three days in which 
‘You Can’t Do That!’ 
Washington, March 18 
NBC was interested in financ- 
ing the purchase of KSTP by the 
station’s manager Stanley” Hub- 


bard but was warned off by 
FCC Chairman Charles R. Den- 
nv. Jr.. it was learned here Fri- 
day (28). 

Testifying at the Commission 
on his bid to buy KSTP, Hubbard 
said he first made a deal with 
NBC but didn’t go through with 
it on the recommendation of the 
FCC chairman. Denny told Hub- 
bard the FCC wouldn't look too 
kindly on the network’s moving 
in on KSTP since NBC already 
owned six standard broadcast 
stations. 

This policy is in line with that 
already reported in Variety but 
never officially confirmed by the 
Commission—namely, FCC isn't 
going to put a rule on the books 
but six is the top number of AM 
stations (as in FM) that any one 
party can have. 





= 





to file a-new application showing he 
can swing the purchase, at $825,000. 
without. giving AVCO an option to 
buy. Hubbard advised the FCC he 
thought he could arrange the financ- 
ing. Apparently FCC would have no 


objection to Hubbard obtaining 
either an outright loan, with no 
strings attached, from AVCO or 
loans from Twin Cities business 
groups. 

Unless Hubbard can, however, 
make a new financing deal within 


three days which will meet FCC ap- 
proval, he must compete with other 
applicants in an open hearing for 
the station’s purchase. 

FCC wound up a two-day hearing 
last Friday (15) on the two pending 
bids for KSTP. 

Principal concern of both FCC and 
the Twin Cities business men was 
Hubbard’s plan to resell KSTP to 
AVCO between six and_= seven 
months after he got FCC approval! 
to his own purchase. A _ surprise 
climax to the hearing was the an- 
nouncement by the ‘Twin Cities 
group that they would drop out of 


' Drier and George C 





Harold Fair to NAB? 


Fair, long-time program 
director of WHO, Des Moines, is one 
of several men prominently men- 
tioned to head up NAB’s new Pro- 
gram Department. 


Harold 


Fair has done several chores for 
NAB in the past and holds several 
awards for excellence in program- 
ming at WHO 


cle Oil Sampling 


Trio al Spielers : 


Sun Oil Co.. 
Lowell 
6345-7 


slot. has narrowed the field 


ch has been “audi- 


tioning” " Siseiiniia! 


for the 


successor 
NBC 
down t 
Banghart, 


arson Putnam 


cross-the-board 


- 


) 


three men—Ken Alex 


In arriving at a decision for the 
final choice, Sun Oil will 
the three gabbers in key 
a five-week trial period, 
E. Hooper organization 
make a special sur@ey on each. 
Banghart will go to Boston, prio 
to Detroit and Putnam to Baltimore. 

Trial period wiil last from 
March 24 to April 25, at which time 
decision based on Hooper tallies will 
be made, for a fal? tee-off. 


CBS WITHDRAWS ITS 
MINNEAPOLIS FM BID 


farm out 
markets for 
with the C 
lined up to 


Washington, March 18. 
CBS has yanked an FM bid in be- 
; half of its o. and o. statien WCCO, 


Minneapolis, in order to 
next June for one of the 
channels reserved for use in the 
Washington, D. C. metropolitan area, 
beginning July 1. 

The network made the choice be- 
tween Minneapolis and the nation’s 
capital to conform with FCC's ruling 
limiting one company to ownership 
of only six FM stations throughout 
the country. 

CBS has three FM’s on the air in 
New York, Chi and Los Angeles and 
is awaiting FCC decision on‘a re- 
quest for an FM affiliate for WEEI, 
Boston. 

What threw a monkey-wrench 
into the net’s original plans, how- 
ever, was a recent FCC decision that 
the FM outlet run by WAPI, Bir- 
mingham, had to be considered as a 
CBS property. This saddled the net 


compete 
two FM 











Director of KLZ Programs 
% rnc 
¥ n eng ES ROBERTS 
close student ol radio 
echniques, Charles Roberts came 
through the ranks as announcei 
actor: now directs more than 
score live KLZ programs 
ee er KLZ, DENVER. 











Mutual's 5 0 Clock 


;so he thought. 


|sistant director of MBS advertising, | that several BBC producers have 

promotion and research, was that |been accepting graft. rumors are 
“Shadow” Hooper in Blue Coal |flying here that some of the top | 
cities climbed from 13.2 Feb. 2, to|producers are getting prepared to 
14.4 Feb, 16, to 16.9 March 3, a rat- | resign. 

| ing gain of 3.7. Share-of-audience | Several producers are known to 


with a sixth FM station and meant it | 


could not bid in Washington unless 
(Continued on page $ 38) 





‘Shadow’ Shaves 
Off Competition 


“Is a 15.0 rating a ‘never-never 
land’ for daytime network shows?” 
asked Mutual’s Edgar Kobak. Not 
So he took the net’s 
top-rated 5 o'clock Sunday after- 
noon show, “The Shadow,” got one 
of its three sponsors and the spon- | 
sor’s agency to stir up a little hypo | 


ec 





—and came up with the highest | 
rating in the show’s history for an 
exclusive Mutual airing. 


Injections to stimulate the rating 
were mapped in late January when 
Prexy Kobak wrote affiliates in 
Blue Coal (Delaware, Lackawanna 
& Western) Hooper cities detailing 
plan to make Feb. 16 and March 2 
airings “two of the best shows in 








‘Shadow’ history” and asking sta- | 
tions to give dates buildup with | 
courtesy spots and printed ads. 
Blue Coal agency, Ruthrauff & | 
Ryan, supplied mats and copy. 
Result. reported Hal Coulter, as- | 


gained 7.6 in same period. 

“Shadow’'s” last combined rating | 
(Feb. 16) was only 11.3—still tops, | 
however, on the Sunday daytime | 
parade. 

Test hypoing, said Coulter, “proves 
once again that a low-cost program | 
can gain a large audience on Mutual | 
when the factors of time-program- | 
promotion a are carefully planned. 4s 





Wholesale FM Frequency Shakeup 


Due If FCC Heeds Industry Biggies 


| 
| 


| 


similar tests. Commission 
agreed to undertake the job but is 
waiting for shipments of FM re- 
ceivers from several manufacturers. 


has 


| The sets will be used in the exper- 


' 


the picture if they could be sure | Washington, March 18. 
KSTP would remain in Hubbard's! FM stations in New York, Chi- 
oe eg Meeks to AVCO. FCC} cago, Boston and other cities may | 
peared to fe s > way al . ' , 
a ee about | nave to switch frequencies if the 
On the other hand, Hubbard’s deal; FCC follows recommendations 
with AVCO nets him a neat profit, many FM industry men that FM 
without, as counsel for the Twin! stations in most cities should op- 
Cities group brought out, his “put-| erate two channels, rather than one, | 
ting up a penny of his own money | apart, it was learned today. Maj. 


for KSTP.” Under AVCO’'s option. 


Hubbard would resell to them for 
$1,200,000, chalking up a $400,000 
profit. In addition, he would retain 


three-fourths of the profits made by 
the station in the six months’ interim. 
would get tax claims held by KSTP. 
a new insurance policy and a 10-year 
contract to manage KSTP for AVCO 
at an annual salary of $30,000. AVCO 
lent Hubbard the $850,000 to finance 
purchase of the station. 


When both the Twin Cities’ group 


and FCC jumped on the AVCO op- | 
tion as “trafficking in licenses,” Hub- 


bard did a quick about-face and as- 
sured the FCC he could finance the 
deal on his own, if necessary. He 
pointed to $683,000 in assets which 
he would have in the 13 months be- 
fore AVCO’s note falls due. By tak- 
ing in a minority shareholder—and 
several of his friends, Hubbard said. 
wanted “it—he could swing the deal 
on his own 

In answer tO\a direct question from 
commissioner iy Wakefield. Hub- 
bard testitied he Would accept KSTP 


“Continued on page 39) 


| Armstrong 


| channel FM 


Edwin Armstrong, 
|jother FM biggies are urging FCC 
|to make the move, which may re- 
Sult in reallocation of FM frequen- 
cies throughout the country. 

FCC, which is just 
make tests of interference 
FM 
apart to 
allocate 


FM inventor, and 


from 


determine whether to re- 
frequencies in the FM-con- 


starting to) 


stations operating one channel | 


of | iments. 


Meanwhile, the first New England 
regional meeting of the FM Assn. 
is scheduled for April 14, in Al- 
bany, temporary chairman Leonard 
Asch of WBCA, Schenectady, an- 
nounced Friday (14). About 300 FM 
enthusiasts have signed up, Asch 
said, to discuss the FM allocation 
and other problems of the New 
England area. 

Major Armstrong. leading ad men 
and set manufacturers are also 
signed up to address the FMA re- 


|gional meeting. 


, gested New England area, said the} 
tests will require from 30 to 60 
days. 


Meanwhile. Armstrong and others 
are using this to plump for more 
FM channels in hope of recapturing 
the prewar 44-50 megacycle band 
now allocated to television Only 
video station thus far assigned in 
this band is in Riverside, Cal. peme 
set manufacturers are backing the 
proposals because they 
already are producing receivers 
which pick up both the low (44-50) 
and high FM bands. 

The FM Assn. recently 
drift interference from 


reported 
alternate- 
stations in the Syra- 


‘cuse area 


manufacturers 


| The 


Concurrently, the Manu- 
facturers Assn. week 
that it has sent questionnaires to all 
to, obtain accurate 
info on FM set production this year. 
data is being obtained for the 
use of the special RMA-FMA liaison | 
committee appointed to encourage 
FM production in 1947—particularly | 
output of low-cost table models. 
FMA president Roy Hofheinz had , 


Radio 
announced last 


| asked RMA to compile these figures 


and asked FCC to make | 


The RMA committee on FM 
meet March 28 in New 
prepare its report and 
early in April with FMA reps The | 
estimates on 1947 FM production 
now vary from 2,000,000 to 5,000,000 | 
sets, 


will 
York to 


will meet 


, originally 


| Friday 


I had a funny dream lIast night. 


In Rebuttal 


By CARROLL CARROLL 


———— ee 





» a A Ae te i tn i 


Hollywood, March 18, 
I fell asleep while reading a typical 


newspaper criticism'of radio in general and dreamed I was listening to 
a broadcast that said the American newspapers were not serving the 


public interest. It said they 


were commercial. 


It said our dailies 


devote much more space to entertaining than informing, more space to 


comics than to editorials. 


It also pointed out that the dailies give more 
columns to sports than to international news. 
particularly the statistics on the percentage of space the. rags 


It was very interesting, 


allow 


advertising as against editorial matter of all kinds. 


It seems the c¢ 
Syndicated 
sex crimes always get a bigger pl 
terest. In fact 
the amount of 


usading 
features 


to do the greatest number good. 


The dream was so realistic it left 


when I think, 
I dreamed I went to the president ¢ 
dream. I said, 
sidestepping its duty to the public. 


spirit is 
and boilerplate 
ay than 
. crime news in all local papers invariably far outwei 

information devoted to the 
the Senate and HoutSe of Representatives, 


I went right back to sleep and dreamed 


disappearing 
crowd out 
items ol 


amone new spapers 


And lurid 


municipal in- 


local news 


real 


meandering cogitations of 
as our solons figure out how 
me thinking. And, as I alway 0 
another dream. 
yf a network and told him about my 


“the newspapers are always pointing out how radio is 


Why don’t you put on 


a program, 


15 minutesea day at some good time, telling the people how the news- 
papers are failing to tell the people the complete story of what goes 


on in Congress, dull as it is? 


I could go on and urge that 


Or how they frequently don’t tell their 
readers both sides of a question, which radio is required to do?” 
radio campaign for 


Befo: e 


a limiting of sensa- 


tional crime news in the newspapers so that our youngsters could not 
read it and become delinquents, the prexy of the radio network fainted 


dead away. 


He was revived by a vice-president who fanned him with several 


surveys. 
what you're suggesting? 


And as he regained consciousness he gasped, 


“do you realize 


You're suggesting that we criticize the me- 


dium that gives us most of our sublic ity.” 


yperves 


Of course this was only a dream. 


thinking that goes on in radio. 


But it is typical of the masochistic 


Radio, the greatest single intelligénce 


force ever devised, remains in constant servility to the press and, of 


all things, the motion pictures. 


I wish I could have a dream sometime that would show me when 


radio is going to act worthy of the 


place it holds in world intelligence 


and realize that the job it’s doing in the public welfare looks very good 
when placed beside the job being done by newspapers, magazines and 


motion pictures. 


None is less devoted to any single cause and more 


completely dedicated to the will of the people than radio. 


Any questions? 





NBC, CBS Classification Switches 
Set NAB Committee Busy Huddling 





| Inquiry Ousts BBC Prods. | 


London, March 18. 


to begin its investigation into charges 


have already handed in their resig- 
nations, although no names are avail- 
lable yet. 





‘Philly Stations Set Up 


Co-op Listing Service 
For Metropolitan Sheets 


Philadelphia, March 18. 

After years of talking about it. the 
six major Philadelphia stations have 
finally organized a central coopera- 
tive log-listing service to furnish a/ 
daily mat of their programs to dailies 
in their listening area. 

The cooperative is called the Phil- 
adelphia Broadcasters Listing Serv- 
ice with details being handled by 
June Herder. former radio editor of 
the defunct Philly Record. 


The mats are sent to 35 dailies 
within a 60-mile radius of Philly 
with cost defrayed by the stations. 


There is no charge for this service 
to the papers. Format is easy to 
read with schedules corrected up to 
the minute before mats are molded. 

This is the first all-out coopera- 
tive effort by stations in Philly on so! 
large a scale. One of the main rea- 
sons which spurred the action was 
that many papers in the metro- 
politan Philly area would list New} 
York stations on network shows. 

Outlets participating in the serv- 
ice are WCAU (CBS); KYW (NBC): 
WFIL (ABC): WIP (Mutual): WPEN | 
(indie owned by the Evening Bulle- 
tin). and WIBG, also an _ inde- 
pendent. 


Army To ‘Sound Off’ Again 
On Its Original CBS Lot 


The Army Show. 
“Sound Off.” produced by 
Ayer agency, is checking 
Mutual network next 
going back to CBS, 
launched. 

will be 

night 7:30 
vacated by 





Recruiting 


off the 
month and 
where it was 
Program spotted in the 
period which is 
the Canada Dry- 


being 


i Meredith Willson show. 


N. W.| 


Washington. March 
Move by NBC and CBS to owt 
over from voting to non- voting and 





| With the House of Commons ready |trom active to associate membership 


‘in NAB and the 
e|move on the Assn. 


effect of 
kitty will 
NAB 
lcommittee meeting here at the 
Statler hotel, Thursday 
(20-21). On Friday, 


such a 
high- 
|light discussion of an bylaws 
and Friday 


the bylaws com- 


mittee will huddle with the finance 
committee to decide whether NAB 
should hike its dues or leave them 


in status quo, 
out, 


The Assn.’s bylaws now provide 
that any change in the classification 
| of membership (dues are paid ac- 
| cording to station classification) must 
be made by the membership itself. 
But, based on the classifications 
| which already exist, the board of 
directors is empowered to raise or 
jlower dues as it seems fit. Since 
the network’s shift in status—if it 
materializes—would be a change in 
| Classification, it would require 
jamendment of NAB’s bylaws. Right 
now the bylaws make no provision 
for networks as associate members. 

Other bylaws amendments in proc- 
ess will define more clearly the re- 
sponsibilities which go with the new 
job of executive vice president and 
other posts created within the tenure 
of president Justin Miller. 


; If NBC and CBS withdraw from 
| NAB as networks, it will reduce the 
| Assn.’s take by over $65,000 a year. 
;Last year the budget stood at 
| $650,000. 

| While NAB'’s membership has 
_ Jumped 20% in the past year and a 
|half, operating expenses and _ per- 
| sonnel have also mushroomed, it was 
| pointed out. For example, the Assn. 
ie A to announce shortly names 
of NAB’s new program director, 
{director of public relations and a 
jnew director of engineering, all of 
them executive posts carrying siz- 
able salaries. 

Other increases have come in the 
public relations and press dept.. the 
|general counsel's office which has 
taken on the job of mailing weekly 
legislative digests to NAB members. 
in the broadcast advertising dept. 
employer-employee relation and re- 
search. To get top people NAB is 
inow putting out over $228,000 for 
some 20 men on its payroll. 


if the networks pull- 








J. Harold Ryan. Fort Industries 
} vice president, will chairman the by- 
laws meeting, while Cisir Me- 
|Cullough of WGAL, Lan-aster, Pa. 


iheads the 


finance committee. 
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Comes the Revolution! 


There’s reason to believe that the newly-formed Broadcasters 
‘advisory Council is potentially one of the greatest revolutions in 
attitude ever noted in American radio. 





If the movement is adequately financed and blueprinted. as | 
now seems assured, it promises to give radio, for the first time, 
a working plan for its own defense and self-regulation 


For years there’s been a hue and cry to “do something” about 
the radio industry’s public relations problems. Although the | 
National Assn. of Broadcasters is 25 years old and amply | 


financed and staffed, it apparently has been unable to do much 
because of the split down the middle between big stations and 
little stations, and between those who are anxious to meet crit- 
icism with action and reform as against those who want no 
“interference” with their right to take any kind of business and 
follow any kind of trade practices expediency and inclination 
Suggest. 


The Broadcasters Advisory Council will outwardly “include” 
the NAB, but as many see it the brainpower will not be with the | 
old trade association but the new. The action of the big adver- | 
tisers, big agencies and big broadcasters (namely networks) in 

acting on their own initiative reflects an unwillingness in top 
industry leadership to allow their values and hopes to be scuttled 
by the continued practices of the kind of station operators who | 
exercise little or no voluntary censorship of either the amount 
or kind of advertising they line up. As one broadcaster summed 
it up: “We can no longer laugh off the criticisms of the public 
on the one hand and the telling opposition of the newspapers 
and magazines on the other, unless we break through the habit 
of inertia and do-nothingism which has always stopped public 
relations organization for radio.” 


j 
} 
| 
' 
' 
| 
| 
| 


Most of the details and plans of the new Council are shrouded 
in mystery, and since the scheme isn’t a reality yets the men 
concerned with the preliminaries aren't doing much talking. 
Nonetheless the auspices are so eminent and the respectful reac- 
tion in some quarters so evident as to suggest that, radiowise, 
_the -Fevolution is here. 


CBS Steps Out of Character to Sponsor: 
Gov t-Industry Meets on Nat'l Issues 


Transcending its role as a broad- +4 








casting organization, CBS is step- a 
ping into a new phase of activity C m b is T S ll 
that’s unprecedented in character. d P € oup 0 pl 

With authorization of William S. Ov l D a | 
Paley, CBS board chairman, a new : er n aytime p urge | 
project has been launched in which Campbell Soup is expanding its 
CBS is undertaking to “sponsor” a budget for one of the biggest day- 


time splurges in months with a half- 
hour cross-the-board show. NBC, 
CBS-and ABC are currently making 
an all-out pitch for the business. 

There’s no decision yet, however, 
as to show, time or network. Ward 
Wheelock is the agency. 


Ballin Tops FCB 
Radio in H wood 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Bob Ballin, v.p. in charge of the | 
'Coast radio operation for Ruthrauff 
|& Ryan, is moving over to Foote, 
| Cone & Belding in the same capac- 
lity. He joined R & R five years ago. 
Producer of the 


series of conferences bringing to- 
gether representatives of the nine 
top economic organizations in the 
country and Governmental officials 
for discussion of the critical issues 
of the day. 

CBS has no axe to grind in under- 
taking the non-radio project. It has 
nothing of a personal nature to gain 
save that, with CBS reps sitting in, 
the conferences may help crystallize 
the thinking around the network on 
vital issues that may be scheduled 
for future airing. In bringing the 
economic experts and Government 
officials together, CBS on the other 
hand hopes that the huddles may 
help reduce the areas of disagree- 
ment, sound out public reaction to | 
critical issues, etc. 

First of the CBS-sponsored con- 
ferences has already been held in| 








Washi a es vG Jack Benny show, 
aa dinette “Sand ere aon he doubled between the two agen- 
Heller, CBS vialiewt "in attend-| cies when the American Tobacco 
ance. Up for discussion was the account switched back to FCB. 


Pete Barnum, co-director of radio 
for R & R, will name Ballin’s suc- 
cessor before. he returns to New 
York 

Appointment of Ballin completes 
the east-west radio setup for FCB 
operating under Hubbell Robinson, 


wheat problem, with CBS reps toss- 
ing the subject around .with the 
representatives of the State and 
Agricultural Depts. and the ranking 
economic organizations. 








See SER, GOUT... | angel -Sirwioe, _ Ageter, sees 
ass't. 


producer on Benny show. 


BOLEN EXITS COMPTON 
IN BORGE SHOW RIFT 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Murray Bolen, for the past three 
years veepee in charge of coast 
radio for Compton Agency, has 
asked to be relieved. 

Continued hassel with N.Y. radio 
department over handling of the | 
Borge-Goodman show prompted the | 
move. It’s understood that Socony 


ON AGENDA FOR FALL 


Chrysler Motor, absent from the 
network programming scene for 
Several seasons, is reported*all set to 
return in the fall with a $12,000 
weekly package built around 
ior achievement” idea dramatizing 
the efforts of youth to adjust them- 
Selves in the economic level. 

Program will involve investiga- 
tion by field men in all parts of 
country of youngsters who have 
made the best attempis to set them- 


“jun- 


se] |will drop both show and time at 
c Ss : ares . a 

{ re up in business, with theit | notification time in May 

Stories to be dramatized wetkly,| Jim Andrews, onetime Coast radio 


| head for Lennen and Mitchell, is 
‘coming out from N. Y. to head up 
the Coast operation for Compton. 
He did a short haul as producer at 
leaving L & M. 


Plus a lavish award payoff. Walter 
Hampden and Allen Roth's orch are 
reported set for the show. 

Time and network for half-hour 


Package still undecided, | Paramount aiter 
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NEW BILLINGS 








VF FY PECTED Standards, But May Be Talked Out of It 


By GEORGE ROSEN | 


Despite the wave of cancellations | 
and the gloomy predictions for the | 
next six months, network executives | 
almost to a man are of the op nion | 
that next fall and winter will wit- | 
; hess an upsurge 1 billings in which 
new clients will be entering the 
coast-to-coast radio picture, | 

There’s an air of encouragement | 
over inquiries being made by trade | 
associations such as American Meat | 
| Institute which sponsors Fred War- | 
ing on NBC; by railroads, by the oil | 
industry, by the automotive ties | 
try and by insurance companies. | 
| Among the auto makers, only Ford | 
with its Dinah Shore program on | 
CBS is at present represented in | 
major programming, but the revival | 


of interest by othe has 
already set in and it’s expected that 
next season will see most of wet | 
reestablishing "themselves in radio. 
(Chrysler is reported already set. 
See separate story.) 
That goes, too, for the 
companies. By 


companies 


refrigerator 
next fall the “heavy 


goods” market will have changed. | 
From a_ business standpgint, the 
John L. Lewis court decision has 


been a factor in the flock of inquir- 
ies for air time coming out of De- 
troit. Such outfits as the Minnesota 
Canning Co, (which is buying part 





Radio’s Best Buy 


Radio ha its own Jolson 
Story "—a sure bet for a five- 
point boost ) the Hooper 


sweepstakes which puts “Joley 


olsons guest snot reprise on 
the Bing Crosby-Philco stanza 
(5) jumped the show’s rating 
4.4 to 21.7, and on the following 
night’s Eddie Cantor-Pabst pro- 
gram, with Jolson in the guest 
corner, it paid off with a 5.3 
Hooper climb, giving Cantor a 
19.7 for his high point of the 
season, 
Figured 


draw, 
5.000 


in terms of b.o 


the agency voys say that § 


£ 


fee is the best buy in radio today 


if you can get it. 
pe > SS 


Philly Stations 
Share Ad Gravy 
In Bulletin Cut 








ef the cross-the-board Waring show) 
are expected to buy radio 
increasing volume. 

NBC is particularly heartened by 
the interest manifested by the oil 
industry and the railroads as poten- 
tial bankrollers of the NBC Sym- 
phony Orchestra, which was last 
sponsored by General Motors. And 
with Prudential Life, Equitable Life, 
John Hancock 
already represented on 





the net- 


works, other. insurance companies 
are expected to take to the air next 
season. 

An easing in the sugar and fats 
| situation will also mark the return 


| of ex-bankrollers and the soft drink 
market will also be opening up. 
Coca-Cola, for one, is reportedly 
mapping its return to bigtime radio. 

The flock of renewals over the past 
few days by top spenders is cited as 


cutting back on network program- 
ming, Proctor & Gamble, the na- 
tion’s No. 1 radio bankroller with 
annual time and talent billings in 
excess of $18,000,000, 
appropriation next season. The addi- 
——%y programming ties in with 
P & G’s expansion and entry into 
| the drug field with new products. 
As the new products 
available P & G will test them in 
various markets by latching com- 








buying additional time and 
programs, with likelihood that the 
| coast- -to-coast sales campaigns will 
get ar 1 way within the next year. 


fore 








} 
| 


FCB, Cities Servic 
$1,000,000 Split 


Foote, Cone & Belding agency and | 
| Cities Service Co, have parted com- 
| Pany and the client’s $1,000,000 bill- 
ings are exiting from the FCB fold. 
action that the account is 

eing thrown into the open market. 
ry the $1,000,000 total 
volved, about $700,000 is poured into 
| time and talent for the Friday night 
|*Highways In Melody” show on 
| NBC. 
| Dropping of the account by FCB 
|stems from 
jagency to agree on program im- 
provements, Understood that agency 
had come up with recommendations 
|to inject a hypo into the program, 
but that Cities Service, which re- 
icently marked its 
on the air, couldn't 
on the changes. 


Exit of the account terminates a 
25-year tieup of Cities Service with 
FCB and its predecessor agency, 


j Lord & Thomas. 


time in | 


and Metropolitan Life | 


further evidence of the renewed 
faith important sponsors are mani- | 
festing in radio. 

’ Reversing the current trend of. 


may hike its | 


become | 


mercials on to its regular shows be- | 


billings in- 


failure of client andj 


21st anniversary | 
see eye-to-eye | 


March 18. 
This city’s radio stations fell into a 


Philadelphia, 


'veritable bonanza of commercials 
last week when the Evening Bulletin 
found itself forced to curtail all ad- 
| vertising and 


classified newsprint 


except amusement 
due to the 


shortage. The Bulletin is the largest | 


virtual 
Only 
with 


Philly, having a 
|monopoly in the evening field, 


| competition is the Daily News, 


jpaper in 


ionly a fraction of the Bulletin’s cir- 
| culation. 
| -On the threshold of spring busi- 


|ness, especially fashions, leading de- 
| partment stores and specialty houses 
jlearned the news of the curtailment 
| with dismay—and then hopped on 
| the radio bandwagon in attempts to 
salvage as much business as possible. 
| Typical of the rush to the micro- 
| Phones were Strawbridge & Clothier 

and N. Snellenburg & Co., two of 


ithe biggest department stores in the | 


city. S. & C. immediately purchased 
j the 6:30 to 6:45 p.m. KYW slot across 
ithe board, with a program featuring 
|Ruth Welles and Stuart Wayne giv- 
jing listeners shopping hints. 


spot announcements covering the 11- 
iday period from March 11 through 
|22, with spots scattered throughout 
| morning, afternoon and night. Snel- 
lenburg’s purchased a total of 56 
| Spot announcements on KYW. 
| WPEN, the Bulletin station, re- 
ported increased sales activity dl- 
jrectly traceable to the suspension of 
i\display advertising in the newspa- 
a. Strawbridge & Clothier placed 
| large order for spot announce- 
| ments, as well as contracting for 
lip. hour six times weekly sponsor- 
| ship of the station’s “Music in Good 
get be 
radio spot buyers included 

ice 7 wat department store, Snel- 
Upper A. & P. food markets, 
| American Stores, York Clothing, and 
wet phonograph record dealer. 

WFIL, WIBG, WHAT, WIP 
|Gimbel Brothers 


{to the situation created by the *Bul- 
etin’s curtailment of display adver- 
tising. 


ABE BURROWS QUITS 


DINAH SHORE SHOW 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Abe Burrows covered his type- 
| writer and walked out on the Dinah 
| Shore show, of which he was chief 
| writer. 

Sponsor .(Ford) wanted some 
changes made on the program which 
ran counter to Burrow’s own ideas 
land further, he resented their “in- 
terference and dictation.” 

Mannie Manheim, exclusive to 
CBS. writes this week’s show “on 
j loanout.” 


In addition, the store purchased 47 | 


(the | 
station) also all re- | 
| ported increased sdles activity due | 


+ 


Washington, March 18 


Specific program  standards—ob- 
ligating broadcasters to devote | e 
to public service programs, sustain 
ers and educational fare—are \ t~- 
ten into a proposed radio bill which 


Senato1 Wal ace H White ( i - 


nan of the powerful Senate Inter- 
e Ce erce Commiuttec is on- 
ering ntroaucing this Sessior 
The draft of the bill is still in the 
confidentia! stages and subject to 
change without notice, but the ex- 
plosive hint that Senator White 


would lift a 
Book and 


page from FCC's Blue 
nail down program stand- 


ards in legislation has some NAB 
and industry men most unhappy 
White, is was reported, shares 
NAB’s feeling that FCC should be 
barred from jurisdiction over pro- 
grams or the business practices of 
broadcasters. However, he differs in 
that he believes the broadcasters 
themselves can’t be trusted with 
| self-regulation without some Con- 
igressional guidance. But industry 


{men are quick to point out that so 
| long as 
lever general, are spelled out in legis- 
| lation, 


program standards, how- 
the FCC wil be the enforce- 
ment agency. Such legislation, they 
say, Would merely affirm the prin- 
ciples of the Blue Book and get the 


Government further into the pro- 
gram field—a result that White him- 
| Self does not favor. 
Slap at NAB 

As it now stands, this provision 
of the White bill is a direct slap at 
the NAB, which has been urging 
| Congress to write a bill to make 


| FCC a mere technical supervisor of 


|the radio spectrum. NAB president 
Justin Miller has conferred with 
White on the legislation. So far as 
is known, White has not discussed 
his plans with FCC members. 
Since the present draft of the 
is inacceptable, White may be 
suaded from introducing legislation 
this session, it was believed. Indus- 
try men are betting the provision on 


bill 


dise 


(Continued on ‘pag ige 40) 


Soaps Back In 
CBS Freetime? 


Now that CBS has 12 quarter- 
hour afternoon segments up for sale 
spanning the 3 to 6 o'clock period, 
relaxing of the network’s ban on 


spotting soap operas after 3 p.m. 
is seen within the realm of possi- 
bility. 

The “no soaper” edict was put 


into effect about two years ago, at 
a time when CBS was enjoying 
some impressive late afternoon 
commercial] billings. But the wave 
of recent cancellations has affected 
such shows as General Electric's 
“House Party,” American Home 
Products’ “Hollywood Jackpot.” etc. 

Procter & Gamble, for one, it’s 
understood, wouldn't be averse to 
talking a deal with CBS for after- 
noon serial programming, although 
its 3 to 4 o'clock NBC parlay of 
soapers would eliminate that hour 
on the CBS schedule. 


——————--+_—-—-— 


Fannie Hurst, Hit By 
Claustrophobia, To 
Scram WJZ Program 


Fannie Hurst will review the Tal- 
lulah Bankhead legit opening on 
Broadway tonight (Wed.) and then 
scram her W IZ (N.Y.) midnight 
program. She had been airing the 
program on a catch-as-catch-can ba- 
sis for three months. 

Miss Hurst tipped her bowout 
when she did a guest shot on Barry 
Gray's all-night WOR program Sat- 
urday (15), giving among her rea- 
sons the fact that she wanted better 
time and in general criticized the 
limitations of such a -“ m. 

Station execs say /Miss Hurst 
wanted her own progr fm: didn't like 
the idea of being lipfited to drama 
criticism. 

So the station is how looking for a 
,new reviewer, (¢ 


INTER GREEN WARMS WEBS — 


Sen, White Mulls Bill Setting Program 
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Tele 


Sees Jukeboxers in Woodpile 


In New Tavern Set Tax; Gird to Fight 





Inter-industry fight between New 
Jersey jukebox operators and tele- 
vision manufatturers loomed this 
week as tele chiefs became con- 
vinced that the jukeboxers were re- 
sponsible for levying the 20% 
amusement tax against bars and 
taverns in New Jersey with video 
sets. At a loss to explain other- 
wise the reasons for what they 
claim is discrimination against tele- 
vision, the video chiefs believe that 
tele sets were taking too much busi- 


Coast Tele Stumps 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Coast television made its first 
stab into politics today (Tuesday) 
when Paramount’s KTLA televised 
a tax protest meeting in the Hall 
of Records. 
Tussle, in which the City of Los 


Angeles and County were on oppos- | 
ing sides in a dispute of increasing | 


taxes, was aired for several hours, 





ness away from jukeboxes in bars, 
with the resultant blowoff by the 
musie box operators. 

To date, New Jersey is the only 
state that’s attempted to slap the 
Federal 20% tax on video-equipped | 
bars, but New York City also took | 
a crack at television this week by 
seeking to reactivate the admin- | 
istration’s code’s license fee of $5 | 
per month for every bar with a tele 
set. Commissioner Robert Moses 
had attempted to levy the license | 
in 1941 but tele leaders at that time 
complained to FCC chairman James 
L. Fly that such a move would hurt 
the infant industry. Latter in turn 
sent a letter to then Mayor F. H. 
LaGuardia, who rescinded’ the 
move. Now, however, Moses ap- 
parently believes that television has 
reached big business proportions 
and has warned all tavern opera- 
tors they'll be subject to the fee if 
they install videq sets. This order 
was modified yesterday (Tues.) to 
include only coin-operated sets.) 


Television Broadcasters  Assn., 
meanwhile, has taken the first step 
in fighting the new tax by assign- 
ing prexy Jack R. Poppele to 
huddle with top brass of the Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue in Wash- 
ington this week. TBA realizes 
that, broadly speaking, the federal 
law does not exclude tele from the 
tax, since canned music is the only 
exemption listed. Poppele is ex- 
pected to point out, however, that 
the tax, if levied, would virtually 
halt sales of video sets to taverns 
and restaurants. 


Tele leaders claim the so-called 
amusement tax, when extended to 
night clubs, was intended to be in 
the nature of a tax on luxuries. It 
was never intended, however, to 
extend to the mechanical or elec- 
tronic reproduction of sight and 
sound except in the case of thea- 
tres or similar amusement places. 
If the tax may be claimed to be ap- 
plicable to taverns where tele pro- 
grams are exhibited, they ask. why 
then is it not applicable where ra- 
dio shows are received or juke- 
boxes played? 

Illustrative of the number of bars 
and restaurants installing tele sets 
is the gross sales statement of U. S. 
Television for the last six months. 
Company, which has emphasized a 
large-screen, deluxe projection-type 
model, especially built for bars and 
eateries, shipped $11,487.50 worth of 
receivers in September last year. 
Sales climbed steadily, with the 
February figure reaching $167,080.75. 
Set, which throws a picture about 
the size of an average newspaper 
page, sells for $2,300, plus $85 for 
installation and service. 





Philly Ops Fight Back 
Philadelphia, March 18. 

Owners of two Philly cafes have 
challenged a state liquor control 
board ruling that bistros and res- 
taurants may not operate television 
sets without a special amusement 
permit. 

The taproom owners countered 
with a bill in equity filed Monday 
(17) in Dauphin county common 
pleas court by Abraham J. Levinson, 
attorney for Jacob Stern and Philip 
Sachs, who operate a West Philly 
boite, and Jack Liss and Jack Lon- 
don, owners of the Thirty-Six-O- 
One bar near the Penn campus. 
They asked the court to issue tem- 
porary and permanent injunctions 
forbidding the board to issue its 
television regulations or to try to 
enforce them. 

The board's ruling was issued as 
a bulletin to all holders of retail 
liquor licenses, except clubs, and 
held that television devices are in 
the general classification of motion 
picture exhibitions, which, except 
for coin-operated film machines, re- 
quire ‘payment of a special amuse- 
ment tax. 


ae 
—— 


WINTER “10 F-C-B TELE 


starting at 2 p.m. vividly demon- | 
|strating the immediacy of the me- 


dium, 


Canadian Video 
To Make Haste 


More Slowly Now 


Montreal, March 18. 

The Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
green light on television has turned 
to amber. Hopes that video had 
taken its first strides in Canada 
arose some months ago with the 
CBC statement that a definite sum 
had been allotted to study video 
possibilities here, Recent indica- 
tions are, however, that CBG is do- 
ing nothing in the way of video 
except watching; not Canadian, but 
U. §S. and British developments. 

Recent statement by J. A. Quimet, 
CBC assistant chief engineer, tends 
to confirm this view. Quimet said 
at a lecture that the government- 
operated net has not given the “go 
ahead” signal on ‘television, which 
was almost a direct contradiction 
to a previous CBC statement that 
it had. 

“Our problem in Canada,” Quimet 
said, “is to determine just at what 
phase in its evolution the new art 
can most efficiently and economi- 
cally be fitted into the broadcast- 
ing and economic patter of 
Canadian life.” 

Experts admit that video progress 
in U. S. and Britain are being 
keenly watched, but they’re equally 
cautious .about its development and 
future role in Canada, Main reason 
for caution, according to Quimet, 
is that quick action would involve 
considerable risk since much of the 
equipment might be obsolete within 
a few years after installation. Those 
that argue against this view claim 
that it’s a vicious circle, that 
there'll always be equipment that’s 
obsolete. 

Indie ops are especially irked by the 
CBC stand since there’s nothing they 
can do in the video field inde- 
pendently until CBC starts to go to 
work, CBC controlling all radio ac- 
tivity in Canada. 

Quimet stressed that video costs 
in U. S. are a lot less than they 
would be in Canada with its 13,000,- 
060 people. Problem would be 
easier to approach if a single tele- 
vision station eould be made to 
cover the whole population in one 
shot without networks, time zones 
and language difficulties. 


‘Surgery Education Via 
Video Confirmed By 
Cleveland Clinic Tests 


Chicago, March 18. 
Hot on the heels of the teleview- 
ing experiment of the blue baby 
operation at Johns Hopkins, the 








Chicago video service organization, 
Television Associates, Inc., proved 
conclusively the success of surgery 
education via _ television. Delicate 
and complex operations were viewed 
by up to 150 observers at a time in 
an amphitheatre adjoining the build- 
ing housing the operating room to 
better advantage ‘than was possible 
at the operating table itself. 

Reasons for this betier observation 
were the angle at which the super- 
sensitive image orthicon camera was 
mounted directly above the table 
and the telescopic effect of the 
lenses which magnified the subject 
from 10 to 50 times so that in some 
cases an eye would appear about the 
size of a football. The inverted tri- 
pod from which the camera was sus- 





Norman Winter has joined Foote, 


pended was equipped with a flexible 





Cleveland Clinic with the aid of a} 
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TITO GUIZAR 


Versatile Tito! He returns to 


New York to captivate ner 
and dowagers in the redgwood 
Room (Waldorf-Astoria), starting 


March 24th. 

Meanwhile he will double in Grand 
Opera (La Traviata) and transcribe 
many additional tunes for nana 
Worth—including his own “Fiesta in 
Santa Fe” and a rib-tickling version 
|of “Choo Choo Ch’ Boogie!” 





‘Egg’ Preem Tele 
Deal Scrambled 


Hollywood, March 18, 

In the eyes of television, Univer- 
sal-International’s “Egg and I” is 
an omelette. Don Lee’s W6XAO 
was slated to telecast the curbstone 
doings of the premiere of the film 
at the Carthay Circle theatre, 
March 21. But the word came 
down from company brass that the 
deal was laid low for unexplained 
reason. 

The impression here is that pro- 
ducer fears of exhibitor resentment, 
plus the always possible legal as- 
pects of cameraing folks, intention- 
ally or otherwise, without full re- 
lease was too fraught with possi- 
bilities—that might also lay an egg. 

Another film also bit the dust of 
television. This time it was Para- 
mount’s “My Favoiite Brunette,” 
slated for a telecast coverage preem 
here, tomorrow (19). Par’s own 
station, KTLA, was to do it but the 
curb ’n’ cuff deal fell through. 

Reason this time was confliction 
with the ice hockey championships 
at Pan Pacific Auditorium. Having 
covered the games all season, it was 
decided to follow through and not 
incur wrath of watchers, 


GEN’L FOODS PACTS 
60-MIN. WNBT SHOW 


General Foods, following through 
on its promise to plunge heavily in- 
to television, has signed with WNBT 
(NBC, N. Y.) for a one-hour weekly 
show, which will probably include 
a half-hour adaptation of “Juvenile 
Jury,” radio show now aired Sun- 
day afternoons over the Mutual web. 
Other half-hour has not yet been 
formatted, with G-F execs giving 
serious thought to making it a va- 
riety show. In addition, G-F will 
bankroll a one-minute weather re- 
port five times weekly over WABD 
(DuMont, N. Y.). 

Already signed to co-sponsor (with 
Ford Motors) all home games of.the 
Brooklyn Dodgers over WCBS-TV 
(CBS, N. Y.), the new lineup will 
make the food firm one of the heavi- 
est tele spenders and the only one 
with shows on all three N. Y. sta- 
tions. No assignment of products 
has been made for any of the shows, 
but it’s likely that Gaines’ Dog Food 
will be plugged on the “Jury” pro- 
gram, same as in radio. 

G-F toppers also haven't yet 
picked the time slot on WNBT. In 
view of the company’s announced 








| available now, it’s probable that it'll 

move into the 8-9 p.m. spot Thursday 
| nights, recently vacated by Standard 
| Brands. 





_WILDBERG’S ‘FASHION PLATE’ 


John Wildberg is currently mull- 
jing video production of “Fashion 
| Plate,” show he owns which was 
| supposed to be set for Broadway but 
| never saw the light. 

Producer has been dickering with 
Candy Jones, wife of model magnate 
Harry Conover, to act as beauty and 


Cone & Belding’s\New York office as| mount and the ultra sensitive cam- | fashion consultant for his tele pro- 


director of televigion and commer: | 
cial motion pictures. 


yy 


MA 
| 
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era, which originally was devised 


(Continued on page 40) 


duction outfit, with first 


chores 
jstarting on “Plate.” 


LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 
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of “Florist Shop” Sunday ( 
take stock of their programming. 


group the “Slovsky” eharacter i 
with the producers and Bruno 


enough, 





Oh Yeah?—Yeah! 


Hollywood, March 18. 

New York and points east, take it 
away—if you can. 

In a challenging step, station 
W6XAO, here, started calling itself 
“the nation’s first television station.” 

The Don Lee experimental! station 
has been on the air for 16 years but 
just last week started billing itself 
as the No. 1 video station. An- 
nouncers are instructed to tag their 
station identification announcements 
with the historic line. 


L. A. City-County 
Tiff Stymies Tele 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Paramount's televising of the tax 
assessment fight via KTLA directly 
from City Hall has run into a politi- 
cal brickwall, indicative of what 
may be things to come during 
video’s growing pain years. Cover- 
age of the first civic event was to 
have been another “preem” for Par 
today, but was nixed at the last min- 
ute by John R. Quinn, county tax 
assessor, on advice of his attorneys. 

In a letter to Klaus Landsberg, 
KTLA director, late yesterday, 
Quinn stated: “My attorney has ad- 
vised me that there is serious doubt 
whether or not the attempt of the 
City Council of Los Angeles to im- 
pose their will and opinion upon the 
county assessor may throw a serious 
legal cloud upon the validity of the 
assessment roll now being prepared. 
Consequently, I do not deem it wise 
to dignify this meeting with a tele- 
vision broadcast. My. sincerest re- 
grets.” 

Impression is that the showdown 
fight expected today might have ex- 
cited citizen-taxpayer watchers and 
created a “situation” via televising 
of some surprising happenings. 


KFI PLUGS PIC VIA 
LIVE VIDEO TRAILER 


In one of the rare such occasions 
for live televising of a scene from 
a forthcoming film, KFI, Earle C. 
Anthony station in Los Angeles, 
last Monday (10) previewed a 15- 
minute scene from Howard Hughes’ 
“Vendetta,” with two of the films 
leads, Donald Buka and Faith 
Domergue, repeating their screen 
performance. 

Film, which Preston Sturges orig- 
inally shot for Hughes, and was re- 
shot in the main under Stuart Heis- 
ler’s direction, was finished Saturday 
(15). Buka, w.k. in N. Y. radio and 
legit, whose last Broadway appear- 
ance was in last season’s “Live Life 
_ Again,” returned to N. Y. today 
| (Wed.) for radio assignments. 
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intention of sewing up the best time Schein Coasts For 


Telesonic Display 
Hollywood, March 18. 

Henry Schein, president of the 
Telesonic Corp., is slated to come 
here April 1 at which time Tele- 
sonic will herald its own scaled- 
| down “T-Day.” 

Firm head will be toting some 
500 Telesonic receivers, plus two 
console models. The former will be 
the $250 set of seven-inch screen, 
six-channel, push button type. The 
others will peddle respectively for 
$350 and $650, both 10-inch screen 
sets and the most expensive one a 
console combination of AM and FM 
radio and phonograph. 


| 
| 
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Tele Makes a Slip 


Television broadcasters have had bony. Fe, much their own way 

to date with censorship of their shows. 

to malign a racial minority te as 
6) night, 


en they permit a program 
urred in WNBT's presentation 
owever, it’s definitely time to 


There could be little doubt in the minds of viewers as to what racial 

the show was supposed to represent, 
isk, who played the role, imbuing him 
with all the caricatured motions that recently brought a wave of re- 
sentment against the “Abie’s Irish Rose” film. 
was the first of its kind in television, but that once was more than 


Instance presumably 


With both radio and films presently fighting off attempts of outsiders 
to gain a censorship hold on their media, television mugt be careful if 
it isn’t to undergo the same battle. 
appointed a committee to draw up a code of programming ethics and 
establishment of that code must now be hurried through. 


Cuff, Sposa WABD Bowouts Cue To 


First Personnel Raids in Video 


Resignations of Sam Cuff and Lou ° 


Television Broadcasters Assn. has 





Sposa from the staff of WABD (Du- 
Mont, N. Y.) is expected to result in 
the first instance in television of one 
station attempting to raid another 
for top personnel. With that cali- 
bre of personnel, experienced 
enough to take over a top job, lim- 
ited presently. to the number of sta- 
tions in operation, the forthcoming 
opening of new stations throughout 
the country is expected to result in 
a wholesale shuffe of tele execs from 
one station to another. 


With the resignation of Cuff as 
station manager in the wind for sev- 
eral weeks, it’s known that DuMont 
had definitely approached Noran E. 
Kersta, NBC television manager, to 
replace him. Although neither 
Kersta nor the DuMont chiefs would 
comment, it’s believed the price of- 
fered Kersta wasn’t right for him to 
make the shift. DuMont exec veepee 
Leonard F. Cramer will take over 
Cuff’s chores temporarily but, with 
Cramer’s other duties sufficient to 
take up most of his time, DuMont is 
still on the lookout for a suitable 
replacement for Cuff. Successor to 
Sposa as operations manager has 
also not yet been announced. 

WABD, meanwhile, has been back 
on the air with a modified program- 
ming schedule of film and remote 
shows for the last two weeks, 
Cramer and other station chiefs 
were huddling Monday (17) and 
yesterday to set a date for the full- 
scale resumption of operations, at 
which time the station is expected 
to press into use at least two of its 
four available studios for live pro- 
gramming on a hypoed schedule. 


Louis Bout in Air 
Announeement Monday (17) that 
Joe Louis would defend his heavy- 
weight title again on June 2 in 
Yankee Stadium, N, Y., left tele- 
vision coverage of the event up in 
the = air. ree-way agreement 
among Mike Jaeobs’ 20th Century 
Sporting Club, Gillette Safety Razor 
and NEC television expires June 1, 
after one year of operation, meaning 
the forthcoming Louis fight is prob- 
ably open to the highest bidder. 

NBC toppers have already begun 
renegotiating the deal with Jacobs, 
however, and it’s probable they'll 
have the fight sewed up in the near 
future. Gillette has made no an- 
nouncement of intentions to bank- 
roll the event but recently an- 
nounced it would sponsor both the 
World Series and the Army-Navy 
football game on both radio and 
television in 1947 and, with its pres- 
ent interest in all top flight, will 
probably take over the Louis bout 
also. 

Price that Jacobs will get for 
video rights to the event is also in- 
definite. Current deal called for 
him to receive $175,000 for the year, 
with at least $100,000 of that going 
for the Conn-Louis fight last June. 
Since it’s figured_there will be al- 
most three times as many television 
sets in operation by next June as 
there were last year, however, it’s 
almost certain that the promoter 
will hold out for a higher sum. 








ABC Tele Staff Moves 
ABC television staff, headed by 
Paul Mowrey, director, moved Mon- 
day (17) from the network's over- 
flow offices at 33 West 42d street, 
N.Y., to third floor of the head- 
quarters at 30 Rockefeller Plaza. 
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HOOPER READIES MOVE-IN ON 











+ 
1 
Top 15 and the Opposition = 
, 
/ 
Seven shows in opposition to the Top 15 managed to crash through 
the 10-or-better portals in the new (March 15) Hooperatings. 
Total 
Network 
TOP 15 OPPOSITION Competition 
Bob Hope .....--+++e+eees ee eee ee / 60 
Fibber & Molly SS Te ere 115 
Fred Allen .....++--. cn 12.3 Crime Doctor ........ 159 
Jack Benny .....- es : ee ee ee 146 
Charlie McCarthy .....»... 268 12.8 Sam “Spade cin ila hoses 19.8 
Red Skelton ....... Tere a eee eer = 
Lux Radio Theatre ....... 24.0 11.5 Telephone Hour ..... 19.8 
SS OY Sea eee ohh Lae al) ew ot! ~ + gues hee 18.0 
Amos ’n’ Andy ........-+>. 23.3 oe ape 18.0 
Walter Winchell ........ - 22.6 13.1 Man. Merry-Go-Round 22.7 
Screen Guild Players.... 22.1 10.2 Contented Pregram .. 15.4 
Bing Crosby ...... cases” Get ae ee 18.7 
Truth or Consequences. oo, 21.4 10.3 Mayor of Town....... 22.0 
Wil PALTIB . soe ec ccece - 20.3 15.0 Blondie ...:...... set. mae 
Eddie Cantor .......... | See ics a 
ate cccomanianame 








Continental Web Preems Wed. (26) 





With FM's First Use of Land Lines 


Washington, March 18. 

Using first land-line FM hookup 
in radio history, the Continental 
Network will make its debut from 
Washington next Wednesday (26) 
when it begins airing a live series 
of weekly Army Air Forces sym- 
phony concerts. The programs will 
be carried by the net every Wed- 
nesday from 8:30 to 10 p.m. for 
seven weeks, through May 7, and go 
exclusively to FM audiences. 

In its pioneer venture, the net 
will feed FM stations in Washing- 
ton, Baltimore and the New York 
City-Northeast New Jersey area. 
Later, spokesmen said, stations will 
pe added in the New England area, 
with the web functioning as a regu- 
lar network operation. 

Man behind the web is the FM 
pioneer Everett Dillard, licensee of 
WASH, only indie FM outlet in 
Washington, and KOZY, FM inde- 
pendent in Kansas City, Mo. Sta- 
tions besides WASH on the first 
FM hookup are WITH-FM, Balti- 
more, and W2XMN and W2XAE, 
stations of Maj. Edwin Armstrong, 
FM inventor, in’ Alpine, N. J. 

Dillard said the live FM programs 
are an answer to the criticisms 
leveled at FM that it offers only 
canned music. Initial hookup, he 
explained, is using an 8000 - cycle 
line because the telephone company 
doesn’t yet have “terminal” equip- 
ment and hasn't set rates for FM 
which require a 
15,000-cycle line to provide the 
highest fidelity of FM. 


SENATE CONFIRMS 





WEBSTER FOR FCC : 


us.” Guild demands, which include | 


Washington, March 18. 
Senate today (Tues.) 
the appointment of former Coast 
Guard Commodore Edward M. Web- 
ster to the Federal Communications | 
Commission seat vacated by Paul | 
Porter. Webster will serve out 
Porter’s term, which expires June 
30, 1949. He is expected to take 
his oath within several days. 
Webster is a former FCC engineer, 
® resident of Washington and a 
Political independent. His appoint- 
ment had the backing of FCC Chair- 
man Charles Denny, Jr. 


AFM, Coast Nets 


Agree On Terms 


Hollywood, March 18. 





After six weeks of haggling, the | 


networks here and Local 47, Ameri- 
can¥ederation. of Musicians, reached 


agreement on a new wage pact for | 


Staff men and commercial program 
workers. The former get a flat 15% 
hike and commercial work is 
boosted 25%, with contracts retro- 
active, respectively, to Feb. 1 and 
March 1. 


Under the terms the union agreed 
to drop its demand for a two-week 


Paid vacation for staffers, and also | 


dropped considerably from its orig- 
inal stand for 50% for commercials 


and 334% for staff. Librarians and | 


©opyists are included in the tilt. 


confirmed | 


7% 
A 





Hildegarde Likes Disks 


Hildegarde is the latest radio per- 
former hankering to get away from 
live broadcasts. Deal is currently 
being negotiated for her to head a 
package for Dermetics, Inc., cos- 
metic firm. Stymie, so far, is Hilde- 
garde’s insistence upon a recorded 
show, while sponsor wants her live. 

Deal is being. negotiated between 
the A. W. Lewin agency and MCA. 


Radio Writers 








Radio Writers Guild, which claims 
to represent more than 90 
1500 writers of network radio 


members in New York, Chicago and | 


be known a couple of days after the 
voting, but he declined to predict | 
how soon a walkout would be called | 
if the writers approved the step. 

Most of the top web shows, par- 
ticularly in the comedy category and | 
those without a backlog of scripts, | 
would be affected and many forced | 
to quit the air if an RWG strike oc- 
curs. Indie stations would not be 
seriously affected. 

Roy Langham, RWG national 
executive secretary, said the strike 
poll had been forced upon the union 
by refusal of the four major nets 
even to negotiate a contract with 





“principle of ownership by the 
writer of the material he creates, a 
| Guild shop for radio writers, and 
| various minimum _ conditions,” 
| wouldn’t cost majority of radio pro- 
| ducers one cent, Langham declares. 
| Great majority of radio writers, he 
| contends, “contrary to popular be- | 
| lief...gross less than $2,000 a year.” 
| RWG’s parent body, Authors 
League of America, has endorsed the 
strike vote and gone on record as 
deploring refusal of the broadcast- 
ers to recognize and deal with the 
Guild. Its proposals, the ALA coun- 
cil feels, “would not only help con- 
siderably to stabilize the radio in- 
dustry but—perhaps even more im- 
portant — would also demonstrably 
raise the level of the broadcast 
medium.” 








‘This Is Your FBI’ Joins 
In Westward-Ho Trek 


Add another ta the list of New 
York-originating shows joining in 
the N.Y.-to-L.A. migration. 

On April 1 the Jerry Devine “This 
iIs Your FBI,” sponsored by Equit- 
able Life, exits from Manhattan and 
while it’s said to be “for an indefi- 
nite period” report is that the show 
will stay on the Coast. 

Tipoff as to the show’s 
| permanency is seen in the fact that 
| Devine’s executive assistant, w ho 
| does the casting, etc. goes along 
with the show. 


Coast 


Set Strike Poll 


% of some | 


| Hollywood April 7. A Guild spokes- | 
| man said results of the poll would homes are sampled—the telephone | time-a-week item. In this event, 
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NEW SURVEY CUES 


| 
} 


BID FOR BUSINE SG 


C. E. Hooper is getting ready to | 
“shoot the works” and move in on 
Broadcast Measurement Bureau. On | 
Monday (17) Hooper sent out a re- 
lease announcing that he’s found a| 
solution for each of the limitations | 
involved in his basic audience meas- 
urement, the Hooper Station Listen- 
| ing Index, but behind the announce- 
ment that his Index surveys have 
| already been made in 324 different 
| communities, there’s a none-too- 
| veiled, unmistakable inference that, 
if the stations will go along with 
him, he'll take over the BMB opera- 
| tion lock-stock-and-barrel and do it | 
| for them cheaper. j 
Hooper, who has been a critic of | 

| the BMB techniques and whose oft- 
| quoted Hooperating audience meas- 
| urement is vieing for survival with 
A. C. Nielsen’s Audimeter technique, | 
| acknowledged outright to VARIETY 
that he’s convinced he is making 
| available “a better station listening 
| index.” Further, he says he has 
already received a request to submit 
a proposal to survey one entire 


Everybody in Nashville Squeezing 
Out Opinions for GE's New Meter 





The Eggs Are Free 
Hollywood, March 18 

One way to stimulate cafe 
business is to toss in a broadcast 
as a premium to midday diners, | 
all for the one price of $1.25, | 
Raymond Morgan’s “Heart's De- 
sire’ moves March 24 from Don 
Lee studio to Tom Breneman’s 
eatery where the tap will be put 
on for the double feature. 

Breneman’s “Breakfast in 
Hollywood” was first to establish 
the dollar and a quarter bargain 
special and its success must have 
inspired both Breneman and 
Morgan. NBC and CBS still 
permit no charge to broadcasts, 
with or ‘without the feed bag 
incentive. 


Kate Smith Disks 


a 








| introductory 


Memphis, March 18. 


General Electric’s new opinion 
Meter, a gadget that doesn’t just 


record a “Yes” or “No” verdict, but 
reflects the degree of pro-and-con 


feeling in any crowd on a given 


| subject, is being given a two-week 


workout at WSM, 
Nashville. 

Martin King, of the GE public re- 
lations staff in Schenectady, flew 
the device to Nashvill Sunday (9) 


| via American Airlines, trying it out 


first on the airliner’s passengers 
with the assistance of Ernie Keller, 
WSM staff announcer. 


Designed to measure composite 
opinion of any group numbering up 
to 120 individuals in less than 10 
seconds, the GE opinion Mete1 
operates almost automatically. Per- 
sons being checked are given hand- 
sized device to hold, same being 
connected with the meter, and each 








large state. As “a rough guess” he | 
told Varrety that an all-county job | 
could be done on a station listening 
index basis for $250,000 less than 
BMB collected last year. 


as heretofore limiting the signifi- | 
cance of the Station Listening Index 
as a radio measurment are: 
1. It sampled telephone homes, 
and not all homes in a community. 
2. It was restricted in use to com- 





| 
| 
| 


) munities where the telephone home | 


| population was “adequate” for sam- 
| pling. 


The five factors cited by Hooper | 


As WOR ‘Trailer’ 


WOR, key Mutual station in New 
York, is wrapping up an unusual 
| sustainer featuring Kate Smith re- 


| cordings as a trailer to hypo listen- 
je. interest for her network co-op 


| teeoff next June. 

Singer is cooperating in the 
unique promotion deal by lending 
| the station 900 of her recordings for 
use on the program, which will 
be given its initial airing Saturday 
(22)—three months in advance of 
the debut of her noontime co-op 





| 3. It developed no station audi- stint for Mutual. 


ence information on listening before 
8 a.m. nor after 10 p.m. 


areas, 


tion groups. 


5. It was comparatively expensive 
shows, has slated a strike poll of | for the more remote communities. 
“Revised methods have removed | 5 


each of the five limitations: (1) al 


| 4. Its use was restr icted to urban 


Titled “Kate Smith Serenade,” 
|} the 15-minute platter session will 








and producer, 
| will handle the intros. 

Possibility is seen that the disk | 
|show may develop from «a trailer 
status into a regular program fea- 
; ture, even expanding to a five- 


probably 


| barrier having been cleared com-| the platter session might be brack- 


pletely: 
(Continued on page 40) 
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Much Ado About Nighttime 


‘Spot on CBS Keeps Network 
Staffers in Fine Dither 


Let a good half-hour nighttime 
spot open on a major web—and the 
, fun begins. 

CBS. for example, is still having a 
problem determining who among its 
clients will get the 9 o’clock Satur- 
day night period being vacated by 
American Tobacco’s “Hit Parade” 
show, which moves over to NBC and 
cut down to 30 minutes. Show’s 
| switchover will enable the network 
to re-adapt its Saturday night sched- 
|ule to half-hour programming, since | 
“Hit Parade’s” 45-minute span in- 
| volved program switches on the 
| quarter hour. 


Pet Milk, whose “Saturday Night | 


| Serenade” show now occupies the 


| 9:45-10:15 slot, put in a bid to the | 


network to take over 9 to 9:30 but 
the network turned it down, feeling 
ithe show wasn’t strong enough, It} 
was offered to Procter & Gamble for | 
its Camay “This Is Hollywood” 
show, now in the 10:15 to 10:45 seg- 
ment, but P & G preferred to stay 
| put. 

Soap outfit has built up an 8 to 9 
Saturday listening audience on NBC 
with “Truth or Consequences” and 
“Life of Riley” and couldn’t see in- 
viting a tune-over to CBS at 9. 





Ayer’s Brace of Fillers 


Hal Hackett has set a summer deal 
for Pat O’Brien, with latter okaying 
the script. It’s a dramatic series 
which goes into the CBS spot for 
.Durante-Moore. 

Another N. W. Ayer dog day set 
yesterday (Tues.) is a musical com- 
prising Woody’ Herman, Peggy Lee 
and Dave Barbour’s orchestra as 

,summer standin for Phil Spitalny. ' 


(2) no community is t00 | eted back-to-back with the network 


co-op show, forming a Kate Smith 
—-! Sniith speaks combo for 


gy of the whole deal which 

adds to its unusualness is fact that 
| WOR already has wrapped up a 
| local sponsor (Manhattan Soap) for 
Miss Smith’s co-op stint. So the 
buildup is strictly listener-wise. Ex- 
| cept. of course, that WOR might 
| uncover a little sponsor money for 
| the disker itself. 


MBS To Woo P&G Again 
With Its ‘Queen,’ Now That 
Time Has Been Changed 


A couple months back Procter & | 
| Gamble, which was sponsering one- 





| half of the cross-the-board “Queen | 


for a Day” show on Mutual, gave 
the network the alternative of mov- 
ing the program to another after- 
| noon time segment or face the loss 
| of P & G sponsorship. Client, which 
| shared the bankrolling honors with | 
Miles Labs, felt that its spotting op- 
| Posite ABC's “Bride and Groom” 
| show wasn't doing anybody any 
| good. 

Mutual refused to change the time 
and P & G exited. The network 
| had hoped that Miles would bank- 
roll the entire 30 minutes, but it 
didn’t pan out that way and 15 min- 
utes of “Queen” has been on sus- 
taining basis since. 

Now Mutual is changing the time 
|—just as P & G had originally re- 
| quested. And the talk is that MBS 
| execs will be shuttling out to Cin- 
cinnati to bring their ex-client back 
| into the sponsorship picture. 


NO. 14 FOR HUMMERTS 
Frank and Ann Hummert’s 14th 
daytime serial hits the air on March 
31 in the 10-10:15 NBC slot, when 
Sweetheart Soap sponsors “Katie's 
Daughter.” . . 
It’s the third soaper for Sweet- 
heart. Duane Jones is the agency. 





be slotted at 10:15 a.m. Saturdays | 


and was not applicable to| to start. Dan McCullough, WOR an- 
small town, rural, or county popula- | poyncer 


| person is asked to register the in- 
| tensity of his reaction to various 
| subjects by pressing on the thingu- 
mabob. The meter picks up the cole 
lective intensity of feeling, com- 
putes same electrically for an over- 
all average, and the figure of that 
average is indicated by the jump 
of a hand to the corresponding 
number on a clocklike dial. 

At Peabody College, where one of 
the first demonstrations was given, 
King and Keller assembled a jury 
of 12 from among the 150 faculty 
members and students present. First 
question popped was: “To what de- 
gree do you believe the schools and 
| colleges are equippins their students 
for active life?” Nine thought the 
schools are doing okay and so reg- 
istered strong approval. Three said 
“nix,” no reaction. Result was a 
high figure on the dial, revealing a 
heavy majority strongly affirmative. 
| Eleven of the 12 on the second 
| question, okayed coed schooling. 

One query harked back to Ten- 
| nailendte famous monkey law, ask- 
| ing, “To what degree do you believe 
| that the law forbidding the teach- 
ing of evolution in Tennessee is 
advisable?” Six thought it’ advis- 
able, four did not think so, two 
were on the fence. 
| To test the meter on all sorts of 
audiences, it was taken to the ex- 
clusive Ward-Belmont School for 
girls, to the “Noontime Neighbors” 
studio broadcast for farming folk, 
the “Dixie Nightcap” show for the 
bobby-soxers, and then’ was started 
on a round of civie clubs and other 
schools, both of Nashville and near- 
by smaller cities. 

Type of questions was, of course, 
changed to suit each audience. The 
rural crowd got farm interroga- 
tions, the Civilian Club responded 
on politics and business. 

WSM is giving the experiment a 
big play and has tied the Nashville 
| Tennessean in as co-sponsor, so that 

the paper is also going for the 

meter in a large way. The survey 
is to continue through Monday (24), 














‘Silver Theatre’ to Have 


| New Threads as Sub For 
| ‘Ozzie, Harriet’ Program 


“Silver Theatre” is returning for 
the third successive summer as the 
_replacement for International Sil- 
ver’s “Ozzie and Harriet” Sunday 
night CBS show, but with an unus- 
| ual switch being worked out by 
| Young & Rubicam, agency on the 
show. 

In the past “Theatre” had origi- 
nated from the Coast, with format 
built around six personalities and 
characterizations. This year, how- 
| ever, it will emanate out of New 
York and will be an ali-radio pack- 
age based on characters from N.Y.- 
originating programs. 

Decision followed study made by 
George Gallup, agency's director of 
research, suggesting that the spot- 
lighting of radio characters ‘Mrs. 
Nussbaum,~* “Fortia,’ ‘etc.) would 
have wide audience appeal. 

Conrad Nagel is scheduled to em- 
cee, as in the past. Replacement 
bows in June 15. 
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THK MILTON BERLE SHOW 


With Ray Bleck eorch, Dick Farnay, 
Mary Shipp, Charles Irving, Roland 
Winters, Jack Guilford, Frank 
Gallop, announcer 

Producer: Paul Monroe 

Writers: Nat Hiken, Agron Rubin 

30 Mins., Tues.. 8 p.m. 

PHILIP MORRIS 

WNBC-NBC, N. ¥... 


(Milton Biow) 


The Milton Berle transition from a 
nitery floor to the microphone, after 
a number of hapless tries, is still far 
from complete, but his new show for 
Philip Morris which bowed in last 
Tuesday (11) night on NBC shows 
evidence that the comedian is on his 
way 





If not in the strictest sense an “air 
show.” Berle’s premiere was, at least, 
a funny one; certainly an improve- 
ment over the Rudy Vallee show 
which it replaces. A little more con- 
centration on integrating Berle into 
radio technique, and the Biow agency 
and its ciggie client will probably | 
have hit on the right formula as the 
curtain-lifter “or NBC's Tuesday 
night succession of top-Hooper 
comedy programs. 

Halfway through the opening 
broadcast Berle found himself as a 
radio personality, extracting every- 


thing frem a comedy routine that 
registered some boff laughs. That | 
Berle had a scripting assist from 


Fred Allen's chief writer, Nat Hiken, 
in no way minimizes the fact that 
Philip Morris’ new comedian knew 
what to do with it, and, in sharp con- 
trast to the impression conveyed 
earlier in the program, channeled it 
to the home listener—and not the 
studio audience. The ciosing routine 
about a guy who wants a library | 
card so he can read Harry Butcher's | 
“My Three Years With Eisenhower.” | 
plus the signoff in which the co- 
median tossed around the credit as- 
sists, left the impression that Berle 
could well entrench himself among 
radio’s top comedians. 


But it will mean eradicating faults 
that were apparent in the opening 
half of the show, as, for instance, his 
byplay with announcer Frank Gal-/} 
lop that frequently was directed | 
everywhere, but into the mike and at! 
times became inaudible. Too, the 
timing was off, and to the home| 
listener it was exasperating to catch | 
studio laughter that suggested Berle | 
was going into his nitery-slanted | 
grimacing and routine that must have | 
puzzled many a dialtwister. Berle | 
must remember, too, that a Henny | 
Youngman gag will click with the) 
Broadway habitues, but this is 
coast-to-coast programming’ with | 
many a smalltown detour. Nor were | 
the opening-half comedy contribs by | 
Jack Guilford ana Charles Irving of | 
particularly laugh-provoking quality. | 

The fact remains this is Berle’s | 
show, and he clicked better here than 
in all previous tries. Dick Farnay, a 
Brazilian singer, is a permanent cast | 
member, and an asset, his rendition | 
of “Somebody Loves Me” registering | 
nicely. Ray Block’s orch does its | 
usual good job. but it might do well | 
for Block to soft-pedal some of those 
arrangements. 


Philip Morris cammercials were | 
per usual, with Gallop doing a com- 
petent opening spiel and in the mid- 
way “Johnny-on-the-spot” “produc- 
tion.” However, PM gets in its in- 
nings without the irritating trip- 
hammered technique of some rival 
Ciggie sponsors. Rose. 


. 
THE WHISTLER 


With Elliott Lewis, Cathy Lewis. 


Lurene Tuttle, Joe Kearns, Gerald | 
Meore 


Script Editor: Hareld Swanton 
Producer-Director: George Allen 


30 Mins.; Wed., 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 


|some of its ‘ 
|samplings of Congressional reaction, 


worked, 


| trying to tell his son (Ben Cooper 








WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 


This grade A mystery series is 
getting a deserved break. A Stellar | 
item on the CBS Pacific Network | 
Since 1942 and aired last summer | 
as a Sustainer in the Jack Carson | 
time slot, “The Whistler” went on} 
the full CBS net last Wednesday | 
(12) as a two-time sustainer to build | 


up its preem March 26 under spon- | mat format usually is more effective 


: Finance | than a straight appeal for a cause, 
dropping “That's Fin-| hard facts are still. necessary. 


sorship of 
(which is 
negan”’). 


Jam-pdcked as the air is with 
whodunits, there is room for top- | 
quality mystery entertainment. and | 
this series qualifies for that bracket. | 
It has the tough competition of Bing 


Household 


Crosby's ABC show, but should | 
snare a satisfactory Hooper if it 
continues to deliver as intriguing 


and deftly presented stories as that 
offered on the full-net teeoff. 


“Whistler” is not a whodunit, CBS | 
points out, since its dramas “reach | 
a climax rather thar a solution ... | 
and retribution results from the 
criminal outsmarting himself rather | 
than from clever investigation by 
the police” or a private eye. Whis- 
tler (whose identity is never re- 
vealed) intros -the plot in a remini- 
scent mood and comes into the story 
here and there, not as a rticipant, 
but as_an observer of the charac- 
ters’ actions and motives. Stories 
used in the series are bought frer 
freelancers and scripted by “Bud 
Swanton into the series’ format. 


Production, script and acting or 
the “breaks soup. were first rate. 


Two breaks se@ up for commercial. 
were given ov@r to Red Cross anc 
war bond promotior 








KEN BANGHART 
With Arthur Gary, 
announcers 
Producer: Clay Daniel 
15 Mins., Mon. thru Sat., 6 and 11 p.m. 
PETER PAUL; SHELL OIL 
WNBC-NBC, N. Y¥. 
(Duane, Jones; J. W. Thompson) 
NBC. in interesting Peter Paul 
Candy in sponsoring Ken Banghart 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Shell Oil in carrying the freight 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, has 
sold a good bill of goods. Newscaster 
has a simple format, a plain, every- 
day delivery, a rapid style and clear, 
dramatic voice to keep audiences | 
tuned in as well as posted. Bang- 
hart gives out with straight news, | 
with authoritative comment culled 
around. and lets the facts speak for 
themselves, without interpretation or 
coloration Simple language, clean 
diction. good choice of items, should 
appeal to the average listener. 
Format has Banghart starting with 
a few brief one-liners on news on the 
domestic and foreign fronts; letting 
announcer get in a brief commercial; 
then resuming to dwell at length on 
the most important news of the day, 
before going on to other one-liners | 
snatched up from everywhere. So, 
on Wednesday (12), for instance, 
after mentioning President Truman’s | 
Greece-Turkey speech among other 
intro items, Banghart went back to | 
the speech at some length, giving | 
details, then giving | 


Jack Costelle 





and quotes from foreign reaction to 
the speech. Then he was back to 
brief bits on Churchill's speech in the | 
British Commons: Jerusalem; Greece; | 
Albany: North Carolina; New York 
City; the weather. 

A listener got the news highlights 
(Banghart goes on twice nightly, six 
days a week, at 6 and 11, with differ- | 
ent news, of course, on each airer) in 
headline fashien and a fairly succinct 
briefing on the most important news 
of the day. Bron. 


OLD LADY NEW YORK 

With Paul Dubev, Ben Cooper 
Writer: David Timmons 
Preducer-Director: Jales Getlin 
15 Mins.; Thursday (13), 8:45 p.m. 





SANITATION WORKERS (CIO) 
WMCA, N. Y. 
(Friend) 
With this program in behalf of 


Local 333, Sanitation Workers Union | 
(CIO), the People’s Radio Founda- 
tion made its debut as a radio pro- 
duction agency for labor groups of | 
the Greater New York area. Show | 
was heralded by the PRF as “pub- | 
licizing the union’s work in the}! 
community with a new approach” | 
by telling “a simple story about 
little people.” Primary motive, PRF 
declared. was “to entertain, rather | 
than to inform.” | 

The show’ unfortunately was 
neither very entertaining no- 
informative. It consisted of a dra- | 
matized depiction of the pitiable | 
plight of the city’s sanitation work- 
ers,. who were pictured as over- 
underpaid, tired. grimey, 
smelly, low-caste slaves of ‘Old Lady 
New York. Sketch had one of these 
workers (played by Paul Dubov) 


of “Joyce Jordan” and “Road to 
Life” casts), who was ashamed of 
his father’s lowly work, how vitally 
the “Old Lady” depended on her 
refuse collectors for health and wel- 
fare. Theme drieimed throughout 
was that the ggsvageman gets too 
little money f@ too much work. 
Pitch comes at close as boy asks, 
“Do ya think the old lady will give 
you more money?” Father replies, 
“That's the question I’m asking her 
right now, and I’m waiting for an 
answer?” ; 

Net effect was a rather embar- 
rassed feeling on the part of an 
average listener, coming upon the 
garbageman’s plight for the first 
time and unaware that, as a tax- 
payer, he was oppressing the guys 
who bang ashcans around his neigh- 
borhood when he’s sleeping, or try- 
ing to. No direct appeal was made 
to the listener to petition the City | 
Fathers in the workers’ behalf. In- 
deed, no specific info at all was 
given the listener to stir him to 
civic action. Granted that the dra- 





Production itself was of accepta- 
ble quality and the acting capable. 
Script, however, was somewhat 
maudlin and unrealistic. PRF will 
produce two of these programs for 
the Sanitation Workers, the second 


|; own 


ACADEMY AWARDS 
With Jack Benny, Buddy Twiss, 

Frances Scully, Pat McGeehan, 

Ken Carpenter, Hollywood Star 
Producer: Mervyn LeRoy . 
Music: Lee Forbstein’s orch 
165 Mins.; Thursday (13), 11:45 p.m.- 

2:30 a.m. 

Sustaining 
WJZ-ABC, N. ¥. 

Annual Hollywood clambake that 
goes with the awarding of “Oscars 
by the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts & Sciences never fails to draw 
a great conglomeration of glamor 
names. And this year, in the flacks 
terms, the turnout was more 


| colossal than ever, with everyone on 


hand from Claude Jarman, Jr., to 
Lionel Barrymore. So it was nice 
judgment on ABC’s part to match 
Hollywood’s own 
turning over the web, for the first 
time in 18 years of Oscaring, to the, 
whole two hours and 45 minutes of 
the proceedings. Few of the 
hearties who skipped their sack time 
to hear the works—from one-reel 
shorts to “best actress’—can squawk 
that it wasn’t worthwhile. 

There were perhaps a few more 
than the usual number of fluffs and 
boners in the marathon sesh, and 
while they may have caused crim- 
son faces among the 6,500 who 





superlatives by | 


i 
| 


| 


crowded the Shrine Auditorium in | 


| Los Angeles, they were just a fillip 


to the dialer-inners. As a matter of 
fact, however, the shortcomings of 
ABC in its handling of the show 


YOUTH ASKS THE GOVEEN- 

MENT 
With John Edwards, Mederator 
30 Mins.; Sat., 1 p.m. 

Sustaining 
WMAL-ABC, Washington, D. C. 

This is latest candidate for the 
typically capital-flavored show, and 
is well designed to knock down pre- 
vailing attitude: that all juves are 
delinquent and that.radio has made 
them so. 

Pitch of show, which is the brain- 
child of Robert Saudek, head of 
net’s public service unit, and John 
Edwards, of the D. C. staff, is that 
youth will inherit the Government, 
and should be briefed early in its 
problems. Program is one which 
could originate only in the nation’s 
capital, where Govt. officials of 
every variety are available, and 
where schools’ population is a cross- 
section of the U. S. and even the 
world. 

Format is typical forum type, with 
four to ‘six ‘senior high school stu- 
dents interrogating as high-ranking 
a Govt. official as WMAL staff can 
garner. Teenagers, both: sexes, are 
selected .by local high-school staffs 
and board of education, with selec- 
tions wisely made on basis of in- 


terest, scholarship, radio know-how, | 


etc. ‘ 
On program caught (15), juves 


| had on the griddle William Benton, 
| Asst. Seeretary of State, in charge 


were greater than those of Mervyn } 


LeRoy’s production on the stage. 
Gabbers on the scene—Buddy Twiss 
and Ken Carpenter—were much too 
loath to intercede with visualiza- 
tions of what was going on. They 


| restricted their comment to an in- 


sufficient minimum, with the stay- 
at-homes tco frequently wondering 
what was going on. Whole teridency 
was just to air the proceedings as 


they came over the p.a. system in | 


the hall, without the necessary de- 
scriptive setting of the scene or ad 
libbing in the gaps. A good spicler 
with an imaginative eye for the tre- 
mendous color and drama of the 
spectable would have provided the 
missing link so far as the listeners 
were concerned. 

Nearest approach—and it 
only an approach—to the needed 
color-provider was Frances Scully. 
She gave about five minutes of de- 
scription of what the gals were 
wearing, interspersed with just the 
meagerest bit of who was with 
whom. Inasmuch as Miss Scully’s 
descraptive powers in an ad lib situ- 
ation are limited to about two adjec- 
tives, the whole situation cried out 


Was | 


for an expert ad libber, plus one of | 


the gals, such as Hedda Hopper or 
Louella Parsons, who knows, or pur- 
ports to know, the inside of the in- 
side. When a star wasn’t able to 
appear himself to accept the award, 
the radio audience wasn’t even ap- 
prised of who the proxy was, al- 
though the following day’s papers 
revealed that some of the accepters 
for those in absentia were as big 
names as those they were subbing 
for. 

While show understandably seem- 

ed to be characterized by nervous- 
ness of the participants, and that 
was true of everyone from Jack 
Benny to Eric Johnston. Apparently 
facing a theatreful of people on 
Broadway is as nothing in an actor’s 
life as standing up to an auditorium 
loaded with friends, neighbors and 
enemies. Strangely enough, how- 
ever, it wasn’t anyone on the stage, 
but a guy hidden away in the projec- 
tion booth, who pulled the prize 
boner of the eve by threading up 
his machine to throw the montage of 
past Academy winner on the screen 
upside down and backwards. A long 
fill was necessary, of course, while 
he started over and the ABC boys 
and gals were content to allow Leo 
Forbstein’s orch in the pit to fill the 
gap. 
Also in the boner department was 
Benny’s picking up and repeating of 
Sam Goldwyn’s mention of “Hugo” 
Carmichael in thanking a list of 
those who worked on “Best Years.” 
Benny's cut was unnecessary and 
unkind. Grimmer fluff was the com- 
mentator’s remark, as handless vet- 
eran Harold, Russell walked to the 
platform, that he’s “getting a well- 
deserved hand.” 

Various awards were handed out 


| by a succession of stars, with John- 
| ston giving 
| Accountant stood on the platform 


“best picture” Oscar. 
with sealed envelopes containing the 
winning names and there was con- 
siderable drama in the breaking of 
the seals on these envelopes. It 
could have been pointed up, how- 





skedded tomorrow (20), same time 
and station. 





TOLEDO TONIGHT 
With Heward Malcoim, Todd Branson | 
Writer: Bransen 
Producer: Maicolm 
15 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 5:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WTOD, Toledo | 
Trend towards domestic news is} 
put into bold relief on this news| 
show which spotlights meetings of | 
neighborhood bridge clubs ahead of | 
the Moscow conference and other | 
international affairs. Show, however, | 
is intended to accent local news and | 
does a first rate comprehensive job in | 
‘etailing municipal and state news, 
from chitchat to politics. Latter) 


‘ional and 


sien for local consumption. 


ever, by the commentator. 
Considerable film footage was 
used in the show. the radio listeners 


projection machine sound head. This 
went off fairly well, but here again 
more visualization by ABC gabbers 
was needed for the radio audience. 
Despite these more or less minor 
shortcomings in handling the session. 
ABC scores a showmanly credit for 
airing it in full. It’s a peculiar and 
entertaining bit of Americana 
Herb* 





divided between Howard Malcolm 
and Todd Branson in a _ quasi- 
dramatic fashion. Direct quotes from 
persons in the headlines are handled 
by one, with the other doing straight 











of cultural and informational af- 
fairs, one official big-wig who can 
toss them back as fast as he receives 
them. Youngsters displayed poise, 
excellent comprehension of _ the 
functions in Benton's bailiwick, plus 
a complete lack o- inhibition in 
bringing up ticklish subjects. A 
Negro boy, for example, quite un- 
self-consciously and _ intelligently 
asked questions on handling of race 
riot stories abroad. Benton’s flare 
for showmanship added interest to 
a generally lively give-and-take of 
repartee. ‘ 

Though the youngsters them- 
selves are inclined to be pretty grim 


about it all, humor on this type 
of show arises spontaneously. n 
this instance it was supplied by 


Benton, who was attempting to ex- 
plain the basis on which the State 
Dept. will play up or down do- 
mestic news in its releases and 
broadcasts abroad, Benton’s exam- 
ple ran like this: If Clark Gable 
were to be divorced and get mar- 
ried again, we wouldn’t use the item 
at all. If Clark Gable were to marry 
Margaret Truman we'd probably say 
something about it. 
were to marry Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
velt that would be a different thing 
entirely. There were laughs, but the 
question of taste 
again. 

Program should catch on as soon 
as it becomes known. Discussion is 
at an adult level, with added spon- 
taneity and lack of pulling punches 
as a result of ages of participants. 
Added gimmick is fact that young- 
sters are frequently children of 
Govt. officials themselves, who are 
weaned on problems of national im- 
portance, and are being trained for 
service in this or their own Gov- 
ernments abroad. 

Moderator John Edwards does a 
skillful job of pitching the first ball 
and then keeping it rolling while 
staying as much in the background 
as possible. Lowe. 
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Listeners who remember the hey- 
day of the old Palace theatre were 
led down memory lane by Joe Lau- 
rie, Jr.. “Mr. Vaudeville Himself,” 
on WJZ's (N. Y.) “Echoes of New 
York” last Thursday (13). During 
30 nostalgic minutes, Laurie re- 
called dozens of names of Palace 
headliners, some long gone, but 
many still showbiz greats, and here 
and there he broke into a bar or 
two of a tune that one of them 
made famous. Three other Palace 
standards also were on hand; Aileen 
Stanley, to sing “Chili Bean” with 
the same zest she did 20 years ago; 
Smith & Dale (‘ex-Avon Comedy 
Four), to revive their fast-patter 
Hungarian Restaurant act, and Gus 
Van, to sell “Whatsa Gonna Be 
Next?” and “For Me and My Gal” 
with oldtime sock. 





“Tillie the Toiler,” the Russ West- 
over comic strip, was given an air 
preem on Mutual's “For Your Ap- 
proval” Saturday (15). Inherent_in- 
terest in the strip is considerable and 


getting a special pickup from the | could be built into a hefty Hoopered 


half-hour, 

However, presentation of strip for 
radio purposes involves many prob- 
lems, foremost of which is the fact 
that characterizations of the strip’s 
various personalities have long been 
established, consequently leaving 
writers tackling the job with too lim- 
ited a field. 

That fault was evident on_ its 
Saturday audition, despite the fact 
that scripters J. Franklin Jones and 
Hector Chevigny attempted a degree 
of departure from the static char- 
acterizations in the strip. Same ef- 
fort going into a fresh set of char- 


, acters would permit greater freedom 
nortion o” show concentrates on na-! reportage. In a single news item, ball | to the writers. 


international highlights, | is bounced between the two gabbers | | Times No” and “The Bowery.” 
presenting a well-rounded news ses- | as much as four and five times, mak-| ments were generally of high calibre. | 


Direction, production and enact- 


If Clark Gable | 


is another thing | 





Television Review 


FLORIST SHOP 
With Virginia Smith, Nydia West. 

man, Bruno Wick, Ben Lackland 
Producer: Garth Montgomery 
Director: Fred Coe 
Writer: Winifred Hawkridge 
Set: Bob Wade 
35 Mins.; Sunday (16), 8:35 p.m, 
BORDEN’S 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 

(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

After about six months of Bor. 
den’s-sponsored tele shows produced 
by the Young & Rubicam agency, 
Kenyon & Eckhardt took over Sun. 
day (16) night for the first in its 
series of productions. With the ace 
count presently split between the 
two agencies, the idea is Bor. 
den’s advertising execs to weigh the 
work of the two agencies as far ag 
their tele shows go and then choose 
one to carry on from there. Judging 
from the so-so results of “Florist 
Shop,” that might be a tough job for 
Borden's. 

Whereas Y&R experimented with 
all types of shows, K.&E. is appar- 
ently going to stick to straight dra- 
matic presentations. That's okay if 
| the play is good, but “Florist 
Shop,” a one-acter penned by Wini- 
fred Hawkridge, was not. It was 
another one of those efforts that 
| would have been vastly appealing 

if done on the radio, but didn’t have 
the visual accoutrements necessary 
for video. If the tele producers 
would only bear ,in mind that a 
play for video must be suited more 
to the stage or films than to radio, 
they'd make out okay, but they 
haven't. shown that sort of wisdom 
too often yet. 

Production-wise, K.&E. producer 
Garth Montgomery’s first job was 
good. Only drawback was the com- 
mercial, with a gal speiling through 
an animated head of Elsie, the cow, 
all about the merits of Lady Bor- 





for 


| den’s Ice Cream — something too 
juvenile for adult audiences to ap- 
preciate. Cast was fine, doing as 


good a job as possible with the talky 
and slow-paced play. Virginia Smith 
did a top job as the romantic sales- 
girl in the shop, and Nydia West- 
man, familiar from her motion pic- 
ture work, was equally good as the 
spinster who'd been engaged for 15 
years and whom Miss Smith finally 
got married off. Ben Lackland,.was 





okay as her long-standing fiance, 
but Bruno Wick was just a little 
| too explosive as_ the“ florist shop 


proprietor. 

NBC director Fred Coe had an 
| easy job of handling his cameras 
| and lived up to his reputation as 
| one of the top directors in the busi- 
ness. Bob Wade's single set was 
| good, Stal. 





Transcription Reviews 


GLORIA CARROLL ENTERTAINS 
With Gloria Carroll, Three Embers 
15 Mins. 
Co-op 
18 Stations 

(Kasper-Gordon) 


Pleasant unobtrusive distaff croon- 
ing, “Gloria Carroll Entertains” 
is, withal, pretty listening. So 
pleasant, in fact, that the listener's 
liable to fall asleep before the clos- 
ing commercial. That seems to be 
the drawback to some of these musi- 
cal transcriptions: they lack enough 
character to differentiate one from 
the other, which means loss of iden- 
tification. 

Strength or not, Miss~Carroll puts 
out a rapid succession of listenable 
tunes, including “Blue Skies,” “I'm 
in the Mood for Love,” “Don’t Know 
Why I Love You” and the usual 
quota of standard pops. She does 
_ gab for the show very nicely, 
00. 

Accompanists, Three Embers, with 
Sandy Sanford on the piano, Bill 
Tanner, bass, and Jack Pinna, guilar, 
form a workmanlike group, al- 
though hardly terrific. They grab 
off a solo of “Rose Room” to break 
the string of vocals. There are 78 
disks already cut with more to come. 

Tomm. 

















| 


| FAMILY ALBUM 
| With Gene Jones, The Girl Friends, 
Don Hicks, Hal Freede 
15 Mins, 
| Co-op 
' 14 Stations 


(Kasper-Gordon) 


Boston e.t. outfit of Kasper-Gor- 
don has come up with a neat little 
| song package in “The Family Al- 
| bum” and one which has pretty gen- 
| eral appeal for all markets. 
| segments already cut, some 260 more 
are on the schedule. , 

Ordinary singing format is given 
/a nice twist in this show, with Gene 
| Jones paging back through a “family 
jalbum” to gimmick his way into a 
jtune. Also gives producers a go 
| reason to stick to the standard tunes 
that have general all-time appe2! 
jnecessary for e.t.’s. In platters 
|caught some of the tunes featured 
| were “Down by the Ohio,” “For 
| You,” “Babyface,” “No, No, 1,000 





Production is smooth, with both 


jing for high intereét rc.gntion by | But the radio show will have to go ends open for commercials written 


Format is particularly interesting | dialers. In addition, this news session | beyond the Russ Westovey charac-!in over a musical background. 
‘terizations if it’s to catch on, 


and effective. Announcing chore is 


is clearly written for the ear, 


Tomm. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Henry Reichhold, Detroit Symphony’s (ABC) angel, arrives in N. Y. 
today (19) to wrap up a deal that will maké news by the week-end. ... 
Tom Lewis, head of Y&R radio, in for huddles in Borden “crisis. 


Charter Heslep, wartime radio ‘head of the Office of Censorship, ap- 
pointed Washington correspondent of WOR ..Wells Church, CBS direc: 
tor of news broadcasts, down for talk before American Theater Wing's 
radio workshop next Tues. (25)... .John Bogus, WOR’s music library direc- 
tor. father of a newly-born girl, named Suzanne... .Arthur Moore, Kenyon 
& Eckhardt’s producer of “County Fair,” and Leonard Holton, writer of 
show, heading for Coast to cut some summer shows. Bill Lewis, K & E 
radio veepee, to join them there after stopover in Detroit .H. L. McClin- 
ton and Jim Hanna, radio veepee and radio department chief respectively 


of Ayer, in New Orleans for meeting on Elsctric Companies Advertising | 


Blake, WOR trade news ed, upped 
to assistant director of publicity. Bill Ramsey, radio topper for Procter 
& Gamble, a grandpa for the second time... .Hobe Morrison moving up 
from promotion manager spot at Young & Rubicam into Lester Gottlieb’s 
talent dept....Arthur Vinton added to “Romance of Helen Trent” cast. tes 
Jim Kelly and King Calder with “Our Gal Sunday”’....Gwen Davis, petite 


Program (Hour of Charm)....Bob 


22-year-old radio veteran of CBS soapers “Let's Pretend” and “Aunt | 


Jenny,” to wed chemical engineer Lawrence R. Greenhaus March 30. 


She'll continue her radio career....Tom McDermott, Benton & Bowles’ | 
director of “When a Girl Marries,” getting about on crutches. Snapped | 
..Georgia Lee. Mutual newsrooms | 


an ankle in fall down stairs at.B&B 
Girl Friday, recuping in Washington after parting with her appendix. 

Kenneth Fry, chief of State Dept.’s International Broadcasting Division, 
skeC¢ded as speaker next Tues. (25) on Arno Huth’s international broad- 
casting series at New School for Social Research... .Walter Hackett whip- 
ping up first draft of a new full-length play. Another three-acter from his 
typewriter is in the hands of Theatre, Inc. ...Phil Spitalny and his Charm- 
ers (who posed last week for their first full-ensemble portrait since °45) 
off April 13 for one night stands in Toledo, Grand Rapids, Pontiac, Detroit, 
Wilkes-Barre, Newark and Worcester....Shirley Wolff's WJZ program 
picks up Unicorn Press via Leonard Adv. Agy. as sponsor starting next 


— 


Sabbath (23)....Steven. Mudge, formerly with D'Arcy in charge of Coca- 
Cola “Spotlight, Band” shows, and before that with Mutual and ABC, 
has been appointed manager of the newly opened offices of Ewell & 
Thurber Associates in N. Y....Ernie Martin in from Coast for CBS pro- 
gram huddles....“‘Strange Adventure,” half-hour dramatization series, be- 
ing auditioned by CBS for commercial presentation. .. .““Technique in Radio 
Writing” by Luther Weaver on the Prentice-Hall schedule. .. .Robert Heller, 
head of CBS Documentary Unit, will be the speaker April 22 at the Radio 
Writers Guild Workshop. ...Bill Ackerman of CBS and Earl Ferris were 
initial speakers at New School's publicity-public relations course maestroed 
by Arthur Perles....Nat Halperin, exec sec to Frank Stanton, a father. 
Son was born in Doctors hosp last week. 

Two-hour jazz show to be tossed at Town Hall next Saturday (22) as 





radio that day....M. S. Novik, exec sec’y of the National Assn. of Educa- 
tional Broadcasters, to be NAEB’s delegate at three-day national confer- 
ence of UNESCO opening next Monday (24) in Philly. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Just for a change, Bill Thompson used his own voice in the guest spot 
with Joan Davis. Could be that he stays on rest of the season ...Donald 
O’Connor’s agent forced Ygung & Rubicam to revise his contract on the 
Ginny Simms show and among other things he controls what is written for 
him in the 12-minute spot. Tom Lewis practically took over direction of 
last week’s show and the. results were far from gratifying. Ben Brady 
has been doing it much better....Whila Wilson, onetime office manager 
of the Compton agency, has turned agent to handle Don Sharpe's list.... 
| Bob Longnecket .installed a wire recorder in the CBS lobby to sample 
audience reaction to the Jack Paar audition. It will come in handy on the 
sales pitch. ...Larry Finley east to record a new batch of “Myrt and Marge” 
shows....Artie Phillips’ contract for writing “Maisie” extends six weeks 
beyond cancellation of the show and when he insisted on full payment 
Milton Biow ordered him to deliver the scripts for the show that isn’t 
| there. He has also been allowed an assistant so he'll call in help to write 
| the ghost show....Talk of the trade is what Al Jolson’s guesting means to 
a show’s Hooperating. Bing Crosby and Eddie Cantor are his chief rooters 
and well they may be....Eddie Pola is trying to resign as producer of 
the Alan Young show, which has had more than its share of hassels.... 


testimonial to WOV disk jockey Fred Robbins, who marks seventh anni in | 


Edgar Bergen’s sponsor may yield to his plea for a Coast repeat to boost | 
his rating next season. His contract expires Jan. 1 and what with all the | 


bids wafting his way his dictate can’t be ignored. 


IN CHICAGO ... 











Russ Young replaces Phil Bowman as director of Wing Cigarets “Fact 





Meet Mr. RATINGS 
of “Scotland Yard” 








Broadway has seen him in a dozen or more smash- 
hits. Movie audiences from Maine to California 
have seen him in scores of SRO pictures. 


Millions have heard him, as guest-star, on the top- 
fifteen radio shows including Allen, Benny, Burns, 
Burns & Allen, Crosby, Hope and Screen Guild. 


Millions more followed him for three years (May 
1943 to June 1946) as “Sherlock Holmes” on Mutual 
where he was the big factor that made that show. 
(His January 1946 National Hooperatinz was 12.2) 


On January 21, he started on Mutual in a new show 
“Scotland Yard.” His first rating was 6.3. (His first 
Holmes rating was 4.4) 


Yes, Basil Rathbone is Mr. Ratings of “Scotland 
Yard”, and with “Scotland Yard” he is going to re- 
peat if not outstrip his former success. Why ? Because 
in “Scotland Yard” he has an even better vehicle; 
in Peter Barry he has the writer (Barry also writes 
Falcon, Shadow, Exploring the Unknown); and in 
Carlo de Angelo (who produces Eno Crime Club, 
and other mysteries) he has the producer. 


This four-way combination (Mr. Ratings, story, 
writer, producer) is the buy of the year for a spon- 
sor. Why don’t you call for the full story? 


Mutual Broadcasting System 


WORLD'S LARGEST NETWORK 





or Fiction” show with Bowman planning to make his home on the Coast 
after the first of the month....John Ravenel new radio staffer at McCann- 
Erickson. ...Ed Skotch, ABC producer, to conduct second edition of radio 
clinic, Practical Advertising Ciub, for Chicago Federated Advertising Club 
and Women’s Advertising Club....Last Thursday silver anniversary for 
Chi’s oldest station WMAQ ...C. E. Hooper indoctrinated about 100 local 
subscribers to new national projectable ratings....Ed Kobak weekending 


office for him in Hollywood. 

Jack Brickhouse fills in for Don Gorden on Tom Mix announcing March 
17 thru 31....New baby daughter last Wednesday for Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Lymberg of CBS Chi sales office....Angelyn Orr named radio council 
head for Illinois Assn, for the Crippled....Gene Phillips moves from news 
to publicity at WGN——Bigtimers in sports bowed to Russ Winnie of WTMJ 
at testimonial dinner for him in Milwaukee for his sports casting and 
announcing of more than 7,000 programs in the last 18 years... .Geraldine 
Kay added to cast of ABC’s “Sky King” and WGN’s “Girl Meets Boy”... . 
ABC Breakfast Club’s latest move to meet the people will be aboard ferry- 
boat “Brooklyn” in New York Bay in April....Kay Campbell another 
actress to leave for the towers of Manhattan....Jack Ryan, NBC press- 
manager, to take a busman’s holiday with family visiting stations and radio 
eds in Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas, Nebraska and Iowa....Jim Mahoney 
out in stix station relationing Mutual affiliates. 


CLAIMS ‘JUVE JURY’ | Listeners’ Poll Plea: 
| SWIPED, ASKS 5006 Nix on Commercials, 
Chicago, March 18. Keep FM Ivory-Pure 


Half-million-dollar suit. was filed 
last week in U. S. District Court of | Chicago, March 18. 
“Keep commercials out of FM” 


New York by attorneys for Bill | 
local announcer and disk | Was the almost united plea voiced 


Evans, 
jockey on WGN, against four de-|im audience poll by WEFM, local 
Zenith radio station, First 10 days 


| fendants for using the radio show, 
, “Juvenile Jury,” without his per- | f poll among listeners showed 99 
and almost 44/100% in favor of 


| mission. Defendants are Mutual’s , 
station WOR, New York; the spon- keeping the present program setup 
of recorded music and no advertis- 


sor, General Foods; the emcee, Jack | ing Two alternatives given to list- 











wot the producer, Dan Ehren-/ eners were: should the station go 
. commercial and sell advertising or 
Attorneys for Evans (Hinckle, 


should the station discontinue oper- 
Horton, Ahlberg, Hansmann & Wup-/ ation as soon as there are enough 


| per) contend that Evans filed the | FM. Stations to insure a variety of 
moppet show with the copyright of- | programs. Both choices rated too 
| fice in 1944 and in 1945 presented it | low to be discernible. 

| to Mutual in Chicago but it was re-| Poll was result of aired requests 
_jected. Last May the show went onto aud during programs and letters 
| WOR where it is claimed to be the | sent to 4,500 subscribers of station’s 
| idea of Jack Barry, same name and | monthly log. Of first 1,500 replies 
'all. Show was originally a sustainer | more than 50% were not on log 
,on WOR and the Mutual net, but is | mailing list. Although a total of 
'now sponsored by General Foods, . 5,000 replies is still an inadequate 


caine gp ye are approximately 
, sets in use in the metro- 
Bond Clothes to Sponsor 

ND. Grid Games on WJW 


politan area, station officials don’t 
Cleveland, March 18. 


expect too many more in the next 
few weeks and will, for the present, 

First play-by-play airing of a full 
Notre Dame football schedule by a 


continue to broadcast 14 hours daily 

of exclusively recorded music sans 
Cleveland station under local spon- 
sorship was set last Fri. (14) when 


commercials. 
Bond Clothing Co. signed for deal 


BRENNER LOOKS SET 


AWIW Sports Director Jim Dud- 
ley will do on-the-spot remotes on| WAAT (Newark) disk jockey for- 
games, both at home and away,|™erly at WNEW (N. Y.), to suc- 
starting with the season's opener at | ceed Barry Gray on the WOR 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 4. Dudley, who did| (N. Y,) all-night show, Gray does 
‘play-by-plays on the Detroit Lions | his Swan-song on the 2-5:45 ‘a.m., 
games last season, also is slated | aves -nights- weekly stanza next 
‘cover the Lions sked again this | Saturday (22), with WOR currently 
| year. | wrapping up a 15-minute cross-the- 

Notre Dame coverage will take | board afternoon program for Gray. 
| Dudley to Los Angeles for season Station at same time hopes to 
|closer against U.S.C. Other games| sign Alda Products, plastics manu- 
'on Irish sked: Purdue, Oct. 11; Ne-|facturer, as sponsor for the all- 
ibraska, Oct. 18; Iowa, Oct. 25; night jockey-gab session. It would 
|Navy, Nov. 1; Army, Nov. 8; North- | be the first time WOR has found a 























western, Nov. 15; Tulane, Nov. 22, | bankroller for the complete show. 





with Chi staffers....Biggie Levin denies that Dolph Nelson is staffing an | 





FCC Calls For 
FM Data, Or Else 


Washington, March 18. 

Following through on an earlier 
appeal for the same info, FCC last 
week informed about 40 bidders for 
FM stations that if they didn’t file 
three copies of a weekly program 
analysis with the commission by 
April 1, their applications would be 
dismissed pronto. 

The commission Feb. 28 pointed 
out that around 50 FM candidates 
had still not filed this program info, 
The program analysis is that spelled 


|}out in the FCC’s Blue Book and is 


already required in bids. for new 
standard station. and in license re- 
newal applications, 


As soon as FCC aprnounced it 
would require the program data 
|from all would-be FM _ licensees, 


NAB president Justin Miller issued 


|a separate statement to broadcasters, 





| 
| 











FOR WOR ALL-NIGHTER 


Deal appears set for Paul Brenner, | 





; 


He reiterated his stand that FCC had 
no authority to require the program 
analysis and urged those who filed 
it to go on record to this effect. 

It was speculated that some of the 
FM candidates who have delayed 
getting the program breakdown to 
Washington may be following the 
NAB president’s advice. Others, FCC 
members said, were probably not 


|} too anxious to go ahead with FM at 


this time, in any event. 














DO YOU HAVE 
A PACKAGED 
FOOD PRODUCT 





THEN YOU NEED 





WAAT 


because, WAAT listeners 
eo Deg merece of poe’ 
aged foods, and because 
WAAT produces cash 
register results (our 
present food advertisers 
keep renewing and 
renewing their radio 
advertising contracts). 














THEY KNOW THAT— 


WAAT DELIVERS 
MORE LISTENERS 
PER DOLLAR IN 
NORTH JERSEY 
AND NEW YORK 
CITY THAN ANY 
OTHER STATION 
».INCLUDING ALL 
50,000 WATTERS. 
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Close Decision Awaited in WIR Case 


Portentous to Other Clears’ Pleas 


Washington, March 18. 





It will be a close decision and one 
with jmplieations for a half-dozen 
other radio appeals when the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia hands down a rul- 
jng on FCC’s right to spot daytime | 
stations outside the normally pro- | 
tected contours of the favored clear- | 
channel stations. 

WIR, Detroit, and FCC clashed in 
court argument here last Thursday 
(13) on the commission s right to put 
daytimers on the clear channels with- 
out going through hearing. 

Specifically, WJR wanted the 
court to make FCC take back a day- 


time grant to the Tarboro Broadcast- | 


ing Co., Tarboro, N. C. (WCPS). The 


station claimed WCPS would inter- | 


fere with. its service in the cutover 
region of Michigan where FCC's own 


surveys show WJR the “most lis- | 
tened-to station both day and night. 


FCC attorney Max Goldman told 
the court no interference would be 
suffered by WJR, which is entitled 
te pretection under the commission's 
present rules, and FCC was plainly 


acting within its rights in divvying | 


up the clear channel this way. The 
court commented that it never hurt 
“te hear both sides” before handing 


-out licenses. 


WJR aiso argued that-by assigning 


daytimers on the clears FCC was | 


prejudging its own clear channel] in- 
vestigation and making it impossible 
fer the bigtime stations to get the 
750 kw power they were seeking. 
Goldman's answer was that a dozen 
other questions were in debate in the 
clear channel probe and that the 


existence of the dayilime stations 
weuld net make much difference 
either way. 


The WJR argument was only the 
first of a series of appeals by the 
clears. Last week, the commission 
filed its brief in the same court where 
WGN, Chicago, is protesting assign- 
ment ef a daytime station in Rich- 
mond, en the WGN channel. Com- 
missien’s answer here is same as that 
for WJR, that interference is too 
small te be considered in FCC's, pres- 
ent rules. WGN’s desire for 500 kw 
is “se ebviously remete and insub- 








‘—And We Quote’ 
Washington, March 18. 

NAB has _ spearheaded its 
“public relations” campaign for 
broadcasters by distributing to 
members articles in defense of 
radio’s crime serials. as thev 
may affect young listeners. and 
the much-discussed daytime soap 
operas 

In defense of the spine-chillers. 
NAB recently sent out 5.000 re- 
prints of an article in the 
Women’s Home Companion en- 
titled “Those Dreadful Pro- 
grams.” Author is Josette Frank. 
educational associate of the 
Child Study Association. Miss 
Frank claims the crime thrillers 
turn out to be a good thing for 
the kiddies if the parent don’t 
let them overdo it. 


Last week NAB followed 
through with distribution of a 
Coronet piece called: “I Love 
Soap Operas,” written by an 

| “average housewife” who does 
just that. 
FA A NA CRI Beit SRA SS 








stantial an interest” it is not an ade- 
quate basis of appeal, the FCC's brief 
declared. 


At the same time, WLW, Cincy, 


and WHAS, Louisville, also went to | 


|} court. WLW protested an FCC grant 

| to the Middle West Broadcasting Co.. 

| St. Paul, and WHAS appealed a grant 

| to Oklahoma A. & M. College, Still- 
water. 

Other clear channel appeals are in 
process from KFT, Los Angeles, and 
WSM, Nashville, WCKY, Cincinnati, 

| also has protested a grant to Patrick 
| Joseph Stanton fcr daytime opera- 
tion in Philly on WCKY’s channel. 


Heusten—W illiam S. Newkirk, an- 


mouncer with KTRH prior to the 
| war and since his return from over- 
| Seas duty in Nov., 1946, has been 
named program director of KATL, 
|new station owned by Fred Weber 


lthe air April 1. 


SEEK MULTI-WEB SHOW 
AS ARMY WEEK TOPPER 


Army, convinced that the newly 
won peace will be soon lost if the 
| nation fails to maintain a strong | 
defense setup, is stretching Army | 
Day inio an Army Week this year, | 
April 6-12, for the first time, and 








this week was mobilizing civic, 
i patriotic, entertainment and infor- 
| mation forces for a pageantry of 
| spectacular events, including seeks | 
jbly a multi-network show from | 
| Hollywood. 





Drum-beating to enlist support of | 
| broadcasters took place at a Waldorf | 


| (N. Y.) luncheon last Wednesday ! 
(12) with James Sauter accepting 
designation as entertainment chair- 


man and announcing that the enter- 
; tainment industry’s War Activities | 
Committee would be “reactivitated” | 
for 10 days to aid Army Week Sta- | 


| tion and network reps were briefed 
at the luncheon on general plans 
Host was Col. Charles F. H. Johnson 
of the Military Order of World 


| nationally. 

Radio highlight of the week will 
be the network broadcast from the 
Coast, in which the Army and Navy 


|Camp Shows for its 
|to wartime morale. 
slated for April 
not been set. There's 
more than one net will air the cere- 
monies, but which webs can clear 
jtime was not determined up to 
yesterday (18). 


contributions 
Broadcast is 





| 


MBS Special Babe Ruth 


| Mutual will knock 10 minutes off 


“Juvenile Jury” broadcast Sunday, 
| April 27, to air a special “Babe Ruth 
| Day” program (1:50-2 p. m.), which 


throughout the country. 


The Babe is expected to be suffi- 
ciently recovered from his 
surgery to appear on the 
| Other scheduled speakers are base- 
i|ball czar “Happy” Chandler; 
Frick and William Harridge, prexys 
of the National and American 





| Ruth began his ball career. 
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FCC Nix on Calumet Permit Upheld 
By D.C. Court Based on WOKO Decish 





Wars, which is sponsoring the week | 


7. but the hour has ! 
possibility | 


reeent | 
program. | 


Ford | 


Leagues, and Brother Gilbert, head | 50,000-watter, 
‘ef New Orleans, expected to go on/of the Baltimore orphanage where George 


¥ 


Red Complex 
Hollywood, March 18. 

Red Skelton and hig writers 
went to bat with NBC on the 
propriety of “diaper delinquent” 
in the script. 

However, it was ruled out by 
headman Sid Strotz on appeal 





from the censors, 


FCC Slaps Down on New 
Daytimers With False 


Clear Channel Claims 


Washington, March 18 
Some of the new daytime stations 
which have gone on the air recently 
to share the daytime ether of the 
big-time clear channel stations have 
gotten in Dutch with the FCC for a 
practice the commission claims is 





| definitely false and misleading ad- 


a Arn | vertising. 
| will award official citations to USO- | 


For example, WGAY, Silver 
Spring, Md., operates daytime on 
1050kc wavelength, a Mexican clear 


channel For a time, the station's 
stationery plugged it as a “clear 
channel station,” indicating wide 


coverage and top power. Clears are 
the favorite meat of advertisers and 


| sponsors. 


FCC promptly teld the Silver 


Spring station te cut the comedy 
| and te represent itself as a daytime- 


Show to Be Aired April 27 | 


only watter with local channel cov- 
erage. 
Other reports have reached FCC 


| ing to capitalize on their position on 
| the favored channels. 
| will be loud-speakered in ball parks | 


The commis- 
sion says it will chastise every 
licensee who misrepresents itself in 
this way. 


KFI HIKES TYLER 
Hollywood, March 18. 
Haan J, Tyler, formerly an ac- 
count exec with the NBC-affiliate, 
has been appointed sales manager of 
KFI. He succeeds 
Whitney, who resigned 





‘March 1. 


Washington, March 18. 

Leaning heavily on the Supreme 
Court decision in the case of 
WOKO, Albany, the U.S. court of 
appeals for D.C. last week upheld 
FCC’s decision to refus. a construc- 
tion permit to the Calumet Broad- 
casting Corp. of Hammond. Ind. 
The company was turned down be- 
cause its “officers and principal 
stockholders were reluctant, evasive 


, and guilty of a lack of candor, and 
that they misrepresented and con- 
cealed facts.” 

The district court, quoting gen- 


erously from the high court's ruling 
on WOKO, upheld FCC in a unan- 
vote. The court had 
two-to-one to ipset a cem- 
take WOKO off 
the air for “deceptions” though the 
FCC was later affirmed by the Su- 
preme Court. 


imous Same 
voted 


mission ruling to 


In the Calumet case last week, 
the district court cited the Supreme 
Court ruling on WOKO to the ef- 
fect: “The willingness to deceive a 
regulatory body may be disclesed 
by immaterial and useless decep- 
tions as well as by material and 
persuasive The lower ceurt 
declared the difference between the 
gravity of WOKO’'s offense and that 
of the Calumet officers was that 
here “the concealment or failure to 
disclose was cf material facts.” 

Doris Keane and Dr. Geerge 
Courrier, principals in Calumet, had 
been evasive and given conflicting 
testimony on the financing and par- 
ticipation of steckholders in the 


ones.” 


| station, according to FCC's findings. 
of several midwest wee-watters try- | 


The district court slapped down 
other charges against FCC ty Calu- 
met. These were that FCC's lawyer 
had used “harassing tactics” and 
had not followed “due process” in 
his quizzing of witnesses. The court 
also dismissed Calumei’s charges 


| that FCC had acted illegally in ac- 


cepting for the record phenegraph 
records purporting te be a conver- 
sation ameng Calumet stockholders. 





Dallas—New additions te anneunc- 
ing staff of WFAA include Russ Hall 
and John McLane. 











SS 


== 








* His Tuesday, Thursday and Seturday sponser, 
the Jecob Ruppert Brewing Company, hes 
been on this program continuously for 9 years. 


** And the baseball season is coming! 


WOR’s ace sportscaster, Stan Lomax, is the low-cost night- 
time advertising buy in New York. After fourteen years of 
sports coverage, Lomax has an audience of unquestioned 
loyalty. Men in his own field respect him too; they've elected 
him president of the Sports Broadcasters Association. Sales- 
wise his record is one to envy. In the brief space of 7 weeks he 
sent 11,985 WOR listeners into the salesrooms of Dodge aute 
dealers. One Lomax announcement provoked 4,713 “Gimmes’” 
for a sports pamphlet. And what the Bronx County Trust Co. 
thinks of him can best be summed up in a quote, “He changed 
a slump into a period of great activity.” There will be an 
epening Monday, Wednesday and Friday* on the Stan Lomax 
6:45 p.m. time beginning April 1. Even in Winter months** 
sponsors of Stan Lomax on this same three day a week eched- 
ule are accustomed to reaching over 575,000 radio homes a 
week at a total cost of approximately one-third of one cent 
per home per week. Call or write our sales offiee today. WOR, 
1440 Broadway. PE 6-8660. 
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Tele’s Full Speed Ahead 


——meen Continued from page 1 

















the same bogey of potential obso-,CBS system operates at 24 frames 
lescence, can also now be assured | per second, same as the current 
that the sets will last for that | black and white standards, which 
length of time, at least. With manu- | require e- 17-megacycle bandwidth. 
facturers.turning out more sets and | Only 27 channels would be available 
the public willing to buy them, con-|under the system, which the FCC 
sequently, it’s expected that here- ruled was not sufficient for a true 
tofore wary bankrollers will be!| competitive business, RCA’s pro- 
ready to jump on the tele band- | posed all-electronic system, on the 
wagon and give the medium the/other hand, would operate at 30 
financial backing necessary to pro-/|frames per second on a 12.55 mega- 
duce the top-calibre shows to bring | cycle bandwidth, making more chan- 
it out of its long-suffering rut. nels available. Although RCA engi- 
Compromise Kayoed neers still predict it will take at 

FCC’s decision was clear and def- least four more years for their sys- 


inite. with no hint of the rumored |tem to be adequately tested, the FCC | 


compromise to please both factions |implied it should at least be given a 
in the fight. Commission paid little chance. 

heed in the ruling to the economic Brightness of the color pictures 
factor but, instead, based the de-|under the CBS sequential method 
was only demonstrated for the FCC 
at hearings and the Commission de- 
clined to state whether they were 
bright enough for home use, Com- 


. > ; missioners pointed out, however, 
television following the FCC's | that any increase in brightness 


nix of its color bid remains up }meant an increase in flicker, with 
in the air. CBS prexy Dr. Frank | 


day | the same situation holding true for 
a mer ras yee seme {color breakup. If the CBS method 
(Tuesday a 


; | were okayed, consequently, the FCC 
would be made until the web J q 


, J : isaid it might be “forced to limp 
chiefs had received a copy of | 


haw a j}along” under those unfavorable con- 
the decision and had an oppor= | ditions for some time. 


tunity to examine it. a | In a surprise statement, the FCC 
. “We understand the decision implied that the present black and 
is quite lengthy and it deals | White standards were not the best 
with highly technical subjects, obtainable, pointing out that it 
Stanton said. might be possible to get better pic- 
pens tures than those now transmitted by 
cision entirely on the techrical side, incorporating more of the war-time 


j 





CBS’ ‘No Comment’ 


Position that CBS will take in | 








stressing specifically that a feasible |¢lectronic developments. Present 


system required more field-testing, |>lack and white system, however, 
lead supaesive sets and narrower |@fords an adequate service to the 
band-widths than the CBS system public, the Commission said. Ruling 
presently affords closed with a request that all manu- 
“There has not been adequate field facturers cooperate in tilting the 
testing for the Commission to be |°°St of tele receivers to the lowest 
able to proceed with confidence that possible price, declaring that video 
the system will work adequately in |COUld only serve its purpose as an 
ractice,” the ruling stated. “There educational and entertainment medi- 
ee be other systems to transmit | U™ if receivers were available to the 
color that offer the possibilities of | ®Ve™age family. 
cheaper receivers and narrower ss 


band-widths that have not yet been 

fully explored.” FCC pointed out 2 NEW MASS. STATIONS 
that all CBS field testing had been 

done within range of one city—New TAKE T0 AIRW AVES 
York — with only 15 receivers in 

operation and all 15 in the hands of Boston, March 18. 
CBS personnel. When commercial} Two new radio stations are ready 
standards were established for black | to go in eastern Massachusetts, one 
and white video, on the other hand, | on the air as of Sunday (16), the 
there were seven stations in opera-| other set for about April 1. 

tion and several thousand receivers; On the air Sunday was WHAV, 
in the hands of the public. Commis-/| paverhill, full-time outfit owned 
sion also declared it would have| nq operated by the Haverhill Ga- 


been advisable to have the system | jotte Slot is 1490 kilocycles with 
tested more for remote pickups and 250 watts behind it. The other is 


in public places, such as bars and WKOX, Framingham, a GI outfit at 
restaurants, where television is cer- 1190 k * with 1,000 watts. 


tain to become a big entertainment WHAV staff includes John T. 
medium. 


aes : Russ, gen. manager; Al Taylor, for- 
Decision also pointed out that the| oii, of WCAU, Philadelphia, pro- 


gram director; James Dunbar, com- 
mercial manager; Bob Kimel, sales 
assistant to Dunbar; Herbert Brown, 
chief engineer, and William Mitten, 
news editor. Announcers are Ken 
Ash, Whit Clark, Paul Danuels, 
Larry Howara and Roland DuBois. 

WKOX, all-GI station headed by 
Richard Adams and James Shoe- 
maker, is located in Framingham, 20 
miles out of Boston. Production and 
promotion manager is G. Ellis Mott. 



























Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. ‘ Cincinnati—Felix Adams, Jr., for- 








friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EST mer program director of KOB, Al- 
M-G-M—*“This f Keeps” * 
“ag =. clon” buquerque, has been added to an 


nouncing staff of WCKY. 





Around the Clock... Around the Year... . 


KDYL 


is the POPULAR station 


ACCORDING TO HOOPER SHAVES 


DuMont Doubling Prod. 


Losing no time in taking ad- 
vantage of the boon to manu- 
facturers in FCC’s denial of the 
CBS color television bid, Du- 
Mont announced yesterday that 
it was “more than doubling” its 
output of receiver sets for 1947 
because of the decision. 

Dr. Allen B. DuMont, prexy 
of DuMont labs, declared that 
the importance of the ruling to 
video’s progress “cannot be too 
highly stressed,” at the same 
time lauding the FCC for ruling 
as it did. 














St. Louis AFRA 
Wins Wage Hike 


t. Louis, March 18. 

The St. Louis chapter of AFRA | 
last week won a resounding wage | 
demand :victory from three of the! 


four local major stations, KMOX | 
(CBS outlet): KWK, (Mutual out- 
let) and KXOK (ABC outlet) and 
figures to win a similar joust from 
KSD (NBC outlet) next month 
when the current contract with that 
station expires. 

A threat of a strike at midnight 
Sunday (2) because of the _ in- 
ability of the AFRA exec board and 
station execs to reach an agreement 
over the wage demands was post- 
poned at the request of the Board 
| of Education, then in the midst of a 
tax increase campaign; A. J. Hum- 
mert, a federal conciliator, and a 
KXOK exec. 


In announcing the postponement, 
Sterling Harkins, prez of the local 
AFRA chapter, stated that unless 
the organization’s demands of -$80 
per week for gabbers, an increase 
from $55, and other concessions 
were made the strike would be 
called Wednesday (12) at midnight. 
Almost continuous huddles were 
held and the agreement was finally 
John Hancocked just 15 minutes be- 
fore_the deadline. 


In addition to the increase for 
gabbers now employed at the three 
stations the new pact will fix a $70 
starting salary for newcomers for 
the first year and $75 for the second. 
In addition a 35% increase for ac- 
tors, singers, etc. was obtained; an 
increase of 10% for out-of-sked 
fees; the right to reopen the con.- 
tract, which runs for two years, if 
the cost of living rises another 10%, 
The contract also prohibits the em- 
ployers from reopening the con- 
tract for the purpose of reducing 
wages. 

The union originally asked for a 
hike from $55 to $85 for the gab- 
bers but later shaved this figure to 
$80. The employers offered $70 and 
the situation was stalemated until 
last week. The new increases are 
retroactive to concluding dates of 
the old contract; Jan. 31 at KMOK, 
Feb. 15 at KWK and March 1 at 
KXOK. About 200 AFRA members 
are employed at the three stations. 

KSD, which is owned and op- 
erated by the St. Louis Post-Dis- 
patch (Pulitzer), and has been lib- 
eral with its editorial and other 
employees, is not expected to delay 
inking a new pact April 5 when the 
present one expires. 


CBS -- FM 


Continued from page 30 









one of its other applications was 
dropped. 


FCC’s ruling on WAPI was looked 
on as significant since CBS owns 
only 45% of that station and does 
not vote the stock. Yet FCC is peg- 
ging it as a network-controlled sta- 
tion for purposes of divvying up FM 
assignments and apparently’ will 
treat other partially-owned net sta- 
tions in the same fashion. 


CBS had been urged by FCC men 
and other broadcasters to bid for FM 
in Washington. It is the only net- 
work not yet represented in Wash- 
ington FM. 

CBS, it is argued, has more to gain 
from FM here than most other 
standard broadcast operators. The 
net’s 50 kilowatts power has never 
given it comparable coverage with 
other stations of lesser power be- 
cause of WTOP-CBS’ position at the 
top of the dial (1500 kc) and a not 
too good transmitter location. FM 
will give it comparable coverage, 
which is consistent during both day 


ABC, and recently appointed assist- 
ant to G. A. Richards, is here for a 


troit. 


— 


inside Stufi—Radio 


CBS, slickest of the nets in producing promotion brochures, has come up 
with a beauty telling of an analysis of 5,000 letters out of more than a 
quarter million written to U. S. Rubber Co. by listeners of its N. Y, Phij. 
harmonic-Symphony broadcasts. Letters were all received over a 29-week 
period starting Oct. 7, 1945, in response to an invitation to the public to 
write in for free copies of 15-min. science talks delivered at intermissions 
in the concerts. 

Cleverly keyed to one of these letters, penned by a Chinese laundryman 
named Loo Tuo Yung in Birmingham, who described himself as a “regular 
listener,” the brochure contends the study of listeners’ comments “helps 
to scuttle a formidable body of superstition in the folklore of radio by es. 
tablishing..that a radio program can be sponsored and still be in the public 
interest...that the average American radio listener is capable of com. 
prehending a program of substantial intellectual content...that the vast 
area of fine music appeals to an unsuspectedly wide segment of the- total 
radio audience...that radio, despite its function as a mass agency of com. 
munication, is not committed to satisfying the common denominator of 
public taste, etc.” 

Booklet contains, however, a seeming refutation of the conclusion that 
this “intellectual” radio fare attracts the average listener. Of the 5,000 
letters, presumably selected at random, 3,500 came from “architects, law- 
yers, doctors, dentists, professors, jurists, students and clergymen.” The 


remaining 1,500 came from “big and little business, from Army and Navy, 


from the embassies and consulates of foreign nations, from editors and 
pubiishers, from the key industries of the nation...and from seven prison- 
ers serving time in assorted penitentiaries.” Obviously, the percentage of 
letters from listeners in Loo Tuo Yung's strata of society, or from the 
butchers and bakers, housewives and shop girls who compose the largest 
segment of the listening public, was not impressively high. 

When news broke that Rep. Walt Horan had tossed a bill (HR. 81) in 
Congress’ hopper calling for an investigation of crime programs on the 
radio, Benton & Bowles, agency for General Foods’ “House of Mystery” 
(Mutual), dispatched a couple of agents to D. C. to find out what the 
Washington State rep had against their whodunit and how he would im- 
prove on it. B&B’ers didn’t find the congressman in, but called at his 
home and left some material regarding the show for him to look over, 
Agency is now in receipt of a letter from Horan saying he looked over the 
evidence (including kudos the show has won as @ first-rate item in the 
mystery category) and assuring B&B “that I did not have such a program 
in mind when I introduced HR 81.” 

Amusing side on the affair was supplied by Mrs. Horan when the agency 
people called at the lawmaker’s home. Day he pitched the bill in the 
hopper, Horan came home and found his five children huddled in the liv- 


ing room. He was about to speak, but they shushed him. They were 
listening to a mystery program. 

Listener response via fan mail, wires and phone calls following U. S. 
radio debut of Ferruccio Tagliavini, Italian tenor, who arrived in this 
country last fall and created excitement at his Met bow in January, has 
resulted in his being lined up at least one and possibly three more guest 
shots on the “Telephone Hour” (NBC). Singer made his air debut on pro- 
gram Feb, 24. 

Definite date is May 19 airing of “Telephone Hour,” preceding Taglia- 
vini's takeoff on South American tour from which he'll return in fall. Two 
possible additional appearances on “Hour” would be skedded late in year, 
It’s possible, too, his wife, Pia Tasserini, lyric soprano, more famous in Italy 
than her husband, will share spot with him on one of the stanzas. 

Some of Washington’s new daytime-only indies are making capital of 
their smallness and newness by taking the listeners into their confidence 
about everything that happens at the station. And, judging by the results, 
the listeners like these “behind-the-scenes” skirmishes. For example, 
WQQW has a 15-minute “Talk With the Listener” stint every Saturday 
afternoon. Manager Paul Martin introduces one or more of the station’s 
personnel or one-of-the taient- men; chats’ about’ the mail, discusses fluffs 
that have been pulled during the week, and some of the funny things that 
happen in any radio station operation. Similar period called “The Man- 


ager’s Corner” is conducted by Joseph Brechner, program manager of 
WGAY, Silver Spring, every Sunday at 4 p.m, 


M his—Roy Acuff, the hillbill 

D.C. Ad Agency Buys ane oo gifted the First Baptist 

Ti e Church of Fountain City, suburb of 
ime on FM Station; 








Knoxville, with an expensive pipe 
organ. 


There are 6468,256 consue 
mers in Worcester’s 75 mile 


Washington, March 18, 

Precedent was set in Washington 
radio last week when an ad agency 
here bought time to advertise ftself 
on the town’s only independent FM 
station, WASH. Agency was Wil- 
liams, Stark & Hinkle, which signed 
a six-month contract with WASH 
for a 7:30 p.m. slot Monday nights, - 

FM enthusiasts here are cheered 
by the agency’s reasons for taking to 
the FM ether in preference to long- 
established standard broadcast sta- 
tions. Firm said it felt FM offered 
agencies the “most for the least.” 
Since the few thousand FM sets sold 
in Washington since VJ Day all cost 
between $300 and $600, the agency 
said it is reaching the wealthier and 
most successful audience segment, 
who would be most likely to place 
advertising in the first place. 

At the same time, FM evening 
rates come at less than a fifth of the 
charges for comparable time on local 
AM outlets. 


Wismer Confers With 
Richards on Coast 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Harry J. Wismer, sports editor of | 























LANNY ROSS 


“MIKADO” 


DETROIT CIVIC OPERA 
fortnight of conferences. Richards MARCH 17-23 
is owner of KMPC, and partner in 
WGAR, Cleveland, and WJR, De> 
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Visit is for the purpose of dis- 








and night hours. Right now, listeners 
complain that WTOP-CBS is blacked 
out at night in many areas of the 
city. 











rival, thereafter going to Richards’ 
Palm Springs home for the remain- 
der of the week. 





cussing changes in the operation 

and policy of KMPC, recently OLAN SOULE 
upped to 50,000 watts. Wismer con- Starring in 

ferred with Bob Reynolds, v-p and ’ ” 
g.m. of KMPC and Richards on ar- ‘GRAND MARQUEE 


NBC—Coast to Coast 
Rayve Creme Shampoo 
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~ Jenith Prez Rips 
Govt. Shortwaves 
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Hubbard-KSTP || 


aaa CONtinued from page 30 














Chicago, March 18. 

Countering claims that Govern- | 
ment-sponsored short wave programs | 
would be effective propaganda me- | 
dia, Eugene F. McDonald, Jr., presi- 
dent of Zenith Radio Corp., declared 
that federal-controlled international 
proadcasting would make it impos- 
sible for radio to demonstrate the | 
American way of life to other na- 
tions and that a proposed foundatio1 
for State Department broadcasting 
be nipped in the bud 

McDonald said that the best me 
dium for the showing of American 
free enterprise and free speech was 
the aired daily 
national networks and that it would 
be a revelation to countless impov- 
ished millions to hear commercial 
announcers extol the plenty of soap, 
cars, candy, radios, etc. He also 
pointed out that airing opposing po- 
litical parties and candidates would 
show other nations that democracy 
is prevalent here. 

In his blast against the proposed 
foundation, McDonald said that the 
State dept. already was spending $8.- 





programs over the 


000.000 a year to broadcast in 25 
languages and that such effort in di 
rect competition with private enter- 


prise. was unnecessary. 3efore the 
war 14 international shortwave 
tions were in private operation here 
and that numerous others were built 
by the government during the war 
McDonald feels that federal short- 
wavers should pass into the hands 
of private owners similar to other 
war surplus installations. It is his 
contention that private operators | 
did more to spread American ideals | 
than could “any number of pontifi- | 
cal presentations of the unvarnished 
truth such as the State .dept.’s much 
publicized broadcasts to the Soviets.” 
Zenith president also suggested | 
that the Government pay for and | 
use privately owned facilities of 


Ssta- 


on the condition he not resell to | 
AVCO. Denny asked him  point- | 
blank: “Do you want to own this | 


station or do you want to work for 
AVCO”” Hubbard replied: “Natu- 
rally, 1 want to own the station.’ 

As the hearing progressed. it 


ap- 
peared that two FCC members 
(Hyde and Wakefield) were defi- 


nitely opposed to letting AVCO en- 
ter the KSTP picture. All FCC 
members insisted they were acting 


here only on Hubbard’s right to b 


ot | ight to resell to AVCO 

The t tee of KSTP go e Hub 
a | t of refusal to bu 
tation but lid not sav 
not they would accept the bid of the 
local businessmen 

The cal group a F f 
OuUDLE t V V ve r 
grounds of Itiple ownership and 
lack of radio experience among it 


pring ipals. 
Both FCC members Jett and Hyde | 
made it clear that the experience of | 


William Johns, Sr., as publishers 
representative foi Ridder-Johns 
newspapers and WTCN, Minne- 
apolis did not compare with Hub- 
bard’s 20-year management of 
KSTP Several other partners in 
the local group held minority stock 
n KTCN and WLOL, Minneapolis 
A fe others held stock in Nort} 
west Publicatior Inc., a 50 owne} 
of WTCN 

Johns, with his wife and son, held 
$125,000 stock in the company and 


appeared to be majority holder. He 
would immediately 
from the Ridder papers and give up 


said he resign 


his stock in WTCN. Warren Ber- 
ger, attorney for the group, pointed 
out that the dual holdings were 


small, but FCC counsel Vernon Wil- 
kinson FCC wasn’t licensing; 
any group that held part of another 
station in the same town. 

The local men ran up against an- 
other snag when Hubbard’s attorney 


said 


radio just as it uses telephone a |‘ laimed they had violated Minne- 
« : : se: 1e one al } 3 a. 7 pon ee aa 
telegraph service, railroads, anc ae & “ere any a a — 
Magazines for advertising space cancers 6 buy ee 7 oF oy 
McDonald feels that the solution to | PTO™mPtly replied this was a tech- | 


the problem would be to buy time 
on international stations, just as on 
domestic stations, 
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Commercials are TWICE 7 
@s good on WODRC's " 


'if necessary. 


niecality and they would incorporate, 


Show Beats Anthony 
To the Punch, Advises | 


Love Birds in Time 


Chitago, March 18. 

New program, “Appointment For 
Marriage,” will either be aired live 
over ABC or be plattered by Robert | 
Hanson of Criterion Radio features, 
Inc., with Sidney Summerfield, for- 
mer chief clerk for 21 years of the 
Cook County Marriage License Bu- | 
reau, as narrator. Unlike shows 
which prescribe cures ranging all 
the way from reconciliation to di- 
vorce, the contemplated program is 
unique in that it seeks counsel those | 
planning marriage to preclude the | 
divorce possibility, the broken home 
and trial separations. 

Endorsements of the program for- 
mat have been received from paren- 
tal groups as well as individual par- | 
ents. Prominent Chicago clergymen 
also have given their stamp of ap- 
proval to the show as a deterrent to 
the rapidly rising divorce rate. The 
churchmen who have indicated their 
approval are: Dr. Preston Bradley of 
the People’s Church; Dr. Charles 
Ray Goff of the Methodist Church: 
Rabbi Louis Mann of Sinai Temple: 
Rabbi Louis Berman of isaiah Isreal 





“Market Basket,” with product sampling. 
Write for 8-page brochure, describing this 
Popular participeting show. Represented 
by Raymer. 
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i Temple, and Father Edward Daley. 


|editor of the Catholic journal, the | 
‘New World. 


JAP, FINNISH RADIO. 
PRODUCTION UPSWING 


Washington, March 18. 
Radio listening is on the increase 
in beth Finland and Japan, accord- | 
collected by 


ling to. statisties the 


| 


| U. S. Department of Commerce. At 
| the end of last November, Finns had 
556.000 licenses to own re- 
ceivers. Of these 12,000 
sued during November. 

In Japan the number of receiver 
licenses increased from 26,194 in 
April, 1946, to 105,603 at the end of 
last September. The number is 
probably considerably greater now 
Set production in Japan, which w as 
only 8,000 in January “46, jumped 
to a peak of 75,000 during June. It 
iapered off after that but no less 
than 56.000 receivers were produced 
in September. The decline in pro- 
duction was due to a shortage of 
vacuum tubes. 


radio 


were i1S- 


over the all 


Fletcher Markel to CBS? 


Sener Markel to CBS!” Cincy's WCPO Scraps Commercials To 


| Son Taylor huddled on Monday (17) 
with Fletcher Markel, the Canadian 


Writer-director-producer on 
which may bring Markel 
CBS operation as a director. 


Markel’s satirization of Orso: 
Welles on his hour-long “Stage ’46” 
Canadian series was reprised last 


summer on the Welles CBS summer 
Pabst summer, with Markel event- 
ually joining up with Welles on his 
Pplx activities. However, the Cana- 
dian radioite has checked out of the 
Welles setup. 


utmeg State 





Sets Unique | 


Public Forum 


Hartford, March 18 
ved to be the only one of its 
the world, papers have been 
filed with the secretary of state for 


Beli« 
kind in 
' 


the formation of a publicly-owned | 


forum of the air. Tagged “Con- 
necticut Forum. of the Air Founda- 
10) non-profit corporation is to 
be supported by public membership 


Principal objective of the founda- 
tion is the promotion of free speech | 
of timely controversial 
State and hational, affect- 
ing the welfare and happiness of the 
people of the state of Connecticut. 
Foundation also plans establishment | 
of an annual “Award of Achieve- 
ment” to a high-school boy or girl 
of this state Award will be in the 
form of a scholarship in a Conn. coi- 
lege and will have a valuation of 
about $1,000. 

Membership in the organization is 
oO be open to general public with a 
policy-making committee responsi- 
ble for choosing of either topics. A 
network committee of three, chosen 
from among the station managers of 
Connecticut radio stations, will 
policy committee in determining 
what is good radio. 


subjects, 


aid 


Spark plug and main. organizer of 
the new forum idea is Ralph della 
Selva. 
“Connecticut Forum of -the Air,” 
della Selva has for years been: aired 
on practically every station in the 
state at one time or other. 
ing to della Selva, forum programs 
are to be offered to all stations in 


| the state, with foundation assuming 


all costs involved except the ex- 
pense of the station’s own facilities. 
Forum foundation will stand wire 
expenses and other broadcast costs. 
Airing of forums will be at discre- 
tion of stations using same, either 
direct or via e.t.’s, ete. 

According to papers filed with the 
secretary of state, della Selva will 
be the only paid worker of the 
foundation, which has an estimated 


ose’ Cover Cave-In in Week's Outstander 


ing to the trapped men, then picked 
fup the voice of 18-year-old Delmar 


Cincinnati, March 18. 


WCPO did its own “Cincinnati's J “s~ 
news station” billing proud last! Rudd, one of the victims, in answer. 
, Tint web ws indie 
week by going all out on coverage That was at night and Rudd indi 
of a local disaster story that rated | cated his position by telling when 
national attention he could and could not see Kuhn's 
; flachlicht 
An old six-story building in the, “;..?- ns : 
flood-dunk " tton istrict ae Judd was the first of the two to 
LOOad-Qunkec ODOLtTOMS aIstric col- “Tal - 
; am ; ; be extricated alive. WCPO followed 
apsed Tuesday (11), 9 a.m. trap-|,, } 
P . ithrough on him by obtaining per- 
ping four men under debris of ; “(a sh 
‘ a . } on ior an nterview with nim 
ck timber, bar fixtures and A : : 
: “ge the eceivinge ward of General 
es of the occupying firm. Fol- | ,, 
ed pel ious ana ~aagpahsen re ‘ 50-watte and ' ; ! 
ot {f 395 ours which aved , 
f << é WCPO received a or f 
€ es i a9 1} 
alol phone lil } elie- 
4 . <4 cys Iiive illo Ca from points a dist t i 
ea ews flashes and accounts De Cleveland nd so out 
e cave-iIn ana rescue progres DUT | ¢ ties for keeping listeners 
WCPC( as tne only station to have res ) escue developme 
a direct line contact from five hour ording to Glenn Clark Miller, pro- 
after the star to 7 am. the follow- am director of the ition 


Originator of a forum show, | 


Accord- | 


morning. Then WKRC operated 


ing ; } i 
a line to the scene for live pro- , 
* 

gramming These two stations are M d WBMI E t 
affiliated with rival afternoon news- 00 y S i) ering 
papers, WCPO with -the Scripps- R T | Li t 
Howard Post and WKRC with the ace olerance IS $ 
Pimes-Star. Chicago, March 18 

In a 35-hour stretch WCPO did WBMI, Moody Bible Institute's 
50 broadcasts from the wreckage, | statio has entered battle against 
for which 10 hours of commercial | rac | discrimination with a ser'es 

ne were set aside, alons th sev- o George Washington Cal 
eral nours of sustaining time stat apte from Basil Miller’s Gods 
fers Jack Fogarty, Paul Dixon and | Ebony Scientist.” by Peter Kirk, now 
Paul Hodges did most of the de-| writing for this station exclusively. 
scriptive and interview work Show airs at 10:15 a. m. daily 

Most dramatic piece of the entire Kirk also is centering his efforts 
radio pickups was by Dixon He | on a strip called “Number Nine Elm 
crawled into a tunnel in the debris | Street,” which applies religious prin- 
with assistant fire chief David Kuhn | ciples to problems and questions of 


and caught the voice of Kuhn call- | daily life 




















budget for period of April 1 to Dec. 
31, '47. of $10,000. According to 
filed papers, proposal was to have 
become effective with the receipt of | 
some $5.000 in membership subscrip- 
tions. To date more than $7,500 has 
been subscribed. 

Radio trade tee off to the pro- 
posal gets underway with a dinner 
to state’s radio execs Wednesday 
(19) in Hartford. Purposes of the 
forum will be outlined to 
trade at the time. 

Listed as sponsors of the forum | 
are J. Kenneth Bradley, Republican 
national committeeman of Westport: 
Orson Kilborn; former ambassado} 
to Yugoslavia, and della Selva. 


radio 
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NBC FACE RED IN CHI— 
BY COURTESY WMAQ 


Chicago, March 18 
a little red last 
offices when it wi 
WMAQ’s courtesy 
plugs were not gratis but a 
proposition. Plugs asking audience 
to listen to certain programs duri 

the dav have been given as a &£f 

ture by NBC to spurt listener inter- 
NBC doe 


Faces veek 
at local 
discovered 


were 
NBC 
that 


paid 


est in sponsored shows 


not charge for this service, bu! 
would send a receipted bill to ac 
agency showing amount of ti 
given 


Embarrassment occurred when 
was learned that about $2,100 wort! 
of these receipted bills had beer 
paid by local ad agency which wa 
in turn collecting its 15 and two 
from the sponsor. 





Fivet- ole 
Jivsl Ove of Detroiters, when it comes 


to radio stations, is WWJ, first radio station in 

the nation. Lovers of fine music . . . lovers of 

comedy, of news, of everything entertaining, turn 
their thoughts and tune their radios first to WWJ, 

NBC in Detroit. It is this steadfast devotion by 
people who spend time listening to WWJ, and 

spend millions buying WW J-advertised products 
that has made WWJ the most forceful radio-selling 

voice in Detroit—banner market of the nation for 
197... 


Basic NBC Alfiliate 
Associote FM Station WENA 
Television Station W WOT 





950 KILOCYCLES 
/5000 WATTS 


FIRST IN DETROIT . . . Owned end Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 
} 


Metiond Ropresestative: THE GFORGE P. HOLLINGBYUY COMPANY 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





Raieigh—FCC. has 
Bennettsville Broadcasting Co.'s re- 
quest to operate a 250-watt radic 


station at Bennettsville. President 
is Loys Marsdon Hawley of Flor- 
ence. 


Raleigh—Rare occurrence of a 


radio station transformer blowing 
has caused station WWGP at San- 
ford. to go off air for an indefinite 
pe od 


ex-AAF 


newscaster al 


Pittsburgh—Bill Ewing, 
officer and presentl) 
WSTV in Steubenville, has been sé 
for announcing staff of Pittsburgh’s 
newest station, WPIT, which expects 
to be in operation before summer. 
Doris Hammerle, soprano, has been 


+ 


added to WCAE talent lineup, and is 
being featured with tenor Billy 
Cover on a quarter-hourer every 


Fridav night. 


Philadelphia —-_ Claire McMullan. 
who left WFIL about a year ago to 
take the publicity chore at WPEN, 


comes back to WFIL on April l as a 


special feature write! She'll handle 


stories for trade mags and eral 
interest’s publications. 
Houston—King H. Robinson, direc- 


tor of public relations and chiet of 
studio operations of KTHR. has re- 
signed his post here to become man- 
ager of KATL here soon. scheduled 
to take to the air with 1.000 watts on 
1590 kilocycles. 


San Antonio A “cultural hour’ 
program to be aired for a full hour 
each Tuesday has been scheduled for 
presentation over KCOR to be spon- 
sored by the Spanish department of 
St. Mary’s Univ. here. Broadcasts 
will be directed at station's Latin 
American audience. 


Hartford—Application for a fifth 
radio station in Hartford has been 
made to FCC by the Greater Hart- 
ford Radio Industries. 


of the organization seeking a day- 


time ‘station here on 1290 kes and 
5000 watts. 
San Antonie—A three-hour stage | 


revue 




























approved Oe ory of KCOR, local Pan American | 


Two broth- | 
ers, Max and Bill Savitt, are owners | 


will honor the first anniver- | 








|station which is owned and operated 
by Raul A, Cortez. Event will be 
'staged here on March 27 at the local 
| Municipal Auditorium. 
Cincinnati—WCTS, FM unit of 
WKRC. the Times-Star station, in- 
}augurated a daily 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
loperating schedule Monady (17) 
lafter warmup tests the day before. 
It's Cinecy’s station, 
WLW having branched into FM 
several months ago. David G. 
is manager of WCTS. He is a brother 
of Hulbert Taft. Jr.. head of WKRC. 


second such 


United Broadcasting 
Co.. operators of WHK, a warded 
Lustig Advertising Agency, headed 
by Leroy Lustig, its account. Station 
is celebrating its 25th anni this year 
and will use outdoor, trade 
and direct mail advertising in its 
1947 schedule. 


Cleveland 


WMPS Did Air CI0’s 
Show—Just Forgot 
To Tell Time Switch 


Memphis, March 18. 
Brescia of WMPS came up 


in enswel 


Matty 
with a quick explanation 
to Vaniery’s story last week that the 
station had switched to a_ platter 
program when time 
day (8) for the CIO’s ‘ 
to follow the National 
Manufacturers’ “Your Business.” 

Brescia said the labor program 
actually comes through ahead of 
the NAM broadcast on ABC, but 
WMPS for several weeks has been 
recording the CIO session and pre- 
senting it via transcription after the 
NAM stint because it already had a 


USA” 


Labor 


local program going at the net time | 


for the CIO quarter-hour 

ABC, however, wanted both shows 
carried as live’ broadcasts, 
Brescia, so the switch in time was 
made on the Saturday in question, 
with the laborites coming on at 5:45 
p.m. and the capitalists at 
preliminary announcement of the 
change was made, Brescia concedes, 
so many listeners (including 
Vanizry’s correspondent) who 
accustomed to tuning in at 6 for both 
shows heard dance records at 6:15 
instead of the CIO program. 

“We did broadcast both programs 
and we are continuing to do so each 
time,” Brescia said, checking with 
official station records for corfirma- 
tion. 
teners about it in advance.” 


Bob Feller’s Cola Disks 


Cleveland, March 18. 
Bob Feller, Cleveland's ace 
hurler has signed a series of Satur- 


Red Rock Cola which will be car- 
ried for the baseball series over 
WJW. Feller will give his intimate 
views on*what goes with the horse- 
hide world. 

A prominent guest connected 
with baseball, will appear on each 
program. Bob Hope may be the 
sendoff star. Hope has a part-in- 
terest in the ball club. 


























more to a ‘'strike’’ 


—marks of the expert 


ON TARGET 


The novice soon discovers that there's 
than meets the eye. 
Perfect timing, impact, and follow-through 


perienced Weed and Company representative. 


WEED 


AND COMPANY 
| conclusion vas 
EW YORK > BOSTON- CHICAGO: + DETROIT- SAN FRANCISCO- “ATLANTA: -HOLLYWOOD | reached with the help of both NBC 


— distinguish each ex- 


RADIO 
STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 





Taft, 


papers | 


~—_ on Satur- | 


Assn. of | 


Says | 


6. °° No] 


were | 


“We just forget to tell the lis- | 


day 6 p.m. 15-minute recordings for 


IBEW, SF Stations In 
‘Accord on Pay Hike 


San Francisco, March 18, 
The International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers and the town’s 
| six indies stations have reached an 
agreement on wage increases aver- 


aging a hike of 20% on a contract 
that runs to June, 1948, retroactive 
to Jan, 1, 1947. 


The first nine months of the con- 
tract calls for a 20°) raise. 
|! second nine months the technicians 
| will get another flat $5 increase, ap- 
proximating 6° 








mre "] 


Continued from page 33 —— 


sparse in population to 


measurement: (3) 


support a 
listening 
ufed by two-hour periods (one-hour 
if desired) from 6 a.m. to midnight: 
| (4) any type of population unét may 


_be measured (city, town, county 
|} rural): (5) 


'smaller or 


the cost for 
more remote 


reports on 
communi- 


| ties, previously the most expensive | 
| to produce, has dropped to two- | 
thirds that of the more restricted 
telephone-based Staiion Listening 
Index. All this has been accom- 
plished with no lowering of stand 
ards in significance of the resultant 
measurements. 

“The project now may be consid- 
ered to have emerged fully from 


the experimental 
Hooper organi: 


laboratory, as the 
zation has already ac- 


cepted assignments to make studies 
using its new copyrighted proce- 
' dures. 

| “By not lowering standards we 


mean just one thing, the record is 














In its | 


meas- | 


Hooper: 


even considered. 
Question: 
| announced? 





Hooper: No. 


Hooper's Q & A on Listening Index 


Contacted by Varrety at a dude ranch near Phoenix in connection 
with his Station Listening Index, C. E. Hooper supplemented his trade 
release with the following revelations: 

Question: What effect will your new service have on BMB? 

I don't think BMB is interested. We proposed a plan of 
providing county-by-county station listening indexes to BMB when it 
was getting organized. As far as I could learn our proposal was not 
Were the indexes you proposed then similar to those just 


They didn’t sample non-telephone homes but they did 


obtain a record which correlated perfectly with actual listening, That 


is why we thought at the time BMB would prefer 


the sort they finally 
Question: Do 
perior to a measurement of 
Hooper: The one thing 
business 
Question: 


turned up. 


you consider a 


measurement of 
listening 
that I can assure 
agrees upon is the answer to that question. It is yes 
Your announcement doesn’t mention the price. 


them to a record of 


actual 
-week” 


listening Stu. 
once-a 
you everybody in the radio 


How much 


more does this cost than a BMB Study” 


what the 
Our 


I don’t knew 
they collected $1,250,000. 
study is $450 and 
one time. 


Hooper: 


lected last year. 
Question: 
for BMB?. 
Hooper: No, not before 
out at $1,000,000, of course we 
Question: Have you been 
group of counties? 
Hooper: Yes Several, 
survey one entire 


large state 


Question: Isn't this in competition with 


are yourself doing? 


Hooper: Yes, it may supersede 


stations and networks with what they 


Question: 
Hooper: No. All w 
better station listening 


index. The 


including 


price tor an 
there are obvious economies in doing a big job 
My rough guess would be that the all-county 
done on a station listening index basis for $250,000 less than BMB col- 


Would you take a contract for 
I did some 


would. 
asked to apply 


( 


BMB Study costs. I merely know 


individual county or city 
all at 
job could be 


that amount to do the job 


figuring, but if the figuring came 
this method to any large 
a request to submit a proposal to 


some of the other things vou 


yur week-long diaries, may supply 
need for projectable ratings 


Have you approached BMB on this subject? 
e have done is to announce the 


availability of a 
rest of these ideas are yours 
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and CBS spokesmen who lobbied for 
legislation but felt the investigation 
might turn into a “smear” probe, be 


discredited and serve no purpose 























CHI ALL- NEGRO § SOAPER 


IN LAST-MINUTE HITCH | 


bro 
nes 
rac 
the 
































still based on aciual listening. Like- | other than to delay constructive aad 
wise, the record is provided by the | legislation. Chicago, March 18 3 ap) 
only person qualified to testify re- Meanwhile, the FCC is due this Radio’s first all-Negro soap opera, 4 Jin 
| Sarding the fact of ‘listening’ or ‘not | week for a heavy drubbing from the | titled, “Here Comes Tomorrow,” set | he 
listening,’ namely, the listener him- | House Committee on Appropriations.|to preem this week over Marshall 
self. One feature we have added | Rep. Richard Wigglesworth (R.,| Field’s WJJD outlet, has been held ‘ 
} will become important when broad | Mass.). a long-time foe of the FCC |up due to last minute cancellation 
| Seographic Segments like counties | ang an economy-minded legislator | by sponsor. Soaper, which is being | 
ie ie’ or hen, Mistening in| an wel, opens executive hearings on handled by Davis Young & Powell | 
| referring to the testimony from lis- | ~ Commission s budget reqiens of ea, roe ssedded pata Png ; 
pouetal gt he ore "hae ed Sy | $7,300,000. Wigglesworth is chair- minute afternoon slot with a dra- 4 
| would like to hear better but which ria ts = “og rocsqennen yom = Neate fan - tb ad ll games : 
'I cannot now hear well because of | ee + — - Ags rat wa 4 herwien A 
pw en holden Gnbatterenee. with ‘aibiar’ over FCC funds and has promised | Program is keyed to appeal to F 
leiaiietie’ ab tadine* ° Guach’ teatinioary | plenty of fireworks. The $7,300,000 | white and Negro audiences and has ‘ ' 
ne : oe. nee . - }is the largest peacetime budget{|an anti-intolerance flavor. 
will aid by furnishing hitherto miss- | sought by FCC. Casti . “ ; ee : - 
| ing information on why listening| ”~ / RST will feature Janice Kings- : i 
ij has fallen off in areas where it is | ~ bof, who had the title role in the : Ja 
| found at low levels, or in other | Chicago ster gang oh of “Anna Lu- a ur 
| words, it is a self-interpreting re- | S r e Tele | casta, : Writing is by Richard Dur- ve 
port.” ll g ry | ham, Chi Negro writer, prominent Bu 
ithe te Continued from page 32 —— pottoes mm: Writers Guild here end ‘ ag 
et A Scripter on WBBM’s anti-intolerance bi] he 
Raise Standards’—Trammell: See use. outdoors where no added |show, “Democracy U. S. A.” ; to 
Chicago, March 18. light was available, eliminated the ~~ __=_=_—_ugg@w=== =—s iF BL 
| NBC prexy Niles Trammell told |necessity for extremely hot lighting P hi 
approximately 100 midwest affiliate | facilities. or 
ay here over the weekend that} Examples of some of the delicate th 
| NBC would not make another do- ‘operations performed under the di- ol 
| nation to Broadcast Measurement rection of Dr. Albert D. Ruedemann. i 
| Bureau unless BMB raised its stand- | who wore a throat mike to transmit j Pp 
| ards, Ttem still sticking in many |jnformation and give directions, ‘ A 
| craws Is the “one or more” standard | were those for cataract. mastoid, ; oO 
for measuring listeners. General ‘corneal transplantation and thyroid. } ba! 
opinion is that the standard is in-| Similar surgery will continue being J 0 
adequate and indefinite, being easily bee se the rest of this week. None : n 
interpreted to suit a convenience. of these operations can be viewed , s 
During the three-day NBC meet | with appreciable success from an or- E Cc 
at the Draké hotel. Trammell ex- | dinary surgical gallery because of ' 
pressed certainty that NBC's tele-/the distance and the fact that the | A 
station in Chicago would be oper-| surgeons and aides usually obstruct t 
; ating early next year. By that time, |the view. : 
| he said he hoped that relay | Television Associates; Inc., sup- : 
and the coaxial hookup with N. Y.| plied the video technicians and what j } 
| will be completed so that NBC can we term their jeep show equip- . 2 
pipe its N. Y. — into Chi. | men | 
The transmitter will be atop Wis | pamatbek wade Bane yb try Bn “HIRES TO YA‘" i j 
IC me ag ones ii the studios | ment was the result of an idea which FOR SECOND YEAR 3 
in the Merchandise Mart. ‘started about a year ago when Wil- : 
liam C. Eddy, local video inventor CS, COAST-T0-COASI i 
| a ~*  {f' and exec, submitted to a special ; ; 
Sen. White head operation at the clinic. ST 
aaa Continued from page 31 —R i Pp College Bradeste. Last four yeers 4 | 
program standards will not survive | eligious rograms On with national network in New vers 
, and are taking the position that if | Th bs Manager of Theatre rig" 
it does, no legislation at all is pre- | e March i In Buffalo Lf tions, handling all business on 
ferable. Both White and his com- Buffalo, March 18 arrangements of four large radio 
mittee’s expert radio consultant, | vt . mee a ’ theatres and ether outside ar 
Died Guante te Geum’ ane | Addition of Churehill Tabernacle |§ tions. Coordinated with production ; 
segments of the industry cool to de- | religious programs (WKBW) to the |J-men, directors, talent, sponsors 


mands for a new bill at 

The White bill does, 
have provisions which carry the ap- 
»yroval of both the FCC Bar Assecia- 
tion and the NAB. These are pro- 
cedural amendments which have! 
,; been carried over from the old| 
| White-Wheeler bill of 1944 and have 
the effect of making it 
stations to appeal FCC rulings and 
to be heard in protest to other FCC 
actions. 


this time. 


The Senate committee has defi-| 


nitely decided against an investiga- 
{tion of the radio agency, whether 
| or not legislation is forthcoming. at 
ithis time. This 


however, | 


easier for | 


/local lineup appears to be stirring 


|up interest in similar programs on 
jother local stations. Sunday (16) 
| celebration by Bishop Jobn F. 


O’Hara of the Buffalo Catholie dio- 
cese of high mass at St. 
Cathedral to signify opening of the 


| 


Joseph's | 


; ~ 


| annual Catholic, Charities Appeal 
was broadcast over WBEN. 
| Trinity Presbyterian Church, | 


|which has had the WBEN, Sunday 
| slot since 1930, stepped aside for the 


occasion. Next Sunday (23), WBEN 
jand the NBC network will carry 
|}Rabbi Elihu Rickel of Buffalo 


speaking on the observance of the 


wasj|centenary of Buffalo's Temple Beth 


| El. 


and advertising agency representa- 
tives. Desires position in contact 
or administrative work with mo- 
tion picture, radio or other enter- 
tainment field. 


ADDRESS BOX 317, VARIETY 
154 W. 46 St., NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 














DC-AC High Fidelity Record Players 


Specifications: 5-Tube Push-Pull Am- 
plitler with ra Speaker. General 
Electrie Keluctance Cartridge Pickup. 
Seratch-Free with Guaranteed Ke- 
sponse over 10,000 Cycles. 

Priced from $65 — Se'd on 


THE RADIO SERVICER LAB. 
80 W. both St. New York., CO. 5-598! 


Appres al 
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| ASCAP Getting Ready to Launch 
i f tay Memphis, March 18. | 
Seat-Tax Boost Via Theatres | Weems eau. tae cea ‘his | 
| 
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;new band after only a few weeks 
as a maestro and is going back to 





American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers will soon 
Jaunch a determined effort to boost 
revenue to the Society from thea- 
tres. In the works for approxi- 
mately a year, the Society’s basic 
plan of strategy to be used in the 


attempt to boost the theatre seat 





tax may be laid before the organiza- 
. | 
‘on’ ard, in regular monthly 
tion’s boara, R ‘ y | 
meeting, tomorrow (Thursday). | 


What it entails is undisclosed. 


Head man in the Society’s cam- 


paign in the direction of theatres is 


Richard Murray, assistant to gen- 
eral manager John G. Paine. Mur- 


ray was moved in as Paine’s assist- 
ant Jan. 1, 1946, at a salary of 
$35,000 a year expressly to work on 
the theatre situation, which cur- 
rently returns to the Society an 
average of $1 per seat per year. 

One reason ASCAP is finally set- 
ting about corraling more coin from | 
theatres was the objections of radio 
people, during the ASCAP-radio 
battle of five years ago, that radio | 
was paying and was being asked to | 
pay, a far heavier proportion of its 
income to the Society than the 
theatres were asked to lay down. | 

Murray’s plan has actually been 
ready for severai months, but it was 
temporarily put aside. In _ being 
brought out now, it coincides with 
negotiations between ASCAP and | 
radio for a new contract, although , 
the current agreement doesn’t ex- 
pire until 1949. 

Murray at one tim® last summer 
approached Loew’s, Inc., with pre- 


;club work as a singer, 


. | Tanner was fronting an augmented 

Throws Out Song Lyrics louttit, formerly the Andy Andrews 
5 e , band, at the Club Plantation, Nash- 

uit Vs. Charlton Pub ville, apparently aiming to cash in} 


Tanner un aestroin :_| 
ee rome | AFM Local 4] Invents Rule Re 


Harry James’ Band Reorg; Sees 
Planned Dodge of Traveling Tax 





einen ‘on strength of revived Weems re- 
cording of “Heartaches” in which 
week dismissed in Supreme Court, |his whistling plays an important part, | 
N. Y., a suit filed by Song Lyrics, He jumped the band in the middle | 


Judge L. Hammer last 


Inc., against Charlton Musie Pub- |°f the date. 
lishing for unfair competition. At ee ee a ee 
the same time. he 


gave Song Lyric 


leave to file amended con plaint. Col Last Holdout | 
| Song Lyrics action was in behalf " ’ 


of its Popular Hit Songs mag 

against Charlton’s Screen Songs ~- 

| sheet, both of which market song Olns ara e nl 
lyrics on lease from popula: They 

are bitter competitors in a field 

which hasn’t been doing to well z rn - | 
lately. Song Lyrics is owned by | e iS i é 
Lyle Engel. with a piece supposedly | 

held by Music Publishers Holding | 
Cor eee 8 | Columbia Records, the only hold- 
sorp., Warner’ Bros. publishing 

a ut among virtually all of the major 
group. ; ‘ 


and minor disk manufacturers 
Source of the action was Engel’s 


¢ Hollywood, March 18. 
| Feeling toward most name bands 
; 60 Years Young | by various locals of the American 
Charlotte, N. C., March 18. | Federation of Musicians, despite the 
Concert trouping still offers fact that many locals are kept sup- 
plenty of hazards for 60-year- plied with coin from travelling 
old songsmith-maestro Sigmund taxes by these bands, is exemplified 
found himself by Los Angeles local 47 of the AFM 


Romberg who 


stranded in the lobby of a local 


hotei along with soloist Gene 


Marvey with a soft bed 10 stories 
up and temporarily unattainable 
Motoring into Charlottee at 
a.m., pair were unable to 
ieir 10th floor hotel 
to a failure of electricity 


reach 


~~ «5 


room due 
He Lice 
running. With 
service restored at 6 a.m 


elevators weren't 
Rom- 
berg caught two hours of shut- 
eye and arose with the statement 
“that’s enough sleep for a young 
man like me.” 





against raising its retail per-record 





claim that the Charlton sheet was 
“unfair competition” on the basis of 
its front which 


prices, succumbed to operating costs 


Monday 
cover, 


|price par with RCA-Victor, the new 


, * 
(17). It raised prices from | ? 
he asserts {50c. to 60c., putting its disks on a alia a os = ] al 
resembles his own mag. } 


Capitol, 


| M-G-M > label. Mercury, et 
output is I] 


jal. Decca’s virtually all 


* ’ : 
priced at 75c. minimum. Dealers | 
avino epares were advised of the move Friday | 


(14) night by wire. 

Company’s boost was to be ef- 
fective with disks leaving the factory 
on Monday, which means actual r 
tail increases were not to be put; 


Stockholder Suit 
into effect until those disks saw the | 
wl ’ ilight of counters. However, it's as- | 
S. lg 0ew S /sumed that many retail dealers will | 


|kick prices up immediately to take | 
|advantage of the change as soon as | 





liminary discussion of a. seat-tax Minor stockholder suit against all | 
boost, but ran into a rebuff | Loew's, Inc. will be filed this week [Pos 
. npdiaien m2 uff, ,oew's, Inc., wi e filed this week | Columbia was forced into the price | 


Anti-ASCAP Bill 
Vetoed in Indiana 


Indianapolis, March 18. 
Those interested in the passage of 
anti-American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers legis- 


lation, were flabbergasted last Sat- | 


urday (15) when Gov. Ralph Gates 
vetoed Bill No. 210. And it’s as- 
sumed that ASCAP’s general man- 
ager, John G. Paine, who had been 
here several weeks ago endeavoring 
to halt passage of the bill, was also 
surprised at the veto. For the bill 
had passed through the Senate with- 


out a dissenting vote and through | 


the Representatives with only one 
objection. 


In explaining his veto, Gov. Gates 
pointed out that in his opinion anti- 
ASCAP legislation is open to “seri- 
ous constitutional questions’ and 

deals in a subject which , .. can 
only properly be dealt with on 
national level .. . any legislation .. . 
should be by action of the federal 
Congress.” 

His action is a sharp victory for 
ASCAP. particularly the saleseaie 
to federal 
opinion can and probably will set a 
precedent heeded by other state 
legislatures setting out to construct 
anti-ASCAP legislation as a means 
of enriching state coffers. Most of 
the anti-ASCAP bills set up this 
year were pointed at collecting a 
Percentage of the Society’s revenue 


from music performance rights 
within each state. 


Panther Room, Sherman 
Hotel, Revises Policy 
3d Time; Music Again 


Chicago, March 18. 
Latest policy switch of the Pan- 
ie Room, Sherman hotel here, 
2"Ings back bands and names April 
”. Present Dorothy Lewis Ice show 





sy Ted Weems’ band is not being 

' over due to fact that ice tank 
' e@ dancing, which is room’s 
I 1 feature, difficult. 


his is the fourth policy change 
vcent months, First was drop- 
Of name bands; second was 
‘Ing of b.o. acts, such as Dusty 
cher and Jan August, and third, 
ice show. Latest change will 
_ In commercial bands with a 
‘ner; first team set 4 Jan Au- 
. repeating since two months 
“ °. and probabl® Herbie Fields 
“ight-man combination. 


responsibility since his | 


or early next by attorneys for 
Domenico Savino, holder of ap- 
proximately 11% of the stock in the 
Big 3 music publishing group (Rob- 
bins, Feist, Miller), Domenico’'s 
suit, the details of which are as yet 
unknown, will challenge Loew’s 


| move by ever-increasing cost of | 
materials and labor, particularly the | 
latter. A new deal was recently | 
made with factory employees, it’s 
claimed, which made the fractional 
margin of profit (there are those 
iwho felt that at 50c. Columbia was 
right to use Big 3 surplus to pur-| actually losing money) cut too close | 
chase the Variety Music company ito the bone. Hencé the boost. 
from Metro producer Arthur Freed} “As a result of the retail increase, | 
for $150,000, after Freed had bought |Columbia must revise its contracts 
it as the Walter Jacobs, Inc., cata-| with publishers. Going above the | 
log for $30,000. 150c, mark makes a fee of 2c. per side | 

Summons and complaint in the |to publishers mandatory. But, since 
action is being served by Zissu & |all pubs have awarded concessions | 
Marcus, Savino’s attorney's, on the | to RCA-Victor, Capitol, M-G-M, 
Secretary of State. New York | Mercury, bringing royalty quotations 
(Loew’s is an out of state corpora- | down to 134c. per side, it’s felt that 








tion). As soon as this formality is | revisions of contracts to call for the } 
completed, the action will be en-|same price is simply a matter of | 
|tered. probably in N, Y. Supreme | formality. 

Court Deals with artists will not be 


Savino’s action is based on the leffected, excepting those with major 
| ie othe of pr Big 3 to declare a lartists which call for a percentage 
> es lof the retail price as a royalty. These 


dividend last year to minor stock- | elie allt 
. lw sally adjusted. 
holders, of which he is one of three. | will be automatically adj 


It was the first time in four or five 


years such a dividend failed to ey - 
| declared. It is Savino's contention ] S re 0 


that it was not forthcoming because 
Baton in Brital 


of the 150G payment to Freed and 

that the latter was an illegal move 

on the part of Loew’s, since neither 

he nor the other minor stockholders 

| were advised of the move or their Hollywood, March 18. 
| Will Osborne will be the first | 
|} bandleader in about a decade to} 
leave the U. S. for play dates in the | 

British Isles. He sails from New | 


| assent requested. 
York April 22, to form a crew of | 


LOMBARDO WANTS AD 
TAINT OUT OF RACING 23 ms ca 


° ‘ | 
Revolutionary legislation was in- | ing stands in 18 theatres. | 


troduced into the Saturday (15); Although he has been working in 
meeting of the American Powerboat | jhis country for nearly 20 years. | 
Assn. at their annual meeting in the | Osborne is a Canadian national. He | 
Lexington Hotel. N. Y., by maestro} has always maintained membership 
Guy Lombardo, 1946 Gold Cup win- in windjammers union north-of-the- 
ner. Lombardo made strong protest | border. 

against the current practice of using Though the British Musicians’ 
racing boats as advertising media, | Union has been nixing Americans 
and introduced a ruling making it | regularly in retaliation to James C. 
illegal for a boat in the Gold Cup | Petrillo’s edict that ~Britishers can- 
races to carry the name of an out- | not cross the blue and work in this 
side product. | country, Osborne gets the nod be- 
| cause of his Canadian ties. 




















Lombardo pointed out that it’s il- es 
legal to name a racehorse after a ay 
commercial product. and the only 
which powerboat racing 


AFM Okays 10-Year 
‘ J oO y ’ 
ieee ont ee from ts | Old Drummer S$ Plea 
present commer fue tor at, 10 Disk With Members 





| way in 
could be 








following an investigation of the | AFM musicians on six-sided album 
| latter's wartime political affiliations. | for Modern Music recordings. 
| Boca wants Lombardo to come tv} Due to age, kiddie skinbeater is 
‘Italy during the summer with his |not a member of the AFM. But per- 
boat, Tempo VI. in an effort to re- | mission to make waxes with ~— 
vive speedboat racing on the Con- members was granted because © 
tinent. ihis ability. 


vertising. Hollywood, March 18. 
Following the meeting, Lombardo Joey Preston, 10-year-old drum- 
entertained Ernesto Boca, well- mer, has been granted special dis- 
known Italian speedboat rac€r pensation by the Ameriean Federa- 
whom he invited to this country |tion of Musicians to lead sextet of | 


Performance Fee 


Riles Bandleaders 


Recent Canadian 
affiliate 


of the American Society of Com- 


decree by the 


Performing Rights Society, 


posers, Authors and Publishers, that 
U.S. bands playing one-night dates 
in Canada must pay music perform- | 
ance rights fees on.a per-night basis, | 
has precipitated two hassles so far. 
And in neither of the cases did the 
band involved pay the fees. One of 
the bands, Tony Pastor's, has re 

quested the American Federation of 
Musicians for advice on the situation, 
but so far has not gotten an answer. 


Pastor went into Toronto, Peter- 
In each case 


Pastor $25 for the privilege of play- 


jing his music, although all of it is 


published by ASCAP firms in the 
U.S. (fee is based on halls with ca- 
pacity exceeding 2,500; for smeller 
halls the charge is $15 per night). 
Leader refused to .pay the charges 
and so far as is known crossed back 


| into the U.S. without having done so. 


Previously, Alvino Rey's orchestra 
had played one-nighters across the 
border and had been dunned for the 
dough. He also refused. 

CPRS'’s idea in collecting perform- 
ance fees nightly from U.S. bands is 
not, it’s claimed, a dodge to lift that 


serted that many of the latter are fly- 
by-night operators from whom it is 


CPRS gets theatre, nitery, etc., fees 


i direct from owners. 


Soon after CPRS advised 
booking agents several weeks ago 
(as cited in VARIETY) that U.S. bands 
would be subject to the nightly tax, 
an idea was developed whereby 
CPRS would ask the agents them- 
selves to take out blanket licenses 
covering the fees. This the agents 
refused to do. 


FREDDIE SLACK MEETS 


‘ACCIDENT’ IN READING 


Reading, Pa., March 18. 

Freddie Slack, whose orchestra 
played a three-day date at Rajah 
theatre here last week, appeared on- 
| stage with a couple of patches on his 
forehead on the last day of his run 
as the result of a mixup with police- 
men in the lobby of a local hotel. 
Three policemen answered a call to 
the hotel, on a complaint that Slack 
|was “noisy.” Officers tried to per- 
| suade Slack to go to his room, but a 
| scuffle started and one of the police- 
;men, Sergt. Lucien L. Grossman. 
and Slack had to be treated at a hos- 
| pital for injuries. 

Slack, charged with intoxication, 
profanity and obstructing an officer 
in the performance of duty. was 
taken to police headquarters, where 
he posted $80 as security for his ap- 
pearance in police court. He failed 
to show, and the $80 was forfeited, 
but he appeared in the theatre as 

1. Spneakine from the stage. he 

he “liked Peadine.” except for 
‘a little “accident” he had here. 


| Pacific 


,as secretary-treasurer. 
| active. 
burden from local promoters. It’s as- | 


| Keynote as a 
caifficult to collect on an annual basis. | 


ast week in a move against Harry 
James With no ruling on its books 
overing the situation, and no handy 
recedent, 47 executives neverthe- 
cited James on “evidence - oi 
collusion” and refused him pern 
sion » move out ol ke A next 
t ro east with a eorganized 
d composed of 12 local 47 mem- 
bers of long standing and 12 key 
men from his old band who had, 


during their three-month layoff, ap- 


plied for and gotten membership 
in 47 
Local takes the attitude’ that 


James deliberately had his men join 
its ranks during the band’s vacation 
so that when the outfit works dates 


L. A. area, between the lead- 
ers picture work for 20th-Fox and 
his annual trips east, he wouldn't 
have to pay “travelling band” taxes 
Local obviously feels that James’ 
move, made according to AFM 
rules. was basically designed to 


cheat the local’s coffers out of those 
And they won't let him get 
with it: he has been advised 
that he will go east with a band 
composed of 47 men of long stand- 
ing. which would bar the leader's 
key men because they recently 
that’ local,. or take out and 
come back with a travelling band, 
which would be subject to those 
taxes if it then worked within 47 
jurisdiction As it stands now, 
James’ eastern trips made each year 


+. 
taxes 


away 


joined 


(Continued on page 46) 


Hammond Takes 


boro, London, and Niagara Falls last | 
| week on one-nighters. 
CPRS representatives demanded of | 


Over at Keynote 


John Hammond, who recently left 
a post at Majestic Records, took over 
Monday (17) as president of Key- 
note Records. He apparently is or 
wil be an investor in the firm, along 
with Robert McKinney, former ex- 
ecutive v.p. of the Allegheny Corp., 
and currently on the boards of the 
Chesapeake & Ohio and Missouri 
railroads. They have an 
option to buy the controlling interest 
in the outfit’ McKinney stepped in 
He will be 


Hammond replaces as president 
Eric Bernay, who helped develop 
producer of jazz 
records, a field in which Hammond 
is quite experienced. Coincident 


;with his debut as prez, Keynote is 
U1 


setting out on a policy of developing 
a classical and kiddie-disk line in 
addition to the jazz releases. Com- 
pany will touch no pop material, 
however. 

Hammond leaves this week for 
Chicago and the Coast to look over 
Keynote’s future. Company’s one 


}press plant is being disposed of and 


may be replaced. 

Before hooking up with Majestic, 
Hammond was with Columbia 
Records in New York, both before 
and after Army service. During his 
tenure with both companies, he had 
been a member of Keynote’s board 
of directors. 





John Tyson to Become 


Bandleader in Move To 
Hypo His B.0. Film Value 


John Tyson (Engler) 20th-Fox 
contractee, is pulling a switch on 
the latter company via the forma- 
tion of a 1ll-piece orchestra. He has 

‘secured a leave of absence from 
20th on the theory that a stretch as 
a. bandleader may eventually in- 
crease his b.o. worth to the filn 
company. He is rehearsing a com- 
bination in New York. 

Tyson, a singer, was with the 
Four-Teens, vocal group with John- 
ny Long before the war, and during 
that period was signed by 20th. 
Since getting out of service. he was 
cast in “Guadalcanal Diary,” among 

j other films. 
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Vaughn Monroe’s two new RCA 
releases will probably impress 
certain people as a matter of na- 
tional unconcern, but there are those 
who will undoubtedly feel otherwise. 
Faces are “We Knew It All the 
Time” and a 
bel's titled “As You Desire Me.” 
bands go nowadays, Monroe's is okay 
and it performs these sides accept- 
ably It is Monroe himself with 
whom we have no gnawing desire to 
He and the “Milk Maids” 
do “We Knew” without any real 
rhythmic sensitiveness and a little, 
it sounds to us, as if they were in a 
hurry to sit down to a New England 
boiled dinner. Monroe sings “As 
You Me” as if he had just 


£0 steady 


Desire 








Best Bets 


Ballad—‘Beside You” (Hope 
& Lamour), “Don’t Cry, Little 
Girl, Don’t Cry” (Jack Law- 
rence), and “Spring Is’nt 
Everything” (Margaret Whit- 
ing). 

Hillbilly—“Three Times Sev- 
en” (Merle Travers). 

Novelty “Poppa, Don't 


Preach to Me” (Betty Hutton). 
Hot—“Goncerto to End All 
Concertos” (Stan Kenton). 
Latin-American — “Cu-Tu-Cu- 
Ru”’— (Pete Rivera). 
Dance—“Spring Isn't Every- 
thing” (Margaret Whiting). 








finished the dinner. That, in short, is 
the way we feel about this disk, but 
we are nevertheless conscious of 
the something-or-other in Monroe's 
voice. Whatever it is, it sells @ lot 
of lacquer. We suspect “As You 
Desire Me” will do very creditably 
over the counters and on the disk- 
boxes. 


Leslie Scott, the Louis Arm- 
strong vocalist who makes his Vic- 
tor debut this week, has 
voice than Monroe’s, but they both 
betray the same stiffness in handling 
a lyric. 
blues called “Baby Got Lost,” which 
Scott carries off with rather nice 
feeling and a_ pleasant 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 


revival of Allie Wru- | 
As 


a better | 
This is not so apparent in a: 


tongue-in- 
ee 











MURRAY BAKER 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


DON'T 
BLAME 
ME . 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS 

















cheek humor. In the standard “Stars 
Fell on Alabama,” however, he’s un- 
able to get at ease. 
quite how to explain this beyond 
saying that he seems more concerned 
| with delivery than with the meaning 
'of the lyric. It's a fault, by the way, 
fairly 


We don’t know | 





through with an item that should 
keep the buffalodeons spinning. It’s 
“Don’t Cry, Little Girl, Don’t Cry,” 
| sung by songwriter Jack Lawrence. 
Old ballad is chirped and de:'aimed 
by Lawrence with a schmaltz that 





lthat will doubtless reduce the 





should mean big business. He invests | 
the proceedings with an earnestness | 


'womenfolk to quivering jelly. Back- | 


side—another oldie, “It’s a Sin to 


'with “Don’t Cry.” Overall paitern 
derives from Tommy Dorsey's vocal 
inventions in “Marie.” 


Tell a Lie’—isn’t in the same class | 


common among Negro bari-| Hillbilly Field has three items 
tones. Scott has power, enunciation, | of more than _ passing interest 
and occasional warmth, but like al-/|this week. They won’t cause any stir 
most all his contemporaries (with | outside the Brill building, but out 
the exception of Harlan Lattimore),| where men are men and women 
he sounds completely unable, to ap-| like Spade Cooley, they'll get the 
proach the casualness of a Crosby,|big hello. One is “Heartaches” by 
a Sinatra, or a Haymes. Among the | Ray Smith and his Pinetoppers | 


current Negro male _ singers, 
probably Joe Alexander, 
for Capitol. 
;an inclination to make history with 


who waxes 


| think “Baby Got Lost” will do well 











the | (Continental), 
nearest approach to this casualness is ably on the 

| Another 
Even he, however, has | Dark Outside” 


strength 
is Cooley’s 


of 
Victor of “It’s 


l|iness desirable for sagebrush sales. 


which will do profit- | 
the song. | 10. 


It has all the whin- | 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. Anniversary Song (7) (Mood). .secceees 


3. Things In Glocca Morra (4) (Crawford). 


4. I'll Close My Eyes (4) (Maurice 


5. Sonata (11) 


6. Heartaches (2) (Leeds) 


8. Guilty (4) (Feist) 


9. Linda (3) (Oxford) 


Open Door, Richard (7) 


. Managua, Nicaragua (11) (Encore)...... {| Kay Kyser 


(ChefOPG) we Rk 6s 0 080% 


7. For Sentimental Reasons (17) (Leeds) 


(Duchess) 


SAD OD cusrevecicvce. Decca 

‘ ) Dinah Shore...... Columbia 
{ Freddy Martin Victor 
Keweval Columbia 


{ Buddy Clark...,..Columbia 
) Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 


{ Dinah Shore.......Columbia 


Lze 7 ) Johnny Desmond..... Victor 
{ Perry Como.......... Victor 

‘) Carmen Cavallaro..... Decca 
Raye} Ted Weems Decca-Victor 
{ King Cole Trio..... .Capitol 

* ) Charlie Spivak. Victor 

( Margaret Whiting..- Capitol 

) Johnny Desmond Victor 

{ Clark-Noble . Columbia 

) Charles Spivak Victor 
(Jack McVea_ Black & White 

) Count Basie.... Victor 


Coming Up 


every note. Such carpings aside, we | Third item—Merle Traver’s brack- | ;hat's How Much I Love You, Baby (Vogue) 


{ Frank Sinatra ..Columbia 


jeting of “Three Times Seven” and { Bing a ie lh a al oe 
|in race locations and that “Stars|“Steel Guitar Rag” on Capitol—|..__.. te . | Perry Como.......-.. Victor 
pout on the strength of the tune’s | sounds to us like superior western | That's Beginning of End (ABC). ) King Cole..-........ Capitol 
appeal, will get a certain play on | Stuff, Travers, who produces an | . {Perry Como ....,.. Victor 
| all the machines. There should be a/jeasy rhythm and sings engagingly, | I Want To Thank Folks (Oxford).......... | King Cole Trio .... Capitol 
| word, incidentally, for the pleasant|happens to be our favorite among | ; : V . ra 

. Saeed aughn Monroe...... Victor 
|muted trumpet in Billy Moore’s ac-|the boots-and-saddlers. We'd feel You Can’t See Sun Gee. ae - - + he 
companying band. |rather pleased if the eastern jukes | Nobody Here But Chickens (Sun) Louis Jordan .... Jecca 
Frank Loesser’s two songs fromj|and jocks gave these two faces the | Texas and Pacific (Pic) Louis Jordan , Decca 
“The Perils of Pauline”’—‘“Pop-/| attention we think they deserve. : . ; {Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
|pa, Don't Preach to Me” and| | Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah (Santly-Joy) ) Johnny Mercer..... .Capitol 
i“Rumble, Rumble, Rumble —consti- Wax Facts (Harry James......Columbia 
tute Betty Hutton’s latest Capitol. FY p ; | Jalousie (Harms). 2ccases eT eT Crys . ) Herbie Fields Victor 
Miss Hutton’s vitality wears us out| Vietor’s Continental label is put- | ‘ogi 
merely listening, but there are never-| ting out some high-grade Latin-| Easter Parade (Berlin) Bing Crosby Decca 
theless the most accomplished faces | American items. This week, for ex- My Bel Ami (Bourne) ....... Dinah Shore .. Columbia 
she’s made in ages, “Rumble” is a} ample, Pete Rivera's ork is out with . { Frank Sinatra.....Columbia 
complaint about the man upstairs | “C u-Tu-Cu-Ru, a calypso rhumba, | This Is Night Wefferson)............. ‘+++ ) Andy Russell....... Capitol 
who practices piano all night. It’s|and “Confession,” a bolero. Both é + aie Freddy Marti Victor 
probably less commercial than|have vocals by Angel  Rosa.| Santa Catalina (Spina) ae ee ae ee eee 
|*Poppa,” the story of a young|Rhumba is performed _with im-j} I Do Do Like You (Harms)...... Johnny Mercer.......Capitol 
| American girl in Paris who asks her | — vigor, the ag with more | Connecticut (Warren) .......+:. Herbie Bields......... Victor 
father to “let me fling until my fling | sedateness. uzzy enunciation . : ee “te ; eM. 
ls > : . : ns at’s r sire (Mills) Frankie Lane... Mercury 
is flung. Part of the time. Miss| spoils the Victor of “Who'd a Thunk | That’s My Desire (Mi i : 12% Sica 
| Hutton puts on a French accent. It | It?” and “Wyoming” by Helen Car- | Preacher and Bear (Harris).............06- Phil Harris.... Victor 
should enjoy at least a | roll and The Satisfiers. - 


moderdte 
| wow on the Wurlitzers, however. We 
| cannot dismiss it without one serious 
| objection, though: lyric has a ques- 


| tionable line about the Rue de la 
| Paix. 
| Capitel this week releases a 


coupling of duets by Dorothy La- 
|mour and Bob Hope and they're just 
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Suggested Programs 


“Tuxedo Junction” — Glenn 
Miller (Bluebird). 
“Necessity” — Georgia Gibbs 


(Majestic). 

“How Are Things 
Morra?” — Buddy 
lumbia). 

“Small Fry” — Bing Crosby 
and Johnny Mercer (Decca). 

“Ain’t Misbehavin’ ” Fats 
Waller (Victor). 

“Anniversary Song’—Al Jol- 
son (Decca). 


| “Changes” — Benny Goodman 
(Victor). 


in Glocea 
Clark (Co- 

















——a 
about the most pleasant of all. Sides 
are Ray Evans’ and Jay Livingston's 
“Beside You” from “My Favorite 








Brunette” and “My Favorite Brun- 





WATCH THIS BALLAD! 


THAT’S MY DESIRE 


Recorded by FRANKIE LAINE 
(Mer, 5007) 


The Nation's Comedy Favorite 


BACIAGALOOP 


(Makes Love on the Stoop) 
Recorded by LOUIS PRIMA 
(Maj. 1116) 

MILLS 


We've Bagged a Novelty Hit 


OSHKOSH, WIS. 
MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 
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ette” (by the same team), which 
doesn’t happen to be from “My Fa- 
vorite Brunette.” It should be said 
right off the bat that both 
faces should be disk hits. “Be- 
side You” is a swell melody which 
Lamour and Hope sing and talk with 
remarkable effectiveness. It proves 
that Miss Lamour’s assets are mcre 
|than visual. Her voice has its ob 
| vious shortcomings, but a lack of 
personality and sexiness are not 
;}among them. “My Favorite Brun- 
ette,” is a rhythm novelty. It’s a 
good one. Paul Weston’s orch pro- 








| paniment on both faces. 








| 


'vides its customary superb accom- | 





Rainbew label, new to us, comes | the moment. 


Kenton, who leads one of the few 
. . . = 
surviving swing bands, has a two- 


Stan | 


side Capitol of “Concerto to End 
|} All Concertos,” which will draw | 
| some attention from jazz fans. It’s, | 
on the whole, an interesting per- 


; formance, with some effective solo 
| work, but is the sort of thing whii¢h 
| Duke Ellington does better. . . 
“Spring Is’nt Everything,” a Ralph 


melody (which begins, incidentally, 
a little like Rodgers’ and Hart’s 
“Falling in Love With Love’), this 


springtime’s biggest hits. 
Whiting is backed by Frank DeVol’s 
band. Other side is “Time After 
Time,” a Cahn-Styne extract from 
“It Happened in Brooklyn”. ‘ 
Signature’s releases of ‘“Mary’s 
Guitar Boogie,” “The One I Love 
Belongs to Somebody Else.” “What 
to Do.” and “Hhoodle Addle” feature 
Miss Osborne’s gifted guitar playing 
and, on some faces, her rather dis- 
mal singing. Of them all, “Mary’s 
Guitar Boogie” is, if not the best 
bet for the nickelodeons, certainly 
the most exciting musicianship. 








| Janney Turns Tunesmith 


Russell Janney, author of the best- 
| seller novel “Miracle of the Bells,” 
| bas turned songwriter. He penned 


to which music has been fitted by 
|Father Joe Connor, composer of 
| many hits of the past. 

| Tune is to be published by Feist. 
Whether or not it will be included 
in Jesse Lasky’s filmization of the 
book for RKO release is unknown at 





AFM Ban on Foreign 
Musicians Causes Pitt 
Symph Mex. 


Mexico City, March 
importation 


18. 


Ban on of foreign 


mug@icians to this country by James 


Blane-Harry Warren number, pro- 
vides Margaret Whiting with one} 
of the best things she’s made for |} 
Capitol in a long while. With 


an | 
unusually literate lyric and a pretty | 


| American 


slow ballad may become one of the | 
Miss | 





| the lyric to a tune by the same title, | 


C. Petrillo, 
Federation of Musicians, is resulting 


President of American 


in continued _ reprisals 
Latest in- 
stance of retaliation is the action of 
the Mexican Federation Music, 
which okayed a series of concerts 


bandsmen. 


of 


Headaches Anzeles 


| 
| 


} 


| 
| 


against | 


by the Pittsburgh Symphony Orches- | 


tra, but forced the organization to} 


pay a standby fee of $1,000 a per- 


formance for six shows during a re- | 


cent stand in Mexico City. 


There have been reprisals in other 


countries, British have banned im- 
portation of American-musicians so 
long as the Petrillo ban stands. Don 
Redman, .during a recent concert 
tour, was forbidden to play in Eng- 


| land. However, there’s been excep- 


tions for individual musicians com- 
ing in as concert soloists. American 
concert artists have been able to 
appear in England because Petrillo 


permits foreign concert stars to play 


here. 


Z ~ ————7 


Musical acts are similarly permit- | 


ted to work in the U.S. An outfit, 
such as the Lecuona Cuban Boys, 
was able to work here,‘because of 
its classification as an act. Los An- 
geles Local 47, however ruled that 
the Lecuona Boys could play musical 
stands if they indicated their will- 
ingness to become citizens. These 
musicians, subsequently, have taken 
out their frst papers. 





—— 























KLEMPERER KLONKED 


March 18. 
Klemperer, symphony 
toured the slums of Los 
in quest of new ideas on 
American jazz and was slugged and 
robbed by two strangers who volun- 
teered to show him the hot spots, 
Next day he left for Vienna where 
jive dives are practically unknown. 


Los Angeles, 
Otto 
conductor, 


Dr 








— 





Sung by Deanna Durbin in 
“LL BE YOURS” 


Tre 
DREAMTIME 


SANTLY-JOY, Ine. 
TOMMY VALANDO 


Gen. Prof. Mar. 


A MUST FOR YOUR 
EASTER PROGRAM 
A Novelty Hit 


1 WUV A 
WABBIT 


By Milten Berle, Erwin Drake 
and Paul Martell 


All Material Available 














Vi ao oe od Oho eek 





PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP 


FRANK HENNIGS | | = 


GENERAL PROFESSIONAL MANAGER 


RCA BUILDING - RADIO CITY 
CHICAGO 





NEW YORK 


LOS ANGELES 


Ha 2, 47 





CAREER 


ROSARIO FO Ct 


ee Te 





be RAN ee * 


a eae ett 


~ 


PS PTET | 


ta 
2 











a 
a 
r 


es 


te et Me se 








=e. ” 





Rab eo 7 eae 


be ORI 





ee ae Se ee ene 


~ 


GE 


“ 
NA 
& 


ee re ae 





Weduesday, Mareh 19, 1947 


_ VARIETY | 1s 





in es 





‘= 











ON THE ATCHISON, : 
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A NEW SONG TRIUMPH 


by the 


3 Time ACADEMY AWARD Winner! 
HARRY 'WARREN| 
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Spring Is-nt  Ev-'ry-thing,it’s true; Theres a lot to besaidfor sum-mer— i ft 
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With the world full out of its shell, Youll be caught in its sun-ny spell;. 
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Summer hasbeau-ty too. 
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a lot to be said when winter bringsthe snow to hide the beather; Dont wor-ry your head with what 
rit. 
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Disk Biz Heads for New Highs; 


Decea’s $30,675,381 Net Sales in 46' 


Popular and _ classical 
sales, which during 1946 reached an 
all-time peak, go merrily on toward 
new sales 
eral drop at the b.o. in the nitery, 


name band, sheet music and non- 
theatrical fields. Major and minor 
disk companies are reporting sales 
for the past January and February 
alone as greater tha last year’s 
peak three-month first quarter. And 
they feel no slow-up as yet 


Decca Records last week released 


i 1946 earnings statement that 


total profit 
about 100% as against 1945's figures 
And asserts that, even with con- 
tinued production problems 
ling an inability to match demand, 
sales of the first two months of this 
year indicate a still better 1947. 


snowea a increast ol 


Decea’s statement showed a net 
sales figure of $30,675.381 as against 


ek 


the $15,570,930 for the previous year. 


After taxes. which were of course 
lower in 1946, the company’s net 
profit amounted to $1,944,538 as 


against $839,692 for *45. This turned 
up a per-share profit of $2.50 to 
776,650 ticket-holders as against the 
$2.16 accruing last year to 388,325 
pieces of common (the company 
having gone through a two-for-one 
deal late in 46). However, the above 
figures include profits of 
Broadcasting, Music companies, etc. 


In addition, Decca has been shifting , 


old 35c to 75c labels and has not 
spent any money for new talent. 


RCA, which does not 
compile separate earnings 
ments for its RCA-Victor recording 
subsidiary, nevertheless is known to 
have matched the forward strides of 
its rivals. Its royalty statements to 
publishers last year were the high- 
est in the company’s history, indi- 
cating the same healthy aura sur- 


publicly 


rounding the activities of Columbia | 
speaks of | 


and Decca. RCA, too, 
constantly growing sales figures. 


While the major companies work 
with figures that dwarf the talking- 
point arithmetic of the minors, some 
of the latter are claiming increasing 
strength at the same time that other 
of their contemporaries fall by the 
wayside. Majestic Records last 
month reached the point where it 
could hold its head up; it erased all 
debts to music publishers. Signa- 
ture Records, which recently went 
into a stock deal. also claims a 

(Continued on page 46) 


recording * 


marks despite the gen- | 


World | 


state- 





‘Prima’s Commodore, N.Y., 


| Louis Prima’s orchestra~ has been 
set to go into the Commodore hotel, 
New York's Century Room follow- 
ing the current Jack Edwards, fur- 
band 


ther extending the hostelry’s 
season as against its original inten- 


tion to fold for the summer last 
week, when Eddy Howard's orches- 


ra move out. Prima is due in April 
17 for four or six weeks 

It’s not Prima’s first shot at a 
major N. Y. hostelry. He played the 


Astor Roof two years ago, sharing 
the bandstand then with Tommy 
Tucker's orchestra. 


Ralph Peer’s Wish To 
Feed Foreign Staffs 
Gets Him in Dutch 


London, March 13. 

With offices in London, Paris, 
Brussels, Amsterdam, Stockholm, 
Barcelona, Madrid, Milan.and Zurich, 
Ralph S. Peer thought it his duty 
when he came over to Europe in 
December to stock his baggage full 
of edibles and other commodities on 
short supply this side of the ocean, 
so as to augment the needs of his 
many employees in Europe. 

But when he and his wife arrived 
in London with their stock, they 


equal- | 





' were held up at customs and almost 


accused of trying to run a black- 
market in England. Stuff was held 


by officials for several months, but | 


was finally released, after a lot of 
convincing, early in March. 
Peers unloaded to several of their 


Staffs all over Europe, and with the | 


left-overs held a reception in their 
suite at Claridge’s hotel, with Tin- 
Pan-Alley turning out in force to 
guzzie the food, such as they have 
} not laid eyes on for some years. 
Peers depart for Ireland March 
18 to trace some of their. ancestors, 
expecting to stay a week, after 
which they fly back to New York. 





Paul Whiteman and Boston Sym- 
'phony director Arthur Fiedler are 
set to record Percy Faith’s “Snow 
| Goose” symphony following its in- 
| troduction a few weeks ago on the 


|Carnation “Contented Hour.” White- | 


|man records for Signature and Hub 
{Symph for Columbia. 








Date Following Edwards, 


Evans Revives Jazz Unit 


Jimmy Evans is turning to jazz 
again. He has lined up a 10-week 
tour for an all-star jive unit to be 
billed the “Cavalcade of Jazz.” Idea 
‘grew out of a similar “Cavalcade” 
unit which Evans tried out last De- 
cember in a few Eastern key cities. 
| He promotes the dates himself. 
| Combo tees off March 30 in Day- 
lton, O., and thereafter will play in 
| Toronto and throughout the East. 
| Musicians involved. include Jack 
'Teagarden, “Hot+Lips” Page, Georgie 





Auld, J. C. Higginbotham, George 
| Jenkins, Red Rodney, “Flat Top” 
Wilson, Eddie Durham, Freddie 
Washington and Morris Lane. Dinah 


Washington will handle vocals. 


SEC Digs Deeper 


Into Cosmo Fiasco 


Securities 
sion, 


& Exchange Commis- 
which has been investigating 
the Cosmo Record set up out of its 
New York offices, is not fooling. Its 
probe into the activities of the firm 
and its originators was launched 
following numerous complaints of 
fraud from people who lost money 
in the companys stock machina- 
tions, and the men assigned to the 
' problem are digging deeply into the 
firm’s turnings and twistings en- 
deavoring to straighten it all out. 
Cosmo’s affairs are in such a state. 
however, that the task of determin- 
ing what occurred with the com- 
pany and how it was brought about 
isn’t easy. SEC is subpoenaing vir- 
tually everyone who would have 


even the vaguest reason for knowl- | 


edge of the company’s workings. 
More than $1,000,000 has been lost 
in the fiasco, quite a bit of it by 
small investors in Cosmo stock. 





‘Cornell U. Warms Up 
Jazz; Concerts, Talks 


Jazz club has been formed at Cor- 
'nell U. under Marshall Stearns with 
the ultimate object of establishing a 
;Cornell music foundation. 

Terming jazz a “uniquely Ameri- 
can folk art,” Stearns has set up a 
series of lectures by visiting writers 
| and musicians as well as a series of 


jazz concerts backed by the 


the subject, hoping to build a library 
|to which jazz students can refer 
from all over the country. Club will 
also reissue old jazz classics under 
its own label at cost to members. * 

First of the talks was given by 
| George Avakian, with Duke Elling- 
'ton scheduled for April 19. 





Crosby Research Labs 





club. | 
| Outfit has already begun a collection | 
| of rare records and publications on/ 


Laboratories, 
during the 
producing 


Crosby Research 

which aided scientists 
war in developing and 
battle equipment, is being turned 
into commercial pursuits. Organi- 
| zation will specialize in the produc- 
ition and marketing of mechanical 
toys, many of which assertedly go 
beyond items now available, in in- 
ost 


Most of the developments are due 
markets shortly, others 
are being held until later in the year 
for next Xmas season. 


ito hit the 


1406 Suit Filed in NY. 
By Record Maker For 
Cancellation of Pact 


Suit was filed Monday (17) in New 
York Federal Court against Contin 
ental Music. Inc. and C. G. Conn, 
Ltd., by Mendaire Products Manu- 
| facturing Co., asking $140,000 dam- 
j}ages for alleged breach of contract. 

Plaintiff company, owned by Jacob 
O. and Tauba Goodman says that 
|contract was completed Oct. 9, 1946, 
between Continental and Mendaire 
under which latter was to supply 
1400.000 sets of “Picturime” records 
for children in time to make the 
Christmas buying season. Under the 
contract the defendants could cancel 


if samples supplied were not in good | 


condition. Goodmans say that on 
Oct. 17 the samples were approved 
and that 12 days later, on October 
29, they received a form letter can- 
celling the order without 
tion 

Since the manufacturing was spe- 
| cially to order Mendaire is asking 
| damages, with Mendaire owners 
ispecifying that they were ready and 
| willing at all times to supply the 
records. Also- claimed that Contin- 
j}ental is a dummy corporation, wholly 
|owned by C. G. Conn. 


TRACEY GANDERS LA. 


E. A. Tracey, prexy of Majestic, 
jarrived here March 11 for two 
| weeks. 
| He will spend his time checking 


ithe operation of Majestic’s local 
{platter plant and look-see the local 
| television situation with an eye to 
Majestic situation in the national 
receiver picture. 
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NEW YORK 





Listen to FRANK SINATRA |/ 


explana- | 


Some Top Name Bands Go Begging 
Due to Refusal To Cut Guarantees 


@ There is a defiuite tende 





ney among 
some of the best known name band 


leaders to maintain and, in some 


. sq], instances even boost, asking prices 
Now Going Commercial for their services this summer. daa 


one-night and seasonal location buy. 
ers seem to be tossing their quota. 
tions right back at them. In at least 
two cases, names which are asking 


guarantees that can do nothing but 
force admission price var 
time levels, aren't being sold too fast 
for summer date As a matter of 
fact the two in cuestion haven't one 
date set while some of the location 
spots they usudlly play, such as the 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City: Conven- 
tion Hall. Asbury Park, et al.. ars 


almost all booked for the season 


One of the bands asking big dough 
is Vaughn Monroe, who rode upward 
|last year on several hit recordings. 
|He wants $15,000 weekly for such 
things as the Steel Pier, and the 
latter is said to be quite averse to 
such a price tag. Monroe is also said 
to be asking $4,000 per night guar- 
lantees on one-nighters, a_ figure 
which Harry James tried last season 
and which he has reduced to $2,500 
this year. Another asking high coin 
|is Charlie Spivak. who assertedly is 


|having rough sledding snagging 
dates. 
James, incidentally. doesn't seem 


to be an easy sale even at $2,500 in 
territories where he has played be- 
| fore. In the southeast, in Louisiana, 
| Alabama, Tennessee, etc.. where he 
has never put in an appearance, he's 
a push-over sale. One of the reasons 
is that James ‘jas had no hit Colum- 
| bia recordings recently. 

| At the same time that some of the 
top names are continuing to quote 
high prices and maintain large bands 
and staffs, which in turn force those 
prices, the tendency to cut operating 


costs ‘by medium level and bands 
| trying to get a toe-hold on popu- 
| larity, increases. Last week, Ray 


|; Anthony, who drew into New York 
|last year for the first time with 21 
musicians and singers, is now in the 
process of cutting to five brass, five 
sax, three rhythm. With this instru- 
mentation he claims he can take a 
job at pre-war prices and come out. 
| Reducing the size of his outfit cuts 
| annual operating expenses by $26,- 
000, a figure that can mean the dif- 
| ference between profit or breaking 
leven and a heavy loss over a 12- 
month period. Randy Brooks had 
preceded Anihony in cutting. He's 
now working with 12 men plus him- 
self and vocalists. 








Sing FRANKIE CARLE’S Newest Hit 


“ROSES IN THE RAIN” 


On His Old Gold Program 


Wednesday, March 19, over CBS Network, 9 P.M., EST 


BARTON MUSIC CORP. 


MACK MARTIN, Professional Manager 


CHICAGO 
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DREAM, DREAM, DREAM 


By JOHN REDMOND and LOU RICCA 


The Sensational Decca Recording 


By The MILLS BROTHERS 


Will Be Released Scon 


BE SURE TO HEAR THEIR VERSION 
ON KRAFT MUSIC HALL, THURSDAY, MARCH 20 


JOHN THOMAS MUSIC CORPORATION, 250 West 57th Street, New York 
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Decca congratulates Louis Jordan 





he 


on his new membership in the ex- 
clusive “One Million Club!” 


rte 





se { 


ng 






Pree ae ee 


us 
ay 
rk 


With the sale of over 1,000,000 
records of Choo Choo Ch’Boogie, he 


joins fellow club members Bing 
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, | eS Crosby, the Andrews Sisters, the 











| | Mills Brothers, Ella Fitzgerald, the 
7 Ink Spots and Dick Haymes. 
You're in good company, Louis... 
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British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending March 6) 
London, March 7. 


N.Y. 802 Logs Rules To 
Curb Practices of Club, | 





Old Lamplighter...........Dash 
Hotel Banquet Mgrs. Anniversary Song...... Connelly 
Membership of New York local Antil GaewOts. va< sce Chappell 


Sentimental Reasons. ,.Maurice 


| 802 of the American Federation of Stave Will Bemember,. Feldman 


| Musicians, in meeting last week, 


: , sidebie To Each His Own...... Victoria 
passed a resolution, which was given ; : < 8 
|the support of the executive board, hed pots co reeee arc 
regarding the pratice of caterers | a Wiens y sou Are. a, — 
and banquet heads in N, Y. hotels; site ccrstes seen esebenss 
ease clubs of favoring certain musi- Whole World ye tobe 
‘cians for jobs at those spots. Five-| May I Call You Sweetheart. Das 


| point resolution laid out by the| 


i}membership carries penalties of 
| “recommended expulsion” from 


World Belongs to You.Strauss-M 


Second 12 


| 802, for members caught in cahoots Till Then. : vereee el happell 
? Things We Did...........Morris 
|with banquet people, and hotels A “di Wright 
and clubs were threatened with be- rah ard . - “, oe weaaa 
: “unfair list” for one on a re) OVO. cc cnc ot 
ean aes , ‘“ — Dream Again.. .Box & Cox 


~~, Rickety Rickshaw Man.Southern 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah . Sun 
All Thru the Day... ...Chappell 
Pretending BES tials «td Wood 
Never Grow Old.....Strauss-M. 
You Keep Coming Back. . Berlin 
You Always Hurt....... Wood 


| 

Briefly, 802 members will not 
| “brook the practice” of banquet 
}men pressuring organizations, in- 
| dividuals, ete. into hiring musicians 
;of their (the banquet men’s) choice 
iso as to be eligible for a kickback. 
| Practice has been going on for 
|some time, and there have been 


[Soson to get scarce uz aiuto ELLA LOGAN’S ‘FINIAN’ 
| DISKING STILL SNAFUED 
ABELYMAN’S L.A.-TO-N.Y. 











Recordings of “Finian’s Rainbow,” 
which have been a favorite football 


Columbia Records, and others inter- 
Abe Lyman is due in New York | ested, still are not set for cutting. 
ithe end of this month for his first | Ella Logan, who has lead part, and 
| visit since last summer, His trip, Columbia still have not gotten to- 
jhe has told friends in the east, is | gether on her demands and as a re- 
| concerned mostly with the Musi- | sult no contract has been signed and 
craft Record situation. It appears | no recording date is set. 
he and a group of friends are amen- 
able to going into the company, 
which is now in the throes of re- 
organization, in an effort to straighten 
its financial affairs, with both fresh 
money and personnel. 
Lyman, who gave up maestroing | 





whereby he would deliver the cast 


“ '& |}upset the apple-cart. Previously, 
more than a year ago to live in Cali-| when the Decca deal was being 
fornia, where he has often been dis- | tajked and later dropped entirely, 
cussing plans for a ballroom to rival | wiss Logan also couldn’t be lined 
the Palladium, hasn’t been east since yp, She almost made diskings of 
last summer. He’s also said to be the show's tunes for Apollo Records. 
interested in going into the opera- 
tion of Glen island Casino with Shep 





months ago and is due to open it 
May 15 with Tex Beneke’s orchestra. | 


Band to Growing Stable 


Chicago, March 18. 





Tony Pastor’s orchestra was | orchestra, now current at the Mil- 
signed last week for its first picture. | waukee Roof Ballroom. Russ Fa- 
Outfit goes into Columbia’s “Three | chine, midwest M-A chief, signed 


of the band is set for April 23-26 in | rence Welk pianist. 


Booking wiil put Pastor on the | Rogers and have two other bands 
Coast earlier than he had antici- ready to join as soon as their con- 
pated. He goes into the Palladium tracts are up. Agency also has 
Ballroom, April 29, for six weeks. | Clyde McCoy. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers Total 

} Wecks Pust Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 

Emil Coleman*... Waldorf (400: $2).......... Sceeseets Se 2,100 58,150 


Frankie Carle.... Pennsylvania (500: $1-$1.50)......... 5 1950 11,175 
| Chuck Foster*....New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 11 1,200 16,200 
| Guy Lombardo. .. Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)......0.... 19 1,700 45,675 
| Jack Edwards.....Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)...eeee... 0 +700 700 
| Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300: $1-$1.50)......eess.. 18 925 18,650 
| 





















* Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Jane Pickens, Russell Swann: Ice 
| Revue at New Yorker. 
+ 4 Days. 





Stephen Kilsey (Marine Room, Edgewater; 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Last 
week of old revue a not so good, 3,700. 

Don McGrane (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 550; $3.50 min.). Three con- 
| ventions in hotel zipped biz to staunch 4,500. 

Raymond Ramos (Mayfair Room. Blackstone; 350; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Small 
room took another beating with 1.700. 
| Jeseph Sudy (Walnut Room, Bismarck; 465; $2-$2.50 min.). New show 
| seems to be catching on; pleasant 3,200. 

Ted Weems (College Inn, Sherman: 900; $2-$2.50 min.). Ice show okay 
| at 4,500. 


| Chicago 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador: 900; $1-$1.50). Nifty 2,900 covers 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Solid 2,300 tabs. 


| Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 





new kiddies’ matinée brings gate up to healthy 4,000. 
' a very satisfactory 5,200. 
with 4,200 in last week. 


George Olsen (Aragon: $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Fine 18,000. 
Benny Strong (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Fine 17,000. 





(Los Angeles) 
Pair last week lured around 4,900, okay. 


stanza, satisfactory. 6,000 admissions. . 
Xavier Cugat (Ciro’s, N, Hollywood. 3d wk). Excellent 3,200 covers. 














' 18,000 admissions. Les Brown opened last nite (Tues.). 





ON MUSICRAFT DISK DEAL 2% show's proaucer, Decca ana 


Lee Sabinson, who produced the | 
show with William Katzell, had | 
agreed upon a deal with Columbia | 


for a guarantee against royalties. | 
|} Miss Logan, however, continues to | 


Fields, who took over the spot | M.A Add Tommy Sheridan 
. “ Newest band to be pacted by Mus- | 
Tony Pastor Signed for Pic Art Corp is the Tommy Sheridan 


Blondes and a Redhead.” Shooting |; the band, led by the former Law- | 


Hollywood. | Last week ,M-A_ signed Eddie 


Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk: 500: $2-$2.50 min.). Kiddies count, too, and | 
Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3.50 min.). New show in first week did | 


Sol Klein (Latin Quarter; 700: $2.50 min.). Ted Lewis still riding high | 


Denny Beckner and Sterling Young (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 3d wk). | 


Bobby Sherwood (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, 10th wk). Windup | 


Vaughn Monroe (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 6th wk). Last frame fine | 


Music Notes = 


Dave Blum east to take over as New York representative of Harry 
Warren Music....Bud Gately is now Capitol Songs professional manager 
.... Jane Russell waxed side with Kay Kyser ork for Columbia... . Nick 
Denalo doing four sides for Black & White records backed by Phil Moore 
and six-piece combo.,..Les Brown waxed “Why Don't We Say We're 
Sorry” and “Triskaidekaphobia” for Columbia....Max Steiner receiveg 
request to permit excerpts from his score of “Pursued” to be played this 
summer by the Albert Hall Symphony in London,.,.David Miller named 


musical director of Enterprise Records....Bill Lindsey joined Universaj 
_ Recorders as assistant sales manager... .Ralph Blane East for three months 
| to complete music and lyrics for projected legit musical “Eight Cousins” 
| for which Sally Benson is penning the book....“Piano Score of Four,” 
Jewel album, will be released April }. Album includes two sides each by 
jazz pianist Harold Bostwick, Joe Bushkin, Hal Scheafer, and Bob Laine 
..Ken Curtis will etch a new album of oatunes for children on Mer. 
cury Records....Olga San Juan inked to cut a six-sided album for Signa- 
ture Records....Louis Colona applied for membership in Coast branch of 
MPCE....Louis Catellucci, Los Angeles County Ork conductor, signed by 
Capitol for transcription work....George Joy of Santly-Joy Inc., and 
Tommy Valando, professional manager for concern, trekking Westward 
on biz trip....Now 123 song pluggers in Hollywood—an all time high. 


‘Peer, Marks on Prowl | 


For Professional Staffs: pale. 
| Two of the most important a | GR FAT POPU LA R 


| ates of Broadcast Music, Inc.—Peer- 
STANDARDS TODAY 
| both on the prowl in New York for meee 


|men to head professional staffs. |) 3 
! 














TOP HITS OF YESTERDAY 


International and E. B. Marks—are 





| Marks’ contact division is currently | | From the Charles R. Rogers Production 


, "THE FABULOUS DORSEYS" 


| headed by Frank Hennings, whose 
| contract is up in April and who is | | 


| leaving that post. ke * 
| Peer, who has numerous contacts 

| with foreign publishers, particularly AT 

|in Mexico and South America, 


| wants to set up a staff that will put 
his firms on a real active basis. 












SUNDOWN 


Words and music by 
Walter Donaldson 








Decca Net 


Continued from page 44 





| heavy spurt in sales-for January 
jand February. 
| 
| 
t 





Commerce Dept. Substantiates 
Washington, March 18. 
Although show biz. generally ap- 
pears skedded for a downward 
curve in 1947, the phonograph rec- 
ord field is still on the upbeat, U. S. 
Department of Commerce reports. 
In 1946, the all-time record high Werds by Sidney Mitchell end 
year, the industry turned out about | * Edne Alexander 
275,000,000 platters and had retail | = Music by Maceo Pinkerd 
sales of $165,000,000, says Commerce. | |) % 
But this will be nothing compared | \7.% 
with 1947, when production of the 
disks should mount to at least 400,- For new ar 
| 000,000, with correspondingly high 
sales figures. 


The Newest, Fastest Growing 
Revival Hitl 


SUGAR 


e 








arrangements 


RG he 
“Popular records account for PHIL KOR z 

about 70% of current production, Standard SAR 
with juke boxes creating the largest The Big 
single demand,” reports the Depart- 
ment. “Children’s records, which at 
present are providing the industry 
with a spectacular boom market, ac- 











counted for about 10% of the 1946 
total production. ... Wire and tape 
recordings have not yet been proved 
practical for mass production. 
Tracing the history of the record 
biz, the Department said that in 
1900 sales amounted to $539,370, in- 
cluding cylinder type records. By 
1904, the figure had climbed to” $4,- 
678,547. Platter industry went ahead 
by leaps and bounds, reaching a 
total output of 100,000,000 records, 
worth $47,000,000, in 1921. Then 
there came a decline, ag rebirth and 
another dip during the depression 
which was so bad that in 1932 fewer 
than 10,000,000 disks were produced. 
Current upswing began in 1934 with 


All’s forgiven—please 
listen to the BUDDY 
CLARK-Ray Noble Colum- 
bia Record number 37215. 


Asa 











the coming of the radio=phonograph 
combos and the juke boxes, plus a 
drop in record prices. 


Hammond Novachord 
FOR SALE 
Excellent Condition, $1300 


Write Box 164, Variety, 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. ¥. 





Freddy Miller, arranger has or- 
ganized an 11-piece band with Janet 
Parker femme vocalist. Outfit com- 
prises four reed, four brass and three 
rhythm. 








1 





Ruth Etting has switched 
to Associated Booking Corp. 
hecause Associated achieves 

the utmost in booking 


| 
MISS ETTING Opens at the COPACABANA, New York 
| 





March 27th 


| ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 
JOE GLASER, Pres. 
| 745 Fifth Ave., New York 22 54 W. Randolph St., Chicago 
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A Gal 
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| Songs joags With Largest Radio Audiences! 10 BestShet Seles | fncide Stuff—Orchestras-Musi 
m (Week Ending, March 15) nsi é C es as- us C 
n . nniversary Song....... Moo 
cot oqgge ple a we So gl ar age ag. + oy cee Audience | Glocea sieews eh ee Jimmy Tyson, one-night booker for Music Corp. of America, was sched- 
Coverage rks, based in New York on tabulations by Ac ; ABC and Managua Nicaragua...... Encore uled Jast week (12) to make a speech on “The Name Band Picture for 1947” 
Mutual gare atiohed by Office of Research, Inc, or ; ss e Reporting! Guilty .................. Feist | Oefore members of the New England Assn. of Amusement Parks and 
Service. u ohn G. Peatman, Heartaches ...... eeee...Leeds | Beaches, at an affair in Boston at which one of the speakers was Massa- 
Director. Survey Week of March 3-13, 1947 Linda ......Mayfair | Chusetts’ Governor Bradford. Tyson turned up ill and cancelled out; so did 
A connne Place. Girl” ; Old Lamplighter . Ra Shapiro-B | Harry Kalcheim, of the William Morris agency. One of the attendees was 
A Gal in Calico—t Time,  1ace, terse seeseresoces eee REMiICK I'll Close My Eyes..... Maurice | Bill Burnham, also of Morris. He was pressed into service and got away jk 
A Rainy Night In Rio—t“Time, Place, Girl”.,......... ..+.Witmark Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah. .Santly-Joy | with a whole skin by turning the session from a straight dissertation on 4 
Among My BOUVOTINE< foci ivec tues csstes eeeeeseesses -eeeel. B. Harms Sentimental Reasc Duchess what happens with the band biz, ‘into a question and answer bee. He i} 
Anniversary Song—7* ‘Jolson Story” new oXaee Oe 6dsc ces. 0se-MOOd a : parried queries from park and beach resort owners who use name bands a4 
April Showers—t“Jolson Story”... .......--ccsccccsesces ces Harms Second 10 for 90 minutes. P 
Best Man ..-.eeecssesrereeese Teer eee ee ee ee es Vanguard Oe as Oxford | es ‘is 
Bless YOU ..--5 sss seers: "Tate TUTTE EEE seeececee . oes - Shapiro-B | ana .,. Feist Songs from the forthcoming Bing Crosby film, “Welcome Stranger,” are itt 
For Sentimental Reasons. oy 2 ee er ee eer Open Door, Richard....Duchess causing unusual tieups with national manufacturers by Burke-Van Heusen, . 
; Guilty... cece ee coer e seer eer e ener eee eereceeereeee aeons. Feist Always Be One I Love _. Sinatra publisher of the score. “Country Style.” one of the tunes, will be the basis a 
: HeartacheS ...-.-- ceceecrcteerrererersererseeeecesens e oe. -Leccs Bless You Shapiro-B of exploitation of a new drink by that name being devised by Schenley; 
How Are Things In G locea Morra—* ‘Finian’s Rainbow”.....Crawford April Showers Harms a dance being worked out by Arthur Murray, and the title of teen-age 
Huggin’ fC hss as'bibe ile - Verbs tens peer ees Oh But I Do Remick dresses being turned out by another firm ‘Smile Right Back at the Sun” 
1 Tipped My Hat and Slowly Rode Away CUNT TTT e Ta Robbins Uncle Remus Said... .Santly-Joy will be tied up with Pepsodent, a sunburn lotion, sun glasses. Topper, 
(ll Close My Eyes..... . ‘+ Maurice You Can’t See Sun . Simon however, is a tieup with a mattress maker for the song “As Long As I’m 
It Takes Time woes London Rainy Night Rio ........Remick Dreamy 
{t's a Good Day......-.. . Capitol — - - 
Tind@ sevice sescscceee Morris Current Collier’s carries a story by Stanley Frank on disk jocks, under 
Managua Nicaragua. the title, “Tycoons of the Turntable,” which is perhaps the most accurately 


written piece ever turned out on this phase of the entertainment world. 


SPA Taking the angie of the rise of the disk jock from man-of-all-work around 
-MPPA SERIAL a radio station, back in the days when they were new and untried, to their 


current exalted position in programming and income, Franks story dwells 


My Number One Dream Come True. - - Melrose 
There Is No Greater Love .... Se oces-o. World 

Oh, But 1 Do—t“Time, Place, Girl” ree ..Witmark 
So Would I—+“My Heart Goes Crazy” ..Burke-VH 


crcre | ANOTHER DELAY ON 


New-contract talks between the 





Sonata ...-.-.++++- SEE ail SO ola Ede Sal el certo as -Oxford | Songwriters Protective Assn. and on '- more outstanding men in the racket, i.e., Martin Block, A) Jarvis, 
wee te bectauin Song of South” Wak ar a a a -Santly-Joy the Music Publishers Protective ed Husing, Arthur Godfrey, et al. 
That's the Beginning of the Enc tt eee tweens .... ABC | Assn., which are being drawn out Int ti 1 Swe indie orien haetre - > + 
NS er . Jefferson | aan inet thantea: ie o maneta ante nterna iona Sweethearts of Rhythm orchestra, cited in Variety re- 
yo eS eee ee ... Advanced ~ an last Sietate ja (12) ra cently as having missed a date at Lynchburg, Va., emphatically disagrees. 
Uncle Remus Said—7*‘ ‘Song of the South” idtare toes .. .Santly-Joy | sell pe lh vamp A Peg Band Ss manager, Rae Lee Jones, points out that the band was ready and 
When Am I Gonna Kiss You Good Morning. es so bit a4 4 aisiile with nen em ng . list - willing to play the one-night, but that the date, along with several others, 
You Can’t See Sun When You're Crying........ wesece e+e George Simon! ,. . =i = ns an shea. | was cancelled by the American Federation of Musicians due to an inyesti- 
You'll Always Be the One I Love _....Sinatra a a result, the SPA-MPPA pact | gation of promoters in that area who had not lived up to prior obligations 
Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah—*“Song of South”............... See a | whic h was suppost d to have ex- | to other bands 

: |pired Dec. 31, last, has been ex- 








Celebrating his 25th anniversary as an ASCAP member March 30, song- 
smith Harry Tobias has compiled a catalog of tunes for which he’s written 
Last Wednesday's second all-day | lyrics. Salutes his co-writers, publishers as well as musical directors, disk 


Se ; é |} tended again for the fourth time. 
Remaining 19 songs of the week, which did not have enough performance | It's now effective until April 30. 

4 credits to rate inclusion in the first 30. 

a Another Night Like This 


.E. B. Marks 



































sonnel, both sales and executive, | trillo, head of the AFM, but if he 


a rea retry Cecdee ss § meet didn’t get one item ironed out. | Jockeys, et al., in a folder tagged “An All Star Hit Parade of Popular 
Connecticut .........-. TITTTTt or H. Warren And there are so many meetings at | Standards.” 
Girl That I Marry—** ‘Annie Get Your Gun” SHO eee eeeeee eens Berlin the American Society of Composers, | ~ — 
I Can't Believe It Was All Make-Believe................... BVC | Authees aad Melsitalere plus the 
I Gotta Gal I Love—i“Ladies Man”.................c00 00 Famous United Nations Educational Social | Robbins Suit Vs D &H 
TNUSION +--+ esses sp eeee cece eee e ect eeee ppsepeiesNdnd at . .Pemora and Cultural Organization meet in James-- "AT Pe. s 
Maybe You'll Be There ...... 2b Beit 6 Muaehiasee sense Triangle Philadelphia next week. which | 0 a | G if Ri hts 
: a ere ae . oo a ; S n AS fendicstl vase te ee many major publishers will attend, Continued from page 41 ver y a ig 
es razy— eal oes SEY 1066-6 +0 8008 urke- . > ’ . | oO ine 7 ic file cui ac > 
Oh Why Did I Seer Leave ie secerece i eeesees ».. Feist a hg ad ge sgg ges ge WER HS, 52 Sey ween, wee 1S ethers | oe ways Sit! ah np see 
le SIO gcc ii cs ccc ccs scccec (0's owen bs Ks be cee nailed — |from 47 wouldn't disturb the for- 1? New York ee ee a 
On the Other End of a Kiss. RE aa ipa, | ee. Beverly ’ |mer’s new cards in the local since , Denton & Haskins, publishers, for 
: aon | iy 9 een Kinda Sass <edlbedaedudsshaeeasebed Duchess Vi its apie allow a six month hiatus alleged infringement of rights to the 
j at's Where I Came In ........ baedhen . Robbins RCA- M T cacn year. “Somebody Sto 
f = Me—j;"Fabulous Dorseys” .... 2... .6ceecessees .% .. Dorsey Bros. ictor oves 0 rend rah with bay pong 4 ous =e Een : 
‘ e Could Make Such Beautiful Music................0 ee: BMI NBC Si M H ll d perfectly legal, according to AFM “? “*" 
j What Am I Gonna Do About You?—i“Ladies Man”......... Paramount ite in 0 ywoo rules. Local 47 admits they are. Claim is that Wood assigned the 
: Whe Cares What People Say................. bite wes ae Harms Hollywood, March 18. fre it eg ns pei bpd it tune to Meyer Cohen pubs, and 
SEES OOO TONS AGW i005 66s. cccccce Cr eereerceree- cers cces Bourne RCA-Victor moves into new head- | feels is a deliberate method of dodg- | opyri ' 
oon ’ quarters on the far site of NBC’s| ing taxes and it is hoping that it when the copyright sf ena 
t Filmusical, * Legit Misical. square block at Sunset’ and Vine|can launch a hassle that will wind | Dec. 3, 1946, by Wood's widow, she 
ann Aug. 1. Firm will have 12,000 square | up in the placing of such legislation | assigned it to Leo Feist, which 
feet of floor space for the film and|on AFM books. It has invited | turned it over to Robbins. Robbins 
Woody Herman East Pearl’s Gal Boss disk recording departments and per- | James to appeal to James C. Pe- | Claims that after Dec. 4 Denton & 
j Haskins infringed by publishing the 


Woody Herman drew into New 
York Monday (17) fer his first visit 
east since before he broke up his 
orchestra, He came east to be with 
his family, which had left the Coast 
several weeks ago, and to talk a 
radio deal. 





* 


Ray Pearl orchestra, current at 
the Claridge hotel, Memphis, is one 
of those rarities—a dance band with 


a gal business manager. She’s Gloria | 
Lynn, who had been chirper with | 


the Pearl outfit. 


Two-story structure occupied by | 'does 47 intends to battle the case 
Otto K. Olesen electrical and light- | down to the wire—the latter being 
|ing outfit will be renamed the RCA |} | James mid-April deadline for en- 
| Bldg. | training for the southwest where he 

Sid Strotz signed the lease for NBC}! begins a one-nighter route that will 
and Hal Maag was the RCA func-| work up through the southeast and 


| tionary. | mid-Atlantic seaboard. 


‘tune, registering a claim to renewal 
copyright, asserting ownership, and 
demanding payment for mechanical 
rights. 

Robbins lawyers are asking an in- 
junction and an accounting of 
| profits. 
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THE NO. I BALLAD OF 1947 


YOU'LL KNOW WHEN IT HAPPENS 


' BOURNE: 
. THE NEW TERRIFIC NOVELTY SONG 


| HAD 100 MUCH TO DREAM LAST NIGHT 


FROM LOEW-LEWIN'S MY BEL AMI 
: THE PRIVATE AFFAIRS OF BEL AMI 


(SOON TO BE RELEASED) BOURNE 


THE CURRENT FAVORITE 


| THAT’S THE BEGINNING OF THE END 


} {ABC} 
& THE LOVELY SONG BASED ON TOSELLI’S ‘SERENADE’ ; 


| YEARS AND YEARS AGO 


BOURNE 
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LISTEN TO 
DINAH SHORE’S SENSATIONAL COLUMBIA RECORD 
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NY. Lati 
Y, Latin Quarter 
| settlement of debts incurred in the 
ters osts | operation of the Embassy Club, 
9 |N. Y¥. A committee representing 


unsecured creditors, to whom $75,000 
was owed, agreed to accept a 10% 


American Guild of Variety 


Art-!to walk out, 


Walkout Halted 


Dave Fox, head of the 


ists, which was set to pull out show |N. Y. AGVA local demanded $15,000 


at the Latin Quarter, N. Y., Sunday 
(16), didn’t when Lou Walters, LQ 


in cash before he 


but later consented to the parley. 


‘ /cash payment in 
would negotiate, | 


boniface, posted $20,000 in U. S. | Walters pointed out that the N. Y. 
Treasury bonds with Arthur Lee spot shouldn't suffer because of the 
Simpkins, who was designated as Miami Beach cafe inasmuch as he | 
spokesman for the Latin Quarter | was hired to put on shows there, 
cast. : ' having sold out his interest to 
Action was a result of the Latin partner E. M. Loew sometime ago. 
Quarter, Miami Beach, contesting (Loew is also an owner of the N. Y 
the $15.000 salary. due Jane Rus- SP0°? Besides, he pointed out, Miss 
sell for one week's work at that | Russell's $15,000 salary has been 
spot. It was claimed that Miss Rus- |Posted in full with the Miami court 


sell spoiled chance for financial suc 


cess at the LQ because of uer priol 
appearance at a benefit date at the 
Lord Tarleton hotel, Miami Beach 
March 2, night before her opening. 


In addition, E. M. Loew, LQ owner, 


claimed that she wore too-modest 


garb, thus disappointing customers 
and creating unfavorable word-of- 


mouth publicity. 


Bend posting with Simpkins was a 


compromise step taken after .a vir- 


tual rebellion by the cast when asked 


pénding outcome of a hearing to be 


held there 


The Miami Beach operation, so 
far. hasn't been notified of any un 
fair actiori against it, despite the fact 
that AGVA was ready to pull out 
the N. Y. show. 


AQUARIUM CLOSES; 
MAY REOPEN APRIL 1 


Aquarium cafe, N.Y., which until 











| COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Treatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thre 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS” 
3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES” 
10 Sock Parodies fer $10.00 
“HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(Hew te Ke an Emcee) 
$3.00 Per Copy 


Ne C.0.D.’a on any material! If en 
route, also send permanent address 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 57th St.. New York 19, N.Y. 


a short time ago used top name 
bands such as Louis Prima, Lionel 
Hampton and Gene Krupa, folded 
last Sunday (16) and may reopen 


around April 1 as the Colonial play- 
land. Ben Harriman, who operated 
the Aquarium, will continue to head 


the new outfit, with various conces- 
sions being rented. 


It’s the second name band spot to 
close. The 400 club, closed shortly 
after New Year's. 

Aquarium sometime ago dropped 
't name policy for inexpensive lay- 
outs. 





Proser Expands Show 
Biz Holdings; Mulls Pix 
iz ho ; 

Monte Proser is expanding his ac- 
tivities and show business interests 
beyond the orbit of the Copacabana, 
N.Y., which bears his name, and it’s 
reached the stage that his horizons 
are veering more to Hollywood. 








While the Copa liquor license, stock, 








STEVE EVANS 


Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
Opening Loew's State, New York 
March 27th 
DIR... MATTY ROSEN 





lease, etc., in New York, are in his 
name, he feels that the Copa idiom, 
per se, may become dated and he’s 
extending himself into pictures and 
ther interests. For that reason he’s 
calling it Proser’s Trocadero on the 
Coast, bypassing the Copa tag. 
Richman’s Riviera Return 
Harry Richman will play his first 
N. Y. date in several years when 
he opens the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., 
for the season May 4. Richman last 
played in N. Y. at La Martinique. 
4 Riviera, operated by Bill Miller, 





expected to install a line of girls. 


















139 E. 57th St, N.Y¥.C. PL. 9-7470 


BERLE’S NITERY DATES 

| Milton Berle is continuing nitery 
appearances in conjunction with his 
| Philip Morris airshow on Tuesdays. 


dates. 

First date is at the Town Casino, 
Buffalo, starting April 2, at $7,500. 
It’s the same basic salary that he 
got at the Carnival, N. Y. 
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| will continue its name policy and is | 


' | Comic is taking five-day-a-week cafe | 


10% Settlement Bid On 


Embassy, N.Y., Accented | 


Creditors have accepted a 10% 


lieu of the 20% 
payment extended over a period of 
time, as originally proposed. 


The cash settlement will come 
from Morris D. Schwartz who 
bought the Embassy from Bill 
Miller two months ago. Embassy 


recently filed a petition of arrange- 


ment which in addition to the un- 
secured debts, listed $63,000 in se- 
‘ured credits and $57,000 arrearage 
in taxes 


LAUREL-HARDY. CLOWN 
WAY TO LONDON KUDOES 


London, March 18. 


Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy, 
opening at the Palladium here 
last week, clowned to a show- 


stopping reception. Comedy team, 
being presented by Bernard Delfont, 
was originally booked for two weeks 
but is being held over for a third 


stanza because of heavy advance 
ticket sales. 

Other hits in the show include 
Tommy Fields, brother of Gracie, 
and Ronald Chesney The High- 
towers, booked into the house for 
four weeks, cancelled out after a 


fortnight because of the femme part- 
ner’s twisted ankle, with the Dolin- 
offs subbing. 


El Morocco, Montreal, 


Closed for New Decor 


El Morocco, Montreal, closed Sun- 
day (16) for renovation and will re- 
open April 5 with a name policy. 
Slated for reopening show is Al 
Bernie, comedian, with Willie Shore 
to follow. 

Spot was recently sold by the Ar- 
thur Davidson Estate for $100,000 to 
a trio of w.k Montreal sports figures: 
Eddre Quinn, wrestling and~boxing 
;promoter: ‘Yvon Robert, former 
wrestler; and Leo Dandurand, opera- 
tor of several swank restaurants. 
Moreland-Fetchit Split, 

Latter Back to Single 

Mantan Moreland and_ Stepin 
Feichit have split up their act, latter 
going back as a single, while More- 
land has added a new partner, Hey- 
wood Jones. Moreland-Jones combo 
broke in their act last week in Mt. 
Vernon, N. Y., and will trek to Bos- 
ton before hitting the Main Stem. 

Moreland’s former partner, Ben 
Carter, died when the two were 





Ramirez’s Repeat 
Carlos Ramirez, singer, who has 
appeared in films and legit, has been 
|s gned for a repeat at the Havana- 

| Madrid, N. Y., starting April 3. 
Last date at this spot was for 





$3,500. 

| Saranac Lake 

By Happy Benway 

| Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 18. 

| Carto and Helen Phelps, who 


cured here, now working and doing 
O.K. at their Orlando, Florida, home. 
Ditto Margaret Dougherty, former 
nitery entertainer, who is doing sec- 
retarial work. 


in the Will Rogers. 
Among those skedded for 


mild 
exercise are James (RKO) 


Mc- 


nold (20th-Century) Coleman, Edna 
(legit) Hagan, Helen LeClaire Carl- 
son and Sam Schulman. 

Yvonne Michalski shot in from 
colony to be near her husband. Al 
Michalski, who is progressing O.K. 

Moe Gould is penciled in for an 
operation. 

Ben Schaffer is back in circulation 
| after spending time in bed with a 
nerve ailment. 

(Write to these whe are ill.) 





| 
} 


} 


| Anatomics 


$$ 


Night Club Reviews 


Sally Rand with Tracy & Claire, | 
(4); Trojans (2), Lou! 
Ashe, Kurt Jons, Ned Harvey Orch, 


Latinaires; $3.50 minimum. 


playing a theatre date in New York. | 


Sally Rand has ‘been making 
theatrical history, even if only on 
police blotters, since her appearance 
at the Chicago World's Fair. How- | 
ever, she’s always beaten such raps | 
in court. Since then, she’s enriched | 
the general culture with her demon- 
strations of the art of the fan and 
bubble, usually with healthy b.o. re- 
turns. 


Her current engagement at the 
Greenwich Village Inn at $4,000 
weekly, is showing the effects of her 
tours of the provinces Opening 


night, didn’t get the usual Broadway 
mob, but considerable tourist trade, 
most of whom had seen her at vari 
ous other towns and made audible 
comparisons Consequently, she'll 
high take in this 


probably earn het 


spot 


Miss Rand, making her first N. Y 
appearance since her engagement at ! 
the defunct Folies Bergere, has lost 
considerable poundage and tempera- 
ment. She’s quite an affable lady 
who no longer insists on a funereal 
hush during her performance. She 
moves about the room before and 
after performances chatting, giving 
autographs and making the payees 
feel at home. The six girls in het 
entourage are similarly sociable 
ind quite a lure for the wolf-trade 

Although it may not affect attend- 
ance for the early part of her run, 
at least, show accompanying her is 
sub-standard. The big moment is 
the Rand terpping with a pair of 
ostrich fans. She starts fully gowned 
and winds up in g-string, It’s the 
first bit of nudity since La Guardia 
put Minsky’s out of business in these 
parts. That's the height of the en- 
tertainment—the rest of the show 
isn’t as good. 

The six-femme ‘detachment ac- 
companying her haven't inspired 
routines, but a degree of looks and 
nifty figures. The routines are some- 
what outmoded and _ lackadaisical, 
while the costuming is fair and not 
too revealing, Bulk of the line en- 
tertainment is left to the two ponies, 


Tracy and Clare, who aren’t too im- 
pressive in their specialties of reci- 
tative special material lyrics and 
terps. 


The two outside acts fail to but- 
tress the proceedings to any appre- 


ciable degree. Lou Ashe, emcees 
and does a spot on his own which | 
doesn’t produce the desired yocks 
His bit en the performance of an 
oldish ingenue should never have | 
been permitted on this show. He 


closes with a George M. Cohan med- | 
lev to mild returns. 

Show lineup is completed by a 
four-minute appearance of the Tro- 
jans, a pair of hand-to-hand bal- 
ancers. Working with a low ceil- | 
ing, they couldn’t do the usual two | 
highs. An act of this type is enter- | 
tainment for the ringsiders only as | 
floor work and shoulder rolls can’t | 
be seen by majority in the house. | 

Kurt Jons, slated for the produc- | 
tion dance spot, performed for a few | 
minutes only because of a sprained 
ankle. Jose. 


Kitty Davis’, Miami 

' Miami Beach, March 15. 
Willie Howard with Al Kelly, 
Jackie Winston, The Robertos, Esta 








Treu, Ardita Artigas, Line (6); no 
| minimum, 
Willie Howard still gets howls 


Theresa Biviano is a new arrival | 


Carthy, Edward (Loew) Slagus, Ar- | 


Lynn, Mass., and will reside in the | 


with his French prof routine with 


| Al Kelly’s double-talk heightening 


the laugh effect. Sustains the palm 


whacks with his impressions of 
Jessel, Jolson and Crosby, with, | 


Gwieh Village Ina, N. Y.| Kelly and @ trio working in the 


sequence. 

Rest of show is an in an 
Jackie Winsion is a hard wee 
emcee who gets slim laugh reaction 
with a series of tired gags and bj 
all familiar through long usage 5 
other comics. 7 y 
The Robertos are a gracefy] ter 
duo. Nice looking pair purvey 
group of waltz, foxtrot and Latin 
terps for solid results. 

Esta Treu is a neat looking briinet 
with a nice pair of pipes and some 
nifty arrangements. Act is routine 
carefully, continuing a good balance 


of slow and fast pops, with a special 
number thrown in for good effect 
Latin lassie Ardita Artiga sings 
the familiar Cubano chant while 
the line walks to music as jy 
fillers. Johnny Silvers unit cuts the 
show in ace fashion and gets them 
on the floor for dansapation 
Lary 
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THE 
ANDREWS 
SISTERS 


Just completed 
san’ f 
‘Road To Rio 
A PARAMOUNT PICTURE 


Starring 











oe Management — LOU LEVY 





Booked! by é 
HARRY. A. ROMM 
"38.E. 57th SikNew 


Yokk .N. ¥ 

















| BENNY 


AL BORDE PRESENTS 
The Sensational 





* 


MEROFF 


5100 Aleda Club, Chicago 








SALE ON COMEDY MATERIAL! (For 
Comics, MC's, Dise Jockeys, Gagmen, ete.) 
“PUNCH LINES” original gag files writtes 
by top gagman, Nos. |, 2, 3 at $1 each... 
New surefire “COMEBACKS TO HECK- 
“COMEDY TEAM CROSS- 
. “LAFFILE” 


Come 86 sc 
joke collection $2 . 
No. | collection of jokes $i. 


VANGHKS UNLIMITED 





275 W. 43 St Mew York City 








Lovely Lady 
of Song 


JANE 


JOHNSON 





Pp" SENSATIONAL—TWO-ACT REVUE” 


ANNIVERSARY SHOW —- MOOSE CLUB, ERIE 
New Yo:k Rep.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 





Bach to Boogie 
Marimbist 


GEORGE 


~ BUEST 





Chicago Rep.: PHIL TYRRELL 
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| BOB 
| BROMLEY 


Now 

in 11th 
Meath 
Palledium 
Theatre 
London 
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Personal Management 
ELBERT TERRY 





MAXINE 


VILLAGE VANGUARD, New York 


NOW (indefinitely) 
RADIO: Sundays, 3- 


IVAN 


3:15 P.M., WNEW 


Di-action: 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
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Miami, March 18. 


,Bart at 


Miami's Ripley Is Big Biz at Season’s | 
End, Thanks To ‘No-Minimum’ Hypo’ 


the Latin Quarter: The 


For the first time this season, !Vagabonds and DeCastro sisters at 


maitre d's are turning down reserva- | 
tions for dinner shows and “squeez- 
ing” people in for the supper ses- 
siens. This, at the end of the 
suppesed lush heights, 
“meney” gone north. Situation can 
be traced directly to installation of 
a no-minimum policy by the Beach- 
comber, with the Latin Quarter, 
Copacabana and others following in 
what amounts to a meve to take the 
niteries pack te the average tourist 
making up the bulk of the people 
in town. 

m with such names as Sophie Tucker, 
Harry Richman and Jackie Miles at 
the Beachcomber; Mickey Rooney at 
the Copa; Cross & Dunn and Jan 
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DIANE 
ADRIAN 


SONG STYLIST 


CURRENTLY 


Nacional Hotel 
HAVANA, CUBA 


Just Closed 6 Weeks 
BAR OF MUSIC 
Miami Beach 
THANKS TO 
HERBERT MARKS 


TALENT AGENCY 
NEW YORK MIAMI BEACH 


; wind up 




















THERE'S ONLY ONE 


FRANCES 
FAYE 


CURRENTLY 


RIO CABANA 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Direction: M.C.A. 








ithe Clover: 


Heward at Kitty Davis’. all are 
| drawing a selid amount of biz. with 
majority of nitery ops wide-eyed at 
the turnouts. Especially in the case 


|of the bigger spots, which had been 
| getting those 


$4-$7.50 minimums and 
had been struggling along, satisfied 
if they filled the reom for dinner 
and had a “fair” house for the second 
canto 


What amazes most ops is the ap- 
pearanee of the natives who rarely 
niteries. They : 
goed measure of the 
frem their reaction, 
such a poliey 


make up a 
payees. and 
continuation of 
into next season will 
see insuranee ef an even break at 
least, no matter what the budget. 
Anomaly will bring some of. the 
spots into the prefit side. For the 
several that made dough. they'll 
with a seasonal take far 
beyond their expectations. Most are 
holding on with new shows coming 
in until April Ist 


N.Y. Vanity Fair’s 
156 Show No-Min. 


New York cafe business is hitting 
bottom, observers claim. when a 
nitery with nearly $15,000 entertain- 
ment budget drops its minimum 


Joe Frisco and Lillian | 
| Roth at the Five O'Clock: and Willie 








Boom Days 


Continued from page i 











ful there's enough business in the 


scram, which had become a prima 
donna wartime practice. 
Mixers Stay on Top 

The boys and girls are now re- 
calling that the reason Sephie 
Tucker keeps rolling along is that 
she makes friends, mixes with the 
customers, and they come to see her 
on a personal equation. That goes 
for Joe E. Lewis, and others. Harry 
Richman’s secret as a cafe attrac- 
tion in years past was his mixing 
with the trade out-front, conning 
them with a fast “Ill be right back,” 
and so they'd order up and wind up 
staying into the second show. Mor- 
ton Dewney did an unusually big 
business at the Waldorf’s Wedgwood 
Room this winter, and for a very 
g00d reason—he'’s a great mixer 
They don’t just ceme to see him: ap- 
parently the convivial goer-around- 
ers take special interest in the 
saloonantics of their personal favor- 
ites. They want them to sit down 
and have a drink, shake ‘em by the 
hand. con ‘em, 

That doesn't mean a return to 
that mixing by girls with the loners 
out front To begin with, legisla- 
tively it is taboo in New York and 
communities But the stars 
are something else again And yet 
it doesn't end with the stars either 
The in-between spots are the ones 
who need the hypo the most. The 
Hildegardes, Brissons, DeMarcos 
and Sablons can continue to stay 
aloof and they'll still SRO ’em. But 
the intermediary spots now need 
that personal touch; that extra co- 
operation between talent and man- 


many 


charge policy, and when one of the agement; that humanizing of the 

top cafe give ie entlim shall te customer-appeal, to keep business 
€ S >S . 3 Ste )- 

weeks’ notice. Since the advent of Peng. Many Spots 50% Off 

Lent, Broadway and East side takes, ! rng. ony, 000: me 


|with the exception of spots having 
a top talent marquee, have hit the 
lowest in reeent years. 

That precarious times are here is 
seen in the faet that Vanity Fair 
six weeks after its preem, dropped 
ithe minnies and adopted a pay for 
|what’s consumed policy. La Mar- 
| tinique, going through a critical era, 
has told employees it will suspend 
|March 25 unless a strong enough 
headliner is available. Spot has Gene 
Baylos booked for one week starting 
tonight (Wed.). Future depends on 
,whether business picks up suffi- 
iciently or whether a headliner is 
| available. 

However, at the Vanity Fair, it’s 
claimed a different situation exists. 
Menus call for dinners from $2 and 
'there’s little te prevent a couple 
'from holding a table with drinks 
|for a certain length of time. 


hot. The Diamond Horseshoe, 


| Sevana- Madrid and even the high- |; 
| grossing Carnival have been badly | 
\hit. The big exception appears to be | 
still doing good. | 
The Copa with Tony Martin on tap | 
is hitting boom grosses as is Lucienne | 


ithe Latin Quarter, 


|Boyer at Cafe Society Uptown and 
|Hildegarde at the Persian room of 
ithe Plaza. Versailles is okay at 
‘dinner but off for supper. Takes at | 
'the Blue Angel and Ruban Bleu have 
' declined as have many smaller cafes. 
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PHONE CIRCLE 7-3505 


BOSTON STUDIO 


LENOX HOTEL 


Phone for Appeiniment: Kenmore ‘ 


Most Broadway spots are not so) 


As It is now, business is off 50% 
and more in many spots. The top 
spots in New York have all been 
hurt. The joints that cleaned up 
$5.000 and $6.000 profit—sometimes 
up to 20G—are now losing that same 
$5.000 a week. It’s axiomatic that 
in no business like the nitery busi- 
ness does it come as fast and go 
faster when business is off. When 
there is profit the taxes eat it up. 


And when the spots are tobogganing | 


they can’t buy liquor on credit, just 
as they can’t charge it. 

Two notable trends are reported 
in this week’s issue. One is the pos- 
sible return to nudity as a business 
hypo, as evidenced in two N. Y 
spots: and the hypo being given to 
the season’s-end Miami with the 
|no-cuv, no-minimum policy. 


joint to warrant a third frolic—and 
no more of that I’ll-do-my-act-and- | 


Natl AGVA Move in Latin Casino, 


Philly, Cues Jurisdictional Policy 


Forerunner jurisdictional 


strikes in towns Bo branches of 


ithe American Guild of Variety Art- 


ists are rebelling at the parent na- 
tional union is seen with the action 
taken by the N_Y. office of AGVA in 
Philadelphia, where the branch is 
seeking local autOnomy. 


National office last week sought to 


pull out acts from the Latin Casino, 
Philadelphia, because of its dealings 
with the Philly branclt Strike was 
averted when the Latin Casino’s 
owners told Dave Fox, of the N.Y 
office, that it would deal through the 
parent office only 
Contemplated 


strike indicates 


Strategy the union's national office 
will use to break the authority of 
seceding lecals Once most spots 


start dealing with the national of- 
fice directly, branch offices will be 
controlling an area in which it will 
have no juris@iction. 

Step was apparently decided upo! 
after the national office lost a court 
tiff in Philly two weeks ago, when 
Judge Joseph Kun refused to grant 
the parent union an_ injunction 


Joan Edwards Exits MCA 


Joan Edwards. former Hit Parade 
singer, has broken away from Music 
Corp. of America. Singer, whose 
contract with MCA ended March 1, 
has so far. made no other agency 
affiliation, although she’s admitted 
talks with Abe Lastfogel, William 
Morris agency general manager. 

At any rate it’s expected that Miss 
Edwards will take no more dates 
after her windup at the Paramount 
theatre, N Y.. ending yesterday 
(Tues.). Miss Edwards expects a 
baby in July. 


against the activities of the Philly 
local secretary Dick Jenes, which 


| would have forced out ef the setup. 


Jones was previously fired by the 
national but refused to give up the 
records. Under the court decisien, 
Jones remains at his post. Case is 
now being appealed. 


Soph’s Date Set Back 


Date of the Sophie Tucker shew at 
the Latin Quarter, N.Y., has been 
moved back te April 13, because of 
singer’s heldever at the Beachcem- 
ber, Miami 

Jack Cele dancers 
slated to bew with Miss 
opened Sunday (16) 





originally 
Tucker, 
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Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 

* Draw from our library, ene of the 
largest, mest comprehensive in 
Showbiz! 

*% 1947 Cataleg FREE! 

*% Exclusive material eur epetialhy! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Road, Ll. |. City 2, N Y 
Telephone: Asteria 8-965 




















2 WEEKS 


Starting March 21 


| MeVAN'S, Buffalo, N. Y. 
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Hope you den't mind the use of the phrase, Mr. Winchell. 


ORCHIDS to.... 
JERRY ROSEN ... 


79 Consecutive Weeks in America’s 
Smartest Nite Clubs and Finest Theatres! 


James and Beverly Paysee 

















Currently Deuliing 


NEW YORK 
And 


1; NEW YORK 


OPENING MARCH 


MIAMI, FLA. 
P. S.: Thenks to 








JAMES and BEVERLY 


AYSEE 


At CLUB CAIRO, Wash., D. C 
LOEW'S STATE e 


EMBASSY CLUB 


Ruthie and Elaine 


act.” 


(HELD OVER) 


2 Personal Menagement 
5 O'CLOCK CLUB 
204 Centre! Perk South 
New York © Ci. 6-7216 


EMBASSY CLUB, New Yerk 


* Peysees cre on enterprising smooth 
balircom team who go over strongly.” 


Surprise of the show is a young dence 
team, James and Beverly Paysee, whose 
smooth ballroom technique bring them 
fop applause .. . Definitely a sprightly 


anna 


Variety, 3 5, Kahn. 


Lowe, Variety, 1/22/47. 


JERRY ROSEN 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF 


MARCH 19 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full 


Letter in parenthesis indicate circuit: 
(e) (R) 


Paramount; 


or split week 


(i) Independent; 


(L) Leew; 
RKO; (W) Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 


Capitol (L) 19 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Meribeth Old 
Harvey Stone 


Music Hall (1) 20 
Lucile Cummings 
Brumhbiida Roque 
Charles Zulkeski 
Glen Burris 
Arnaut Kros 
Acromaniacs 
Tho'as & 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 
Paramount (P) 19 
Jimmy Dorsey Bad 
I. Jordon Tym 6 
Pat Henning 
Lyn Shirley 

Roxy (1) 20 
Katherine Dunham 
Ernesio Lecuona 
Sid Caesar 

State (L) 20 
Shvretios 


Pref Backwards 
Gene Sheldon 
Senewriters Parade 
BRONX 
Windsor (1) 
Allen B & Shorty 
Fielder & Harriet 
Don Hooton 
Sen Wongs 
Yvenne Moray 
RROOKLYSN 
Flatbush (1) 22-23 
Herb Lynn 
The Chesterfields 
Josie Thorpe 
Alsion & Young 
lo. Francisco Co 
QU EENS 
Jamaica (1) 
& Willys 
Mayo Bros 
Eddie Lambert Co 
Jchnny Ames 
Ciayton & Phillips 
Ja>son & Carroll 
Bob & Irene Copfer 
George De Witt 
Warner Sis 
AKRON 
Palace (1) 20-23 
Bob Crosby Ore 
The Town Criers 
The Dunhills 
Eididie Rio 
BALTIMORE 
Hippedrome (1) 22 
Ted & Flo Valiet 
Minda Larg 
Jack Carter 
Hickory Nuts 
State (1) 20-22 
Laddie Lamont 
Mile. Nicole 
Summy White 
London $ 
23-26 
Tie Frasere 2 
Fiances White 
Pilly Van 
3 Edwards Bros 
BOSTON 
Keiths (R) 0 
Vivian Blaine 
Sumny Dunham Ore 
Ray English 


Del Rios 5 
BOUND BROOK 


Brook (1) 22-23 
Jason & Carrol 
Bob & Irene Copfer 
bel Cartier 
George De Witt 
Wagner Sis 

CAMDEN 

Towers (1) 
Jesse & James 
Rio & Rita 
Fisk & Trama 
Ted Claire 
The Latinos 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (FP) 21 
King Cole 3 
Al Hernie 


22-23 


19-22 


“Lane & Claire 


Oriental (1) 20 
Jan Augusi 
Butdy Lester 
Elsa & Waldo 
The Whirlwindasa 
Ras Lang Ore 

CINCINNATI 


Vertzulis | 


} Count 


«(LEVELAND 
Palace (R) 20 
Licnel Hampton Or 

Ct ocolateers 
Reds & Curky 
COLUMBUS 
Pelace (R) 24-24 
Tony Pasto> Or 
Fred Bartholomew 
Micaael O'Shea 
tienevieve Torn 
HAKTFORD 
State (1) 21-23 
Connee Boswell 
Joe Besser 
Al Trace (rc 
R & M Carnevale 
HOLYOKE ’ 
Valley Arena (1) 23 
Basie Or 
Jim Wong Troupe 
(three to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Tower (1) 21 
The Miamians 
3 Pretenders 
Al Ruskin 
M 


MIAMI 

Olympia (P) 19 
G & G Armstrong 
Wally Boag 
R & E Reyes 
Cookie Bowers 
Jan Bart i 

MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (R) 20 
Vaughn Monroe Or 
Betty Norton 
Moon Maids 
Tohnny Mack 
Frankie Fontaine 
NEW BEDI ORD. 
Baliss Sq (1) 2-2 
Perry & Wray 
Faye & Andre 
Danny Shaw. 
Lock & Verdie 

a March 2 
Jean, \TERSON s 
Majestic (1) 20-23 
A & B Richards 
Frank Cook 
Nichols & lenny 
Coley worth. " 

‘arle & 08 
B Carley 36 


Castor, & Dell 
Nally Dean 
i “Royce & Helen 
Al Schoen’ re 
en B & Shorti 
A HILADELPHIS 
Carman (1) 20 
B Wélls & 4 Favs 
rommy Hanlon Jr 
3 baie bag ott ros 
¥ St Claires 
rhe arie cw) 21 
Gene Krupa Orc 
Sondra Barrett 
Canfield Smith 
READING 
Rajah (1) 26-22 
Johnny Long Orc 
Walter Walters Jr 
Pon Cummings 
4 Barreits 
‘ ne ROCKE ORD 
Palace (1) 21 
Leon Navarro 
Ken Harvey 
Boogie & Woogie 
Dainty Marie 
Gana = dr * 
tobbie Lee € 
BRN ¥FR ANC ISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 1° 
Don & Beverly 
Smiley Burnett 
Sybil Bowen 
B Gavins Octette 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (I) 26-23 
Adams & Vaughn 
Lesellis Marionettes 
Four Morrocans 
Steve Evans 
Frank & Janis 
Chester Dolphin Co 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 20 
Hob Hill 
Bo Shlis j 
Terry & Ralph Rio 
Low Hite & Stanicy 
Howard (1) 21 
Sarl Hines & Orc 
Son & Sonny 
Ford & Harris 
Janet Sayre 
VOONSOCKET 
New Par 8 




















Albee (R) 20 Perry & Wray 
qNenn Miller Or- lee Davis 
Tex Beneke S Carson & Cactus 
Fielene & Howard Jean March 
Artie Dann (one to fill) 
Cabaret Bill 
NEW YORK CITY 
Blue Angel Chic Gladke 
John Buckmaster Chai & Somay 
Phil Gordon Copacabana 
x lhis Larkin 3 Tony Martin 
Joan Nichols Rase & Naldi 
Stuart: Koss Steen & Tasher 
tate Suectets | 


(Dowatona) 
Oliveite Miller 
Connie Sawyer 
Clift Jackson 
Josh White 
3 C Heard Ore 

Cate Sorctety 

(Uptown) 
Lucieune Boyer 
Dave Martin 3 
Edmund Hall Ore 

Carnival 
Olsen & Johnson 
Beatrice Kay 
Salici Puppets 
C & T Valdez 
Blackburn Twins 
Michael Edwards 
McManus Orc 
Reid Ore 

China Doli 
Keye Luke 
John Tio 
Moo Song 
Fran Yang 
Jadine: Li 
Tai Sings 

#:nbassy 
Charics Trenet 
Jose Mellis Ore 
Ralph Font Or 

feela 
Milt Britton Unit 

La Martinique 
Gene Baylos 
Bret Morrison 
Joan Barton 
Ernie Stuart Ore 

tatin Ouurtes 
A tee Simpkins 
Jack Cole Ders 
Francis & Grey 
Bedell & Matson 
Hal Raywin 
Cecil Lewin 


Sun 


Michael Dursu Ure 
Fernando Alverez O 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Siri 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Nenald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissie Ore 
Syd Stranee Ore 
KI Chico 
{‘ox:ita Rios 
Miguel & Albaicin 
Alice Farrar 
Bob Turk 
Hotel VPennsyltyvani: 
Frankie Carle Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Maurice & Maryea 
Modernaires 
Chas Reader Ors 
Cass Harrison Ore 
Hotel Plazas 
Hildegarde 
Hal Isanner Ore 
Monte Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Tito Guizar 
FF & E Barry 
fmil Coleman Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Little Club 
Doris Day 
Cass Harrison 3 
Rogers Corner 
Don Baker 
4 Esauires 





Joe Sater Trio 


Lawrence Welk Or | 





leon & Kiddies Rie Cabana 





Gus Van NTG Revue 

Sonny King Billy Vine 

The Amorys Machito Ore 

Joe Cook Jr Jose Curbello 

Narda Ruban Blev 

S Graham Sis Anne Lewis 

Phsliss Arnold Day, Dawn & Dusk 

Will's Wonders Kirby Walker 

Shepard Chorus Marais & Miranda 

Art Waner Ore | Sally Chapman 

Monte Carlo | Cedric Wallace 3 

Dick Gasparre O | Wally Blacker 

Roberts } Versaities 

Ma Chie | Bernard Bros 
Olé Bomuntan Rob Grant Ore 

bn ‘ oi llips Panchito Ore 

Sud.e tunks Village Vaneunrd 

Nina Dover Maxine Sullivan 

Joe ta Porte Ore Pete Seeger 

G'wich Village tno | 3 Flames 

Sally Rand Show Don rye 

Trojans Vanity Fair 

lou Ashe Gertrude Niesen 

Chavez Ore Jan Murray 

Ned Harvey Ore Nelle #isher 
Havana-Madrid Gioria Gilbert 

Aurora-Roche Boyd Raeburn 


Carlyle Ders Ginnie Powell 
Luis Del Campo Wivet 
Carlos Varela Ore Hob Lee 
Belmont-Plaza Fay Carole 
Kay Vernon Stuart “Langley 
Bob Hopkins Peggy Palmer 
Pierre & Boland D’ Quincey & Giv'n: 
Eddie Stone Ore - Zanzibar 
Nino Bd Mills Bros 
Hotel Biltmore Ida James 


Carmen Cavallaro 


Howell & Bowser 
. s * a lis 
Hotel Commoiore Bad H 


Pac i€ Harward «n 
Dickens Ore 


Jack Edward Orc D 

Hetel New Yorker Zimmerman’s 
Chuck Foster Orc Gene Kardos 
Marion Spelman Janezi Makula 
June’ Arnold Zsiga Bela 
Rissell & PFarlev Pau! Arnold 
Alomas Hawailans Sinclair & Alda 


Helen Wenzel 
Oe Orlova 


The Chanteurs 
Farry Bros Ore 


CHICAGO 


Bickhawk 





H Edgewater Beach 


Russ Carlyle Ore Sicphen Kise, Orin 
Joey Bishop Make iy ph A 3) 
"Pees » Harbers & dale 

> Fare < . soa | Song Stylists (4) 
a Fox 6 Dorothy Hild Deers 
cath aoa agen Preston Lambert 
pee , Storch Betty Gray 

od et A Hotel Sherman 
Gay Claridge Ore Mant be oe 
Adorables (12) vl . : 

Colosimo’s Derothy Lewis 

toey Fave Ice Revue 

pa Fr ld i+d Weems Ure 
Milt Moss Hotel Stevens 

1 ine Ret sen Don McCrane Ore 
pier Ru! “ag The Craddocks (2) 

Or? ‘ \ 

; > Dennis Welly 

ome Bag Frankson 

<P anan fas Boulevar-Deats 

i n 
seer eit: ” Latin Quarter 


Ted 
Geraldine Du 
Paul White 


P is Or 
Virginia McGraw Lewis < 
Jimmie Bufrell 

Pancho Ore 


Ds Elroy Peace 
Arnie Barnett. Corwin Sis 
Copa Cover Girls Sol Klein Ore 
Phil Foster Ske Riders (4) 


Hotel Bismarck Palmer House 


Joseph Sudy Ore Griff Williams Ore 
Georgie Gobles Dorothy: Shay 

The Martinis M Ambassadors 
Lenore Abbott D’ncers (12) 


Rio Cabana 
Dinning Sis 
Irwin Corey 
Bob Lee 
Copsey & Avers 
Don Bradfield 
The lovelies (6) 
Cee Davidson ‘¢ 

Vine Gardens 
Al Zimmy 
Georgie Moore 
Toa Kish Ore 
Mel Cole Ore 


Norma Warner 
. & G Cansino 
Eddie Fens Ore 
Hotel Blackstone 
Morton Downey 
Ramos Orch 
Hotel Congress 
Joe Vera Orc 
Sam Bari 
Hotel Continental 
Za Bach’s Ore 
Maftianne Fedele 
Sheldon Reed 














Loot Loss 


Continued rrom page 1 











isn’t too 
around, 
Just what the situation may be in 


much playing money 


as Palm Springs is 
guesswork. Officially, of course, 
there is no gambling in California 
and the only way you can figure the 
reduction in the take is to count the 
crying towels in the alleys back of 
the unofficial joints 
Las Vegas Lament 

Up in. Las Vegas, 
Nevada where gambling is a legal 
enterprise and licensed by the state, 


in trade, though most of them deny 
that it is in any way permanent or 
serious. It’s fact, though (discern- 


through the desert village) that the 
nite spots on the outskirts are any- 
thing but crowded. 
have folded in the past few months 
and still others are keeping the neon 
light in the window more in hope 
than in expectation. 


The Flamingo, latest and most 
elaborate and costly of the try-and- 
get-it cgsinos, is réported operating 
at a weekly loss, Place is understood 
to have been in the red ever since it 
opened last New Year’s and the 
chances of getting back the heavy 
nut seem problematical at the mo- 
ment. : 


This one was started with Holly- 
wood dough definitely in mind. It 
| was designed as a huge resort hotel, 


thing but the lushest carriage trade. 
So far, only the gaming casino is 
finished and in operation and that, 
what with the scarcity of labor, 
building materials and such was 
completed at an exorbitant cost. 


a character who came some years 





Hollywood proper and in such places | 
more or less | 


which is in | 


the boys admit a definite falling off | 


ible to anyone who wants to wander | 


Some of them | 


with prices scaled to exclude every- | 


Project is headed by Benny Siegel, | 


| and who has since been doing the 
; vest he can, which is generally very 
good. Strong play is being. made 
for the Hollywood contingent in 
| Flamingo bally, swankiness of the 
| setup, the 75-minute plane time from 
| from Hollywood, and the high qual- 
j ity of entertainment being stressed. 
Old Spots Feel Pinch 
| The Last Frontier ‘and Rancho 
Vegas, old established resorts, are 
keeping pretty much the business 
they've always had, being favorite 
weekend spots for Hollywood and 
Southern California pleasure-seek- 
ers generally. Gambling take in 
these spots, though, is understood to 
have fallen off in the past month. 
Most of the attractions set up in 
downtown Las Vegas are still enjoy- 
ing a fair business, with the Golden 
Nugget, the Boulder Club and the 
Fr&tier Club getting the big play. 
One thing about these spots is that 
a squirrel can take a whirl in them 








for small dough or large, and he | 
| doesn’t need to feel diffident about 


making a nickel bet. In fact, even 
the chain stores and drugstores have 
slot machines right besides the cash 
register to accommodate change from 
a dollar, four bits, or even a quarter. 

And there’s one emporium 
equipped with one-armed bandits 
that reach for pennies. 





Kalcheim-Cartier Split 

Agency partnership between Jack 
Kalcheim and. Del Cartier has been 
dissolved, with all accounts being 
taken over by Kalcheim. 


MARRIAGES 
Jacquelyn Richardson to Albert 
A. Band, Palm Springs, March 17. 





prise. 
Helen Louise Blanton to Seymour 
J. Fisher, Los Angeles, March 16. 


Groom is a theatre broker. 
Charlotte Everstine to 
Woodruff, Pittsburgh, 
Groom's a WCAE announcer. 
Celene Hostetter to Edward Si- 
mon, Pittsburgh, March 15. Bride’s 
on WB exchange staff. 
| Geraldine Cohen to Jerry Velden- 
zer, Pittsburgh, March 16. Groom’s 
former owner of theatre supfly 
house. 


March 15, Las Vegas. Both are film 
players. 

Bea Allen to Clarence Johansson. 
Hollywood, March 16. Bride is screen 
actress. 

Peggy. Ryan to Jimmy Cross, Bur- 
bank, Cal.,- March 17. 
groom are screen players. 

Fifi D’Orsay to Peter 
Hollywood, March 16. 
players. 

Evelyn Bingley to Paul W. Moren- 
cy, v.p. of Travelers Broadcasting 
Co. and general manager of WTIC, 
at Oak Park, IiL, Feb. 27. 

Beverly Showalter to Fred Var- 

nau, Cincinnati, recently. Bride and 
groom are in. bookkeeping dept. of 
| Frederic W. Ziv, transcription com- 
pany. 
. Gwen Davies, radio actress on 
| “Let's Pretend” and “Aunt Jenny,” 
|to Lawrence Greenhaus, ex-Navy 
Lieutenant, in N. Y., March 30. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Johnston. son. 
| Houston, Texas, March 16. Father is 
|pub director of Interstate Theatres, 
| Houston, 
| Mr. and Mrs. Nat Weinreb, son. 
| March 14, New York City. Father is 
| staff story analyst at 20 Century-Fox. 
Mr. and. Mrs. Edwin McDonald. 
son, Los Angeles, March 8. Father 
is a casting director. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Errol Flynn, daugh- 


LaRicos, 
Both screen 








_ter, Burbank, Calif. March 12. 
'Father is screen star. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Goodman. 
daughter, New York, March 14. 


| Mother is Arlene Wolf, AP feature 

| writer; father is legit press agent, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo Montalban. 

| son, Los Angeles, March 13. Father 
is a screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacques Leslie, son. 
Hollywood, March 13. Mother is a 
| radio writer; father a film execu- 
| tive. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Saul Perliman. 
|daughter, Pittsburgh, 
|Father’s a Monogram salesman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Ketterer. 
| daughter, Pittsburgh, March 8. 
|Fether’s on WWSW staff. 
| Mr. and Mrs. David Tytherleigh, 
daughter, Los Angeles, March 14. 
| Father is Hollywood district man- 
ager for ASCAP. 


|New York, recently. Father is as- 
_ sistant to president of CBS. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Knapp, son 
New York, March 15. Father is 
WMCA newscaster. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick M. Pack- 
ard, Hollywood, March 17. Mother 
Js daughter of J. Arthur Rank: father 


back from New York to Hollywood | is film producer, 


Groom is a screen writer at Enter- | 


Frank | 
March 16. | 








OBITUARIES 


LORD TYRRELL 


William George Tyrrell, 80, First 
Baron of Avon, former diplomat and 
until his death president of the Brit- 
ish Board of Film Censors died 
March 14 in London. 

Until his retirement from the dip- 
lomatic service in 1934, Lord Tyrrel! 


was known as one of the chief ad- | 


vocates of Franco-British coopera- 
tion, and at the time of his retire- 
ment was Ambassador to France. In 
the years preceding the first World 
War, Lord Tyrrell was secretary to 
Sir Edward Grey, Foreign Affairs 
secretary, and was instrumental in 
building the Entente Cordial and 
the Anglo-French-Russian alliance. 

After preparing Britain’s brief at 
the 1919 peace conference, he came 


to the U. S. on a special mission and | 


in 1925 was appointed Under-Secre- 


With fond 
memories 
of 


ilton J. 
Schmidt 


from his 


Chicago Friends 





tary of Foreign Affairs. Shortly 
thereafter he was appointed to the 


| Paris post and in 1929 was created 


Barbara Farrell to Robert Lowery. | 


| ever, a conservative in the matter of | 


| 


| 


land vaudeville 





March _2. | 


| 


Baron. 
Lord Tyrrell regarded films as a 
powerful medium for mass educa- 


tion and a means to better interna- | 


tional understanding. He was,- how- 


controversial subjects in films, hav- 
ing warned against their introduc- 


Bride and ‘tion into world’s theatres. 


WILLIAM BORIS 

Boris, 32, former circus 
performer, died in 
Youngstown, Ohio, March 16. He 
also had appeared in medicine 
shows, concerts, and with dramatic 
and minstrel companies. 

Performing under name of Bert 
Durand, Boris appeared in “Uncle 
Tom's Cabin,” and was well known 
on the Mississippi showboat circuit. 
He was also a composer and poet. 

Survived by sister and brother. 

JOSEPH KELLER 

Joseph Keller, president and busi- 

ness agent of local 140 of the Ameri- 


William 


can Federation of Musicians died | 


March 15 following a fall 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., home. 

Keller was a veteran of World 
War I, and a member of the 109th 
Field Artillery band, the Wilkes- 
Barre symphony orchestra, and the 
American Legion band Post 132. He 
was also deputy sheriff of Luzerne 
County for two terms. 


in his 


BERNARD HIRSH 

Bernard Hirsh, 48, acting president 
of the Hirsh Amus. Co. and active in 
Philadelphia’s motion picture indus- 
try for the past 35 years, died March 
14 in that city. 

A native of Philadelphia, he at 
one time managed a chain of 23 the- 
atres in Arizona. He was also asso- 
ciated with his brothers in a com- 
pany which included operation of the 
Century and Fairmount theatres, 

EMMA LOUISE DUNN 

Emma Louise Dunn, 80, editor of 
Eastern Law Books, publishers, who. 
in spite of her years, had been daily 
at her office until the day before 





| her death, died in Toronto March 22. 


} 


Survived by a son, Murison Dunn, 
USO company manager in Germany 
and the Middle East, now manager 


| of the California Children’s Theatre, 
| Los Angeles; and Alice and Violet 


' 


Mr. and Mrs. Nat, Halperin, son.| Dunn, N. Y. radio actresses. 


GEORGE ATKINSON 
George Atkinson, 65, owner- 
manager of the Queen City Amuse- 
ment Co., and well-known carnival 
figure at fall fairs in the U. S. and 


Canada, died March 15, in Toronto. | 


Born in England, he came _ to 
TBronto 40 years ago to establish his 
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shows and games which were 8 fea 


ture of the midway at the Canaa; 
National Exhibition. Survived 2 
his. widow. y 





SOL SOLMAN 
Sol Solman, 75, president of 
Sunnyside Amusement Co,, largest 
outdoor amusement park in Canada 
and located in Toronto, died there 





March 15, 
Born in Detroit, he opened the 
park 26 years ago and was later 


joined in its management by two 
sons, Herbert and Roy, who Survive. 
HOWARD WYNDHAM 

Howard Wyndham, 82, owner of 
three London theatres, died March 
16 in London. 

Wyndham was associated with his 
father in the management of the 
Criterion, Wyndham and New Thea. 
tres in London. Prior to that he had 
been in fhe U. S. as a farm and 
ranch owner and cattle dealer jn 
Wyoming and Texas. 


HARRY LAKE 

Harry Lake, 62, former screen ac. 
tor, died in Chicago on March 4. 

He had been in silents, appearing 
| with Bessie Barriscale in “Girl of 
| the Golden West,” and played in film 
version of “Mrs. Wiggs of the Cab- 
bage. Patch.” 

Survived by widow and son. 


JOSEPH WALSH 

Joseph Walsh, 62, died at Will 
| Rogers hospital, Saranac Lake, N.Y, 
| March 15, after a short illness, He 
| Was owner and manager of the New- 
| ington theatre, Newington, Conn, 

Walsh was admitted to the Rogers 
hospital last November following a 
serious breakdown. 


JEAN R. BLOCH 

Jean Richard Bloch, 63, playwright, 
| died in Paris, March 16. Bloch was 
co-founder of the evening daily Ce 
Soir. He also wrote several novels 
and authored the legiter, “Toulon.” 

Survived by widow, son and two 
daughters, 


SI SEAMAN 

Si Seaman, 49, who worked on 
outdoor advertising for Ringling, 
Barnum & Bailey for many years, 
died in New York, March 10. He 
was the brother of Primrose and 
Maxine Seaman, former vaude and 
burlesque performers. 

Survived by widow 
children. 


and three 





NERINO BIANCHI 
Nerino Bianchi, 50, musician died 
in San Antonio recently. 
He was a former cello player with 
the San Antonio Symphony Orches- 













IN LOVING MEMORY 
of a Devoted Husband 
Who Passed Away March 19, 1943 


EDDIE MILNE 


The flowers | place in memory of you 
May wither and decay 
But Love for you deep in my hear! 
Will never fade away. 


Sadly Missed by Your Wife 
MONA MILNE 















tra and was a member of the music 
faculty of the University of Texas. 
WILLIAM E. WING | 

William E. Wing, 77, retired 
scenario writer and newspaper man, 
died March 10 in Los Angeles. 

In the early days of Hollywood he 
wrote several screenplays for D. W. 
Griffith. 

Mother, 68, of Agnes de Mille, 
|dancer and choreographer, died in 
New York, March 17. In 1903, she 
|was married to William C. De Mille, 
(playwright and motion picture pro 
'ducer. They were divorced in 1927. 
|Survived by two daughters. 








Mother of Jules Drob, saxman 
with Luke Riley’s house orch at 
Casino theatre, Pittsburgh, died 1 
that city last week. 
| Father, 59, of Herman Levin, ¢° 
| producer of “Call Me Mister” cie¢ 
March 14. Survived by son, widow 
and daughter, 


| 9 
| Robert C. Meltheran, 55, for 25 
years with Universal exchange 


Dallas, died in a Wichita Falls, Te*~ 
hospital on March 13. 





Milton Truschel, 62, set director " 
| Metro for 14 years, died March 14 10 
' Culver City. 
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VARIETY 





Hylton and Chamns-Elysees Ballet 


May Sue Todd for Contract Breach 


: Michael Todd's contemplated Bal- 


Jet des Champs-Elysees season has 
gone haywire, and producer is re- 

rted facing prospective suit from 
Jack Hylton, British impresario, and 
the ballet company, with their 
respective attorneys, Wilzin & Hal- 
n and Coudert Bros., now re- 


eri 
p the necessary 


ported drawing up 
papers. 

It's claimed that Todd contracted 
with Hylton for the services of the 
Freneh troupe for six weeks at a 
$10,000- weekly guarantee. Troupe 
was to open in Bostén March 10, ap- 
pear in Philadelphia March 17, and 
in New York March 20. Todd can- 
celled the Boston booking when it 
appeared that Lent and general bal- 
jet indifference would mean a poor 
season. He's reported to have ad- 
vanced the company $2,000 for ex- 
penses on which payment was orig- 
jinally stopped; to have tried cut 
guarantee down to two wecks in- 
stead of six, after okaying a $5,000 
indemnity fee; and now to be trying 
to eliminate himself entirely from 
the deal. 

Todd office denies any contract 
maintaining negotiations were _ in- 
formal and verbal, and sté@tes deal 
fell through because parties couldn't 
agree on terms. Also denies any 
meney payments. 


Meantime six of the French group 
are already in the U. S., the com- 
panys owner Roger Eude having 
arrived by boat, five others ‘two 
principal dancers, the music direc- 
tor, pressagent and artistic director 
Boris Kochno) flying in from Paris. 
Balance of company of 38 is still in 
France, although costumes = and 
scenery for all the repertoire have 
already arrived by boat in the U. S. 
It's estimated that from $10,000 to 
$12,000 in expenses has already been 
incurred by the company here. 

Its reperted, too, that when the 
Boston booking was cancelled, com- 
pany asked to be released of its 
contract, Todd refusing then, feeling 
he could still have a N. Y. season. 
Hylton claims he could have played 
the company in London instead of 
here, while company also claims it 
lost a season in Paris as well as an 
extensien of its recent Lisbon en- 
gagement which was offered it. 

Latest development has company 
endeavoring to salvage its season, 
for prestige reasons—and with the 
French Govt.'s quasi-official ble<s- 
ing—with a fortnight’s engagement 
at the Metropolitan Opera House. 
N. Y. House is pledged for ballet 
purposes solely to Sol Hur@®: whose 
Original Ballet Russe plays a spring 


run there starting tomorrow (20) to | 
the 29th. Hurok is being sought to. 


permit a Champs-Elysees booking 
there early in April. 

French troupe has never appeared 
in the U. S., and although a private 
Company, was to appear here under 
Semi-official auspices, the French 
government having advanced $32,- 
000 needed for transportation here 
ma back. (Coudert Bros. is also the 

rench g0vt.’s attorneys in N. Y.). 
rospective New York engagement 
a" further questions of financ- 
eral ry troupe has no “name” dan- 
meng familiar to U. S. audiences to 

€ draws; and N. Y. has had a lot of 


is 


prog this season with Ballet Russe 
Gidion a: Carlo now at the City 
this — Ballet Russe due 
due in oe and the Ballet Theatre 
edly wil as Hurok undoubt- 
for per ant some remunerafion 


mission t 
Hylton and his ae the Met, and 


Lesser fee] the 
in the booking. 


Hearings on 1006 NCAC 
Chi Suit Finally Roll 


, Chicago, March 18. 
none on suit by Bill Peck. 
oncen  t ,2eent, against National 
me and Artists Corp. for $100,- 
Mister begun last week before 
to who in Chancery James Leaton 
Cireyj m the case was referred by 
it Judge Prystaiski after de- 


lays ; : 
_— << “pproximately two and a 
# f vears 


S. agent Arthur 
y are entitled to fees 





Sy} _ 

gr yj originally filed on the 
ad mihi NCAC broke its con- 
eB tn Peck and failed to pay 
rpc due him onsale of Jehn 
and th and Jane Green to Metro 
Biterd, Dinning Sisters to Cznitel 
de) 2 Case had previously been 

‘dyed about 15 times. 


,’ 
. 


One-Hit Producer 


Not only “Finian’s Rainbow,” 
but its producer, packs a punch, 





At last Wednesday's (12) pre- 
miere of “The Chocolate Sol- 
dier” at the Century, N. Y,, 


Lee Sabinson was walking down 
the aisle after the first inter- 
mission to his seat. Because he 


didn't move fast enough, a 
much taller gent in back made 
a derogatory ractal remark. 
Whereupon short, chunky Sa- 
binson wheeled and punched 
him Kelcey Allen, vet drama 
critic, who was nearby, joined 
in verbally to criticize the. re- 
mark And oddly enough, at 
the end of the act, the chap 
who got punched apologized. 


Now Sabinson’s pals are call- 
ing him “Socker.” He's co-pro- 
ducer. on “Finian” with William 
R. Katzell. 








Barton ‘Iceman’ 


Deal Gets Better 


James Barton 
more from the 
than was indicated 
O'Neill's “The Iceman Cometh” 
started on tour from Broadway 
| over the weekend without him. Sal- 
ary will be $1,250 weekly although 
he got $1,000 during the five months’ 
engagement at the Beck, N. Y. 

Boost explained by the fact 
that the other “Iceman” players will 
get two-eighths more for playing 
two matinees and it was agreed that 


will collect 
Theatre 
when 


even 
Guild 
Eugene 


is 


Barton receive a similar percentage | 


of increase although he’s laying off. 

It's the first time for an actor 
with a run-of-the-play contract to 
get more eoin than signatured for 
but it’s not unusual for players to 


get increases when going to the 
road. Barton’s case is unusual be- 
cause the management sought to 


refused to 
which is 


change his part but he 
enact another character, 
his contractual privilege. 
Author insisted that Barton’s part 
be assigned another actor, a strange 
demand in light of the length of 
time the actor handled it. Barton 
will be paid every week “Iceman” 
plays this season and during 1947-48. 
Advance sale in Baltimore where 
“Iceman” opened Monday (17) was 
good, amounting to approximately 
$14,000 up to late last week. Most 
of the tickets sold in advance were 
for night performances, matinees 
being light. That was not surpris- 
ing since the drama is localed in a 
cheap, waterfront saloon and never 
figured to have a feminine draw. 


GAYNOR REVUE TO CLOSE 
PITT, OPEN MASS. SKEDS 


Pittsburgh, March 18. 





Original 


Charles Gaynor, Which will close 


director Fred Burleigh’s Playhouse | 


season here, has been set to launch 
summer schedule this year of Bur- 
leigh’s South Shore Players, Cohas- 
set, Mass. Show opens here May 
for four weeks and will have its 
strawhat debut June 30. 

Playhouse revue was a wartime 
casualty due to Gaynor’s having 
been in the service. He came out a 
captain in the Signal Corps last year 
after overseas service. This is the 
fourth show he has turned our for 
local community theatre. 

While in London during’ war, 
Gaynor made the acquaintance of 
Hermione Gingold and _ several 
sketches and numbers he had writ- 
ten for past Playhouse productions 
were inserted by British musical 
comedy star in her London produc- 
tion. “Sweeter and Lower.” Miss 
Gingold also plans to use at least a 
couple of Gaynor’s bits when she 
comes to Broadway next season un- 
der Theatre Guild auspices. 

Basso-Kober’s Play 

Kermit Bloomgarden may _ pro- 
duce “Friends and Fellow Citizens’ 
by Hamilton Basso and Arthur 
Kober. Latter is now east to set a 
legit production deal for the play. 

Lillian Hellman. former Mrs. 
Kober. whose “Another Part of the 
Forest.” is a current Bloomgarden 
hit. has already read the script and 
;recommended it to her producer. 


revue being written by | 


LEGITIMATE 51 





‘Moon’ Biz Causes Show’s 
Continuance; O’Neill In 
About-Face on Revisions 


| Eugene O'Neill's “A Moon for the 


—| Misbegotten,” now in its second week 


}at the Cass, Detroit, is scheduled to 
close March 29 in St. Louis, where it 
moves next week. Early Detroit re- 
ports that “Moon” had been forced 
off by cops because of objectionable 
lines proved to be incorrect yet the 
script was slashed pronto. Theatre 


Guild, which presents the drama, 
was in doubt about further road ap- 
pearances but with goodly business 
registered it was decided to com- 


plete the Detroit and St. Louis book- 


} Even before 
definitely not 
until next 
trouble was not anticipated 


who 


“Moon” 
scheduled 


opened it was 
for Broad- 
Censor 
O'Neill 
refused to cut 
or make deletions in his “The 
man Cometh” during its Broadway 
engagement, was evidently forced to 
|accede to the “Moon” cuts, to pre- 
vent shuttering by the Detroit police. 
Drama received a_ terrific press 
drubbing in Pittsburgh from 
civic bodies because of “Moon's” pro- 
fanity, but the city authorities were 
; inert, 


was season 


had consistently 


also 


‘Moon’ Takes Changes 
Detroit, March 
Changes in the O'Neill 
volved changing the word “bastard” 
to “louse,” elimination of reference 
to a girl as “a pig of a woman,” and 
changing the word “whore” to “tart.” 
Detroit censor ruled these changes 
met his objections to profanity and 
‘disrespect for motherhood. The above 
words were changed in several lines. 
Reactior to the publicity is now 
depressing business. Those who like 
bold lines are unhappy and the 
goodies still find the play objection- 
able, with likelihood that second 
week business will fall far short of 
the first week. 


Lotsa Parties 
Push Brigadoon 
Smash Status 


After the 
press accorded “Brigadoon,” 
ducer Cheryl Crawford could have 
booked an unlimited number of the- 
atre parties at the Ziegfeld, N. Y.. 
but she shut down on making further 
ticket package deals. All the 31 
| parties were arranced for prior to 
{the Scotch musical’s Broadway 
| premiere and all are said to be at 
the full boxoffice price, except that 
_for a paid preview, night before the 
| opening, which was held last Thurs- 
day (13). 

Parties extend until May 20 and 
are dated for every evening but 
Saturday on some weeks. Result is 
there’s terrific pressure at the box- 
office and the agencies for tickets 
| which aren't available. There are 
supposed to be 3l-different charity, 
civic and church organizations that 

(Continued on page 55) 


Great Cast Can’t Carry 
‘Greatest’; Folds in Chi 


Chicago, March 18. 
English-Indian clash play, “The 
Greatest of These.” by Max Wylie, 
folded here Saturday (15) after two 
weeks at the Selwyn following a 
breakin two weeks in Detroit. All- 
star cast only got one rave review. 


18, 


play in- 





unanimously favorable 


pro- 





by the toughest critic in town, 
Claudia Cassidy, of the Tribune 
The rest, with minor exception, 
turned thumbs down on play, due 
to long-winded lines. Cast was 
heavy with names, carrying Marvy 
Boland, Sam Jaffe, Bramwell 


Fletcher and Gene Raymond. Ray- 
mond had already given notice, say- 
ing that play had been rewritten 
and was no longer suitable for his 
, talents. 
| Vehicle was directed by Eddie 
| Dowling, and was his third venture 
in Chicago since success with “Glass 
Menagerie.” Dowling was also set 
to take over Raymond's. part if the 
play opened on Broadway This was 
also the third venture In theatrical 
field for Ed Luckenbach. young the- 
atrical angel and_ shipping mil- 
lionaire 

Wvlie will do a rewrite job and 
play is expected to open in June on 


awaits 
| Broadway if a theatre is available. 


‘Actors Prove They're Gentlemen In 
~ Releasing Ill-Starred ART on Terms 


Ice- | 





, 
vv 


Hooch Hunch 


Among the numerous” invest- 
ors in the musical “Brigadoon,” 
which was acclaimed when apen- 
ing on Broadway last week, is 
Bea Lawrence. She may have 
had a hunch in buying an inter- 
est after learning that the play’s 
local is Scotland 

Her husband head 
Haig & Haig whiskey 
ers in New York 


of the 
import- 


is 


foi 
To Vie in London 


Springtime in London will see two 
major Broadway musicals in “Okla- 
homa!” and “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
both of which are due during May 
Instance of a brace of top American 
tuners opening in the West End 





| about the same time is unprecedent- 


ed for more, where- 
as the importation of a British mu- 
sical is almost as rare. That “Okla- 
homa!” and “Annie” will be heavy 
opposition to each other is not antici- 
pated, because the English metropo- 
lis and New York are comparable in 
population, and there are 30 houses 
lighted there with legit currently, 
exactly the same as Broadway. 
However both shows were au- 
thored by Dick Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2d, so. they will oppose 
themselves in a sense. That is true 
on Broadway now, the musicals run- 
ning in theatres directly across the 
street from each other. 
“Oklahoma!” will send virtually 
an entire cast overseas, but only two 
players will go te London for “An- 
nie’—Dolores Gray to play the name 
part, with William Johnson appear- 
ing opposite her. Louis Dreyfus will 
present the show, under a royalty 


a generation or 


| arrangement with Rodgers and Ham- 


istein, 2d. 


merstein. H. M. Tennent, Lid., will 
present “Oklahoma!” in asseciation 
with the Theatre Guild, the two 


firms being in on “The Importance 
of Being Earnest” (John Gielgud), 
now on Broadway, (John C. Wilson 
also being on the managerial end). 
Originally it was proposed to put 
the Lendon “Oklahoma!” on with 
Warren P. Munsell as partner of 
Dreyfus, but Prince Littler is now 
associated. 

BBC Broadcasts 
London, March 18. 

Oscar Hammerstein II and cast of 
“Oklahoma!” are due to arrive in 
London March 29. with show ex- 
pected to open in Manchester end 
of April, and four weeks later at 
Drury Lane, London. 

Meanwhile Prince Littler. owner 
of the English rights, has instructed 
the BBC not to brozdcast any “Ok- 
lahoma!” numbers. 


Rodgers, Hanmersteim 
Rule Varied B’ way Roosts 


Appointment of Oscar 
as head of the Authors 
League of America last we fives 
the author-manager team qf Redgers 
and Hammerstein unique status ip 
the legit field. Richard Rodgers is 
president of the Dramatists Guild, 
the legit affiliate of the League. 
Hammerstein will serve until the 
next election, filling in for Elmer 
Rice, who resigned because of ill- 
ness. 

It's understood that R. & H. 
sisted on certain provisions in the 
revised basie agreement with the 
League of New York Theatres that 
were opposed by several showmen 
who produce musicals. R. & H. 


Ne ‘Okla.’ 





Haminer- 


in- 


wrote “Oklahoma!” and “Carousel” 
and also produced “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” “Happy Birthday” and “John 
Loves Mary.” all on the current 
Broadway list. 

t ———— — 


Paper Mill Premiere 
Millburn, N. J.. March 18. 


“The Love Wagon,” new musical 
with book by Frank Carrington. 
lyrics by Antoinette Scudder and 


Agnes Morgan and music by Harriet 
Ware, will open new paper 
playhouse season here April] 7. 

Premiere will be first this 
Carrington-meanaged the-tre, which 
is devoted to revivals of Broadway 
hits Derothy Sandlin will be 
starred. 


at 


mill . 


Almost anything can happen to the 
unlucky American Repertory thea- 
tre and did to the outm that chese 
five of foreign 
despite its name—the only American 
drama being “Yellow Jack.” its werst 
flop. Unexpected financial aid was 
given the commercially incorporated 
ART, but last week when the rep 
actors signed releases for claims due 
them contractually, it 
revelation of well-wishing 
the project 

Under 
contracts 
the play for 


plays authership 


was another 


accerded 


actors’ 
ef 
if the sea- 
May . 
Alice 
ART 


the provisions of the 


which are for the run 
two seasons 
son does not continue through 
two weeks salary is payable 
in Wonderland,” sixth 

vival which opens April 5. may span 
the balance of the but net 
all those under contract are in that 
cast Those who the 
others, signatured the releases to the 
effect that they not wish the 
money that may be due them. Yet 
it’s indicated that the original casis 
are willing to appear for ART if it 
on tour m 


the re- 


season 


are, and 


do 


functions next season, or 
New York. 

Equity $19,000 on de- 
posit to guarantee salaries, the sum 
more than twe weeks 
pay which amounts to around $9,500, 
Fact that most of the rep acters 
made sacrifices by aceepting salaries 
less than they usually reeeive makes 
their cancellation of claims all the 
more surprising. Seme of the cein 
at Equity covers a special centract te 
June Duprez, who came from the 
Coast under a contract guarantee- 
ing her 20 weeks per seasen. 

ART can hardly hope te receup 
its red materially from “Alice” be- 
cause it owns but 30% of that show. 
The balance coutroHed by Rita 
Hassen, who raised the bankrell fer 
the production. Her name appears 
first in the “Alice” produetien 
credits, with ART taking the seeend 
line. 

Only four of the eight players 
originally starred by ART are in the 
play, they being Eva Le Gallienne, 
Richard Waring, Margaret Webster 
and Philip Bourneuf. Net appear- 
ing but under contract are Miss 
Duprez, Ernest Truex, Walter Hamp- 
den and Victor Jory. Also given 
star billing in “Alice” is Bambi Linn, 
young ballerina formerly in “Careu- 
sel,” under a special contract. There 
was a bit of discord from an actress 
junder ART contract whe thought 
i she should have been chosen for the 


has around 


representing 


is 


| “Alice” lead. 


Debacle of “Yellow Jack” was 
worse than first reported and busi- 
ness was so bad that takings en the 
second Saturday were stated te have 
been $180. Estimated gross of 
$7,000 for the first week shrank to 
puny figures for the final week of 
the two and one-half week engage- 
ment that was dated for twice that 
long. 


| When the releases were filed with 


Equity it was explained that the 
actors could not be forced to accept 
salary. Also stated that no such ce- 
operative spirit had ever been 
demonstrated similarly by actors in 


‘the history of the organization. 


ELT’S ‘AWAKE’ PROVES 
ODETS PLAY STILL B’WAY 


An Equity Library Theatre greup 


staged Clifford Odet’s “Awake and 
Sing!” last Tuesday (11), at the 
Hudson Park Library. and aptly 


demonstrated that the play. shaped 
in the depressed ‘30s. still packs a 
respectable punch. While certain of 
the colloquialisms and speech sle- 
gans which fringe the play shew 
their age, the core of this treatise on 
frustration in the Bronx burns as 
fiercely as ever with a telling effeet 
on the onlookers. Broadway might 
well reexamine it as fodder for re- 
vival. 
Its 
circuit 


portrayal on the bookworm 
surprisingly professional 
and mature. These performers are 
delivering an expert and compas- 
sionate interpretation which captures 
the Bronxian tang and celor and 
loses none of the overtones. While 
the acting level in no instance sinks 
below competence, outstanding mim- 


is 


ing is contributed by Nancy R. Pol- 
lock. as the scheming yet pitiable 
mother of the Berger family: Joe 


Bernard as the suecessful and insen- 
sate family relative, and Jee Silver, 
the World War I casualty who knows 
i the Wit. 


score. 
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Theatre, Inc., Gives 


1006 Fund & Donation Requests 


When “The Big People” is pro- 
duced by Theatre, Inc. next season 
it will be wholly financed by that 
non-profit outfit. It was announced 
that 50% of the backing would come 
from the outside, but Theatre, Inc. 
was advised by attorneys that such 
a setup might imperil its status so 
far as the Internal Revenue dept. is 
concerned. 

Its net is not taxable because those 
in the organization do not partici- 
pate in profits, but the non-tax status 


does not include tickets of admis- 
sion. Revised plans for Theatre, | 
Inc. now call for producing some 


new plays on its own or to present 
such attractions wholly backed by 
outside coin. 

That partly explains why “People 
was posiponed and why Theatre, Inc. 
applied for $5,000 grants from Equity 
and the American Theatre Wing, 
which were turned down. In Thea- 
tre, Inc.’s letter of appeal to the 
latter organizations, which similarly 
aided the American Repertory Thea- 
tre, it was set forth that, while $100,- 
000 was recently raised for its re- 
volving fund. Theatre, Inc. aims to 
get more than $300,000. 

Outfit’s revolving fund is so called 
because none of the money is ear- 
marked for any specific production. 
With that amount of capital sought, 
the idea of getting $10,000 from 
Equity and the Wing seems rather 
insignificant, however. 

‘Pygmalion’s’ Profit 

Beatrice Straight, president of The- 


atre, Inc., which has Richard Aldrich | 
as managing director, concedes that | 


“Pygmalion” on tour has shown a 
continual profit. She contends the 
size of the revolving fund would am- 
ply protect Theatre, Inc. from occa- 


sional unsuccessful attractions, also | 

* . . . . i 
to finance such subsidiary activities | 
as its playwrights’ seminar, actors’ | 


auditions and a prospective chil- 
dren’s theatre. 


Set forth that Theatre, Inc. is the 


only professional producing organi- | 


zation granted tax-exempt status by 
Washington, Old- Vic having similar 
classification in England. Stated that 


its casting department has auditioned | 


over 1,000 actors, many being un- 
known, but who obtained engage- 
ments. Theatre, Inc. hopes to estab- 
lish a repertory theatre, too, one 
which would present plays for eight 
to 10 weeks each. That is the plan 
which ART switched to after failing 
with a schedule of three or four 
plays weekly. 





Explanation Of 





a 
| 

Times Square Shuttle 

The ‘Broadway - to - opera 
bridge, linking legit to longhair, 
continues to narrow. The New 
York City Opera Co., opening 

spring season at the City 
| Center, N. Y., April 6, will 
| borrow Donald Richards, lead in 
the musical hit “Finian’s Rain- 
bow.” to sing the role of Silvio 
in “Pagliacci” Sunday matinee 
April 20. 

Also, on opening night, Vir- 
ginia Haskins, understudy in 
“Carousel,” will debut with the 
opera troupe, singing’ the role 
of Zerbinetta in “Ariadne auf 
Naxos.” 


! 
| 


| its 








a ° + 9 
Dublin May See ‘Finian’ In 

Coals-to-Newcastle Stint 

There's a possibility that “Finian’s 
Rainbow” will reach the stage in 
Dublin, with the Abbey Players 
making the presentation. If a re- 
puted deal is consummated it will 
be the first American musical com- 
edy to be done by Abbey. 

Rita Mooney, of the Irish group, 
who found Albert Sharpe for the 
N. Y. lead, has been trying to make 
the deal on long distance telephone. 
Louis Dreyfus has the London rights 
to “Rainbow.” 





Experimental 
Group May Go 





Equity Nixes Demand Of 
Coast ‘Lucasta’ Group For 


Extra Pay on 5 P.M. Show 


Colored cast of “Anna Lucasta” on 
the Coast had its own ideas about 


setting extra pay for playing late 
afternoon matinees but Equity clari- 
‘fied the matter in the management’s 
|favor. It was decided to start the 
| . . 

| Sunday matinee at the Biltmore, Los 


Angeles, at five o’clock, whereupon 


the uctors asked for an extra eighth | 


pay. 

Equity rules permit performances 
to start at any time after two o’clock 
and the “Lucasta” players were ad- 
vised that they could not claim ad- 
ditional pay because the curtain rose 
later in the afternoon. Actors fig- 
ured that because they didn’t have 
much time for dinner before the 
night performance, starting at nine, 
they should be compensated. Tak- 
ings Stnday (16) were $2,700 in the 
afternoon and $3,200 at night. 

The five o'clock start was sched- 
uled on the theory that better at- 
tendance would be drawn from 
patrons taking their leisure on the 
Sabbath. Some Broadway Sunday 
matinees start at three o'clock for 
the same reason. “The Iceman 
Cometh” matinees out of town will 
| start at two o’clock on account of 
| the play’s length. 


—_—— 


| ‘Anna’ to Do Switch in L.A. 
| Returning to Indie House 


“Anna Lucasta,” which finished a 
j;high grossing engagement at the 
Biltmore, Los Angeles, Tuesday (18), 
will return to that stand April 5, 


N.Y.Solons Pass 


when it will start an expected run 
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Thin Censor Bill 

The MacNeill-Mitchell bill as in- 
troduced in the N. Y. legislature last 
week is a much denuded measure 
from that planned for Broadway, 
principally because provisions de- 
signed to curb censorship were op- 
posed by the Catholic Welfare 
League. At least two prior bill 
forms stipulated that the license of 
a theatre could not be suspended or 
cancelled unless upon indecency con- 
viction by a jury trial. All that re- 
mains of the Mitchell measure is an 
amendment of the penal code that 
would exempt the owner or man- 
ager of a theatre from responsibility. 
Another censor bill drawn up by 
Senator Frank Moritt, Brooklyn, 
former vaude singer, is said to have 
been withdrawn. 

There were a number of confer- 
ences betwecn former Judge Ste- 
phen Jackson, representing the 
League, Civil Liberties people and 
others ‘interested in the proposed 
legislation. Jackson strongly op- 
posed the jury trial provision, ap- 
parently on the ground that any one 
of 12 jurors “might be reached.” Un- 


derstood that contention brought a, 


reply that it might be possible for a 
judge to be swayed by religious 
group influence. 

Despite definite provision it’s pos- 
sible for indecency cases to be 
heard before juries, although New 
York’s judicial system provides for 
some cases being heard by one or 
three judges and in some instances 


defendants are allowed to choose | 


which type of tribunal. 





Barn on Jean Dalrymple’s Dan- | 


bury, Conn., farm burned down 
Sunday (16), destroying a car, ter- 
race furniture, etc. Damage was set 
at $5,000. 


|at the Belasco. Latter is an inde- 
pendent house currently playing 
“Pygmalion” (Gertrude Lawrence), 
which attraction could not have 
played L. A. otherwise because of a 
booking jam. ' 

Both attractions ordinarily are 
routed through the United Booking 
Office, headed by Marcus Hyman, 
who operates the Biltmore. Hyman 
assented to the Belasco booking 
since the Biltmore would not be 
available for the length of time 
mapped out for “Anna.” A previous 
booking by a local group accounted 
for the colored-cast drama ending 
jat the Biltmore yesterday (Tues.). 
|Show will play California Valley 
| towns further before returning to 
L. A. ° 


‘Illness Takes B’way Toll 


Though Leads Are Back 


“Happy Birthday,” which 
pended the early half of last week, 
| resumed Thursday (13) at the Broad- 
| hurst, Helen Hayes having recovered 
from laryngitis. She appeared Sun- 
day (16) night when an extra per- 
| formance was given for the Actors 
Fund. Illnesses accounted for a 
number of players being absent in 


other Broadway performances which 
| were given with understudies, 
Nina Foch returned to 
Loves Mary” when that comedy 
moved from the Booth to the Music 
Box Monday (18). Ella Logan was 








for the second time but has reported 
| back, Kitty Kallen filled in. Hiram 
|Sherman is out of “Cyrano de Ber- 
gerac,” reputed to be ill, but back- 
stage differences are also reported. 
‘Jerri Blanchard, of “Burlesque,” is 
in St. Vincent’s hospital for an op- 
eration, Jeri Archer replacing. 


| 
sus- | 


“John | 


When 
N. Y., activities were originally an- 
| nounced, five plays were scheduled 


| tained on the basis of $3 per play. 
| Three plays have been presented, 
| the fourth is in rehearsal and the 
| fifth is slated to be chosen this week 
| ET will also decide on future pres- 

entations, it being possible that there 
| will be one or more done during 
| summer, probably in stock. 

There has been a revision of the 
| sponsorship setup and two manage- 
ments listed by the American Na- 
| tional Theatre and Academy, which 
operates ET, will not be participants. 
American Repertory Theatre which | 
was so credited says it failed to @is- | 
cover a worthwhile script, while the 
Playwrights Co. states that while it 
lent its name to ANTA, no assurance 
of making a presentation was given, 
nor does it make outside produc- 
tions. 

First ET play (“Wanhope Build- 
ing”) was sponsored by Theatre, 
Inc., the second (“O’Daniel”) by the 
Theatre Guild and the third by Jose 
Ferrer, it being “As We Forgive Our 
Debtors,” presented last week for 
the usual five performances (one 
Sunday night and the others on off- 
matinee. afternoons). “The Great | 
Campaign” in rehearsal, is dated for | 
March 30. 

It will be presented by T. Edward 
Hambleton who has had some man- 
agerial experience. ET is quartered 
at the Princess, a little theatre that 
has been leased for films starting 
May 1, and another spot must be 
found, if there are to be activities 
after that date. 


Kiepura, Eggerth Ink 
For Italy ‘La Boheme’ 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Columbia International signed Jan 
Kiepura and Marta Eggerth to co- 
star in a film version of “La 
Boheme,” to be produced by Gregor 
Rabinovitch in Rome late in spring. 

Puccini's opera will be mod- 
ernized by songs authored by an 
Italian composer, Bixio. 











Kiepura’s Concerts 
Jan Kiepura is set for a European 
concert tour this sprfhg by Jack 
Hylton International, Ltd., through 
Sander Gorlinsky, English firm's 
director now in New York. 
Opera-legit tenor will do 20 con- 
certs in England, France, Belgium, 
Holland and Scandinavia, starting 
| in May. 


























Markova-Dolin Troupe 


On Central America Trek 


The Markova-Dolin dance troupe 
will do an eight week tour of Cen- 
tral America starting next month, 
with bookings set by Columbia Con- 
certs. Troupe is booked in U. S. by 
Sol Hurok, who is allied to National 
Concert & Artists Corp., Columbia's 
rival, but arrangement is amicable, 
troupe still being under contract to 
Hurok for next season. 


| Troupe consists of about a dozen 
'dancers, starring Alicia Markova 
and Anton Dolin, and including 





out of “Finian’s Rainbow” last week | Rosella Hightower, Marjorie Tall- | 


'chief, Roszika Sabo and Geo. Skibine. 





| Benefit ball for wardrobe mis- 
i tresses is scheduled for Easter Mon- 
|day in the Piccadilly hotel, N. Y., 
| with local name performers making 
guest appearances. Latin 
orch will play for dancing. 








On Into Summer 


the Experimental theatre, | S 
i three times too much because the costs of producing have become in- 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


Brooks Atkinson devoted his Sunday (16) N. Y. Times column to eyj. 
dence refuting Maxwell Anderson’s recent charge in the same spot that 
critics control the destinies of plays. Under the heading “Not Guilty,” the 
reviewer was somewhat academic but submitted facts to prove his point, 
Saying “I,am not much impressed with the common assumption that critios 
make or break plays . . . favorable reviews do not send the public to plays 
they do not want to see.” Atkinson pointed out: “Despite the perceptibly 
negative response (by the critics) to ‘Present Laughter,’ Mr. (Noel) Cow. 
ard’s play ran 157 performances. All the critics saluted the revival of 
‘The Front Page’ ... but the public supported only 78 performances, , , , 
Four of the critics praised ‘The Story of Mary Surratt’... but the play 
had only eight performances. 

“The record of ‘Yellow Jack’ provides the most illuminating evidence 
that the critics do not control the destinies of the theatre. Eight of the 
nine critics (on dailies) wrote favorably ... about it... but it failed after 
21 performances. .. . There is one thing every critic knows to be true: he 
cannot make or break a play at the boxoffice. In my own case, this season 
the public has shown a most unflattering disposition to go its own way.” He 
thereupon pointed out that whereas he liked “Temper the Wind” and “No 
Exit,” both flopped. Also that he wasn’t so keen about “Lady Winder. 
mere’s Fan,” “Another Part of the Forest,” “The Fatal Weakness” and 
“John Loves Mary,” but “the public has had the lamentable taste to make 
hits of these plays.” 

Atkinson said: “What the theatre needs is not the suppression of opinion 
but a sharp and drastic deflation in the cost of tickets and a sharp and 
drastic improvement in the quality of plays.” He also contends that the 
fundamental trouble with the theatre is economic. Tickets cost “two or 
which is. . 


sanely high... largely due to the fact that real estate and 


| craft unions take too great a share of the income in proportion to the 
'and donations of $15 each were ob- | 


services they contribute . , 
to go to the theatre.” 


. the great bulk of the public ... cannot afford 





“Lute Song” has been flourishing in Chicago, where it returned after 
being forced out through prior bookings last fall, but the novelty drama 
is still way in the red, much of it being the original cost of production. 
Michael Myerberg, ‘who produced the novelty drama, is confident that 
“Lute” can be toured seasonally. s 

Backers are not so confident, nor did they agree with him when he sent 
the show to the Coast after the first Chi date, they did not participate in 
the expenditure required. Because of the long trip west, plus some criss- 
cross bookings, the tour went further into the red for around $45,000, all 
assumed by Myerberg. 





Coast company of “State of the Union” now playing Nixon in Pittsburgh 
will fold after its two-week pinchhitting job for parent troupe on Broad- 
way in May. Leads Conrad Nagel, Irene Hervey and Henry O'Neill plan to 
return to Hollywood immediately after. 

Third cast was organized last summer opened in west the tag end of 
July, and has been touring steadily ever since. Original company is ex- 
pected to last at least another season in New York so whatever road time 
remains will be picked up by the Chicago company headed by Neil Ham- 
ilton, Erin O’Brien-Moore and James Rennie. 





“Barefoot Boy With Cheek,” George Abbott’s new musical, drew enthu- 
Siastic notices in Boston, where it opened at the Colonial last week. Box- 
office business zoomed and ticket sale amounting to $10,000 in one day is 
claimed to be a record for the house. Show is an all-youth setup as to 
cast and authorship. “Cheek” was adapted by Max Shulman from his 
book of same name; score is by Sidney Lippman, and lyrics by Sylvia 
Dee, Shulman is the son-in-law of Lester Rees, Variety's correspondent at 
Minneapolis. 


“Cheek” will bow on Broadway at the Martin Beck April 3. 


Scalpers Sent to Hiding ATAM Huddles On 


By Philly Law; 2 States 
Copying City’s Edict Road Agent Sayso 
Question of whether a manager 


has the right to define how and when 








Philadelphia, March 18, 
Illegal ticket scalpers have been 
driven into hiding by special police 














Quarter | 


details assigned to enforce the city’s 
new anti-ticket scalping ordinance, 
according to Traffic Inspector Her- 
bert J. Kitchenman, in charge of 
foot patrolmen and detectives as- 
signed to theatres and sports arenas. 

Meanwhile, state legislation to bar 
ticket scalping has bee. introduced 
at Harrisburg, and the New Jersey 


assembly Tuesday (11) passed a bill 
paralleling Philadelphia’s or- 
dinance. Assemblyman Emmert R. 
Wilson, who introduced the bill in 
the assembly, said he was confident 
the measure would pass the state 
senate. 


“The most lucrative field in the 
past for scalpers has been the im- 
mediate neighborhood of the the- 
atré or sports auditorium,” said 
Kitchenman. “They hoped to elude 
police vigilance and to buttonhole 
latecomers who would pay any 
price for a ticket. 


“Strict police enforeement of the 
new ordinance, however, has forced 
these ticket racketeers to deal only 
with known customers at points 
away from the theatre district. The 
purpose of the law was to put them 
out of business, and that’s what we 
intend to do.” 

The ordinance, which became ef- 
fective Feb. 22, limits the markup 
on tickets to $1 and provides fines 
of $100 and jail sentences of 30 days 
for each violation. 





Newport’s 21st Season 
Newport, R. L., March 18. 


Newport Casino theatre opens its | 
| 21st summer season June 23. Man- 
j}aging producer 
| mapped a schedule of 11 weeks, 


Sara Stamm has 


Hudson Faussett, who stage di- 
rected at the Rhode Isiand resort 
strawhat for the past three years, 
will return in the same capacity. His 
assistant will be Joseph Leon, 





the publf¥ity man for a road show 
shall function or whether the union 
may dictate in that direction was 
argued out before the board of the 
Association of Theatrical Agents and 
Managers last week. Matter will 
probably go to arbitration since the 
disputed issue is not definitely clari- 
fied in the basic agreement between 
ATAM and the League of New York 
Theatres. 


For an unexplained reason ATAM 
questioned the presence in New 
York of Charles E. Burke, who 1s 
advance man for Fortune Gallo’s 
San Carlo Opera Co., which is tour- 
ing. Union argued that a provision 
in the basic contract states the road 
man must be the agent in fact but 
it does not stipulate that he must 
continuously stay two or more 
weeks in advance of the show. 

Gallo contended that Burke had 
already covered the tour's territory 
and that he is more valuable in the 
office representing the attraction 
than staying out on the road. 

Burke, who booked San Carlo, 
spent six weeks on the road going 
south and to the Coast, then north 
to Vancouver before returning. AS 
the manager is satisfied that the 
agent completed his job, it’s not 
clear why ATAM questions Gallo’s 
stand. Indicated there’s professional 
jealousy on the part of one or more 
other road agents who complained. 

Gallo’s 10th Anni 
Fortune Gallo’s San Carlo Opera 





Co. will finale its tour with an en- 
| gagement at the Center, N. Y., with 
|16 performances starting April 2%. 
| It will be the 10th annual engasc- 
ment of San Carlo in that spot. 
| Operatic outfit is currently playing 
| California stands. 

| “Icetime,” the skating revue at 
the Center, will shut down April 12 
and is due to relight in revised form 
late in May or early June. Under- 


|stood that the ice plant must be 
\ thoroughly overhauled. 
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Chicago, March 18. +4 


B.0. Sags Slightly; ‘Ready’ 246, 
‘Norway 276 ‘Lute’ 226, Born’ 216 





is finally catching u 
eee ick indicates a slight Suft-off 
in general at the b.o. Cool weekend 
b fther couldn't be a deciding factor 

nee most of the week was fairly 

ild for this time of the year. : 

“The Greatest of These’ threw in 
the towel Saturday (15) after being 


ntire week and a half that it was 
Other shows experienced no 


with | 





frre: we ignored for almost the 


ere. 
radical fluctuations 
slight dip. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Born Vesterday,” Erlanger (3rd 
wk) (1,334; $3.60). Can't complain, 


except for a 


j a pretty fine $21,000. 
hoes,” Harris (32nd wk) (1,- 
000: $340). Seems a permanently 
steady $17,000. 


“Eute Song,” Studebaker (8th wk) | 


(1,246; $4.20). Almost as strong as 
ever in the stretch with $23,500 

“Song of Norway,” Shubert (14th 
wk) (2,100; $4.80). Still in the run- 
ning for a healthy $27,000. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 


at the Biltmore, for a second week 
lat $24,500. Gertrude Lawrence was 
|received with nifty notices in “Pyg 
i}malion” and sellout boxoffice fo: 
| $24,000 at the Belasco in the initial 
frame 

Ken Murray’s “Blackouts of 1947’ 
|did capacity business at El] Capitan 
| for the 247th week at $17,000. Even 
| the ninnie-house Musart looked | 
healthy with about $4,000 in the till} 
for “Charley’s Aunt” in its first full ] 
stanza 


“The Greatest of These,” Selwyn | 


- $420). Piffed out Saturday 
20, th a poor $9,000 in its sec- 

eek. 
"Wibees to Make Ready,” Black- 
stone (5th wk) (1,358: $4.80). 
to be running fast for some time 
with weeks like this; a healthy 
$24,000 


REVISED ‘MOON’ $18,000 


Looks | 


| 
| 
| 
' 


IN DETROIT; ‘EAGLE’ 156: 


Detroit, March 18. 

After being temporarily suspended 
y the Detroit police dept. censor, 
| Boon O’Neill’s “Moon for the Mis- 
begotten” went on to a $18,000 week at 
the Cass. The play did not miss a per- 
formance and its “revision” consisted 
of changing exactly a dozen words 
The figure was based on eight per- 
formances at a $4.20 top. 

At the Shubert-Lafayette, “The 
agle Had Two Héads” scored $15,000 


_for eight performances at a $3.60 top 


‘Scholar’ Bad 9',G, Frisco; 
‘Student’ Good $19,000 


San Francisco, March 18. 

“Ten ‘O'Clock Scholar,” at the 1,- 
550-seat Geary, starring Fay Bainter 
and Thomas Mitchell, did a third 
week’s gross of $9,500. Show closed 
down here Saturday (15). 

“Student Prince,” a Shubert pro- 
duction at the 1,776-seat Curran, hit 
19,000 gross for its first week. “The 
Magnificent Yankee,” with Louis Cal- 
hern, opens at the Geary tomorrow 
(Wed.). 


‘State’ Fine 226, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, March 18. 

“State of the Union”. grabbed fine 
22,000 at Nixon last week in first 
alf of a fortnight’s engagement. 
tarted rather casually but got. go- 
ng about midway and wound up 
pretty close to capacity. - Okay ad- 
vance sale for concluding stanza and 
will probably go above opening fig- 
ure. 

They’ve been waiting a long time 
for this one to come back since so 
many were turned away when show 
Played here originally nearly 18 
months ago before going to 
York. Nixon gets Ina Claire's “Fatal 
Weakness” Monday (24) and “Call 


Me Mister” follows it in for two 
weeks. 











‘ 

Heyday’ NG 4G, N. H. 
New Haven, March 18. 

Thanks to season-ticket 


“Bathsheba”—Forrest, Philly (17- 
22) 

“Blackouts of 1947”—El Capitan. 
Hollywood (17-29). 

Blackstone—Temple, Tucson (17): 
Biltmore. L. A. (19-29) 

“Bloomer Girl” — Royal Alex., 
Toronto (17-22); Hanna, Cleve, (24- 
29) 

“Blossom Time”—Palace. Rock- 
ford (17); Towa, Cedar Rapids (18); 
| Paramount, Waterloo (19): Or-| 
pheum, Davenport (20): Aud., Des 


' 


New | 





holders, | 


who attend everything that comes | 


along, preem of “Heyday” survived 
Critical thumbs down at Shubert tast 
weekend (13-15) to tune of approxi- 
— $4,200. At $3 (tax incl.) top. 
gure was n.s.h. Show closed here 
Sat. (15). 
This week is full stanza of “Up i 
- § p in 
Central Park” (17-22), with substan- 
lal advance sale. 


other full one (24-29), with “Anna 
ucasta,” 





< . 
Union’ OK 22G, Cleve. 
Cleveland, March 18. 


date of “State of the 
withstood the Lenten op- 


_ Return 
nion” 


Praition excellently at the Hanne | 


ast week, besides drawin good 
botices for the quality of work done 
ers Neil Hamilton troupe. At 
in niche it, clicked nearly 
mn cight performances. 

Slow advance sale was registered 


‘BLOOMER’ 32G, TORONTO 


Ww; Toronto, March 18. 
$30 ith an advance sale of 
ir 000 prior to fortnight’s engage- 
fa’ Bloomer Girl” did a smash 
rst week at the Royal Alexandra 
the; with a sellont gross of $32,000. 
ty. 
eurron stanza also looks like a sell- 


Next week is an- | 


L.A. LEGIT TRIO SRO; 
‘LUCASTA’ GRABS 2436 


Los Angeles, March 18. 
Three of four houses in Los An- 
geles were SRO this past week, 
something of a record for the town. 
Biggest grosser was “Anna Lucasta” 


a 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering March 17-29) 


“Accidentally Yours’ — Mayfair, 


Portland (17-19); Metropolitan, 
Seattle (24-29) 

“Anna Luecasta”—Opera House 
Newark (17-22); Shubert, N. Haven 
(24-29) 

“Anna Lucasta”—Biltmore, L. A 


(17-18); Aud., Long Beach (19): Lo- 


bero, S. Barbara (20-21): Aud.. Pasa- 
dena (22); Aud., Fresno (24): Aud., 
Stockton (25): Aud. Sacramento 
(26-27): Aud., Oakland (28): Civic 
San Jose (29). 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek” — 
Colonial, Bost. (17-29). 


Moines (21); Music Hall, K. C. (22); 


Town Hall, Joplin (24); Electric, 
Springfield (25); Conv. Hall, Tulsa 
(26); Aud., Pitts. (27); Music Hall, 
K.C. (28-29). 


“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi 
(17-29). 


“Call Me Mister”—Erlanger. Buff. 


(17-22); Royal Alex., Toronto (24- 
29). 

“Cyrano de Bergerac” — Forrest 
Philly (24-29). 

“Dear Ruth”—Shubert-Lafayette. 
Det. (17-29) 

“Dear Ruth”—Capitol, Yakima | 


(24); Fox, Spokane (25-26): Wilma, 
Missoula (27); Marlon, Helena (28); 
Rainbow, Gt. Falls (29). 

“Hamlet”’—Aud., Little Rock (17); 
Temple, Birmingham (18-19): Aud., 
Montgomery (20); Bijou, Knoxville 
(22): English, Indpls. (24-26); Hart- 
man, Col. (27-29). 

“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (17-29). 

“Heartsong’—Walnut, Philly (17- 
29). 


“Lute Song” — Studebaker, Chi. 
(17-29). 

“Magnificent Yankee” — Geary. 
Frisco (19-29). 

“Message for Margaret’ — Lyric. 
Bridgeport (29). 


Met Opera Co—Lyric. Balto. (17- | 


18): Opera Hse, Boston (20-29). 
“Mikade”—Aud., Det. (17-23). 
“Moen for the Misbegotten”—Cass 


Det. (i7-22): American, St. Louis 


| (24-29). 
“Oklahoma!”—Texas, San Antonio 


(17-22): Aud.. Dallas (24-29). 
“Pygmalion”—Belasco, L. A. 
29) 
San Carle Opera Co.—Aud.. San 
Jose (17): Aud., Portland 
Temple, Tacoma (24-25): 


(17- 


| Seattle (26-29). 


$22,000 | 


: Vancouver (21-22). 
$7, Hanna's current “Whole World | 


nearly | 


“The Iceman Cometh” — Ford's. 
| Balto. (17-22): Nat'l, Wash. (24-29) 
| “The Red Mill”—Shubert. Bost 
(17-29) 

“The Whole World Over’— Hanna, 
Cleve. (17-22): Erlanger, Buff. (24- 
29). . ne 

“Three to Make Ready”—Black- 


1,525-seater be ing scaled at $3.50 | 


“Song of Norway”—Shubert, Chi 
(17-22). 

“State of the Union”—Nixon, Pitt 
(17-22): Ford's, Balto. (24-29). 


“State of the Union”—Aud.. Cincy 


(17-22): Cass, Det. (24-29). 

“Student Prince’—Curran,. Frisco 
(17-29) 

“Tenting To-Night” — Locust. 
Philly (17-22): Plymouth, Bost. (24- 
29). 

“The Fatal Weakness” Nat'l, 
Wash. (17-22): Nixon, Pitt. (24-29). 


“The Glass Menagerie”— Plymouth, 


Bost. (17-22): Locust, Philly (24-29) 
“The Glass Menagerie” 


ropolitan, Seattle (17-20); Strand 


stone, Chi. (17-29). 
“Up in Central 
N. Haven (17-22): 
(24-29) 
“Voice of the Turtle” 
St. Louis (17-22); Davidson, 


Shubert 
Philly 


Park” 
Shubert. 


) 624-29). 


(19-23): 
Moore. 


Met- 


American. 
Mil. 


Blossom Time’ Neat 136 
In N’th St. Louis Stand 


St. Louis, March 18. 

Sigmund Romberg’s “Blossom 
_ Time,” a more or less perennial in 
| this town, closed another successfui 
;one-week stand at the American 
| Saturday’ (15). Eight performances, 
|with the 1,700-seat house scaled to 
| $3.66, grossed an approximate $13.- 
000. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” with 
| Harvey Stephens, Louisa Horton anc 
Frances Thornhill, is back at the 
American for its second visit, for one 
week, this season. First visit was a 
sock b.o. four-week engagement. 





Barefoot 26 
Menagerie 136, 
Mister’ 246, Hub 


Boston, March 18. 
“Barefoot Boy With Cheek,” open- 
ing at the Colonial Tues. (11), got 


| 
| 


i ably on Broadway. 


; 
} 


OK Weather Keeps B'way Biz Steady; 


Brigadoon’ Looks Smash, 26446 in 5; 
Chevalier 24G, ‘Chocolate 186 in 5 


A few shows eased downward 
further last week but with a better 
weather break, grosses held to about 
the same levels as the previous 
stanza Showmen are somewhat 
perturbed over the impending 5% 
State ticket tax and it’s possible that 
other new levies will react unfavor- 
But there al- 
seems to be goodly patronage 


oO e standout legiters and most 
heatres continued to report an up 
ing in advance sales for spring 

Brigadoon was hailed with a 
100° favorable press. In the first 
ive performances a paid preview 
included takings were quoted 
alO $26 500 New nusical can 
get more than $42,000 and will so 
register this week. “The Chocolate 
Soldier” drew mostly friendly no- 


j tices and started promisingly. Mau- 


the best notices here since “Briga- 
doon” and among the best any 
opener has got in town so far this | 
season. Result was immediate up- | 
swing in biz with second and third 
weeks catching big advance with 


SRO possibilities. “Call Me Mister” 


inished wow engagement Sat (15) 
and “Glass Menagerie” is now in 
al week of four-week engage- 
nent 

“Heyday,” due to open here to- 
night, cancelled out in New Haven, 
but “Red Mill,” with big advance. 
opened last night (17). Ahead are 


Tenting Tonight” at the Plymouth 
(24), “Message for Margaret” at the 
Wilbur (31), and “Anna Lucasta” at 
the Plymouth April 7. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek,” Co- 
lonial (1,500: $4.20). Opened March 
(11 without much advance 
but clicked from the outset, 
raves in most quarters. First week, 
seven performances, got an _ esti- 
mated $23,000, big, and should do 
near-capacity biz this week and 
next 

“Call Me Mister,” Shubert (1,590: 
$4.80). Final week of second long- 
|} est-run musical in city’s history very 
| sock $24,500. Show took roughly 


| $400,000 out of the town during its | 
averaging nearly $27,000 | 


irun here, 
la week. 


| “Glass Menagerie,” Plymouth (1:- | 


200: $3.60). 
| but 


Third week off a little 
estimated $13,000 excellent for 


interest | 
getting | 


‘class product. Final week current. | 


‘Yankee’ $10,000 in 4, K.C.; 
Blackstone 11G in Five 


| Kansas City, March 18. 
Louis Calhern in “The Magnificent 
Yankee” drew critics’ hearty ap- 
plause, but mild boxoffice patronage 
iin a four-performance stand in the 
| Music Hall March 13-15. Usual $3.60 
| top prevailed with take around $10.- 
000, moderate. Previous weekend 
| Blackstone played five performances 
in the Music Hall and was heavily 
| handicapped by blizzardy weather. 
| Take at $2 top totaled $11,000. 
“Blossom Time” is booked in for 
i|two stanzas within a week. Plays 
lthree performances March 22-23, 
three more 28 and 29. Figured at 
| least the ninth time the musicat has 
| played here. 


Washington, March 18. 


With the National soon to have 
its day in court on the racial dis- 
crimination issue, b.o. is holding 
steady. Ina Claire in “Fatal Weak- 
ess” rang up a-healthy $26,000 for 
its initial stanza here, with second 
week assured of at least as much 
biz. 

“Teeman Cometh” arrives for the 
usual two weeks March 24, with 


future bookings for house still not 
clinched. 


‘HAMLET’ 10G MEMPHIS 


Memphis, March 18. 

Maurice Evans in “Hamlet” did a 
eoodish $10.000 in two nights and a 
matinee Friday and Saturday (14- 
15) at Ellis Auditorium. 

Evans disclosed here that he’s read- 
ing a new modern comedy by an un- 
| disclosed author but is still commit- 
ited to Bernard Shaw's “Man and Su- 
perman” for Broadway production 

next season 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Three Indelicate Ladies” (Mor- 
gan’s Murders,” alternate title)- 
Hunt Stromberg. Jr. and Thomas 


Spengle: 

“Message for Margaret”—Stanley 
Gilkey and Barbara Payne. 

“The Barretts of Wimpole Street” 
(road)—Katharine Cornell. 

“Alice in Wonderland”—Rita Has- 
Repertory The- 


san and American 

atre i 
| “The Great Campaign”—Experi- 
mental Theatre. 


rice Chevalier with a one-man show 


| number of standees at night but ex- 
| cellent takings, around $23,000. 


“Street Scene,” Adelphi, (10th 
week) (M-1,434; $6). Couple theatre 
parties helped boost the gross 
around $32,500; musical is fairly 
profitable at that level. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 


(153d week) (C-939; $3.60). Held to 
around same pace with takings of 
$8.500. okay for small cast play 

“Years Ago,” Mansfield (15th 
veek) (C-1.001- $4.80). Not as strong 

C ig winter but claimed to be 
naking operating profit right along; 
$16,000 estimated 

REVIVALS 

“The Importance of Being Ear- 
nest,” Royale (2d week) (C-1,025: 
$4.80). Plans call for engagement to 


be extended until May 10° capacity 
pace of $24,000 and may go higher 


|when Theatre Guild subscriptions 
expire (John C. Wilson, co-pre- 
senter.) 


in legit house was welcomed by 
veviewers and is selling out. Solo} 
premiere this week is “The Eagle 


Has Two Heads,” with Tallulah 
Bankhead. “Parlor Story” will close 
this week and “Cyrano de Bergerac” 


also concludes, too, on Saturday 
(22). 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD  ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue) 
M (Musical), O (Operetta) 

“All My Sons,” Coronet (7th 
week) (D-1,095; $4.80). Drama _ is 


making money and should make the 


grade with takings approximating 


$16,500; house getting goodly profit, 
too 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(44th week) (M-1,427; $6.60). List’s 


top musical is expected to be light- 
ed through next season; betters 
$45,000, which is capacity plus 

“Another Part of the Forest,” Ful- 
ton (17th week) (D-968: $4.80). 
Dipped last week to around $12,000: 
will probably improve, however, 
and span spring peried. 


rholds to 


} 


“The Chocolate Soldier,” Century 
(Ist week) ¢M-1.712; $4.80). Opened 
Wednesday (12) and after good 
enough press, takings were quoted 
around $18,000 in first five times; 
said to be profitable operation 
Belasco (12th week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Still figured o1 
ng well into spring period 
profitable margin; 


“Burlesque,” 
#ross 
over 
$19,000 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” 
(22d week) (C-1,064; $4.20). 
pected to play into late May 
ness dipped lately but still 
able: around $15,000. 

“Cyrano de Bergerac,” Barrymore 
(CD-1,.096; $4.80). Final and 24th 


Cort 
Ex- 
busi- 
profit- 


| week: has fared very well and should 


score on. road, 
“Bathsheba” 
week 

“Sweethearts,” Shubert (7th week) 
(M-1.382; $4.80). Should play through 
balance of season; close to capacity 
start and eased only slightly; $30,000, 

“Craig’s Wife,” Playhouse (5th 
week) (D-865: $4.80). Around $8,000 
estimated; getting promising advance 
i sales and intention is to stick. 


ADDED 


too; up, $19,500; 
listed, to follow next 


“Beggar's Holiday,” Broadway 
(12th week) (M-1,900; $4.80). An- | 
other week to go for musieal that 
started well then slipped; around 
$20.000 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (59th | 
week) (C-993; $4.80). Slight varia- 


tion does not materially affect the 
capacity pace of laugh _ show; 
$21.000. 


(M-1,626; $4.80). ith a $7.20 first 
night and $6 Friday and Saturday, 
takings in five times quoted around 


$26,500, a preview included; looks 
like smash, 

“Call Me Mister,” National (48th 

week) (R-1,104; $6). Although 

| Slightly affected previous week, 


‘Weakness’ Strong 266, D.C 


business came back to approximate 
capacity: $31,500. 

“Carousel,” Majestic (100th week) 
(M-1,667; $6). Is off from winter 
paee but should come back as it has 
following previous slack periods; 
$24,000 and profitable. 

“Eagle Has Two Heads,” Plymouth 
(D-1,063: $4.80). Presented by John 
C. Wilson; adapted from original of 


Jean Cocteau by Ronald Duncan; 
opens tonight (19) with Tallulah | 
Bankhead starred. 

“Finian’s Rainbew,” 46th Street 


(10th week) (M-1,319; $6). No fluc- 
tuation and not liable to be any 





Maurice Chevalier, Miller (2d 
, week) ($4.80; $6 Friday and Satur- 
|; day). Great business for one-man 


“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (ist week) | performance and in six nights and 


one matinee claimed 


| $24,000. 


gross nearly 


Bathsheba’ 2446, 
‘Lucasta’ $15,000, 
Mil 346, Philly 


Philadelphia, March 18. 
Business was exceptionally good in 
all three legit houses here last week, 
two of the shows being in their final 
local weeks while the other was bow- 


for a long time; quoted at $42,000. | ing in for a two weeks’ stay. 


which includes standees. 


“Happy Birthday,” 
(20th week ) (CD-1,160; 


} 
| 


Last-named was “Bathsheba,” 


Broadhurst | which had a record mail order sale 
$4.80). | 


for its fortnight’s stay at the For- 


Forced to lay off first half of week | rest and then ran into a bliz of ad- 


when Helen Hayes had laryngit's; 
relighted Thursday (13) to virtual 


| gently either. 
| also 


capacity finai two days; bit over 
$14,000 in four times. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (124th week) 
(C-920: $4.20). Management not 
| worried about this long -runner | 
which approximated $16,000: week- 
end attendance all house will hold. 

“Icetime,” Center (39th weck) «(R- 
2.994: $2.40). Will call it a season 
in another three weeks (Apvil 12): 


expected to resume in revised form 
by June: $24,000. 
“Joan of Lorraine,” 
week) (D-1,331: $4.80). 
drama grosser and 
position until 
closes; $32,500. 
“John Loves Mary,” 


Alvin (17th 
Still the top 
will hold that 
early May when it 


Music Box 


(6th week) (C-979; $4.80). Moved 
here from Booth and in somewhat 
larger spot should top the better 


than $18,000 pace there. 


“Life With Father,” Bijou (380th 
week) (C-613: $3.60). No change for 


run leader. takings approximating 
| $8.000 again. 

“OQ Mistress Mine,” Empire (45th 
week) (CD-1.082: $4.80). Pace is 
close to capacity on the week and 
looks set into warm weather: esti- 
mated around $23,000. 

“Oklahoma!”, St. James (205th 


week) (M-1,505: $4.80). Musical run 
leader soon to celebrate by entering 


fifth year; rated around $22.000. 
“Parlor Story,” Biltmore ‘C-920; 
$4.20). Final and third week in 


house that has had unlucky season: 
around $7,000. 

“State of the Unien,” Hudson 
(70th week ) (CD-1,057: $4.80) 
| Slightly affected at matinees and in 


verse comments. The three Philly 
papers raked the show fore and aft 
and didn't handle James Mason or 
his wife (Pamela Kellino) any too 
Opening night commerit 
was not complimentary and 
there was little enthusiasm in the 
near-capacity house. 

Subsequent requests for refunds 
were unprecedented. Answer was in- 
variably “no dice.” Local crix com- 
mented in their reviews on fact that 
show was being turned over to Ma- 
son, its star, for complete re-direc- 
tion and latter took over chore late: 
in week. In the meantime, attend- 
ance remained big due to mail-order 


| surplus with followup comments sti!! 


|} unfriendly. 


Week's gross reached a 
robust $24,500 and very little of that 
was taken in after opening. 

“The Red Mill” zoomed again to a 
crackerjack $34,000 in its sixth and 
final week at the Shubert. Herbert 
revival did a whale of a business 
here in its six weeks; it had been first 
skedded for four. 
| “Anna Lucasta,.” also shoving off, 
'got a fine, profitable $15,000 for its 
12th week at the Locust. Drama with 
all-colored cast didn’t have a losing 
week here. 

Looks as if legit biz will ease off 
sharply this week with “Mi” and 
“Lucasta” out, and two try-outs, 
neither of them boasting sizable ad- 
vances, in. 

“Heartsong,” in at the Walnut for 
two weeks. has the aid of the Ameri- 
can Theatre Scciety subscription. 


|*Tenting Tonight” is in at the Locust 


for a single week with nothing much 
indicated since even if shew proves 
@ surprise hit it will hardly have 
time for a rapid climb. 























_§4 LEGITIMATE 


Plays Out of Town 


VARIETY 


appearing later in spirit form, Im- 
pression is that he took the script 
with him on the way out and forgot 
to bring it back. Story has less sub- 


Wednesday, March 19, 1947 


Plays on Broadway 
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has developed it with apparent sin- | 
cerity, but if the soberer aspects of | 
it are unduly emphasized it’s to be | 
doubted how many playgoers, either 
ex-Gl’s or out-and-out civilians, will | 
care enough to fork up the requisite | 
cash for tickets. That may be a harsh | 
outlook but tonight’s audience here | 
seemed visibly restiess in the serious | 





stretches of the piece and obviously | 


waiting for the comedy. 

There is quite a bit of that, some 
of it pretty obvious, but some more 
that is spontaneous and unforced. 
The dialog, when {t’s on the lighter 
side, is fresh and there are a few 
piquant scenes including an amusing 
heavy-petting scene which brings in 
the required sex. Action all takes 
place in home of Peter Roberts, him- 
self an ex-serviceman, and now a 
teacher in a small college town. 


His particular institution is over- 
crowded and in a moment of gener- 
osity his pretty wife inserts an ad 
in the town paper that the Roberts 
will board one of the student ex- 
GI's for a semester, Hubby, who is 
studying for a degree, isn’t pleased, 
especially when the first candidate, 
who gets by on a ruse, brings in a 
couple of buddies and the young wife 
of one. The prof’s living room be- 
comes a regular dormitory. 


Stuffy dean of college is incensed 
and matters are made worse when 
one of the “boarders” brings in a 
crowd of gambling nightclub friends. 
Idea is that site of a proposed night 
ppot may be turned into sleeping and 
iving quarters. Roberts’ reverses 
himself and allies himself with boys, 
which means he’s fired. However, 
through another ruse, whole country 
is made aware of scheme and con- 
gratulatory letters pour into college 
ery. He’s a vain old duck and is 

nally won over. 

Hudson Faussett’s direction has its 
g0od points but show can stand some 
restaging by a topnotcher. Cast is 
generally good throughout, although 
opening night here was marred by 
too muceh fumbling in early scenes. 
Dean Harens, Joshua Shelley and 
Jackie Kelk are outstanding as the 


cupying the apartment of a colonel in 
the Red army. The war is over but 
its aftermath is evident in the broken 
homes and loss of loved ones. The 
colonel returns, dfsillusioned by war 
and embittered by the death of his 
wife amd daughter from German 
bombs. ’ 

The engineer’s daughter also lost 
her fiance at the front and is now 
engaged to an engineer who thinks 
of blueprints rather than romance. 
The father for some reason decides to 
promote a match between the colonel 
and the girl so he insists the officer 
share the apartment. Complications 
develop when two of the colonel's 
buddies—a hardened officer and teen- 
age corporal—arrive for a visit. The 
romance follows the usual pattern 
of dawning love, misunderstanding, 
parting, then reconciliation in time 
for the final curtain. 


The cast ig tops. First honors go 
to Joseph Buloff, whose eccentric 
engineer characterization spreads 


good humor on every appearance. 
He milks the dialog for all possible 
laughs and gets them. Uta Hagen is 
competent attractive as the 
daughter, Elisabeth Neumann's peas- 
ant sister role ig another ace comedy 
performance, while Sanford Meisner 
is properly stuffy as the unromantic 
fiance. Stephen Bekassy is gloomy 
but plays with authority as the col- 
onel. 

An appealing performance is 
turned in by George Bartenieft as the 
teenage corporal who is amazed to 
live in a world at peace. Lou Polan 
is outstanding as the gruff peasant 
officer who joyfully heads for home 
despite the fact his family is living 
in a cave. Michae) Strong. as the 
colonel’s aide; Jo Van Fleet, as a 
woman army surgeon in love with 
the colonel; Beatrfce de Neergaard. 
as a woman returning from war. and 
| Fred Stewart, as the janitor, are all 
| outstanding. 

The party scene in the third act 
is a highlight of Harold Clurman’s 
sensitive, knowing direction. Ralph 
Alswang’s cluttered up, styleless liv- 
ing room setting is excellent. 





one, a lake scene, has any real eye 
appeal. Staging is lacking in imag- 
ination and never strikes an interest- 
ing tempo. 

Chalk up one more candidate for 
Oblivion. Bone. 


(Folded in New Haven Sat. (13). 





Aceidentally Yours 


Sacramento, March 16. 
James §. Ellicott and Herbert J. Freezer 
production of comedy in three acta by Pau- 
line Williams. Stars Billie Burke, Grant 
Mitchell. Staged by Iiarry Ellerbe in agsn. 
with Elliott. Setting by Ben Edwards. At 






Junior College Auditorium, Sacramento, 
March 15, °47; $3 top. 
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In another of her hilarious charac- 
terizations of nitwit females, Billie 
Burke and her new play, “Accident- 
ally Yours,” by Pauline Williams, 
were enthusiastically received Satur- 
day (15) by a first-night audience of 
1,400 in the College Auditorium of 
Sacramento, 


The plot rests on the improbable 
foundation of a professor's belief that 
he has found another Aladdin’s lamp 
which miraculously seems to bring 
him a much-needed manuscript for 
his new book. Entitled “Did I Sin?” 
it seems to be the story of his nu- 
merous love affairs and almost breaks 
up his home unttii the last curtain 
explanations show his innocence. 


Miss Burke is her usual zany, 


amusing self as the professor’s wife. 
Grant Mitchell is the unworldly col- 
lege professor, and there is a large 
company of other skillful comedians, 
including Betty de Cormier, Barbara 
Billingsley, Philip Warren and Eve 


is the major contributor to the per- 
formance, it is Agnes de Mille, who 
staged the dances and also the musi- 
cal numbers. It is Miss de Mille’s 
best directional exhibition since her 
terpsichorean adornment of “Okla- 
homa!,” which started a ballet vogue 
in musical shows. For “Brigadoon” 
she concentrated on the dances of 
Scotland, doing research and absorb- 
ing that type of stepping thoroughly, 
as shown by the dances in the new 
click. The dancing stands out espe- 
cially in the first act which is the 
best part of the musical, although the 


shorter second portion has its high- | 


lights. 

Locale is a mythical village in the 
Scottish highlands, a town and its in- 
habitants that dre supposed to come 
to life only once every hundred years 
for one day. Into the place come 
Tommy Albright and Jeff Douglas, 
American lads who arrive on the 
centennial day and its attendant 
country fair. Then, too, there’s to be 
a wedding between Charlie Dal- 
rymple and Jean MacLaren, Harry 
Beaton also wants the lass and he 
nearly spoils the ceremony, leading 
to a bit of melodrama. Then there's 
Fiona, the bride’s sister, who, with 
Tommy, carry on a fast romance, one 
of the show’s most attractive attrib- 
utes. 


Marion Bell, from the film studios 
and Coast operatic circles, is Fiona. 
She scores first with “Waitin’ for My 
Dearie,” and, with David Brooks, 
who is Tommy, plants “The Heather 
On the Hill,’ which may be the 
show’s top number. But there are 
other jingles that are very likeable, 
such as “I'll Go Home with Bonnie 
Jean,” warbled by Lee Sullivan, who 
is Charlie; “Come to Me, Bend to 


Me,” sung by him, too, and “Almost | 


Like Being in Love,” by Miss Bell 
and Brooks, who also give “From 
This Day On.” 

There's a lighter lyric by come- 
dienne Pamela Britton (who is Ethel 
Owen's daughter), called “The Love 
of My Life,” and an even more amus- 
ing ditty, “My Mother’s Wedding 


is less the prized bonbon it appeared 
while on its triumphant out-of-town 
tour, and more the tart lemon drop 
now that it’s wrapped up at the Cen- 
tury. Though great care was taken 
in its revival, something has gone 
wrong. The revival is lame and on 
the dull side. It limps along to dated 
dialog and feeble gags, coming to life 
fitfully when familiar old tunes sound 
out. The book—Bernard Shaw's 
amusing “Arms and the Man” story— 
has been mishandled. Show moves 
faster in those moments when Billy 
Gilbert really gets rolling, but even 
he bogs down more often than noi. 

But the trouble {s that this revival 
is done in the wrong style, bur- 
lesqued frequently instead of played 
straight, and somewhat badly cast, 
The Bumerli of Keith Andes, for in- 
stance, is brash and youthful rather 
than suave and polished. The Popoff 
of Gilbert is jovial rather than pom- 
pous. The show is badly directed 
throughout. 


What attracts, of course, are the 
fine tunes that still seem fresh on 
rehearing—“My Hero,” very well 
sung by Frances McCann, and “For- 
give” and “The Letter Song,” as 
agreeably handled by Miss McCann 
and Andes. The amusing marching 
song in the “Seek the Spy” episode 
comes up to snuff in one of the 
brighter’ humorous moments in the 
show, and some of the new songs 
Straus has interpolated are catching, 
notably “After Today.” This one 1s 
sung in fine fashion by Ernest Me- 
Chesney. 

Show is colorfully costumed, with 
an attractive chorus to increase its 
eye-filling quality. The batlet bits 
and sequences furnished by_ Balan- 
chine are a little nondescript and dis- 
appointing, althongh dancer Mary 
Ellen Moylan reveals herself _ the 
graceful artist when she can. Miss 
McCann and Andes are an attractive- 
looking romantic pair, and can sing. 
Gloria Hamilton is properly pert &§ 
a young cousin, and McChesney sut- 
ficiently starchy as the stuffed-shirt 
Alexius. Muriel O'Malley is a sp'y 
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“Heyday,” a fantasy about a char- 
|acter from the Great Beyond. is 
strictly out of this world—which is 
the best place for it. This opus about 
/a spectre hasn’t a ghost of a chance. 
| To state that it misses the boat would 
, be to put it mildly—it doesn’t even 

arrive at the pier. Central character 
plays the entire show in a sleeping 
gown. They shoulda provided one 
with each admission ticket. 

Early in the play an ailing store- 
‘Keeper departs this vale of tears, ve- 











some spots can get sufficient busi- 
ness to remain open. It’s felt that 
the inavailability of names and the 
high price of talent, makes the 
nudity a must, since they must have 
a gimmick to lure the trade. At the 
GV Inn and Rio Cabana, policy is 
apparently successful. 

In addition to the increasing signs 
of nudity is the fact that other 
cafes are returning to the line 
policy. 





came up from the ensemble. Thai 
portion of the proceeding is a bit 
dour and too long. 

Alan Jay Lerner with book and 
lyrics, and Frederick Loewe with the 
music, knocked gn the door last sea- 
son with “The Day Before Spring,” 
but cm land solidly with “Briga- 
doon.” Robert Lewis does an excel- 
lent staging job; that also goes for 
David Ffolkes with the costumes. 
Oliver Smith's scenery is most attrac- 
tive, with some set pieces but plenty 
of painted drops which are easily 
flown. Orchestrations are another 





David Gleiberman, 108 No, Division 
St., Peekskill, New York. 


PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 


Experienced young woman, formerly 
associated with « theatrical produce’, 
wants position in producer's office. 
Qualified te take charge ef any de 
pertment, Bex 8760, Variety, 154 Ww. 
46th Street, New York 19. 
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Broadway 


s. Rhys Williams en route to 
¢ after brief stay in town. — 
Earl Carroll here after testifying 
before Congressional labor commit- 


tee. “ ” 
ile Sam Coslow, “Copacabana 
producer, is east, his wife is in Sun 
i Robinson ahead of Met 
opera tour that opened Monday (17) 
ltimore. 
# ibe Goldberg, who recuperated 
in the west after a major operation, 


back in town. 


“Fourth Little Show” set_ back 
again and now slated for Boston 
debut in September, 





Judith Evelyn being birthday-par- 
tied by attorney L. Arnold Weiss- 
berger tomorrow (20). 

Monte Proser may Co-produce an- 
other “Ziegfeld Follies” in conjunc- 
tion with the Shuberts. 

Helen Tamiris going to London to 
stage “Annie Get Your Gun,” with 
Dan Nagrin her assistant. 

Sonny (O°) Werblin got a cake 
from the MCA staff on his birthday 
which falls on St. Patrick’s day 

Toots Shor donated his $90 fee 
for a guest appearance on “Duffy’s 
Tavern” to the Negro Actors Guild. 

Ruth Etting to be cocktail-partied 
at the Copacabana lounge by the 
Ziegfeld club, March 23, prior to | 
her March 27 opening at the Copa. 

Hugh Beaumont, British director, 
whd staged “Importance of Being 
Earnest,” planed to London last | 
week. Returns May 21 to produce 
“Love for Love.” 

Abe Lastfogel and Irving Berlin 
plan to be back from the Coast for 
the Sophie Tucker dinner May 4 at 
the Hotel Astor under Jewish The- 
atrical Guild auspices. 

Charles Reed Jones handling spe- 
cial publicity-exploitation for Jules 
Levey on forthcoming “New Or- 
eans” pic. Jones recently with 
March of Dimes campaign. 

Florence Browning ronan Fri- 
day (21) as assistant to J. Robert Ru- 
bin, Metro veepee and general coun- 
sel, after-25 years with Metro both 
at the homeoffice and Om the Coast. 

Irving Berlin will do some more | 
personal-appearing on behalf of 20th- 
Fox and his “Alexander's Ragtime | 
Band” reissue, in which the song- | 
smith owns a 10% -of-the-gross equity. | 

Renee Carroli, Sardi’s hatcheck | 
siren, who was widely publicized on 
her 20th anni as the most famous 
coatroom girl, further “profiled” by 
Lucy Greenbaum in the N. Y. Times 
mag section as “Our Lady of the 
Chapeau.” 

Groucho Marx visiting with his 
daughter. Arthur Kober is another 
who came east to spend Saturday, 
(15) at birthday of his 5-year-old 
ddughter. His wife (Maggie) re- 
cuverating nicely in Palm Springs. 

Bryan Foy, head of Eagle-Lion 
production, back {n rehearsals with 
the reunited Four Foys for the Kraft 
Music Hall broadcast tomorrow 
(Thurs.) night, on the Eddy Duchin- | 
Ecidie Foy radio program. 

Bill Boyd (“Hopalong Cassidy”) 
being profiled in the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post this spring by Collie 
Small. Boyd and his wife, Grace 
Bradley, returned to the Coast over 
the weekend from New York. 

Dave Sebastian, who married Car- 
men Miranda, is the cousin of Charlie 
Weintraub, exec in “Copacabana” | 

A), which co-stars Miss Miranda 
and where Sebastian, a production 
~ met the South American star. 
rh. econ Weinberg, : English-titlist 
Dauehier "Cone ¥ ‘Well-Digger’s 
veupnter.” “Carmen” and other for- 
eisn pix imports, breaking in inter- 
the biece in New Yorker's “Talk of 
ee section. ~ Also breaking | 

ith five stories in French, British | 
and U. S. technical sheets. 
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Paris 
Harold L. Smith 
cold 
Marie Bell preppi . 
ae ping a legit com- 
Pay on a South American — o 
br lexander Stein bedded with 
— caught on. his Algerian | 
beret wotion offering Liliane Cul- 
tek Benoist d’Azy, a screen 
Paul White bedded with nervous 


indige sti — 
wot resulting from over- 


Francois and Js 
£arian dancers, n 
revue, 

Cynda Glenn 
OF @ week’s ski 
to Ernest Hiller. 
Club des a airguesting at | 
nar Hilda's a sag on Ber- 
“ph Marbot has two songs in 
oe tittheoming Tino Rossi Svar: 

Sidn ed, Unknown Singer.” 
rial. me, S. Moren, Spain's territo- 
ing Chanaaer for. 20th-Fox, gander- 

Act tamps Elysees for a few days. 
of ress Jacqueline Plessis, wife 
to Meow Henri Bernadac, brought 

best for a test by Monchablon. 
wy ‘k ert Taylor and Barbara Stan- | 

°K headlining the arrivals at | 


suffering from a 


abel Szozys, Hun- 
Ow in the Tabarin 


off to Alpes d'Huez 
after showing Paris 


Cannes with j 

age the Que ot 
m zk second best. Q en of Den 
y “\dolphe Brisson. of the Paris fac- | 


: to Hollywood for educational 
hy earch. While there will write | 
‘oo publications. 
: rlette Arnaud, formerly with 
fla wie and previously with Metro 
orm hres, now with RKO and her 
ner chief, Elias Lapinere. 
's D'Ines, oldest member of 


Comedie Francaise, named tempo- 
rary administrator of the theatre, re- 
placing dramatist Andre Aubey. who 
resigned recently. is 

American musicians in Paris be- 
coming regarded as ty artists. 
Pianist Julius Katchen at the 
Champs Elysees and fiddler Arnold 
Eidus at the Club Feminin are cur- 
= spens, 

Olfgang Schmidt and Jean 
Desbrosses back from London hud- 
dies with Sir Alexander Korda. 
Former handles his releases here. 
while Desbrosses is his local finan- 
cial adviser, 


Las Vegas 


Reta Ray a click the Orchid 
room of the. Players 

Jack Martin orch into the Orchid 
room of the Players Club 

Romo Vincent headlines 
Flamingo show March 28 





in 


the 


Club Mendoray being remodeled. 
with preem set for April 2 

The new KENO broadcasting stu- 
dios will be opened next week. 

Georgie Price currently at 
Rancho Vegas, planning a Carnegie 
Hall concert 

Hal Borne orch bowing’ out of 
the Rancho Vegas due to previous 


studio commitments 

Players club is featuring an all- 
night broadcast via remote control 
from KBNE in Boulder City. 


Hoot Gibson has started erection 
of 20 new bungalows on his D-4-C 
Ranch He is also enlarging the 
air strip, 

Harvey Bynum and _ associates 
have taken over the Diamond | 
Horseshoe and renamed it the 
Stork Club. 

Loretta Young and Irene Dunne 
are donating the land for the site 
of a new Catholic Church in the! 


Huntridge district. 

Rex Bell prepared to cash in dur- 
ing the forthcoming Helidorado 
Has his western toggery shop well 
stocked with western attire. 

Rudy Vabhlee gifted telephone op- 
erators at the Last Frontier hotel 
with perfumes and candy for their 
courtesy during his Ramona 
engagement. 

Abbott and Costello opened at the 
Flamingo March 14. They will turn 
over the $21,000 for their two-week 
appearance to the Lou Costello, Jr., 
Youth Foundation Fund. 


Vienna 


E. W. Emo working on film “Es 
lebe das Leben,” with Geraldine 
Katt. 


Geza von Cziffra film production 
company announced plans to start 
work on “Danube Valtz.” 

Elfi Mayerhofer, film star, signed 
up for picture to be made in Rome 
by an Italian company 


announce resumption of work. Work 
had stopped almost entirely by coal 


| and electric current crisis. 


Metro’s “Ziegfeld Follies” js a hit 
here mainly because Hedy Lamarr 


(former Mrs, Hedy Kiessler-Mand]), | 


Austrian born, is well remembered 


by Austrians. 














Lotsa Parties 


Continued from page 51 goa 


parties by 
and five 


will benefit from the 
boosting the prices four 
times the boxoffice rates. 

Benefit groups have four different 
prices for the lower floor, front 
rows being $20 per ticket, rates be- 
ing graduated down to $8 for the 
rear section of the Ziegfeld. 
organizations benefit from the over- 
age and patrons buying $20 tickets 
contribute $15.20. which is the dona- 


tion over the established price. For | 


tickets the con- 
Mezzanine has 
which repre- 
or $11.60 per 


a pair of benefit 
tribution is $30.40. 
a $10 top, $5.80 of 
sents the donation, 
pair. 

Theatre party practice has been 
criticized because it creates @ ticket 
shortage so far as general theatre- 
going patronage is concerned. Par- 


ties are supposed to aid shows 
through such shortages, but that 


only goes when the attraction is not 
a hit. Increased prices for in-be- 
tweeners are regarded as detrimen- 


tal to the theatre in general by 
some showmen. 
Figures first available indicated 


that the backers of “Brigadoon” in- 
vested $285,000. a sum much in ex- 
cess of the aroduction cost, but 
statements issued by Miss Craw- 
ford to the angels showed the actual 
$200,000. Pro- 


total to have been 
duction nut is put at $170,000, in- 
cluding salary guarantee deposits, 


so that there was $30,000 on hand 
before the musical opened, not in- 


cluding the enormous amount from | 


advance ticket sales. 

The backing overage may be re- 
tained as a reserve fund in part or 
whole but could be refunded if the 
investors insist. If profits are based 
on the total investment rather than 
the production cost. it will be to 
the advantage of the producer un- 
der the limited partnership setup 
in the “Brigadoon” management 


room 


Sievering (American zone) studios | 


The | 


London 


Angio-Polish Baiiet opens Seville 
theatre March 24 for four weeks’ 
season. 


200, which is 3,750 more than last 
December. 


Jack Harris in from Paris 
ciations with Harry Green. 
Shakespeare Memorial 
| Stratford-on-Avon, refused a liquor 
license by the local magistrate. 

Lou Cooper, owner of Whitehall 
theatre and comparative newcomer 
to show biz, may extend his activi- 
tties to Australia. , 

Paul Vincent Carroll's “The White 





; Steed” received a big reception at | 


the Embassy, Swiss Cottage, when 


it Opened with an all-Irish cast 
“‘Worm’s Eye View,” temporarily 
vacated the Whitehall theatre due to 
internal. bickering, returns there in 
|nine weeks. It already has $6,000 
adavance. 
Willesden Council 


take over the Willesden Hippodrome 
which Nas been in turn a vaude and 
picture theatre. It’s been closed since 
| the war ended. 

| Chico Marx is being offered for 
' 


English vaudeville dates but asking 
price of $4,000 is deemed too steep 
for here. He has an offer to open at 
Circus Medrano, Paris. 

Mills Bros., who operate the Olym- 
| pia circus annually in London, are 
jnow in Stockholm to buy 
i 
' 


animals of Carl Hagenbeck 
|now being sold at auction 
Margot Fonteyn, premiere bal- 
lerina at Covent Garden, ordered not 
ito dance again for at léast a month 
| because an attack of influenza de- 
| veloped into sinus trouble. 
Biggest slump in London niteries 
jin last 25 years, with several bands 
| compelled to break up. Roy Fox is 
| trying to keep his aggregation of 24 
going by playing a vaude tour. 
Ambrose band ieaves Ciro’s Club 
March 29 with Maurice Winnick 
j band replacing. Lew Stone leaves 
| the Embassy Club on the same date 
with Harry Gold band replacing. 
Philip Barry, who came over here 
to see his play “The Animal King- 
dom,” produced by Peter Cotes, is 
now touring the provinces prior to 
| London production. He returns to 
| America this month. 
Latest play by Mary Hayley Bell 
| (Mrs. John Mills) is titled “Angel,” 
but Mills will not appear in it -al- 
though he will stage it for H. M 
Tennent. Show expected to open in 
|; West End on May 12. 
| Gino Arbid 
| tional exchange by 


circus 


importing Ber- 


nard Hylda and Jane Morgan to the | 


Embassy Club from the Club Champs 


° | 
Elysees for six months, and sending | 


Lew Stone and band to the Paris 
spot. 
Celia -Lipton. daughter of band 


leader Sydney Lipton, was. operated 


on for internal frouble day after she | 


| finished her run in Emile Littler’s 
' pantomime “Mother Goose” at the 
Casino. Expects to be away for 
|seven weeks. 

Emile Littler’s “Call Home the 
Heart,” starring Sybil Thorndike. 


which has been touring the provinces 
for 10 weeks, is likely to go to either 
ithe Apollo or St. James’ theatre in 
three weeks. Both houses are owned 
by his brother Prince. 

British Broadcasting Corp. is 
suffering from plenty of seasonal and 
extra work casualties. Rae Jenkins, 





casualiy is 


Guy Daines. Another cz 
is 


Michael Standing. who 


Kenneth Wright taking the place of 
Hely-Hutchinson. director of music 
who is convalescing from pneumonia 
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Miami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 
Kay Vernon set for Clover Club 
April 9. 
Sammy Fain and 
Grossinger Pancoast. 


the missus at 


Cross and Dunn into Latin Quarter | 


Sunday (16). Jan Bart holds over. 

New indie theatre being planned 
'by Herb Elisberg, former 
| operator now residing here. 


| Jackie Miles headed for Romany | 


Room engagement in Washington 
after 10 weeks at Beachcomber. 
| Sophie Tucker and Harry Richman 
|held over at Beachcomber until 
March 30, with Ben Blue added. 
Walter Jacobs planning a perma- 
nent stock company for his Lake 
| Tarleton Club, New Hampshire. 
Charlie Rapp, N. Y. booker tossed 
a shindig for members of the Sulli- 
|van County hotel assn. members 
(50) in town. 
| Auditorium to seat 5,000 comes up 
|for vote soon, with prospects good 
| for passage. Will house conventions, 
| legits and concerts. 
| Jerry Lester heads back to Chi 
\this week to put finishing touches 
jon play he collabed on with Sher- 


|man Marks, the radio writer-direc- , 


tor. ad 
Business booming for the no-minti- 
mum cafes, which now include 
' Beachcomber, Latin Quarter. Copa- 


| cabana, Five O'Clock. Bali and Kitty 
Davis’. ; 
| New lineup at Copacabana open- 
ing tonight (19) includes Henny 
'Youngman, Gracie Barre. Radio 
Aces. Arthur Blake and Ralph 
Slater. 

Miami niteries under police preés- 
isure to observe 3 a.m. closing W h 


Television licenses here total 11,- | 


for a) 
few days and renewing his old asso- | 


Theatre, 


is negotiating to | 


some 


working out Interna- | 


conductor of the variety orchestra, | 
is still ill, with his place taken by | 


témpo- | 
rarily replaced by Pat Hillyard, with 


midwest | 


| crackdown coming last week when 
; Clover Club, Jewel Box and Zissen's 
'Beowery managers were healed to 
| court and fined. Beach, a separate 
| community, allows 24 hour operation 
under proper license. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Annual week of grand opera will 
open this year at Syria Mosque on 
May 8. 
Dick Hoovers spent a few”days on 





shows. 

Jerry Manning has sold her nitery 
jin Meadville, Pa., and moved back 
| to town, 

Max Shulgolds celebrated 
llth wedding anniversary over 
weekend 


their 
the 


Jane Gibson, KQV commentato! 
to N. Y. for her first look at her new 
grandson 

Sid Dickler back from a home of- 


fice conference in Chi with Mercury 
Records officials 


Sheila Barrett, Danny White and | 
Dance Cocktails in new floor show 
at Club LuMarba 

Barry Wood and Patsy Kelly come 
into the Baehelor’s Club for a run 


next Wednesday (26). 

Mary Ellen Boyd has 
her sister, Lynn, as prexy of Pro- 
fessional Model's Club. 

WCAB studios and offices are be- 
ing remodeled to accommodate sta- 
tion’s new FM affiliate 

Eugenie Baird plays first home- 
town nitery engagement at Terrace 
Room beginning April 7 
| Herman Bernstein came in 
N. Y. for his first look at the 
company of “State of Union.” 

Campbell Casad in ahead 
“Fatal Weakness” and 
here drum-beating “Call Me Mister.” 
| “No visitors” 
Cohn’s room at Shadyside hospital, 
where UA manager is recuping from 
heart attack. 

Konstantin Bakaleinikoff,. RKO 
musical director, here for visit 
brother, Vladimir, asst. conductor of 
Pitt Symphony. 


Washington 


Florence S. Lowe 
Variety Club held a St. Patrick's 
Day party on Monday (17) 
Trans-Lux, town’s sole newsreel 


from 
Coast 


of 





theatre, celebrated its 10th anni last 
week. 

| Carter Barron, Loew’s district 
manager here, off to Florida Keys 


on vacation. 

Leon J. Bamberger, RKO exec. in 
Monday (17) to address meeting of 
| American Public Relations Assn. 

Latest gimmick on WWQW, town’s 
newest daytime station, is broadcast 
of local evening programs shortly 
before sunset sign-off. 

Earl Gammons, CBS veepee here, 
feted Joseph Ream, newly 


executive v.p. for network, at a 


cocktail party last Thursday (13). 
New host on WWODC's “Open 

House,” audience participation show, 

is Les Sands, ex of WNOX, Knox- 


i ville, Tenn. replacing Ray Morgan, | 
baseball | 


who goes over to station’s 
| broadcasts. 
Screen star 
playwright Robert Sherwood, and 
| Harold (“Best Years”) Russell were 
speakers at American Legion dinner 
in honor of ex-servicemen who are 


now members of Congress. 





Kansas City 
By John Quinn 


Jimmy McConnell back at the 
helm of the KMBC Artists Bureau. 


“Ice Capades” set for 10-day run. 


in the Pla-Mor rink beginning 
| April 4. 

| Laurette and Clymas heading 
floor show in the-El Casbah of the 


Bellerive Hotel. 

Legit schedule for - Iusie Hall has 
“Blossom Time” for March 22-23 
and returning for March 28-29. 

Landon Lairds have returned 
from Chi honeymoon, and he’s back 
on the job as Star’s legit crick. 

Resident theatre casting “Joan of 
Lorraine” as final presentation of 
the season. No date set for open- 
ing. 

Philharmonic Orch off for dates 
in Southern Kansas towns after 
closing season here with duo of pop 
concerts. 

Annual Police Circus the 
Municipal Auditorium last week 
took it on the chin from a pair ef 
blizzards. 


Manila 


Premiere Productions filming 
“Your Wooden Shoes, Neneng,.” with 
Rosa del Rosario starring. 

Pugo & Togo, local counterpart of 
Abbott & Costello. to appear inh 
“There’s Cash a Plenty.” 

Film actor Rudy Robles, who re- 
cently returned to Hollywood, had 
a role in RKO’s “Nocturne.” 


in 


Ely Ramos moving from Sam- 
paguita Pictures while Mona Lisa 


left Palaris Films for Sampaguita. 

Filipino film -house receipts are 
declining sharply following general 
demobilization of U.S. and Filipino 
armed forces. Reflecting the at- 
tendance slump, cost of native films 
has been pared to an average of 
$40,000 per film. 


Broadway catching up on the new | 


succeeded | 


Max Gendel | 


sign still up on Ira} 


with | 


elected | 


Robert Montgomery. | 


_ Hollywood 


| Lyle Talbots, divorcing. 
John McCormicks divorced. 


Mike Todd in from New York. 
| Angela Lansbury in from Manhat- 
tan. 

Ida Lupino to Palm Springs for ® 
week. 

John Fulton laid up with pneu- 
monia. 

Josephine Whittell injured in an 
; auto crash, 

Michael Sheridan joined the Gold- 
| wyn praisery. 

Lou Greenspan to Chicago where 
his father is il. 

Frank Sinatra taking flying les- 
sons from Andy Devine. 


Hal Roach, Jr., piloted his own 
plane in from New York. 

Lew Ayres taking the baths at 
Arrowhead, Hot Springs 

Benay Venuta aired into town 
after a brief stay in N. Y 

Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 


Raymond in from New York 

Joan Tetzel returned to work after 
a week out with sinus trouble 

Edgar Bergen luncheon guest 
President Aleman in Mexico City 

Pau MacNamara back al Sel 
1ick’s after business in New York 

Horace Schmidlapp in from New 
York to visit his wife, Carole Landis. 
| Lois Andrews booked for eastern 
stage appearances, starting March 25. 

Lon Chaney to Mexico. on vacation 
in a reconstructed Army ambulance 

Dorothy Lamour gifted with a 
new by her husband, Bill How- 
jara 

Edward T. Cheyfitz in from Wash- 
ington for huddles with Eric John- 
ston 

Roland Totheroh injured by 
falling branch of a tree in his 
vard, 

Jose Iturbi back in town after a 
concert tour of Central America and 
Cuba. 


of 


7- 


Cal 


the 


Dat k 


Rachel Kempson in from London 
; to join her husband, Michael Red- 
grave 

Abe Lastfogel and Johnny Hyde 
vacationing at Arrowhead, Hot 
| Springs. 

Clarence Brown heading for a 
; three-month vacation in South 
America 

Bill Blowitz heading for New 
| York next week for the first time 
| in six years. 

Lr. Hugh Knox out of the Cana- 


dian army and visiting his brother, 
Alexander Knox. 

Paul Lukas leaving 
land in May to play 
Towers” for RKO 

Constance Bennett 
Field, Ala.. to visit 
Col. John Coulter. 

William Cameron Menzies mulling 
a proposition to produce films for a 
syndicate in Brazil. 

Claude Binyon guested at a party 
tossed by his pals when he checked 
off the Paramount lot. 

Jimmy Starr ordered to pay $200 
monthly alimony after a default 


Switzer- 
“White 


fo! 
in 


to Maxweil 
her husband, 


divorce granted to his wife. 
Robert Montgomery in from Wash- 
ngtohn to start work under his new 


contract at Universal-International. 
Byron Haskin to Cuba and the 
Bahamas on a scouting trip for the 
RKO picture, “The White Swamp.” 
Paul L. Pease upped to the post 
treasurer of Walt Disney Pro- 
after nine years on the 


of 
ductions 
lot. 

Bob Hope will make a tour of 
Arizona*Army camps when he winds 
up his current chore in “Road to 
Rio.” 

Pat O'Brien emceed the first din- 
ner show af the West Coast Lambs 


| Club, with Leon Errol as guest of 
nonor.- 

William Ford planed to Mexico 
City with the completed musical 


score of the Argosy picture, “The 
Fugitive.” 

Jack L. Warner was awarded the 
Medal of Merit, highest award for 
civilian war work, by Gen. H. H. 
Arnold at March Field. 


Stockholm 


By Sven G. Wingquist 

Actress Annalisa Ericsson on vaca- 
tion to Oslo. 

Marlene Dietrich slated for Swed- 
ish visit soon, 

State choir of the Soviet Union 
has been touring Sweden. 

Viveca Lindfors in town on two 
months vacation from Hollywood. 

Danish actress Berthe Quistgaard 
mentioned for role in Swedish pix. 

Sve). Age Larsen to Helsingfors to 


direct an operetta at the Swedish 
Theatre. 
| Swedish orchestra -leader and 


| composer Povel Ramel to U.S. lJater 
i this year. 

| Swedish-born Zarah Leander, for- 
;merly actress in Germany, recently 
made a comeback in Swedish radio. 

Danish actress Marguerite Viby 
j;and actor Ib Schoenberg returning 
from successful Norway tour to act 
in Swedish film. 

Mai Zetterling back from London 
where she appeared in British film 
“Frieda.” She'll appear at the Royal 
Dramatical Theatre here. 

M. Glatte of Les Actualitees Fran- 
caises (French Newsreel), negotiat- 
ing with Nordisk Tonefilm for show- 
|ing news from Sweden in European 

and African countries; 

Operetta “Lady Behave” to be 
made into Swedish film, produced 
by SAG Svensson, .with Egon Lars- 
son as male star. Swedish actress 
Vera Valdor mentioned for a role 

~.in a French dilm.. 
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